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_·. _; "Agitate, Educate, o ·rganize!" 

FROH THE EDITOR : 
Welcome to the first edition of the Wild 

Rockies Eorth First! Newslettert This initiol 
issue will serve to inform interested porties 
thot this newsletter is now in publicotion, ond 
wi 11 pro vi de news of recent Eorth First I 
octivities ond reloted stories in the Rocky 
Mountoins of Montono, ldoho ond Wyoming. 

As the editor, I encouroge you, the reoder 
ond environmentol octivist, to send orticles, 
poems, ortwork ond ony items reloting to Eorth 
First! to this newsletter for pCJtentiol 
publicotion. The newsletter will be published on 
o sporodic bosis ( ot leost to begin with ) os time 
ond funding ollow, ond the formot will develop os 
orticles ore submitted ond issues develop. 

The moin function of this publicMion is 
to provide o forum for the Eorth First' 
perspective in the Wild Rockies, ond to spreod 
the Eorth First! phi 1 osophy. Issues which wi 11 
receive priority in this newsletter include Eorth 
First! octions/demonstrotions, efforts to 
preserve ond protect wlldlHe ond wilderness ond 
threots to the some, Federol lond issues 
(including citizen oppeols of Forest Service 
decisions ) ond environmentol philosophy. 

I need your input! Whot should this 
newsletter include? Whot ore the Feds planning 
for your bockyord? Who should receive this 
poper? This is your newsletter ond will serve to 

connect you with other Eorth-oriented folk in 
the Wild Rockies. Let me heor from you! 

-Rondo 11 Rest 1 ess 

MONT ANA APPEALS 
GALL AT IN FOREST PLAN 

by 
URSA MINOR 

The Gollotin Notionol Forest in Southwest 
Montono is one of the lorgest ond wildest in the 
Lower 48. The Gollotin comprises 1,735,412 
ocres of the Greoter Yellowstone.Ecosystem (G'rE), 
ond includes the Lee Met.coif ond 
Absoroko-Beortooth Widerness oreos, olong with 
the Crozy, Bridger, ond Gollotin mountoin ronges . 
It ho! ds cruci ol hobitot. for elk, moose , deer, 
mountoin goots, bighorn sheep, gnzzl1d ond block 
beors, wolverines, goshowk, ospre1d, bold ond 
golden eogles . 

Montono Eorth First' hos oppeoled the finol 
Forest Plon ond Environmentol lmpoct Stotement 
(EIS), releosed October, 1987. Notionol Forest 
economic critic Rondoll O'Toole hos celled the 
Gollotin "one of the worst " Forest Plons he hos 
seen. The EF! oppeol stotes " Montono Earth First! 
is o Deep Ecology orgonizot.ion committed to 
preserving heolthy ecosystems ond protecting 
wi 1 dl onds. Montono EF! members regul orly engoge 
in diverse recreotionol octivities on the 
Gollotin .. ond ore directly ond significontly 
effected by the Regionol Forester's decision ... 

cont. on pg. 4 



SOURDOUGH TIMBER SALE CANCELLEDI IOAHO WILDERNESS SELL-OUT 

ldoho is rightly colled the Wilderness Stote:_ 1.' 
Sourdough Creek issues from the os it contoins over 13 million ocres of roodless 

Gollotin Ronge south of Bozemon, Montono ond Forest Service lond. Within ldoho are some of ; 
provides the woter supply for the city of the lorgest ond wildest pieces of country south 
Bozemon. Sourdough CMyon, though it hos been of Alosko. 9.3 million ocres of this wilderness 
heovily impacted by logging in the post, is now is currently unprotected, ond of these 

11 closed to motor vehicles ond is very populor with unprotected hmds ore m serious danger! : 
the locol residents for skiing, hiking, b·icycllng, · Senotor Jomes McClure ond Governor Cecil 
horsebock riding ond hunting. It is olso Andrus recently struck 0 deol which resulted in 
1mportont hobitot for wildlife like elk ond McClure introducing on ldoho Wilderness Bill 
moose. In spite of the importonce of Sourdough, which would designote only 1.3 of the _9.3 million , 
the Gollotin Forest (GNF) plonned to cleorcut 3.5 ocres os Wilderness. The worst ospect of this i 

million boord feet of timber in the droinoge bill is the dongerous longuoge included; longuoge • 
during the next few yeors. which would result in the wholesole destruction -. 

