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Globe Forest Direct Action Camp Report Back

BY BIGAL

What a way to spend Halloween. As I shoved
a tarp into my pack and grabbed my rain jacket
for what promised to be an exceptionally soggy
stint in the woods, I thought of all of the people
who had made “other plans” for the weekend.
Masquerade balls, art openings, theme parties—
but, I wondered, what could be more apposite
than facing something truly scary on Hallow-
een—the proposed logging of more than 220
acres of mature and old growth forest within a
10 minute drive of my hometown? Right in my
backyard, the Forest Service plans to make over
$100,000 from selling the Globe Forest to timber
companies, including trees 100-300 years old. Of
all 200 plus year-old forests in the US, only 1.92
percent of them exist on the East Coast. And the
Forest Service is coming for them. I knew exactly
where [ wanted to be.

The direct action camp started on Friday eve-
ning, October 30, when about 40 people from all
over North Carolina crunched their way through
the leaves to set up camp in the Globe Forest,
right outside- Blowing Rock in the NC moun-

tains. My friends and 1 made our way to the

a stone’s throw of the forest. As we flloe'.

sounds of laughter and the itinerant clouds of
wood smoke to the camp’s kitchen that morn-
ing, the anticipation of community action and
the magical allure of the forest engulfed me.
Smiling faces around the fire, pots and pans
clinking and kitchen stirrings murmuring in
the background...hastened into introductions,
averring snapshots of action and passions from
around the state. We outlined the day’s sched-
ule, with workshops on the state of the move-
ment around defense of the Globe, local ecology,

BY REDNECK OMNIBUS

As politicians all over the world
glide from city to city, bioregion
to bioregion, in a seemingly effort-
less drive to exploit the Earth and
human and nonhuman residents,
activists lock down. They set up cen-
- ters of dissent and resistance, and
they refuse to accept the interven-
tion of the alienated authorities. No
matter where the global elite meet
to decide the future, they find op-
position to their refined and slick
attempt to subjugate the planet.

Typically, opposition forms around
the business conferences, World -
Trade Organization (WTO) talks,
and Group of 8 (G8) meetings to
draw attention to the devastation
that otherwise goes ignored by the

medic and legal roles, light backpacking, orien-
teering, climbing, media outreach, and various
direct action and forest defense skills.

The sipping of hot tea faded into the light
pitter-patter of raindrops echoing over the
leaves, and the woods welcomed the commence-
ment of workshops. While several members of
my party scurried off to the climbing skills area
for the morning, I sought shelter under a near-
by tarp to brush up on my blockading skills. I
had previous experience with this sort of direct
action in the streets, but after an hour of role-
playing I realized what a different scenario for-
est defense presents, and how indispensable
this exposure was. I have a much clearer picture
of where one might find themselves if they were
to choose to protect a habitat from destruction.
In the afternoon, I learned how to respond to
injuries incurred in the wilderness. My friends
learned wilderness survival skills, about the lo-
cal imperiled species, how to tie knots, and how

to use local media outlets to spread awareness.

and gain support for actions. We each grew
with one another, became aware of the Earth
around us, and learned countless requisite
skllls I became more empowered to stand up for

10 see transplre

As the day drew to a close, the dampened bod-
ies found themselves huddled around the warmth
of a campfire, People played guitars and sang. We
shared stories, played stealth games (where we prac-
ticed skills learned from the day’s workshops) and
formed connections with the encroaching night. It
rained, and still, the woods sent a message to those
who had endeavored to assemble at this place and
time: if not you, then who—if not now, then when?

The cold hours under the stars crept by and at
daybreak, more discussions of action, infrastruc-

Rising Tide lockdown in Chicago.
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Historic Globe Forest

ture and roles gave way to carob-chip pancakes
and walks in the woods. Perhaps, with these
people, I might stand. Perhaps, in this place, we
might prevent destruction of an essential, rare,
mature and old-growth habitat. Protecting local
biodiversity, sensitive species, soil, water sources
we would save an essential section of our ecosys-
tem from a profit-seeking machine. Perhaps, all
of this would happen in my backyard.

We said our goodbyes and parted, knowing
that we’d be seeing each other again...and soon.

~NJ30: International Round up of Actions

John Kerry, which outlined the cru-
cial problems of climate change and
the need for political solutions that
extend beyond corporate compro-
mises and false solutions. The rally
then peacefully laid down on the
wet concrete and a mass “die-in”
ensued, drawing public attention
to the prospect of impending mass-
extinction. Nobody was arrested in
Boston, and a wake-up call was sent
to authorities that would be repeated
in rural and urban locales across the
US—only in other places, interac-
tion with the police would not go
as smoothly.

