Environment & Society Portal

Multimedia Library Collection: Books & Profiles

Faith in Nature: Environmentalism as Religious Quest

Dunlap, Thomas R.

All rights reserved. © 2004 University of
Washington Press

The copyright holder reserves, or holds for
their own use, all the rights provided by
copyright law, such as distribution,
performance, and creation of derivative

works.
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Press, 2004.

The human impulse to religion—the drive to explain the world, humans, and humans’ place in the
universe—can be seen to encompass environmentalism as an offshoot of the secular, material faith
in human reason and power that dominates modern society. Faith in Nature traces the history of
environmentalism—and its moral thrust—from its roots in the Enlightenment and Romanticism
through the Progressive Era to the present. Drawing astonishing parallels between religion and
environmentalism, the book examines the passion of the movement’s adherents and enemies alike,
its concern with the moral conduct of daily life, and its attempt to answer fundamental questions
about the underlying order of the world and of humanity’s place within it. — University of
Washington Press website .
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Related links:

e H-Environment, H-Net Reviews, reviewed by Mark R. Stoll
http://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php

o University of Washington Press site featuring this book
http://www.washington.edu/uwpress/search/books/DUNFAILhtml]
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