Conservationists snoozed through the appeol of the ldeho Ptmhandle Forest by Jogging and ) 
period lost spring, but the Modison-GollMin which would estoblish timber os the highest use j 

Allionce d1d file an appeal at e loter dote. In of the forest, superceding recreotion, wot.er 
Jonuory of this yeor locol octivists cought wind quality, ond wildlife in forest monegement. 
of the sole ond begon o petition drive in Bozemon The Bill mondotes o yeorly horvest of 283.5 I 
to oppose it. The GNF learned of the opposition MBF (million boord feet) from 2.5 million ocres, 1 

to the sole ond scheduled o meeting with "locol including 40.5 from the Bonner's Ferry District 
conservotion leoders" EFI onnounced the meeting olone. This is over 50MBF more thon the 
on the locol college radio stotion, inviting oll Ponhondle hos been oble to sell in recent yeors. 
interested persons to ottend. Eighty people Timber horvest would override the Endongered t 

showed up for the meeting, ond they were ongry! Species Act, the Cleon Weter Act, ond the 
Only three of the 80 were openly in fovor of the Notionol Forest Monogement Act, setting on 
sole. The first question set the tone for the extremely dangerous precedent for Forest 
three hour meeting: .. How con we stop this sole?'' menogement notionwide end effectively 

The sole wos opposed not only by concelling citizen porticipetion vio the oppeols 
environmentolists, but olso by locol process. The Bill olso twists the definition of 
businessmen, hunters, bicyclists, ond people who rood to mean .. . any porollel trock together with , 
simply love the oreo. on oreo meosuring 50 feet to either side from the 

A week loter, on the eve of the EF 1 Northern center line of such track which wes used prior to 
Rockies Rendezvous, the GNF onnounced they the enoctment of this oct .. ond which moy be 
were suspending the sole, ond it wos loter travelled by four wheel drive vehicles ... " This 
concelled completely. This decision set two would blast hundred-foot wide corridors through 
importont precedents: it was one of the first the wilderness wherever ony joker con force his 
decisions mode under the regime of new GNF woid through in 0 jeep, permonently e_xclud_ing 
Supervisor Bob Gibson, and it wos one of very these corridors from Wilderness des1gnot1on 
few timber soles stopped without on oppeol This defies the NFMA definition of rood, which 
being filed in the allotted time. This cose shows requires periodic mointenonce by mochines. 
that the GNF, ond the Forest Service general, is McClure's Bill is now before the Senate 
being closely wotched ond ore becoming more Subcommittee on Energy ond Noturol Resources . 
concerned about their public image, os indeed EF' opposes this bill os o perversion of the 

2 Wilderness Act ond will continue to support they should bel 



Wtlderness designetion for ruJ. ldoho roodless 
publlc londs . Pleose write your Senotors ond 
Representotives. Urge them to oppose this 
horrendous Bi 111 

BULLETINS 

-- HOUSE BILLS NEED OUR SUPPORT 
*Rep. Woyne Owens (D-UT) hos introduced HR 3378 which would 
require completion of on Environmentol lmpoct Stotement (EIS) 
on reintroduction of Groy Wolves to 'Yellowstone Pork within 
three yeors of the bill's possoge. This bill would override the 
Wyoming Congressionol Delegotion·s blockode of wolf 
reintroduction. 
*Rep. Pot Willioms (D-MT) hos co-sponsored HR 39, which 
would designote the 1.5 million ocre Coostol Ploin o( the Artie 
Notionol Wildlife Refuge os Wilderness. This woul.d prevent 
the imminent despoilotion of the Coostol Ploiri by oil ond gos 
development. Mr. Williom hos stoted .. This treosure is simply 
too voluoble to be risked on speculotive oil ond gos 
exp 1 orot ion ... " 
Wn te your congressmen todoy, oski ng thot they support these 
cruci ol bi 11 s. 

--Notionol Doy of lnfuriotion, Disgust, ond Protest ogoinst the 
u S. Forest Service! 
On April 21, John Muir's birthdoy, there will be o notionwide 
outcry ogoinst the Federol Agency thot Howie Wolke hos colled 
"the bostord sons of Gifford Pinchot''. The destructive, 
commodity-oriented monogement of our public lends must end! 
Join the protest on your f ovorite forest! For more info, contoct 
this poper, or: Mike Roselle, Box 210, Conyon, Co. 94516 

--Heori ngs on Montono Wi 1 derness Bi 11 
Senote subcommittee heorings hove been scheduled by Sen. 

