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There are two principles often found in environmental ethics—self-realisation and environmental
preservation. I argue that these are two logically independent principles. An analysis of its essential
features shows that the preservation principle should be based on actual consequentialism, for it is
only the actual effects of our actions and policies that are important to the main issues of
environmental preservation. Aldo Leopold’s land ethic is found to be an example of a
consequentialistic theory of environmental preservation.
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