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Biodiversity initiatives have traditionally operated within a ‘science-first’ model of environmental
decision-making. The model assumes a hierarchical relationship in which scientific knowledge is
elevated above other knowledge systems. Consequently, other types of knowledge held by the
public, such as traditional or lay knowledges, are undervalued and under-represented in
biodiversity projects. Drawing upon two case studies of biodiversity initiatives in Canada, this
paper looks at the role that constructivist conceptions of education play in the integration of
alternative knowledge systems in environmental decision-making. In so doing, it argues that the
conservation, sustainable use and equitable sharing goals outlined by the Convention on Biological
Diversity (signed in 1992 under the auspices of the United Nations Environmental Programme)
demand new models of governance which embrace the adaptive management qualities of learning
organisations.

— Text from The White Horse Press website

All rights reserved. © 2003 The White Horse Press

Download: 
PDF: https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/ev_12no.3_kelsey_elin.pdf

Related links: 

Article on the official website 

http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327103129341379
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1218.html
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/ev_12no.3_kelsey_elin.pdf


Environmental Values (journal) Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
"Integrating Multiple Knowledge Systems into Environmental Decision-Making: Two Case Studies of Participatory Biodiversity
Initiatives in Canada and Their Implications for Conceptions"
Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/5891
Print date: 15 June 2026 08:35:01

http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1218.html
The White Horse Press 
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/

Websites linked in this text:

http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327103129341379

http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1218.html

http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1218.html
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/
http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327103129341379
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1218.html

