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Much of American environmentalism’s passion and political power, as well as shortcomings and
tactical failures, have their origin in the movement’s demands for new attitudes toward nature as
well as new laws and policies. A full understanding of environmentalism requires seeing it as a
secular faith, movement concerned with ultimate questions of humans’ place and purpose in the
world. This perspective explains much about its development, its emphasis on individual action,
the vehemence of its opposition, and its political failure in the last generation. Comparisons with
other national environmental movements, not considered here, constitute an important topic for
further research.

— Text from The White Horse Press website

All rights reserved. © 2006 The White Horse Press

Download:

PDF: https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/ev_15n0.3_dunlap_thomas_r.pdf

Related links:

e Article on the official website
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1516.html
e The White Horse Press

http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/

Websites linked in this text:

° http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327106778226284
o http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1516.html

Environmental Values (journal) Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
"Environmentalism, a Secular Faith"

Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/5970

Print date: 06 February 2026 13:51:56


http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327106778226284
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1516.html
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/ev_15no.3_dunlap_thomas_r.pdf
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1516.html
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/
http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327106778226284
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1516.html

