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Italy has always presented itself in the modern Anglophone mind as the quintessential urban
society: art, style and high culture; ancient, medieval and Renaissance cities; modern urban blight,
crime and immigration. Yet Italy has perhaps the longest and most continuous tradition of
environmental thinking and writing, stretching from the bucolic ideal of the ancient Romans,
through the religious stewardship of creation enshrined by Benedict of Nursia in the sixth century
in the monastic movement, to the nature mysticism of the high Middle Ages symbolized by
Francis of Assisi. In the modern era Italy took its place very early on alongside the American
conservation movement, and by the later 20th century it boasted a fully aware—and politically



Books & Profiles Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
Italian Environmental Literature: An Anthology
Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/5135
Print date: 13 February 2026 07:27:13

active—environmental movement. This volume brings together, for the first time—in Italy or for
an English-speaking audience—a collection of over 40 authors from this deep and broad tradition
of Italian environmental writing. Poetry and prose, the essay, the political and economic tract, and
the new arts are all represented in this collection. — Italica Press website .
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