Rising Tide Asheville rose up on
Duke Energy, locking down to a
1.5 million pound generator being
shipped to that company’s Cliffside
coal plant. Two protestors used lock-
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media. The most famous interven-
tion of this sort occurred ten years
ago, at the WTO protests in Seattle,
where protesters from all over the
world blockaded the convention
and effectively shut down the cor-
porate, profit-driven talks. To com-
memorate that action, on November
30, 2009, activists collected their

organizing powers to interrupt the.

flow of capital in the global econ-
omy. Refusing to wait for the poli-
ticians to come to them; people
organized in their own bioregions,
and shook the devious structure of
global trade by its pillars. November
30 (deemed N30 by organizers) and,
later, December 5 (D5), marked not
only days for trade justice activists

protesting the WTO, but coexten-

sive days of climate action—the

latter having been called by Rising

Tide along with numerous non-
profits under the moniker, “Mobi-
lization for Climate Justice” (MCJ).

As dawn broke over the eastern
seaboard of the US on N30, the
MC]J went into effect. Protestors ral-
lied in Boston at City Hall Square,
delivering an open letter to Senator

boxes to prevent the moving of the

- generator as it sat atop its 300 foot

trailer, and activists hung a banner
from the monstrosity, itself, reading
“Stop Cliffside.” Earth Firstler and
former Journal short-termer, Attila
Nemecz, put it simply: “Since politi-
cians and corporations refuse to take
serious action to stop climate change,

continued on pg. 9
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" Driving - through Arizona and
Colorado, finding our way to uni-
versities and community spaces—
for three weeks life existed out of
the office and the desert—I was able
to take in the countless mountains

and trees and leaves, rusty colored .

and ready to fall. It was me and

. Agent Em on a 10-date Beehive Col-

lective tour. :

. As long-term editors of the Earth
First! Journal we try to take a break

from the business of operations, for

~ an entire two months—an issue-in-

production—once a year. With only

two of us as current long-termers

,it’s been apparent that breaks are.

crucial, and they are as necessary as
the work we do.
While taking a leave of absence, I

had the tremendous opportunity of -

presenting the new Beehive poster,

The True Cost of Coal, an expenence S
that reaffirmed all that I give to

the Journal, my community and in

hopes—our planet.
Among the topics T

discussing during the Beehlve pre-

sentations, I was pressing on about

the importance of the preserva-

_aggressive (or even constructive)
environmental coverage, with big
wigs like CNN and the Los Angeles

TABLE OF CONTENTS
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_jected to and continue to suffer un-
~ der intense police repression. I feel
“certain that the tactics of the Earth
lvFll‘St' movement have never beeﬁ

 this fiercely mdependent publ;c "‘tlon
tion of independent media. Today - ,

we are witnessing corporate-con-
trolled media divorcing itself from
' Fzrst! Journal will celebrate 30y

Times canning their eseal:chers and

scientists. Also recently under fire
was the Indymedia US site, one of

. the most important hubs for news
worldwide. Indymedia US fought
courageously to defend an interna-.

tional -icon that has empowered a

.movement of citizen journalists.

“As 100,000 descended on ‘Co-
penhagen, the. Journal Collective
kept our ears ‘to the live stream-

ing COP15 Radio from Indymedia-

Denmark. Though I was not in the
streets this year, it reminded me of

~ the mobilizations that have shaped

my life, the actions and campaigns
that affirm for me the importance
of our roles as a people who will
not allow the destruction of our
planet to continue. Our hearts are
with our comrades who were sub-

ore important. :
As editors and pubhshers of '
Earth First! Journal there is a lot of re-

sponsibility on our part to produce

and make it as accurate of a e}
of our movement as possibl
By the end of this year

- the people. 1nvolved on the ground ; :

-and those most concemed w1th the

desire to run after the

] the Frontlines and inside of

ou sewing circle—so much to do
I so much to say. We hope dearly
:ate your actions and your passions

" the New Year! Lets make our actions

print! From the early days of being a~ bold and brave!
newsletter, to the new millennium‘ —nettle
Artist: Hungry Knife

g our lands for use-

, humans and non—humans :
exe. .We bring you the news
here is much to report—

hat you will continue to communi--

sto us through these pages. Here's:to ..
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MAINE EARTH FIRST! DISRUPTS STATE'S APPROVAL OF PLUM CREEK'S DEVELOPMENT PLAN

BY MAINE EF!

On the first day of Fall, Maine Earth First! occupied the Land Use
Regulatory Commission (LURC)’s meeting at the Ramada Inn in Ban-
gor, Maine, in protest of the agency’s planned approval of Plum Creek’s
controversial development proposal in the Moosehead Lake region.
Six people were arrested for disrupting the planned vote, which gave
a green light to the largest development proposal in Maine’s history.

For the last five years, the country’s largest land holder has been
courting LURC, a regulatory agency of the Department of Conser-
vation, for a zoning change regarding more than 20,000 acres on
and around Moosehead Lake. The zoning change process has ex-

perienced an unprecedented rate of public participation. The vast.

majority of Mainers are expressing strong disapproval for the plan.
For example, critics of the plan noted that LURC received more than
1,700 comments in 2008 in opposition to a resort development on
Lily Bay as part of the Plum Creek Concept Plan, where as only six
comments expressed support

In anticipation of a “yes” vote, four EFlers rushed to the front of

' the meeting room demanding a chance to have their own vote. The
audience looked on, stunned as the four, joined by others in the

crowd, railed against the LURC commissioners for failing to do their

job'and selling out the state’s resources and biodiversity to corporate
interests instead. After refusing to leave, they sat down and linked
arms. While these activists were being forcefully removed and ar-
rested by the Bangor police, two others were arrested. The six EFlers
were charged with disorderly conduct and tresspassing. All six later
pled not guilty and are seeking a ]ury trial.

