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This paper is organised in three interconnected parts. First, contemporary political economic
approaches to understanding the structure of the global economic system are outlined and
synthesised. Specifically, it is suggested that the current structural configuration of the globe is a
transitional phase between the spatially-bounded configuration hypothesised by world-system
theory and the configuration hypothesised by globalisation theorists. Second, the contemporary
problem of environmental degradation is situated in a global structural context. Third, an outline
and critique of Ulrich Beck’s theory of the “Risk Society” is presented to illustrate the increasing
inadequacy of nation-state-centric theories in explaining the dynamic linkage between global
capitalism and local environmental degradation.

— Text from The White Horse Press website

All rights reserved. © 1999 The White Horse Press

Download:

PDF: https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/ev_8no.2_marshall_brent_k.pdf
Related links:

e Article on the official website
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV814.html
e The White Horse Press

http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/

Websites linked in this text:

e http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327199129341824

Environmental Values (journal) Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
"Globalisation, Environmental Degradation and Ulrich Beck's Risk Society”

Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/5775

Print date: 16 February 2026 04:34:58


http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327199129341824
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV814.html
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/ev_8no.2_marshall_brent_k.pdf
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV814.html
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/
http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327199129341824

o http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV814.htm]

Environmental Values (journal) Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
"Globalisation, Environmental Degradation and Ulrich Beck's Risk Society”

Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/5775

Print date: 16 February 2026 04:34:58


http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV814.html

