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Ever-moving rivers create landscapes and sustain life, yet their variability can also bring disaster to
human communities that do not adapt to that movement. Furthermore, in an era of climate
instability, river movements are increasingly harder to deny, suppress, or harness. Rivers on the
Move collects essays across disciplines to explore the tension between rivers’ movements and
economic, social, and political desires for ecological stability. Contributors, hailing from a wide
range of humanities and scientific fields alike, examine river movements as both physical and
cultural phenomena that shape environments across the world and across all ages. Together, their
essays analyze how rivers move, what counts as movement, how human societies try to control

those movements, and how we can imagine new ways of coexisting with rivers.
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