“Plum Creek has really put the ‘con’ into conservatlon, said Ryan
Clarke of Maine Earth First! “The hundreds of thotisands of acres
that Mainers believe will be conserved under this plan are in real-
ity still subject to harmful extraction projects. Plum Creek will still
be able to make millions by retaining their rights to spread sewage
sludge, build roads, clear cut forests to plant genetically engineered
trees, extract gravel and build cell phone towers. This plan will do

nothing for Maine people and just hne the pockets of corporate

CEOs from away.”

continued on pg. 6
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Maine EFlers disrupting LURCers
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Dear SFB,

To the Editorial Col-

lective: Many thanks for

two years of subscriptions
and counting. You provide
news I don’t get from any
other source and take noth-

. ing in return. I will recip-

rocate when I am more
free. Thanks, as well for
the many heartening notes
from the Roadshow with

their beautiful descriptions

and emotions.
‘To Siri: You claim that
“our children will have the

“answers to the problems of

the future.” However, we

-already know what these
answers must be, at’ least:

- well enough to Begin acting

on them, because the prob-

lems of the future will be

the problems of today exac-
erbated. With regard to cli-

mate change, 10 or 20 years

from now may be too late

*to avert fruly catastrophic

“have passed what Hansen

conditions, because we will

and many others ‘describe
as-the tipping point, beyond

. which positive  feedbacks

- temperature. . according - to=-

in the climate system will

ensure up to 9° C increased

some estimates. This would
have the effect, Li writes,

of “making the greater part

of the Earth uninhabitable
for human ‘beings, raising

the sea level by at least 25

meters, and causing the
extinction of 90 percent
of species and a possible
reduction of the world [hu-
man] population by 80 per-

- cent.” Indeed, researchers
-are not agreed as to whether

we have not passed the
tipping ‘point “alteady. As
Chomsky wrote last:month, .
“The picture might be much

- grimmer even than what

the Stern repost [which he

- for its: science, although it

is criticized for setting a
temperature increase goal
that Stern himself acknowl-

- edges would result in the

destruction of most ecosys-

net contribution to greenhouse
gas concentration, which also
approaches the level neces-
sary to sustain industrial civi-
lization. Realistically, this also

requires a majority reduction
in the first-world human pop- -

ulation (visions of salva-
tion through hypothetical
miracle technology are
unsubstantiated).

I gather from your let-

“ter that the continuation of

certain oppressed nations
is important to you. If that
is so, or if you simply care
whether the biosphere is
decimated, you should be
for consumption and popu-
lation reduction, primarily
in the First World, because
the worse conditions get, the
more it will be oppressed
nations that get the short end
of the stick. Since you have
solidarity with Jews, many
of whom are survivors of
a Holocaust that they, in
many cases, resisted with
armed struggle, can ‘you
not also find solidarity for
the resistance to the linked,

omnicidal consumption and’
‘population conditions at the

core of empire?

-My. -address is -in: the -
back of the Journal if you
care to respond.

Forlife,

—GRANT BARNES

Dear Shit for Brams,

As always, it was the‘

highlight of my day to see
that the latest issue of the
Journal had arrived, and
I would like to congratu-
late everyone involved for
releasing another -great
issue. T am
cerned about the issue sur-
rounding Ben Rosenfeld’s
article. I do. believe that
there - are other ways in
which he could have written

have been more acceptable
to many. However, I have

‘to say that I didn’t find the
article all that offensive, and

thought it part of a discus-
sion that very much needs

tems] predicts. A group of - to occur in the movement.

MIT scientists have just
released the results of what
they describe as ‘The most

_ comprehensive modeling yet

Page 4 Earth First! Brigid 2010

carried out on the likelihood
of “how much hotter the

The fact that it wasn’t pub-
lished in the latest issue of the
Journal 1 feel, was a mistake.
This is especially true since
it seems to have had what
~must be the smallest Dear

Earth’s climate will get in  Shit for Brains section ever

this century, [showing] that

without rapid and massive.
action, the problem will be

about twice as severe as pre-
viously predicted six years
ago—and could be even
worse than that.””

The main solution must
be to reduce consumption
below the level that entails a

along with the a page which
obviously needed more than
the paragraph about Ben, a

blown up DMEF! and the .

issue explanation. What 1

don’t understand is why

the article wasn’t published
alongside either a piece by

the Journal or someone’

else giving a counterargu-

ment and opening up the
floor for more discussion

in future issues. It seems’

like this is a problem that
never needed to be created,
and it’s a shame that it was.
I’ve been meaning to write
in to thank you all for your
hard work on the Journal
for a while now, and it stinks
that the push that got me to
do so ended up being this.
Looking forward to the next
issue and. hopefully some
good discussion from many
viewpoints in its pages.

