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Concentrating on Southern Mesopotamia and relying preponderantly on evidence from the third
millennium BC, Potts describes a civilization from the ground up. He creates an ethnography of
ancient Mesopotamia which combines knowledge of its material culture and its mental culture.
The creation and development of Mesopotamia was made possible by the Tigris and Euphrates
Rivers. “None of the achievements of Mesopotamian production in the realm of agriculture,
animal husbandry, or related industries (textiles, leather working, boat building),” Potts says, “can
be understood except in reference to the very specific river regimes and soil conditions of the
alluvium.” Potts examines the climate, the landforms, and other conditions that enabled the area
to become populated. What natural resources did the earliest Mesopotamians have at their
disposal? How did Mesopotamian religious ideals reflect the basic conditions of life in the alluvial
plain of Southern Mesopotamia? What contributions to Mesopotamian civilization came from the
East and what from the West? In addressing such questions as these, Potts offers a new foundation
for understanding an ancient civilization of great complexity. — Cornell University Press website.
http://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu/book/?GCOI=80140100117280.
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D.T. Potts is Edwin Cuthbert Hall Professor of Middle Eastern Archaeology at the Department of
Archaeology, University of Sydney.
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