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Freese, Barbara. Coal: A Human History. New York: Penguin Books, 2004.

Barbara Freese takes us on a rich historical journey that begins hundreds of millions of years ago
and spans the globe. Prized as “the best stone in Britain” by Roman invaders who carved jewelry
out of it, coal has transformed societies, expanded frontiers, and sparked social movements, and
still powers our electric grid. Yet coal’s world-changing power has come at a tremendous price,
including centuries of blackening our skies and lungs—and now the dangerous warming of our
global climate. Ranging from the “great stinking fogs” of London to the rat-infested coal mines of
Pennsylvania, from the impoverished slums of Manchester to the toxic streets of Beijing, Coal is a
captivating narrative about an ordinary substance with an extraordinary impact on human
civilization. (Source: Penguin Books )
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Further readings:

o Jevons, William Stanley. The Coal Question: An Inguiry Concerning the Progress of the Nation, and the Probable
Exhaustion of our Coal-Mines. 2nd, rev. edition. London: Macmillan, 1866. E-book

o Clark, Brett, and John Bellamy Foster. "William Stanley Jevons and "The Coal Question': An Introduction to
Jevons’s 'Of the Economy of Fuel'." Organization € Environment 14 (2001): 93-8.

Related links:

e DPublisher’s website
http://www.penguinrandomhouse.com

o Read a sample chapter of this book.
https://books.google.de/books/reader

e “An Inhuman History with a Happy End?” by Jan Kunnas (H-Net Review)
http://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php

o “Energy Transitions: a Curated Collection” by Nuno Luis Madureira
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/7536

o “Energy Transitions in History: The Shift to Coal” by Robert C. Allen
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/6216

o “The Impact of the Coal Age on the German Environment: A Review of the Historical Literature” by Mark Cioc
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/2961

o The Subterranean Forest: Energy Systems and the Industrial Revolution by Rolf Peter Sieferle

https://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/3487

‘Websites linked in this text:

o http://www.penguinrandomhouse.com

Books & Profiles Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
Coal: A Human History

Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/5201

Print date: 13 August 2025 04:30:48


http://oll.libertyfund.org/?option=com_staticxt&staticfile=show.php%3Ftitle%3D317&Itemid=27
http://www.penguinrandomhouse.com
https://books.google.de/books/reader?id=9_XcCgAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&output=reader&source=gbs_atb&pg=GBS.PP10
http://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=10696
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/7536
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/6216
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/2961
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/3487
http://www.penguinrandomhouse.com

