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Many scholars look at Monteverde’s protected-area experience, particularly the development of
nature-based tourism, as evidence of the area’s success in conserving its natural resources and
improving standards of living. However, it is problematic to use Monteverde as a direct model for
successful conservation and development. The protected-area network grew out of a half-century
of conservation initiatives driven by various local and international constituencies. Monteverde
residents themselves have painted a balanced picture of the area’s challenges, including successful
conservation and a rise in living standards as well as rapid and unplanned tourism development,
socioeconomic imbalances, and threats to the ecological integrity of the region. The Monteverde
experience underscores the possibilities and challenges inherent in achieving multiple conservation

and development goals through protected areas. (Text part of the author’s abstract .)
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