John Melcher for Morch 21 ond 22, 9:30-noon. For onyone 
interested in testifying, it's still open- coll Mr. Tom Willioms 
ot (202) 224-7145. Steve Kelly w1ll be there representing the 
moximum Wilderness view o.s 1..vl/I Mike B°'derl 
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EF! OPPOSES WINTER EXPANSION IN YELLOWSTONE 

Earth First! paid a visit to Mammoth in 
Yellowstone Park in early February to deliver 
a message to a visiting Senate Subcommittee. 
The politicians were there to discuss the pot
ential expansion of winte r tourist faciliti e s 
in Yellowstone, at a price of $13 millio n. 
EF!'s message, portrayed through demonstra
tion and street theatre in the icy wind s out-

3 
side the hotel: NO MORE DEVELOPMENT! SNOWMO
BILES OUT OF YELLOWSTONE! 



cont. from pg. 1 
.. Montono EF' will be directly affected by the 

implement.at.ion oft.he Plon ond EIS. The timber 
horvesting, road building, oil ond gos, mining, and 
grozing oct1v1t1es contemplated by the Plon will 
diminish scenic volues, degrode criticol wildlife 
habit.at and wot.er quality in the Forest's 
reknowned fisheries, ond lower the quolity of the 
recreotionol expehences of users of the Forest . 
Furthermore, future monogement opt ions wi 11 be 
impaired or lost if this pion is ful11d 
implemented .. 

Here ore some examples of t.h1s Plan·s failure 
to proV'ide for mointenonce of biological 
integrity: 

WILDERNESS 
The Gollotin currently hos 715,674 ocres of 

designoted Wilderness ond on odd1tionol 488 400 > 

remoin roodless . The Plon recommends o poltry 
21 .941 ocres for Wilderness . Their only 
recommendot ions ore for Lionheod ond Republic 
Mountoin, ond these oreos hove been shrunk by 
1570 ocres to coter to The Plon 
f 01 ls to recommend Wi 1 derness for Cowboy's 
Heoven ( 14 .. 000 o.) ond Eorthquoke ( 19,8000.) 
even though these oreos ore inc 1 uded in the 
Wilderness Bills of Senotor Mo>< Boucus ond Rep. 
Pot Wi 11 i oms. A 1 so 1 eft out was the 24,000 ocre 
Hyolite Peoks roodless oreo, which is in 
Williams· bill The Forest plons to develop 
25,700 ocres of roadless lands in the next 20 
yeors . Tt11s is obout 3800 acres more thon is 
recommended for Wilderness! 

ROADS 
There are currently 807 miles of inventoried 

rood on the Goll oti n. The Forest plons to build 
7 1 O mi 1 es of new rood in the next 30 ye ors. In 
addition , hundreds of mlles of rood would be 
rebuilt .. ond 170 miles of new occess rood would 
t·eoch the Forest boundory. of new Forest 
roods would be closed, leoving obout 200 miles 
of new rood open to motorized recreation. The 
Plon foils to toke into occount the over 1 000 .• 

miles of uninventoried roods in the Forest. 4 

GRIZZLIES 
The Go 11 ot in hos obout B 17,400 ocres of 

occupied Grizzly Beor hobitat, providing of ! 
the hobitot in the GY'E. The Plon would 
purportedly manoge of occupied hobitat in 
f ovor of the Bear, yet on averoge of 377 acres of 
occupied hobitat would be logged every yeor, and 
14,700 AUM's of grozing would occur yearly in 
Griz habitot. The Gallotrn's record on Grizzly 
preservotion is poor: from 1981 to 1984 of 

I 

the Grizzly mortolity in the GVE occurred in the 
Gollotin! 

WOLVES 
The Gollatin is toking no port in ottempts to 

reintroduce the extirpated Gray Wolf, though the 
Endangered Species Act mandotes thot the Fore st 
ossure the recovery of these Endongered onimols. 
Some of the best potentiol Wolf habitot is found 
on the Gollotin. 