' —ANONYMOUS

Dear Shit fer Braiﬁs,
Postmodern jello mold
with multicolored chunks

~of marshmallows, the end

of consumerism and,, let’s

- face it, y’all, capitalism is

on the ropes worldwide.
The spiritual crisis has
materialized, mirrored by
hordes of vacant-eyed teen-
agers walking throughout
enormous: shopping malls
while the parents fret over
home foreclosures. ‘That’s

- materialism on steroids con-

tempo. Meanwhile, global
climate destabilization gets

“more: dangerous; i

‘most folks just don’t give

a thought to because it’s all
just too complicated. Hey,
just keep shopping, right?
Adrift in the world: of
appearances like charac-
ters in a third-rate movie,
chronicled by racks of ce-
lebrity photo magazines de-

- tailing the divorce rate, pill
" popping and an occasional

murder, the fame machine
is a miserable producer

iwhich:

follows the military indus-
trial movable conclave, all
together for the holiday sea-
son December 7-18, Anno
Domini. The anarchists are
staying at Christiania.

The United States mili-
tary command at the penta-
gon has publicly stated that

. the future will be defined by

“catastrophe management.”

And my relatives wanna
know why I spend so much
time reading Vedanta phi-
losophy, sitting in medita-

_tion and identifying with the

spiritual absolute unchang-
ing reality? What was the
question?

—CRrAIG Lours STEHR

Dear SFB,

_Hello to all my connec-
tions at' the Journal. You
know who you are!

the Journal to return to after
spending a week assisting
long-time direct-action elders
and families on Black Mesa
and surrounding areas: Big
Mountain, coal mine mesa,

‘low mountain on Hopi

Partitioned Lands and
Peabody lands.

I just wanted to send you
all a quick note of grati-
tude. This issue is special.

part of the natural world.
They have now stepped
outside the bounds of what
is “natural.” Species that
remain inside the bounds of
nature are those that keep
the Earth and ecosystems
balanced. However, humans
no longer contribute to the
balance and cycles of the
Earth. We have tipped it, and
we have been slowly tipping
it farther and farther over
the past 10,000 years; since
the invention of agriculture,

"we have been allowed to

increase our numbers at an
exponential rate. We have
conquered this planet, and
by doing so, tipped the
balance so far that we are
causing a massive extinc-
tion event. The last time
this happened was the K-T
extinction, and I would not
call the asteroid that caused =
it part of our balanced ‘Earth.

Yet, hope remains. This
hope: should not be put

blindly in the future of
breeding, but W
“given to us by miracle

of evolution. There are
thousands, probably mil-
lions, of orphaned babies

and children-on-this-planet——

Rather than breed, couples |
(or even singles) who can

I'haven’t even read through..suppert-~childrenshould

s

r,.»con-ﬁwiWhere sthe“juice, oh Hol-
- lywood? A half-billion dol-

lars to make a feature-length
movie? What happened to

_acting as an art form? The

theater (in financial decline

talent! And, by the way,
why does it cost a hundred
bucks for an evening of jazz
with a date at The Spaghetti
Club? Where’s - the - free
trumpet player, the electric
piano lady and the guy who
drummed on the pavement
when we really need them?

Cut to Copenhagen,
Denmark—the last oppor-
tunity to actually do some-

‘thing to stop the ecological

tipping point from being
reached. Not a sane mind
in the house! Schemers,
political dreamers, multina-
tional corporation agendas,
green-business fix-er-uppers,
fourth-world country pOlltl-

cos goin’ for a larger piece of

the pie that doesn’t exist, and
the tower of babbling lob-
byists crowd, which always

all of the current issue, but
I wanted ‘to give a shout
out to Luke. Luke: The
“Listening to Our Instincts”
piece touched me to the

: ~ core. It is beautifully and _
_calls ‘very highly regarded’ _the article, many which may. as usual) still offers the real . tactfully written... . ... . give orphaned.children the ...

It’s a lot of humble work
getting a publication like
the Journal together, and
I thank you all for being a
part of it’s creation.

- Love and support,
—RAYANNE

-Dear Shit fer Brains,

‘1 am responding to a let-
ter written by Siri in the

take these parentless ones

in. It is not selfish to want

babies, but it is selfish to

want to give birth when so

many need homes.
Adopting will not only

families they want, but, if
done on a large scale, it will,

- over time, reduce popula-

tion. And that is a future for
this planet that one should

surely hope for. :
- —Kar
Dear Shit fer Brains,
Hey, I was tabling for the

Earth First! Journal at the

Samham/Yule 2009 issue. I first ever Seattle Anarchist
agree that human breeding Bookfair this weekend,
is no more selfish than any = and I had some spare time

other breeding species on
the planet; the will to breed
is just as strong as the will to
sleep, the will to eat and the
essential instinct to survive.

