
Books & Profiles Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
Eco-nomics: What Everyone Should Know About Economics and the Environment
Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/5075
Print date: 20 June 2026 15:03:25

Multimedia Library Collection: Books & Profiles

Eco-nomics: What Everyone Should Know About Economics and the
Environment

Stroup, Richard L.

All rights reserved. © 2003 CATO Institute

The copyright holder reserves, or holds for their own use, all the
rights provided by copyright law, such as distribution,
performance, and creation of derivative works.

Stroup, Richard L. Eco-nomics: What Everyone Should Know About Economics and the Environment.
Washington, DC: CATO Institute, 2003. An adjunct scholar with the Cato Institute—a think tank that
espouses limited government—Richard Stroup argues that people are innately selfish. The pursuit of self-interest
through the market, on the basis of secure property rights and competition, apparently yields the optimum
outcome as regards both consumer satisfaction and the environment. In that context the proper role of the state
is merely to secure property rights and ensure free competition in the market. Otherwise, the author perceives as a
major but largely neglected role of government to be the collection and preservation of data on pollution sources
and levels. Apart from the courts, from the author’s perspective the protection of the environment can be safely
left to the operation of capital markets and “shareholder power.” (Text adapted from an H-Net review by John
Perkins .)
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Related links: 

H-Environment, H-Net Reviews, reviewed by John Perkins 
http://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php
CATO Institute featuring this book 
http://store.cato.org/books/eco-nomics-what-everyone-should-know-about-economics-environment-paperback
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