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Waste and resistance are deeply intertwined. This is what decades of study on environmental
conflicts have shown. The environmental justice movement is a testament to this deep connection.
Indeed, it was born when marginalized communities realized that they were being selected as ideal
dumping grounds for all kinds of waste—and they began to resist. In the canonical timeline of the
environmental justice movement, everything began in the 1980s with the opening of a toxic
landfill in Warren County, a predominantly African American community in North Carolina. As
is often remembered, Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated in Memphis, where he had gone to
support the strike of local sanitation workers. Communities do not want to be transformed into
socioecological dumps—so they resist. People do not want to be treated as waste—so they
resist. (From the article)
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