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Reasons for protecting biodiversity are usually defined in terms of its instrumentality. Although
there may be a number of ways to seek an alternative non-anthropocentric approach, I have chosen
to develop an Aristotelian response that draws upon his conception of friendship and self-love. In
doing so, I argue that a person living according to moral virtue will recognise that the nonhuman
world should be valued and thus protected (at least in part) for its own sake.

— Text from The White Horse Press website

All rights reserved. © 2005 The White Horse Press

Download:

PDF: https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/ev_14no.4_shearman_richard.pdf

Related links:

o Article on the official website
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1427 html
e The White Horse Press

http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/

‘Websites linked in this text:

° http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327105774462665
o http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1427.html

Environmental Values (journal) Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
Shearman, Richard, "Can We Be 'Friends of the Earth?""

Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/5951

Print date: 20 June 2026 20:48:21


http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327105774462665
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1427.html
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/ev_14no.4_shearman_richard.pdf
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1427.html
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/
http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327105774462665
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1427.html

