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This study empirically assesses the extent to which intrinsic value theories of nature are accepted
and acknowledged outside the realm of academic environmental ethics. It focuses on twenty of the
largest landowning organisations in England, including both conservation and non-conservation
organisations and investigates the environmental philosophical beliefs and values held by
representative individuals of these groups. An in-depth interview was held with a representative
from each organisation. The interviews were analysed using qualitative data analysis software and
the results compared against a backdrop of academic philosophical positions. The study found
that an ecocentric position which acknowledges nature’s intrinsic value was adopted by the
majority of respondents, both from conservation and non-conservation organisations. However, it
was also found that individuals felt the idea of nature’s intrinsic value was generally not reflected in
organisational policy.
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