
Environment and History (journal) Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
"A Soil Conservation Safari: Hugh Bennett's 1944 Visit to South Africa"
Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/3223
Print date: 24 June 2026 05:18:20

Multimedia Library Collection: Environment and History (journal)

"A Soil Conservation Safari: Hugh Bennett's 1944 Visit to South Africa"

Dodson, Belinda

Dodson, Belinda. “A Soil Conservation Safari: Hugh Bennett’s 1944 Visit to South Africa.” Environment and
History 11, no. 1 (Feb., 2005): 35–54. doi:10.3197/0967340053306176 . Hugh Bennett, then Chief of the
United States Soil Conservation Service, paid a two-month official visit to South Africa in 1944. His visit threw
into relief many of the country’s social and political cleavages, not least the administrative division between the
Department of Agriculture, responsible for soil conservation on white-owned farms, and the Department of
Native Affairs, responsible for soil conservation in so-called ‘native areas.’ The latter were paid scant attention in
the itinerary, and Bennett himself appeared reluctant to acknowledge how any national soil conservation effort
would be compromised by the racially segregated socio-political context in which it occurred. All rights reserved.
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