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Unknown Artist

Broadsheet from woodcut: “Graphic Story of Elephants According to Their Accomplishments,” 1746.

Featured on the Environment & Society Portal with kind permission of the Bavarian State Library. Broadside catalogue, call number:
Res/Slg.Faust 140.

The copyright holder reserves, or holds for their own use, all the rights provided by copyright law, such as distribution, performance, and
creation of derivative works.

Broadsheet from woodcut: “Graphic Story of Elephants According to Their Accomplishments,” 1746. (Unknown artist. All rights
reserved. Courtesy of the Bavarian State Library.)

The complete title of this broadsheet introduces the illustrations that follow (translated from German): “Graphic
Story of the Foreign Terrestrial Animals in which Elephants are Depicted According to their Outstanding
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Accomplishments, in the Reliable Travelogues of Baldeus, Neuhof, and Others.” Around 1746 the animals were
seen as wild and powerful until humans hunted and domesticated them, used them as work forces, and as wild
beasts felonious people were thrown to (see the entire broadsheet with all the copper engravings: I. The
Measured Elephant, II. The Fighting Elephant, III. The Wild Elephant, IV. The Hunted Elephant, V. The
Captured Elephant, VI. The Domesticated Elephant, VIII. The Useful Elephant, IX. The Anatomic Elephant).
In the selected etching (VII.) the elephant is performing as an executioner on behalf of a governing person. The
inscription states (translated from German): “The delinquent is tied to a stick that is driven into the earth and he
is grimly attacked by the strongly provoked elephant. He is grabbed, thrown into the air, and finally stamped to
death.” With kind permission of the Bavarian State Library. Broadside Catalogue , call number: Res/Slg.Faust
140

Related links: 

Entire broadsheet, A° 1746 (PDF) 
http://daten.digitale-sammlungen.de/~db/0009/bsb00097264/images/
Einblattdrucke der frühen Neuzeit (Collection of early modern broadsheets), Bavarian State Library 
http://daten.digitale-sammlungen.de/~db/ausgaben/uni_ausgabe.html
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