OIL&GAS 
Almost. oll non-Wilderness lands on the 

Fore st would be open to 1 eosi ng, despite poor 
potentiol for success in most oreos. E><:isting 
leoses would oll be honored, leoving the Crozies, 
Golletins, North Absarokes and especially the 
Bridgers ( where seismic exp l orot. ion is 
underway) open t.o dri 11 i ng. (See Bull et ins for 
updote. ) 

PRIVATE HOLDINGS 
About 25% of the l ond within the Fore st .. 

boundaries is privotely owned. Burlington 
Northern-Plum Creek own 137 000 acres ) I 

ocquired through 19th century railrood gronts, 
ond plons to log oll these londs in the next 10 
yeors. Much of their 1 ond is "checkerboard" 
sections within roodless oreos of the Gollot.ins 
ond Crozies . The Forest hos mode holf-heorted 
attempts to acquire some of the 1 onds in the 

Gollotin Ronge, but the Plon offers no detoils on 
the stotus of these efforts. 

TIMBER 
Neorly 1 /3 of the non-Wilderness londs on 

the Gollotin will be subject to timber 
··monogement" in this Plon. Timber soles will 

-.. 
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continue to be below-cost Timber monogement 
I 

w111 be des1 gned to "convert more of the stond 
into young age c 1 asses" Vet the Pl an c 1 aims thot 

• .. Species such os moose ond goshowk, which 
depend on old growth forest , would not be 
odYersely off ected". This defies logic. 

The Go 11 ot in Fore st Pl on spel 1 s potent i ol 
disoster for oil the wild creotures which depend 
on unspoiled Wilderness for their survivol. It 
threotens the olreody shoky integrity of the GVE, 
ond if implemented, meons further degrodotion of 
one of the notion's finest Forests. Montona EF! is 
de di coted to promoting ecol ogico 11 y sound 
monogement for oll Montono ond 'Yellowstone 
Forests . Thus the Gollotin Forest Plon should be 
rejected, ond o new droft prepored.,_ ____ ___. 

BULLETINS 
ctd. 

B.C. WOLF KILL CANCELLED! 

The British Columbia Provincial Govern
ment's heinous plans to kill hundreds of wolves 
in northern B.C. have been indefinitely put on 
hold. EF! and Friends of the Wolf deserve much 
of the credit due to the pressure put on B.C. 
via demonstrations, sit-ins, and media blitz ac
ross Canada, the U.S. and Europe. Good Work! 

1 Hats off to the Missoula Friends of the Wolf 
who played a crucial role during 2 weeks of dem
onstrations in B.C. More next issue. 

--Oil ond Gos Leose:i Void on Flotheod ond Gollotin! 
A recent ru11ng on the Conner v. Burford decision in the 9th 
Circuit Court of Appeols involidoted oil oil ond gos leoses on 
the Flotheod ond Gollotin Not. Forests in Montono. Any on ond 
gos leosing on these f crests must preceded by o full EIS 
ossessing the cumulotive impocts of oll teosing on the forest. 

--AMERICANS FOR WILDERNESS MONTANA PROPOSAL 
The Americons for Wilderness Coelition hos prepored o flyer 

detoiling their propose! to designete Montono's roodless 
public londs os Wilderness Write this newsletter for copies of 
the flyer. 
--C.U.T. EIS OUT 

The droft E.l.S. on the Church Universol ond Tnumphont 
development in Porodise Volley is out. For o copy write: Stote 
of Montono, Dept. of Heolth ond Env1ronmentol Services, 
Cogswell Building, Copitol Stotion, Heleno, Mt. 59620. The 
public comment period hos been extended to April 21. There 
will be o public meeting on Morch 21st ot 7:00 P.M. in the High 

S" School in Gordiner, Mt. Pleose come eorlyt 



FISHING BRIDGE 

Ves, H looks like this infomous eyesore will 
be open to hordes of R.v .·s (Rood Vermin) once 
ogoin this yeor. Eorth Firstl will moke o stond on 
opening doy (oround the end of Moy) ond we need 

of you to be there. Let's reolly roise some 
hell! This ploce should hove been shut down 
ye ors ogo ond Gn z should be rooming there 
unmolested 

Lost foll the NPS releosed the droft EIS on 
the closure of Fishing Bridge . Thenks to everyone 
who commented on this worthless document. The 
NPS received over 3,000 comments on the EtS 
during the 2 month comment period. The 
mojority of comments opposed the pref erred 
olternotive A, (which recommends leoving the 
R.V. Pork open ond replocing the compground with 
o new one neor Bridge Bay ) end favored 
olternotive E, which colls for complete removol 
of focili.ties ot Fishing Bridge without 
replocement. Most of the substontive comments 
olso fovored olternotive E, while those fovoring 
the Preferred Alternotive were mostly short ond 
i nsubstont i o 1. 

