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Donald Worster on “Facing Limits: Abundance, Scarcity, and the American Way
of Life”

Niepytalska, Marta, “Interview with Donald Worster I. Facing Limits: Abundance, Scarcity, and the American
Way of Life.” Carson Fellow Portraits. Directed by Alec Hahn. Filmed May 2011. MPEG video,
3:52. https://youtu.be/YU01803PeDY.

Niepytalska, Marta, “Interview with Donald Worster II. Fish, Gold, and Cotton: New World Natural Resources
in Western Europe.” Carson Fellow Portraits. Directed by Alec Hahn. Filmed May 2011. MPEG video, 3.04.
https://youtu.be/Zx3_wul-1uk.

Niepytalska, Marta, “Interview with Donald Worster III. Paradigmatic Shifts in Western Europe: The
Importance of the New World.” Carson Fellow Portraits. Directed by Alec Hahn. Filmed May 2011. MPEG
video, 3:52. https://youtu.be/ TTDfvnIK-10.

Donald Worster has been active in environmental history since the early 1970s, both in the United States and
other parts of the world. In 1971, he completed his PhD at Yale University, where he studied the history of
ecology, environmental literature, intellectual history, and the history of the American West. He now holds the

position of Hall Distinguished Professor of American History at the University of Kansas, where he has been a

member of the faculty since 1989. His students have included many of the rising generation of leaders in the

field, and they have come from China, Latin America, several countries in Europe as well as North America.

Formerly the president of the American Society for Environmental History, Worster has served on a number of
editorial boards, and, for more than two decades, has been founding editor for the Environment and History

book series published by Cambridge University Press. He is an elected member of the Society of American

Historians and the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. His books include Nature’s Economy: A History of
Ecological Ideas; Dust Bowl: The Southern Plains in the 1930s; Rivers of Empire: Water, Aridity, and the Growth
of the American West; A River Running West: The Life of John Wesley Powell; A Passion for Nature: The Life of
Jobn Muir; along with several books of collected essays, including The Wealth of Nature: Environmental History
and the Ecological Imagination. Worster’s current research focuses on two projects: Darwinian and post-
Darwinian science and the concept of adaptation as theoretical bases for environmental history, and the twin,

competing themes of natural abundance and scarcity in American and modern world history.
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Related links:

e RCC curated collection: Energy Transitions by Nuno Luis Madureira

https://www.environmentandsociety.org/mml/energy-transitions
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