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In 1972 a public choice model predicted that the incipient environmental movement in the
United States would grow but encounter overwhelming industrial opposition. Twenty years later
we find the model overstated this opposition. Environmental pressure groups were able to pass
substantial legislation, resist counter forces, and reduce most targeted pollutants. A revised public
choice model predicts that the success of the present global environmental movement depends on
(1) information flows between scientists and the public on the potential costs of deterioration, and
(2) means for reducing the costs of regulation such as relying more on market incentives.
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