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Colorado River has become part of a vast plumbing system. It is still a natural system, dependent upon weather
patterns, geological processes and laws of physics. But it is also a cultural system, governed by dams, laws and
political relationships. The river is neither natural nor unnatural, but both—separating the categories makes little
sense. This article argues that it is more accurate to combine the categories of nature and culture, to see humans
as inextricably and deeply entwined with the natural world, and to recognise all environmental issues as
characterised by the contradictory relationships humans have developed with the world they inhabit. All rights
reserved. © 2009 The White Horse Press
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