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On the basis of our apparent obligations to future generations, it would seem that we are morally
obliged to reduce the risk our environmentally destructive behaviour poses for their well-being.
But if, rather than choosing to destroy the environment, we are in fact driven to do so, then any
obligation to reduce our environmental impact requires an understanding of the mechanism
driving our behaviour. This article argues that the State-Primacy Theory provides a plausible
explanation for the nature of that mechanism, and concludes that the most common strategies
offered as a response to our environmental impact are most likely to be insufficiently radical to
meet our seeming obligations effectively.
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