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The origin of this special issue is in my experience as Laurence S. Rockefeller Visiting Professor for
Distinguished Teaching in the University Center for Human Values at Princeton University. Since
one of my duties at Princeton was to teach an undergraduate class, I decided to teach a course on
Ethics and the Environment. The class was taught in the Woodrow Wilson School for Public and
International Affairs, and also cross-listed with the Philosophy Department. My suggestion that
the course also be cross-listed with the Princeton Environmental Institute was greeted with
surprise. After all, this was a course on ethics. What could it possibly have to do with the Princeton
Environmental Institute? Environmental institutes are about science, not philosophy; at least this
is what the administrator in charge seemed to think. At that moment I decided to organize a
workshop on environmental values bringing together humanists, social scientists and natural
scientists to discuss this topic. I wanted to invite outstanding researchers in the area of
environmental values, and subject their papers to the scrutiny of Princeton scholars. I hoped that
this might have positive spillover effects on students and the university community at large. To a
great extent, I think, these hopes were realized. The workshop was held on 2 May 2005. Two
panels were devoted to particular dimensions of environmental values, and a third panel analyzed
conflicting values in the climate change debate. For each panel there was a discussant, and Gustav
Speth, the Dean of the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies, gave the keynote
address. With the exception of the keynote address and one paper presented in the climate change
session, this special issue includes all of the papers delivered at the workshop. However, the papers
have been revised, refereed, and revised again since their original presentation. (Source: The White
Horse Press )
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