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Efforts to conserve endangered species of animal are, in some important respects, at odds with
Buddhist ethics. On the one hand, being abstract entities, species cannot suffer, and so cannot be
proper objects of compassion or similar moral virtues. On the other, Buddhist commitments to
equanimity tend to militate against the idea that the individual members of endangered species
have greater value than those of less-threatened ones. This paper suggests that the contribution of
Buddhism to the issue of species conservation should not, however, be discounted. It argues, on
the contrary, that Buddhist traditions, in reminding us of the moral significance of the suffering of
individual animals, add an important dimension to debates concerning the ethical justification of
efforts to conserve endangered species.
— Text from The White Horse Press website

All rights reserved. © 2006 The White Horse Press

Download: 
PDF: https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/ev_15no.1_james_simon_p.pdf

Related links: 

Article on the official website 
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1505.html
The White Horse Press 
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/

Websites linked in this text:

http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327106776678942

http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327106776678942
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1505.html
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/ev_15no.1_james_simon_p.pdf
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1505.html
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/
http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327106776678942


Environmental Values (journal) Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
"Buddhism and the Ethics of Species Conservation"
Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/5957
Print date: 08 April 2026 04:58:30

http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1505.html

http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1505.html

