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In American literature, our discourse on the themes of race and ecology is too narrowly focused on
the twentieth century and does not adequately take into account how these themes are
interrelated, argues Jeffrey Myers. His new study broadens the field by looking at writings from the
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nineteenth century. This was an era, Myers reminds us, of renewed violence and oppression
against people of color and of unprecedented environmental destruction on a continental scale.
Myers focuses particularly on works that engage the notion that white racism and alienation from
nature sprang from a common source. […] By looking at works by Native Americans, African
Americans, European Americans, and others, and by considering forms of literature beyond the
traditional nature essay, Myers expands our conceptions of environmental writing and
environmental justice. — University of Georgia Press website .
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