
Books & Profiles Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
Environment, Power and Injustice: A South African History
Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/5255
Print date: 19 January 2026 15:51:04

Multimedia Library Collection: Books & Profiles

Environment, Power and Injustice: A South African History

Jacobs, Nancy

All rights reserved. © 2003 Cambridge University Press

The copyright holder reserves, or holds for their own
use, all the rights provided by copyright law, such as
distribution, performance, and creation of derivative
works.

Jacobs, Nancy. Environment, Power and Injustice: A South African History. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 2003.

This book presents the socio-environmental history of black people around Kuruman, on the edge
of the Kalahari in South Africa. Considering successive periods—Tswana agro-pastoral chiefdoms
before colonial contact, the Cape frontier, British colonial rule, Apartheid, and the homeland of
Bophuthatswana in the 1980s—Environment, Power and Injustice shows how the human
relationship with the environment corresponded to differences of class, gender, and race. While
exploring biological, geological, and climatological forces in history, this book argues that the
challenges of existence in a semi-desert arose more from human injustice than from deficiencies in
the natural environment. In fact, powerful people drew strength from and exercised their power
over others through the environment. At the same time, the natural world provided marginal
peoples with some relief from human injustice. — Cambridge University Press website .
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Related links: 

H-Environment, H-Net Reviews, reviewed by Kate B. Showers 
http://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php
Cambridge University Press site featuring this book 
http://www.cambridge.org/de/knowledge/isbn/item1114453/Environment,%20Power,%20and%20Injustice/
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