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SEKEM: Aus der Kraft der Sonne [SEKEM: Born of the Sun]

Verhaag, Bertram. SEKEM: Aus der Kraft der Sonne [SEKEM: Born of the Sun]. Munich: DENKmal-Film,
2007. 45 min. https://youtu.be/Jman9KXpkg.

This documentary marks the thirtieth anniversary of the founding of SEKEM, a leading agro-
industrial corporation based in Egypt. Film director Bertram Verhaag explores how company
founder Ibrahim Abouleish realized his vision to make the desert come alive, and, in the process,
created a model that respects ecological, social, and cultural concerns at the same time as bringing
economic success. Key to this success are the biodynamic agricultural methods applied and a
holistic approach to development. In addition to increasing its core business, SEKEM has not only
planted thousands of trees and created thousands of jobs but it has also built educational facilities
and initiated cooperative, practice-based research programs. Indeed, during filming, plans were
being drawn up for the foundation of a new university. (Source: Official Film Website )

© 2007 DENKmal-Film. Trailer used with permission.
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Further readings:

o Abouleish, Ibrahim. Sekem: A Sustainable Community in the Egyptian Desert. Translated by Anna Cardwell;
photography by Markus Kirchgessner. Edinburgh: Floris, 2005. Originally published as Die Sekem Vision: Eine
Begnung von Orient und Okzident verindert Agypten. (Stuttgart: Johannes M. Mayer, 2004).

e Baumgartner, Daniel, and Michael Bader. Sekem: Im Puls der Zukunft. Wie eine Vision Agypten verdndert.
Dornach: Pforte-Verlag, 2007.

Related links:

e DENKmal-Film
http://www.denkmal-film.tv/index.php

e Land For Life Award 2015 (UNCCD)
http://www.unccd.int/en/programmes/Event-and-campaigns/LandForLife/Pages/2015-Award-Winners.aspx
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Websites linked in this text:

o http://www.denkmal-film.tv/index.php?page=seckem-38&amp;l=en

o https://www.environmentandsociety.org/multimedia/collection/environmental-films-project
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