. However, it is very apparent

that humans no longer live
their lives solely on will or
instinct. Humans, no doubt
evolved and flourished as

“to read the latest Journal,
-including “Practical Ideas

For an Anti-Racist Radi-
cal Ecological Movement.”
What was interesting was
that, moments before I
started reading this: piece, -
a young womyn of color
brought up the topic of
birth and breeding as rep-



resented in the sticker (on
the table) that read “Thank
you for not breeding.” I
agreed ‘that this sentiment
could be specifically ap-
plied to lower-class folks
and, in that application,
could be the remnants of
a white-centered ideology
based on the ancient-but-
still-detrimental culture of
Social Darwinism and the
practice of eugenics. I also
explained that, on the other
hand, I could see how this
slogan could wake many
people (regardless of class
or race) out of the stupor
of socially-constructed
breeding obligations and
mindless consumerism: Get
married, buy a house, have
a kid (or three), buy toys
and diapers and clothes and
other single-use products
for each kid on a daily basis,
buy each kid their own car,
send them to college so they
can get an academic degree
and be able to afford to rep-
licate their parents’ lifestyle
and breeding habits so that
they can have kids, etc.

But then, after our con- .

versation was over and I sat
down to read this article, I
was convinced that breeding
and population do nothave a
1:1 correlation with ecologi-
cal destruction. Rather, it is
the irresponsible behavior
of the people (in all classes

‘and races) that is desplcable

gr()wth just makes it appear
 to be exacerbated enormously.

At the root, if everyone fol-
lows suit with their parents’
lifestyles and don’t take the
personal responsibility to af-
fect théir surroundings from
an authentic understanding
of their own relationship to
the Earth, the results will

be, negative no matter what

the population-count. -
With that in mind, I found
that those stickers can be
reformatted to read “Thank
you for being.”
" —PROFANE STEPHANE,
SEATTLE

Dear SFB,

Loved the latest ish...
And I got feedback.

First, Kristian Williams’
article was great, but why
was there no bio?- This
author has written great
stuff; the Journal should
be flaunting it when we
get someone willing to use
their name and lend their
reputation to the paper. It
helps balance out so many
articles coming from pen-
names and pseudonyms; it
gives more legitimacy to his
powerful perspective and
helps him promote his great
books (such as Our Enemies
in Blue, published by Soft
Skull Press).

Also, there were a few bad
typos in the “Approaches
to Informants” side bar on
the same page. We were
in the “Umpqua” not

“““Lumpqua;” and it’s the

CLDC, not the CELDC .
another important plece

T erg us 300 marp or @f (/'m%

that loses credibility for
minor reasons.

The Doomsday Moun-
tain EF! comic was cute,
but too damn big! And it
was way to sub-cultural to
be that close to the front. I
love having comics in here,
but that one should have
been smaller and towards
that back (maybe near the
book reviews or updates).

Finally, about Frontlines:

four out of ten listings

were Animal Liberation
Front related. They could
have been condensed to
one listing. The Journal
should not be primary a
mouthpiece for animal lib-
eration actions. They have
their own outlets (pretty
damn good ones). To put it
bluntly, I am not inspired
by hearing of sabotage

~ against small and medium

meat and leather business
owners in other countries.
I’'m not opposed to it; I just
don’t think it serves the
goals of the Journal well.
Here in Florida, Seminoles
and -Florida Crackers have
a cattle-ranching culture that
predates factory farming
and a land ethic that we can
learn a lot from. These short
Frontlines provide no con-
text about the source of the
meat and leather.

Combined with the listing
of Greek migrant prison riots
(ves, I love ’em, but hear

‘me out) it’s confusing for ind
‘ cessmg factory or wh'*fever -

somecne expectmg actions
about fighting industrial-

ism’s destruction of the
planet. I think it would be
better to have less flashy ac-
tions that are more on point
with biocentric intentions.

In closing this review, cri-
tique; rant... I love the paper
deeply and am committed to
the Journal’s success in rep-
resenting and growing the
direct action environmen-
tal movement. I distribute
a lot of them. I want them
to be relevant and inspiring
outside of young punk anar-
chist circles.

It’s not like I’m calling
for some massive change.

(Although, come to think of”

it, I did recently get a strange
fortune cookie telling me
that a radical ecology publi-
cation could be relocating to
my neck of the sub-tropics
in the future... weird, huh?)
I just want to see us use our
publication to the fullest:
For a world without bor-
ders, prisons or fear -of
butchering our own food,
—PanNagioT TSOLKAS

Dear shit for brains,

Please realize that the forest
is more than the trees and that
there are all sorts of single and
multi-celled organisms in the

home to compost and fertil-
ize fruit and nut trees, that’s
cool—those soil organisms
would be just as happy.
Now, to be sure, there
is the rare ecosystem that

“lacks ‘a plethora of shit-

eaters, but I guarantee you
that any forest system that
has been recently defended
by blockaders is not one
of those.

Yours, against stupidity,
for more shitting in the
woods, and for an eco-
logical vision'that encom-
passes more than trees and

furry things,

forest floor that would loveto =

eat your shit. Some are insects,

some are fingi, some are bac-

teria. They would rather you

leave .your shit-in the woods

than send it to some ﬁxck.ing

Now, if you want to take it

The 2009 Eartbﬂrst’ ]ouma] Reader Survey Results

In t'he September -October 2009 -Mabon edition of the EF!
]oumal we 1nc1uded a Reader Survey to get some feedback about

c.0f the operations:~The-Earth. First!

