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The aim of this paper is to point out the logic of the links between shelter, women and the
environment in order to understand this important dimension of the crisis in human settlements,
particularly in the provision of human shelters. It also discusses the relationship of this crisis to
processes of development which are both unsustainable and detrimental to the well-being and
socio-economic situation of people in general, and women and children in particular. This paper
then attempts to evaluate the effect of development strategies that aim to alleviate the problem and
examines some successful initiatives which have promoted both sustainable development and the
involvement of women in sustainable human shelter activities. It finally argues that solutions to
the problem of human shelter will be ineffective without consideration of women’s needs,
concerns and contributions in this important aspect of sustainable development.
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