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‘Development’ operates as an allegedly value-neutral concept in the policy world. This essay
describes four mechanisms that have helped to strip development of its subjective and meaning-
laden elements: persistent misreading of technology as simply material and inanimate; uncritical
acceptance of models, including economic ones, as adequate representations of complex systems;
failure to recognize routine practices as repositories of power; and erasing history and time as
relevant factors in producing scenarios for the future. Failure to take these elements into account
has led to inequality, injustice and unintended consequences in many development projects.
Interpretive analysis of development tools and concepts is a much-needed corrective.

— Text from The White Horse Press website

All rights reserved. © 2002 The White Horse Press

Download: 
PDF: https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/ev_11no.3_jasanoff_sheila.pdf

Related links: 

Article on the official website 
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1114.html
The White Horse Press 
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/

Websites linked in this text:

http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327102129341082

http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327102129341082
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1114.html
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/ev_11no.3_jasanoff_sheila.pdf
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1114.html
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/
http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327102129341082


Environmental Values (journal) Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
"New Modernities: Reimagining Science, Technology and Development"
Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/5857
Print date: 20 January 2026 19:28:04

http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1114.html

http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1114.html