So whot's next? The NPS plans to releose the 
Finol EIS lete this spring, though considering 
their prior record of promptness on this issue I'd 

I 

be surprised to see the Finol before this foll. 
Thus the Fishing Bridge area is likely to be open 
once ogain, while the Fino! Decision is in limbo. 
If the NPS sticks wlth olternotive A in the Finol 

, I 
there will be hell to poy. Unless E is · 
recommended, EFI will orgonize o moss1ve drive 
to solicit comments on the Finol EIS, ond thot 
failing, will oppeol the finol decision in court. 
Fishing Bridge must got Then we con stort on 
Gront Vil loge ... 

• Lnst night I wns deep in nn unensy 
s I eep nnd I drenmed Crozy Horse had 
returned. Ridin' 'cross the dompgrounds of 
KOA Kompgrounds 'till the lost Winnebogo 
wns burned • 

Greg Keeler, ·There oin't no such 
th1 ng ns o Montono Cowboy· 

NATIONAL EF! RENDEZVOUS IN WASHINGTON 
STATE 

The 1988 Round River Rendezvous wi 11 be 
held in eostern Woshington June 29-July 4 !'d 
like to see o Wild Rockies comp this year! 
Lost yeor·s RRR on the North Rim of the Grond 
Conyon wos ottended by only § people from the 1 

Northern Rockies. This time the RRR is much ' 
closer. c·mon folks! Montono hos o reputot.ion to 
uphold, ond we need help from ldoho ond 
Wyoming! The RRR is Turtle lslond's greotest 
celebrotion of Mother Eorth. Stort thinking now 
obout how you will get there. Volunteer through 
this newsletter to coordinote corpools for your 
oreo. Prod your compodres to et tend. 

To help with the monumentol tosk of .. 
orgonizing the RRR, contact the Rendezvous 
Committee ot: POB 5871 Tuscon Arizona " I J 

85703, Attn. 88 RRR Committee. The Committee 
needs your $$ too, os mony of the costs of the 
RRR will be incurred well before the event. 
T ox-deduct i b 1 e contributions con be sent to the 
Eorth First! F oundot ion, POB 506B 1, Tuscon, AZ 
85703. See you there! 

6 



1 W'ILO ROCKIES EF! RENDEZVOUS HAPPENS 

.. SOME REFLECTIONS B'r' ELEANOR: 
My first EFI rendezvous so inspired me thot I 

hove JOined forces with Phil Knight here in 
Bozemon to help produce this first Wild Rockies 
newsletter. The process of growing oworeness 
of our Eorth ond her inhobitonts hos been o slow 
owokening with i nterm1 t tont bursts of 
illuminotion filled with poin ond joy 
simultoneously. The Boulder rendezvous wos 
such o burst of illuminotion for me. I enjoyed 
the 11oriety of viewpoints from oll over the 
Wild Rockies. One mon even come from southern 
Utoh The overol l offirmat ion for me wos one of 
the interconnectedness of everything on Eorth 
hos to contribute to this morve l ous wonder we 
coll life'. 'Affirm oll life' sums up the EF! 
purpose for me. 

FROM PHIL: 
EF! gothered 100 strong et Boulder Hot 

Springs, neor Boulder, Montono, on .Jonuory 29-31 
for o wild weekend of strotegizing, singing, 
sooki ng end suds. Thonks to o 11 who ottended ond 
especiolly to the orgonizersl Thonks olso to the 
generous staff of BHS, who provided us with very 
reosonob 1 e, oppropri ote foci lit i es. 