The people that have collectively worked to produce the Iourhal in
the last year or so would like to see some restructuring in the future.
. We appreciate all feedback, from the 2009 survey and beyond, and.

Journal is malntalned by a collective of editors, some are lbrrgmencourage our.readers tosend-letters-to the editors or, Dear Shit fer

term and others are short-term—those who work on a single ' Brains, as we say. The Reader Surveys can still be sentto ourPO-Box - -

issue c_)f the Journal.

address. Here are the results, thank you for your input!

1. Are you currently ’s@bscribed to the EF!
Journal? : '

BN sl 5 20%
2. Have you subscribed in the past? -

ATYeS s T e 80%

BaNoes e el 20%

3. Do you buy your c’oples of the EF! Jour-
nal for a bookstore, co-op or independent
seller? .

4. For how many years have you been read-
ing the EF! Journal?

50% said 10 years or more

1 person said ”since it started”

5. On a scale of 1-10. (10 being the highest) of

what importance do you place the EF! Journal
among other environmental publications?

: 90% rated usa 7 or above

6. Do you personally believe print is dead or-
should die? :

7. Do you get the majority of your news from
the internet? :

A YeS A s S a 19%
DN aan s 67%
SO0 i it e 14%

8. What are a couple other publications and/
or news sources do you depend on?

Sierra Club, Earth Island Journal, New
York Times, Greenpeace, Orion, Harpers,
TheMatch' etc.

9. Would your support of the Earth First! Jour-
nal change if it was produced on a quarterly
basis?

- 10. Do you wish the EF! Journal was: » :
a. A monthly newsletter (printed, on 8.5x11

paper, infblack and white, staple bound)

..................................................... 14%
“b. In magazine format.................. S 38%
C. Contmumg in its current newspaper style-

..................................................... 29%
d. A quarterly, bound publication............23% .
e. Able to be purchased in more places......9%

-f.. Other ideas: web-based, just stay inex-

pensive, whatever works.

Nz

11. Do you wish the EF! Journal website was:
a. Updated more regulatly......................... 19%

_b. Downloadable in PDF format..................5%

c. Set up as an open-publishing news wire (i.e.
Indymedia sites) where people submit content and
are able to see their posting that day............... 19%
d. Completely replacing the print version of

“the EF! Journal........ RS i e 5%

e. Other ideas: computers suck, I hate the
internet, smash your computers before
the feds do, would Ned Ludd appreve?

12. .If the EF! Journal was available online in its

. entirity as well as able to be downloaded and
- printed, would you subscribe or donate to the

project?
A YeSi i s s n i -..33%
b NOG GGt v 020
Maybes s sisinan o aa 5%

12. Do you think that a de-centralization of .
the production of the EF! Journal, if done right,
could be a good opportunity to find a more sus-
tainable model then the one we are currently :

workmg with?
a VoS haiails 48%
beNoO v e s 28%
Maybe. casiaiinsisannaigg 10%

Don't Know..........ooceivnivinnniine e 14%
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- spokeswoman Anna Martin.

'Prtester blocking the entrance of a businessman..

Banner hung from the ediface of the European Comm:sswnbuzldmg

3q°quuizy MMm//:dny ,Io' Asaunoo ojoyd

Climate Alism i Brissles

Activists Shut Down European Business Conference

BY LEIGH PHILLIPS

British-style “climate camp”
activists shut down the annual
_conference of the Confederation
of European Business in Brus-
sels on the morning of Wednes-
day October 28, occupying and
. blockadlng the European Com-
_ mission building wherte indus-
trialists were due to talk about
global warming.

The new group, Climate Alarm,
,»accused the EU executive of
- getting into bed with the busi-
nesses sponsoring the conference,
which include Shell, Daimler and
Arcelor-Mittal, companies it says
_ are some of the worst carbon .
emitters in the world: -

“Corporate lobbyists have no
role to play in deciding how to
deal with the climate crisis;” said

“IThese firms] all lobby hard to
obstruct strong action on climate
change...
have made windfall profits from
a failing carbon market.”

A few dozen - campaigners
from the Netherlands, Belgium,
Germany and other nations
swooped ‘into the commission’s
Charlemagne building a few
minutes before 9:00 am. EU
officials had lent the building to
the employers’ group, Business

Europe, for free for the dul:atlon.,.?.
of the conference

2q°qUUiay MAMM//:dnY Jo Asa1ino) ojoyd

Some protesters- chained the
entrance closed - while others
deliberately trapped themselves
inside the large glass revolving
doors by jamming wooden door
stops into its base, preventing
any delegates from entering.

- “This is the second time the Eu-
ropean Commission has hosted
Business Europe’s annual confer-
ence. It shows how close the EU
institutions are to business when
it comes to climate change, z Mar-,
tin explained.
~ Such radical direct action has
been on the increase over the
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At the same time, they .

last couple of years in the UK,
where - activists have occupied
or tried to disrupt two coal-fired
power stations and stop the ex-
tension of Heathrow airport. In

‘April, activists blocked streets .

in London’s financial district to

protest the EU emissions trad-.

ing scheme.

