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The Anthropocene is the radical intersection of human history and geological time. Humans have
belatedly realised that they have become a geophysical force on a planetary scale. This creeping
realisation has an Oedipal logic, that is to say, it is a strange loop in which one level of
activity—industrial agriculture and the swiftly ensuing industrial revolution—crosses into an
entirely new level of planetary force and, following from that, an uncanny recognition of this
force. This essay argues that the Oedipal logic is embedded in the technical, logistical, and
philosophical framework of agriculture as such. — Adapted from the author’s abstract.
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