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Down the centuries, the people of the Nordic countries have confronted challenges from climatic
variability and change and sought ways to survive and adapt. In a time of accelerating global
warming, these climate histories take on new contemporary significance. Drawing on tools from
the natural and historical sciences, the innovative scholarship in this volume addresses questions
such as: How did Nordic societies cope with past climatic hazards? What was the historical
significance of the ‘Little Ice Age’ or the ‘Medieval Climate Anomaly’ for Nordic countries? And
how do we study, narrate and learn from these past experiences?

This volume is the first to collect climate histories from across all the Nordic countries. It
combines research from climatologists, historians, archaeologists and museologists to explore how

climate and culture interacted in the past and what we might learn from these interactions today.
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