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It is commonly supposed that individual animals are of little relevance to conservation which is
concerned, instead, with groups of things or ‘wholes’ such as species, habitats, and the like. It is
further contended by some that by prioritising individuals, two of those values that are held dear
by conservation—namely natural selection and fitness—are compromised. Taking wildlife
rehabilitation as a paradigm case of concern for the individual, it is argued that the latter claim is
based upon mistaken assumptions. Then, using red deer culling as a case study, the discord
between conservation’s holistic values and a concern for individual worth is explored. It emerges
that the conservation value of red deer culling is more apparent than real and thus that there is

more room for conservationists’ acceptance of individual worth than usually supposed.

— Text from The White Horse Press website

All rights reserved. © 1997 The White Horse Press

Download:

PDF: https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/ev6_4_aitken.pdf

Related links:

e Article on the official website
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV622.html
e The White Horse Press

http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/

Websites linked in this text:

Environmental Values (journal) Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
"Conservation and Individual Worth"

Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/5733

Print date: 19 March 2026 07:59:48


http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327197776679040
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV622.html
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/ev6_4_aitken.pdf
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV622.html
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/

° http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327197776679040
o http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV622.html

Environmental Values (journal) Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
"Conservation and Individual Worth"

Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/5733

Print date: 19 March 2026 07:59:48


http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327197776679040
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV622.html