The workshops ond entertoinment were 
voried ond enlightening. Discussions touched on 
the history of Montono EFI , the future of 
3nvironmentol orgonizotions in the Wild Rockies, 
i ellowst.one Groy Wolf reintroduction ond the 
B. C. Wolf ki 11, the upcoming No ti onel Doy of 
Protest (disgust?dismoy?) ogoinst the Forest 
Service, Grizzlies end Fishing Bridge, 
Bioregionolism ond the bonishment of politicol 
boundories, ond other pertinont topics with

1 
of 

course / wot er oerobi cs. 
Somehow the workshops got squeezed by the 

meols ond entertoinment, but we know whot's 
most Fridoy we were treoted to o 
showing of John Seed's Austrolion EFI movie ond 
o video on Nicoroguo by EPOCA (En11ironmentol 
Projection on Centrol Americo) . Soturdoy night 

ond Greg Keeler pouring their hearts out through 
their guitors . Also feotureo were Mike Boder's 
slide show on the · Rocky Mountain Front ond o 
slide show on the Artie Notionol Refuge by Steve 
G_eht'l')on. Another .highlite of the evening wos the 
hrlar101.1S Or"'i91nQI -vWol'F' Rap" by -tha. fa1iss-01;/Q 

Friends of the Wolf . 
The workshops on Sundoy were 1 ess 

productive, as people were restless and began 
leavtng early. The Rendezvous seemed to end on a 
rather low note, with everyone just dispersing. 
I'd hove liked to end it with a circle and a howl 

' so ol 1 would leove energized. However, the most 
important part of a Rendezvous is to bring 
everyone together, ond much strotegizing ond 
nel.working occurs in personol conversation . 

While the Rendezvous spirit is still in the 
oir, I'd like to make o plug for EFI Those of you 
now involved, I urge you to moke 

the commitment to stoy_ involved. Who else 
will speok for the Eorth? It must be us. Those 
of you new to EFI ( there were o lot of newcomers 
et the Rendezvous ) , we need you! We need your 
ideos, your energies, your enthusiosm. The Eorth 
needs you! To oil of you bottling for thot which 
is Wild: When the odds seem 

when your fuse burns short, when the despoilers 
seem reody to burst thru your very door, go to the 
hills. to the river's source, follow the poth of the 
moose, perch on the loftiest crag you can find 
ond howl your defionce to the wind ! Moke 
contoct with the wilderness we ore Fighting For; 
it will give you the strength of the Grizzly, the 
pot i ence of the Bodger, the vision of the gos ho wk 
ond the perserverence of the mi grot i ng goose. 
The Wild is our home! Go to it! 

.. The Eorth it ho 1 ds the key 
To oll thot shol l be free , 

It's in the peace of the desert 
And the wisdom of the trees , 

It's in the groce of o swon·s wing 
And the Grizzly when she's ri 1 ed, 

It's in oil the love I bear it 

wos o classic Montono EF! show with Wolkin' Jim 7 
Let it stoy Forever Wild" 

-Wolkin· . ..Jim 



NAUSEATING PLEA FOR CASH: 
There is currently no subscription price for this newsletter. 

It is moiled free to ol 1 interested persons. However, it tokes 
$$, of which we hove few, to pub 1 i sh ond mei l this rog. 
Contributions constitute oll of our ovoiloble money. So send 
your greosy b111s pleose' TO: Montono Eorth First! 

P 0 Box 6151 
Bozemon, MT 59715 

Have we left you ovt? Send info on 
anization if you'd ' like to be listed! 

Wild Rockies EF' supports the efforts of these 
hord-working, grossroots, primorily volunteer groups fighting 
for Wilderness ond WildfiFe in the Rocky Mountoins: 
*Coolition for Conyon Preservotion 

Hungry Horse, MT 59919 

*Swen View Cool it ion Inc. 
Box 1901 
Kolispell, MT 59901 

*Compoign for Yel 1 owstone's Be ors 
POB 416 
Boulder, CO 80306 

*Yel 1 owstone Pork Preservot ion 
Counci I Box 6 1 8 
Yellowstone Not. Pork, WY.81290 

* Greot Beor Foundot ion 
P.O. Box 2699 
Missoulo, MT. 59806 

*Bodger Chopter 
P.O. Box 8374 
Missoulo, MT 59807 

your org-

* Wyoming Wonts Wolves 
655 N. Cedor 
loromie, Wy. 82070 

*EVST Advocotes 
Environmentol Studies, 
UM, Missoulo, MTS98, 2 


