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Disillusioned with the moderate conservation movement, David Foreman, Mike Roselle, Howie Wolke, Bart
Koehler, and Ron Kezar founded the radical wilderness preservation organization Earth First! (EF!) in 1980. In
this inaugural issue of its journal, the group announces its principles, platform, and organizational structure. EF/
describes itself as “pure, hard-line, radical,” and advocates supplementing lobbying practices with more direct
tactics such as “demonstrations” and “confrontations.” In addition to supporting traditional conservation, EF/
calls for the re-creation of wilderness through the construction of a national system of ecological preserves in

which dams, roads, and other traces of human activity will be removed.

It’s time to be tough, [...] It’s time to fight for the Earth first.

— Earth First!
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Download:

Earth First 1, no. 1 https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/ef_1_1_1.pdf
Further readings:

o Abbey, Edward. The Monkey Wrench Gang . New York: Lippincott, 1975.

o Foreman, Dave. Confessions of an Eco-Warrior. New York: Harmony Books, 1991.

o Lee, Martha. Earth First!: Environmental Apocalypse. Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 1995.

o Manes, Christopher. Green Rage: Radical Environmentalism and the Unmaking of Civilization. Boston: Little,
Brown, 1990.

Related links:

o Earth First! Journal online (1999—present)
http://earthfirstjournal.org/
o “Radical Environmentalism’s Print History: From Earth First! to Wild Earth” by Bron Taylor
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/mml/radical-environmentalisms-print-history-earth-first-wild-earth
e More about grassroots environmental movements on Bron Taylor’s blog
http://www.brontaylor.com/
e More about environmental movements on the Wilderness Society’s blog
http://wilderness.org/blog
o Earth First! and the Earth Liberation Front by Bron Taylor (PDF)
http://www.religionandnature.com/ern/sample/Taylor,Bron--EF+ELF.pdf

Websites linked in this text:

o http://www.carsoncenter.uni-muenchen.de/index.html
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