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Language is commonly regarded as an exclusively human attribute and the possession of the word
(logos) has long served to demarcate culture from nature. This is often taken to imply that nature
is incapable of meaningful expression, that any meaning it acquires is merely bestowed upon it by
humanity. This anthropic logocentrism seriously undermines those forms of “environmental
advocacy” which claim to find and speak of the meaning and value of nature per se. However,
shorn of their own anthropocentric presuppositions, the expressivist hermeneutics of Hans-Georg
Gadamer and Walter Benjamin might offer an alternative understanding of the nature of language
and the language of nature. (Source: The White Horse Press )

© 2001 The White Horse Press. Republished with permission.

Download:

PDF: https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/ev_10no.1_smith_mick.pdf
Related links:

e Article on the official website
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1004.html
e The White Horse Press

http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/

Websites linked in this text:

. http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327101 129340741
e http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1004.html

, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal

Smith, Mick, "Lost for Words? Gadamer and Benjamin on the Nature of Language and the 'Language’ of Nature"
Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/5820

Print date: 20 January 2026 01:02:55


http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327101129340741
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1004.html
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/ev_10no.1_smith_mick.pdf
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1004.html
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/
http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327101129340741
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1004.html

