
Books & Profiles Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
Graphic novel: Asbestos, PQ
Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/4965
Print date: 29 January 2026 15:07:46

Multimedia Library Collection: Books & Profiles

Graphic novel: Asbestos, PQ

Van Horssen, Jessica, and Rhada-Prema McAllister

https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/styles/popup/public/asbestospollution.jpg?itok=2MB4BqIH


Books & Profiles Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
Graphic novel: Asbestos, PQ
Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/4965
Print date: 29 January 2026 15:07:46

Van Horssen, Jessica, and Rhada-Prema McAllister, Asbestos, PQ: A Graphic Novel. London, Ontario: Western
University, 2009. http://www.megaprojects.uwo.ca

In Asbestos, PQ, Jessica Van Horssen, with artwork by Rhada-Prema McAllister, tells the story of the rise and
decline of Asbestos, Quebec. The town, founded in the late nineteenth century, was shaped by the mining of
chrysotile asbestos , a mineral first widely praised for its fireproof qualities, then damned for its harmful effect on
human health. The graphic novel, based on Van Horssen’s prize-winning doctoral dissertation, is narrated from
the point of view of the mine itself.

View the full graphic novel on Megaprojects’ website .

Jessica Van Horssen is Assistant Professor at the Department of History of York University in Toronto. She
specializes in in environmental and health issues in Canadian history.

Related links: 

In Ant Spider Bee, Jessica Van Horssen shares her reasons for “Going Graphic!” 
http://antspiderbee.net/2012/12/going-graphic/
The Mesothelioma Justice Network 
https://www.asbestos.net/
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