- Though it lasted two hours
before police used pepper spray
to disperse some of the activ-
ists and arrested 20, the October
28" blockade was the first time
climate campers had taken such

-action in the European capital.

Martin warned that closer to
the UN climate conference in
Copenhagen in December, there

- will be more and more of this
~ sort of activity.

“We will see some very strong

_actions in Copenhagen. In terms:
- of international attention, Co-

penhagen will easily match Se-
attle,” she said, referring to the
demonstrations that shut down
the World Trade Organization
ten years ago, the protest that

_saw the birth of the anti-globali-

sation movement.
The major environmental

Non-Governmental Organiza-

tions (NGOs) and development
groups in Brussels regularly en-
gage in showpiece stunts out-

- side the EU buildings. On the
.same-day, inan Oxfam.. action;-

hundreds of miniature tents
were set up-in Brussels Central
Station as well as'in London,

Berlin, Dublin and Madrid to
“symbolise the plight of climate

refugees, while Action Aid cam-
paigners “hammered” on the
doors of the European Summit
of premiers and presidents on
Thursday, October 29.

The events are almost always
carefully co-ordinated with po-
lice and building security. But
the Climate Alarm action was
not authorised by the Brussels
police, which the campaigners

- believe is why the police took

the unusual step of using pep-
per spray.

The activists, who formed the
new organisation at a climate

camp on the Belgian-Dutch bor-
der this summer, are linked to
Climate Justice Action (CJA), a
wider global network of groups

with a strong presence from

NGOs in the developing world,

‘which say that emissions reduc--

tions targets do not match what

~ scientists are demanding . and
_that the range of climate solu-
_tions on offer actually exacer-

bates global warming and only
benefits business.

Emissions trading, carbon cap-
ture and storage, carbon offsets,
biofuels and nuclear power-
embraced by the EU and to a
lesser degree by some of the more

“mainstream green outfits as the

main strategies to tackle climate
change—have been denounced by
CJA as “false solutions.”

They also say that industri-
alized countries owe an “envi-
ronmental debt” to developing
countries for creating the cli-
mate crisis.

. “Climate Change is Every-
. One’s Business” -

- The action managed to pre-
vent a crowd of some 200
delegates from entering the

‘building. Hans Korteweg, a se-.
nior manager with Foratom,

the European Atomic Forum,
told this website, “One of their
banners says: ‘Our climate is
not your business,” but climate
is everyone’s busmess, includ-
ing business.”

“Business absolutely has arole’
to play-we have the solutions
available, the technology we
can transfer and the money to
invest,” he added. “They should

~come into the meeting and de-
_bate, not.shut.it-downs/ """
—-Enzo~Gatta, industrial affairs

chairman of Business ‘Europe,
was furious: “It’s just unbeliev-
able. I really don’t understand
this. We have enormous amounts
of money to invest.” -

“It’s not about lobbying. There
is already worldwide acceptance
that emissions must be reduced.
There is no serious debate on

this anymore. Now it is just a -

question of co-ordination. That
is what is being discussed.”

A bemused researcher on en-
ergy and transport from Italy’s
National Research Council, who
was also stuck outside, was more
relaxed about the situation.
Leaning against his luggage and
pulling out a pack of cigarettes,
Vincenzo Antoniicci said the ac-
tivists had a point..

“It’s difficult. On the one hand,
what they are saying is true about
the likes of Shell and Daimler, of

_course. This is a correct point of

view. But on the other hand, even
inside these companies, there are
a few, some who are serious about
climate change.”

“And green energy is expen-
sive; it’s big business. The revo-
lution isn’t gomg to pay

Dcvclopmcnt ,
. continued from page 3
JeSSIe Dowhng, of Rlsmg Tide

‘North Amenca and Earth First!

Explained, “in times of great
climate crisis and economic cri-
sis, our Iand use planners need
to be v151onanes and leaders,
and not subject to small private
interests. The North Woc
Moosehead Lake ar »_a'part of the
largest undeveloped region east
of the MlSSlSSlpp] River. This area
plays a significant role in our
global community as a carbon
sink. Development for second
homes and resorts should not be
a priority at this time.”

Maine Earth First! has ‘been
cxincal of Plum Creek’s pro-
posal from the beginning and
is pledging contxnued resistance
to the plan as it moves forward
1n the commg month Meg




By STorRM

In the December edition of Environmen-
tal Science and Technology, Georgia Tech
City and Regional Planning Professor Brian
Stone published a paper that suggests that
policymakers need to address the influence
of global deforestation and urbanization on
climate change, in addition to greenhouse
gas emissions. A synopsis of this paper and
the issues surrounding it appeared in an
article in the November 11 issue of Sci-
ence Daily entitled, “Reducing Greenhouse
Gases May Not Be Enough To Slow Cli-
mate Change.” According to Stone’s paper,
though the international community met
in Copenhagen in December to craft a new
framework for responding to anthropo-
genic global heating, policymakers need to
work to extensively broaden the range of
management strategies beyond just green-
house gas reductions alone.

