
Environmental Values (journal) Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
"The Morality of Ecosabotage"
Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/5835
Print date: 07 January 2026 19:05:43

Multimedia Library Collection: Environmental Values (journal)

"The Morality of Ecosabotage"

Young, Thomas

Young, Thomas. “The Morality of Ecosabotage.” Environmental Values 10, no. 3 (2001): 385–93.
doi:10.3197/096327101129340886 .

Environmental ethicists rarely discuss the morality of using illegal tactics to protect the
environment. Yet ecosabotage (or monkeywrenching) is the topic of numerous articles and books
in the popular press. In this paper I examine what I consider to be the three strongest arguments
against destroying property as a means of defending the environment: the social fabric argument,
the argument for moral consistency, and the generalisation argument. I conclude that none of
them provides an a priori obstacle to a consequentialist justification of particular acts of
ecosabotage. Then I sketch a version of constrained utilitarianism, which is capable, at least in
principle, of justifying some acts of strategic ecosabotage in a democratic society.
— Text from The White Horse Press website

All rights reserved. © 2001 The White Horse Press

Download: 
PDF: https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/ev_10no.3_young_thomas.pdf

Related links: 

Article on the official website 
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1018.html
The White Horse Press 
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/

Websites linked in this text:

http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327101129340886

http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1018.html

http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327101129340886
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1018.html
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/ev_10no.3_young_thomas.pdf
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1018.html
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/
http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327101129340886
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1018.html

