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Histories of environmentalism in Australia often overlook the 1950s, an era when scientific ecology dominated
environmental activism. The political work of A. B. Costin in the CSIRO Alpine Ecology Unit in the Snowy
Mountains, New South Wales, is examined closely as an example of how a scientist working within the limited
institutional structures available to ecologists was able to defend natural areas against formidable odds. The
successes of the 1950s established the credibility of science and scientists in conservation matters in the 1960s and
later. When radical environmentalism emerged in the late 1970s, many scientific ecologists were angry or hurt
about the fact that they became distanced from political power, and some have adopted backlash positions as a
result. The history of the involvement of scientific ecologists in political activism in the 1950s sheds light on their
reactions to radical environmentalism as it emerged later.

All rights reserved. © 1998 The White Horse Press

Download:

PDF: https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/robin-4-2.pdf
Related links:

o Environment and History at The White Horse Press
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EH.html

Websites linked in this text:

e http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096734098779555691

, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal

Robin, Libby, "Radical Ecology and Conservation Science: An Australian Perspective”
Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/2973

Print date: 22 January 2026 01:13:29


http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096734098779555691
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/robin-4-2.pdf
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EH.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096734098779555691

