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It is sometimes claimed that as members of the species Homo sapiens we have a responsibility to
promote the good of Homo sapiens itself (distinct from the good of its individual members).
Lawrence Johnson has recently defended this claim as part of his approach to resolving the
problem of future generations. We show that there are several difficulties with Johnson’s
argument, many of which are likely to attend any attempt to establish the moral considerability of
Homo sapiens or species generally. Further, even if Homo sapiens were morally considerable, this
would not ground an adequate response to the problem of future generations. The sort of moral
considerability that would be appropriate to Homo sapiens, or species generally, would not be as
robust nor have the implications that many have supposed

— Text from The White Horse Press website

All rights reserved. © 2006 The White Horse Press

Download:

PDEF: https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/ev_15n0.1_sandler_ronald__judith_crane.pdf

Related links:

o Article on the official website
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1504.html
e The White Horse Press

http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/

Environmental Values (journal) Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
"On the Moral Considerability of Homo sapiens and Other Species”

Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/5956

Print date: 27 November 2025 00:46:30


http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327106776678960
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1504.html
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/ev_15no.1_sandler_ronald__judith_crane.pdf
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1504.html
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/

Websites linked in this text:

o http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327106776678960
o http://www.crica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1504.html

Environmental Values (journal) Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
"On the Moral Considerability of Homo sapiens and Other Species”

Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/5956

Print date: 27 November 2025 00:46:30


http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327106776678960
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1504.html

