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Summary

In December 1989, just one month after the fall of the Berlin Wall, the Friends of the Earth Germany (BUND) and other environmentalists
signed the Green Belt Resolution of Hof. This triggered the idea of a European Green Belt that since then has become a pan-European project to

protect the environment and consolidate peace along the former Iron Curtain throughout Europe.

In December 1989, just one month after the fall of the Berlin Wall, the Friends of the Earth Germany (BUND)
and other environmentalists signed the Green Belt Resolution of Hof in order to push lawmakers to create the
so-called Green Belt, an environmental protection area along the former inner German border. Because of its
isolation, this area had been a refuge for many endangered species, and conservationist sought to keep it as a
nature reserve. While originating in Germany, the ultimate aim was to create an ecological zone of protection
that would stretch along the former Iron Curtain in Europe and into Scandinavia. On a symbolic level the Green
Belt was to unite the formerly divided land and its inhabitants. The result is a living monument commemorating
40 years of division in European history. Stretching along 8.500 km through 22 European countries from the
Barents Sea to the Black Sea and integrating 3272 conservation areas within a 25 km zone on either side, the
European Green Belt is a unique example of cross-border cooperation and conservation. The pan-European
project embodies the words of Willy Brandt in 1989: “That which belongs together, grows together.”
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The groundwork for the European Green Belt was laid during an international conference in Hungary in 2004
initiated by the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and the German Federal Nature
Conservation Agency (BfN). In 2003, when the idea of the European Green Belt was officially discussed for the
first time, Mikhail Gorbachev adopted its patronage. Geographically it is divided into three sections: The
Finnish-Russian and the Norwegian-Russian borders in the North, the Central European border zones, and the
diverse landscapes of the Green Belt in Southern Europe.

Weinbuch, Sonja. “Nature Unites: Peace and Conservation in the Former Death Zone - the European Green Belt.” Environment &
Society Portal, Arcadia (2011), no. 5. Rachel Carson Center for Environment and Society. https://doi.org/10.5282/rcc/2755.
Print date: 26 February 2026 22:42:53


https://de.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Datei:GreenBelt_Mupperg_2003.jpg
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.5282/rcc/2755

Barents Sea

( Norway

european
greenbelt

Finland

Russian
Federation

Lithuania

Poland

Czech Republic
Slovakia

Hungary
Romania

Slovenia //
Croati
m%frbia /

: Black Sea
Bulgaria

Turkey

Greece

Map showing the path of the Green Belt across Europe
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Composed of NGOs, state agencies and management authorities, the European Green Belt strengthens existing

European conservation networks, as well as local communities, through joint projects, for example the recovery
of the Balkan Lynx. Another goal of the European Green Belt is to provide a conduit for peaceful relations in the

border region of Albania, Kosovo and Macedonia through civil-military cooperation in nature conservation. The

European Green Belt Initiative successfully transformed the most prominent symbol of division into an ongoing

cross-border natural conservation project.
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Related links:

e European Green Belt
http://www.europeangreenbelt.org

e Baltic Green Belt
http://www.balticgreenbelt.uni-kiel.de

o German Federal Nature Conservation Agency (BfN)
http://www.bfn.de

o International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN)

http://www.iucn.org

How to cite:

Weinbuch, Sonja. “Nature Unites: Peace and Conservation in the Former Death Zone — the European Green
Belt.” Environment & Society Portal, Arcadia (2011), no. 5. Rachel Carson Center for Environment and
Society. https://doi.org/10.5282/rcc/2755 .

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0
Unported License .

2011 Sonja Weinbuch

This refers only to the text and does not include any image rights.

Please click on the images to view their individual rights status.

ISSN 2199-3408
Environment & Society Portal, Arcadia

Websites linked in image captions:

e https://de.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Datei: GreenBelt_Mupperg_2003.jpg
o http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:EuGB_solid_labels_web.png

Weinbuch, Sonja. “Nature Unites: Peace and Conservation in the Former Death Zone — the European Green Belt.” Environment &
Society Portal, Arcadia (2011), no. 5. Rachel Carson Center for Environment and Society. https://doi.org/10.5282/rcc/2755.
Print date: 26 February 2026 22:42:53


http://data.iucn.org/dbtw-wpd/edocs/2006-049.pdf
http://www.europeangreenbelt.org
http://www.balticgreenbelt.uni-kiel.de
http://www.bfn.de
http://www.iucn.org
https://doi.org/10.5282/rcc/2755
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://de.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Datei:GreenBelt_Mupperg_2003.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:EuGB_solid_labels_web.png
https://doi.org/10.5282/rcc/2755

About the author:

Sonja Weinbuch

Sonja Weinbuch studied American cultural history, political science, and international law at the LMU Munich (Ludwig-
Maximilians-Universitit), Concordia College, and Minnesota State University in Moorhead, Minnesota. In 2005 she was a
visiting scholar at the University of California at Berkeley. She has worked with the US National Park Service, the Farallon
Marine Sanctuary Association in San Francisco, and at the Information Center for Research on Natural Disasters in Jakarta,

Indonesia.

Weinbuch, Sonja. “Nature Unites: Peace and Conservation in the Former Death Zone — the European Green Belt.” Environment &
Society Portal, Arcadia (2011), no. 5. Rachel Carson Center for Environment and Society. https://doi.org/10.5282/rcc/2755.
Print date: 26 February 2026 22:42:53


https://doi.org/10.5282/rcc/2755

