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Landcare is an Australian grassroots movement and conservation program that was developed in order to
unwind the degradation of farmland, public land, and waterways. It was launched by Heather Mitchell and Joan
Kirner in 1985.

There are over 2,500 Landcare groups with 65,000 members operating across Australia. With
considerable evidence of program impact, Landcare is an important example of state sponsored
community participation in natural resource management. However, the authors suggest excessive
emphasis has been placed upon attitudinal change—-the development of landholder stewardship,
as the lever for effecting major changes in land management. Analysis of data from a landholder
survey failed to establish predicted stewardship differences between Landcare and non-Landcare
respondents or between those who joined early/late, or participated more/less in group activities.
And there was no relationship between stewardship and adoption for most of the sustainable
agriculture practices surveyed. Further analysis clearly linked Landcare participation and concern
about the environmental and economic impacts of land degradation. Whilst respondents were
significantly more concerned about economic impacts, research findings were consistent with
carlier work indicating that most land managers have a strong stewardship ethic. The authors also
suggest that concerns that Landcare is not addressing biodiversity conservation are largely
unjustified and reflect unrealistic expectations of these voluntary groups. (Source: The White
Horse Press )

© 1998 The White Horse Press. Republished with permission.
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