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The planet is under increasing stress, significantly impacting the health and wellbeing of human
and more-than-human life on Earth. There is abundant scientific evidence today that the burning
of fossil fuels and the emission of CO2 into the atmosphere not only contribute to climate change
globally, but also produce air pollutants that are responsible for rising rates of respiratory diseases
and millions of premature deaths each year. It is equally evident that increasing global
temperatures have led to more frequent and intense heatwaves, resulting in higher rates of
heatstroke, dehydration and cardiovascular diseases. Moreover, the continuous deforestation of
rainforests for monoculture agro-industries and mining operations, devastating wildlife habitats
worldwide, has been linked to an increased likelihood of the transmission and dissemination of
novel zoonotic diseases. These examples speak to the planetary character of health and disease,
where ecological degradation and pollution in one part of the world may shape geographies of life
and death elsewhere. (From the article)
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