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Dowie, Mark. Losing Ground: American Environmentalism at the Close of the Twentieth Century. Cambridge,
MA: MIT Press, 1995. In this provocative critique of the mainstream American environmental movement, Mark
Dowie shows how compromise and capitulation has pushed a once promising and effective political movement
to the brink of irrelevance. He unveils the inside stories behind American environmentalism’s undeniable
triumphs and its quite unnecessary failures. Dowie’s account ranges from the movement’s conservationist origins
as a handful of rich white men’s hunting and fishing clubs, through its evolution in the 1960s and 1970s into a
powerful political force that forged landmark environmental legislation, enforced with aggressive litigation, to
the strategy of “third wave” political accommodation during the Reagan and Bush years that led to the
evisceration of many earlier triumphs, up to today, where the first stirrings of a rejuvenated, angry, multicultural,
and decidedly impolite movement for environmental justice provides new hope for the future. (Text adapted
from MIT Press website .)

Related links: 

http://mitpress.mit.edu/catalog/item/default.asp?ttype=2&tid=5387


Books & Profiles Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
Losing Ground: American Environmentalism at the Close of the Twentieth Century
Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/3757
Print date: 13 February 2026 04:41:29

H-Environment, H-Net Reviews, reviewed by Jodi Allison-Bunnell 
http://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php
MIT Press website featuring this book 
http://mitpress.mit.edu/catalog/item/default.asp

Websites linked in this text:

http://mitpress.mit.edu/catalog/item/default.asp?ttype=2&amp;tid=5387

http://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=1303
http://mitpress.mit.edu/catalog/item/default.asp?ttype=2&tid=5387
http://mitpress.mit.edu/catalog/item/default.asp?ttype=2&amp;tid=5387

