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In Hanford: A Conversation About Nuclear Waste and Cleanup, Roy Gephart takes us on a
journey through a world of facts, values, conflicts, and choices facing the most complex
environmental cleanup project in the United States, the US Department of Energy’s Hanford Site.
Starting with the top-secret Manhattan Project, Hanford was used to create tons of plutonium for
nuclear weapons. Hundreds of tons of waste remain. In an easy-to-read, illustrated text, Gephart
crafts the story of Hanford becoming the world’s first nuclear weapons site to release large
amounts of contaminants into the environment. This was at a time when radiation biology was in
its infancy, industry practiced unbridled waste dumping, and the public trusted what it was told.
The plutonium market stalled with the end of the Cold War. Public accountability and
environmental compliance ushered in a new cleanup mission. Today, Hanford is driven by
remediation choices whose outcomes remain uncertain. It’s a story whose epilogue will be written
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by future generations. — Publisher’s description on the back cover.

Related links: 

H-Environment, H-Net Reviews, reviewed by James Longhurst 
http://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php
Book profile: Hanford Site Historic District 
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/5111
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