Duh! There are EFlers—and a few others—
who have been talking about this for more
than 20 years, and they’ve experienced much
frustration at the difficulty many people seem
to have in understanding and incorporating
this issue into their worldviews and strate-
gies. There are Indigenous peoples who have
known this for centuries, often because they
learned the lesson the hard way: the Mayan
civilization clearcut and eroded itself right
into the dark depths of humynity, as have
others.

“Across the US as a whole, approximately
'50 percent of the warming that has occurred
since 1950 is due to land use changes (usually
in the form of clearing forest for crops or cit-

ies) rather than to the emission of greenhouse

at more than twice the rate of the planet
__as.a whole, a rate that is mostly attributable

view across a

to land use change. As a result, emissions

reduction programs—Ilike the cap-and-trade
program under consideration by the US

- Congress—may not sufficiently slow climate
change in large cities where most people live
and where land use change is the dominant
driver of warming.”

According to Stone’s research
the rate of forest loss around the world and

._regenerating lost forests could significantly
slow the pace of global heating. :

A common misconception regarding
anthropogenic global heating (much
more accurate terminology than -global

- “warming”) is that it began durmg the

so-called “Industrial Revolution” with the.

attendant exponential rise in “greenhouse

gas” emissions. Rather, that’s when global

heating rapidly accelerated. It actually began
more than 6,000 years ago, when humyns
began clearing forests and wcodlands, as

well as draining wetlands to launch large- :

scale monoculture agribusiness, bu11d cities
and establxsh _empires. The vast region that

is now the Sahara Desert was already experi-

- encing a natural cycle of warming and dry-

ing, but this was greatly exacerbated by the

slowing

wholesale clearcutting of forests and drain-
ing of wetlands by the Egyptians, Greeks,
Carthaginians and Romans as they strove to
expand their respective empires. The desert
we see there today is far more extreme than
it would have been otherwise.

Current climate science research—both
that of on-the-ground observation of cur-
rent climate change as well as that projected
by increasingly refined and sophisticated
climate models—indicates that what is hap-
pening now and that which is to come will
likely be considerably worse than what has
been projected even in recent years. While
most everyone in moderate, liberal, left, pro-
gressive, and radikal circles are now jumping
on the anti-emissions bandwagon (a worthy
effort, to be sure), very few—even in green

activist communities—are talking about this.

other facet of humyn-caused global heating,
much less tackling it. A handful of us beat
our heads against the wall trumpeting this

message continually, and that’s saying noth- .

ing about Indigenous peoples’ efforts (who
almost nobody else on Earth cares to listen
to anyway) regarding this. This oversight
is particularly mind-boggling in ecocentric
movements like ours where we have people
questioning Earth First!’s overall relevance
in the 21st Century (as if the other essential
underpinnings of EF! have somehow waned
in significance).

In a world where virtually nobody else
is acknowledging—much less grappling
with the role of shabby land-use policies
in destabilizing the Earth’s climate—it

would seem that we in EF! have our work- §
cut out for us. Our adversaries are very .

aware of this 1ssue, however. It is no acci-
' t touch

special-interest chques now, can we”) It's no
accident that this issue is so “overlooked” by

so many and that those

scientists—as well as

‘the world’s native peo-
ples—who are onto this
issue are barely audible -
yin the cacophony that

= Sthe “global change”
'S craze has created. The
-coal, oil and gas outfits

: day is coming to a close
and want to gobble up

z falls (been to Appala-
chia lately? How about

The timber industry
is already launching
claims that “global warming will take out

ting clearcut.

‘these forests, so let’s liquidate them now

before it’s too late.” Even if they are coi-
rect, these current ecosystems will serve as
compost for the new ones that teplace them,
but not if Wall Street desiccates them first
(remember afore-mentioned Sahara Desert?).
Vegetative ecosystems not only sequester car-
bon, they sequester water, and water is life.
Any questions?

This article was written in Maine, which is
home to—among other interesting things—

the largest undeveloped wilderness in the -

Lower 48, east of the MlSSlSSlppl River. The

‘Moosehead Lake Region of the Great North

Woods, the southern buffer of the great Ca-
nadian faiga, is in the crosshairs of none oth-
er than Plum Creek Timber & Real Estate, the
largest private landowner on Turtle Island;.
Its abysmal land-use practices are legend-

—ary. “Scum Creep Plunder” seeks to develop

large tracts of the Moosehead Lake Region

into a ritzy yuppie “outdoor” resort—com-

plete with gated commumtles, golf courses,
manicured, landscaping, swimming pools,
resort shoppmg malls... the works. This is for
people who have one if not several homes

"2 who know their dark

every penny that they
can before the curtain

Black Mesa, Arizona?).

Weather or Not...

already, where so many humyn and non-

“humyn creatures are homeless.

Two years ago, Maine Earth First! and Na-
tive Forest Network-Gulf of Maine partici-
pated in several weeks of public hearings,
sponsored by Maine’s Land Use Regula-
tory Commission (LURC) regarding this

A barren ladscpe where there was once fores

extremely controversial - project. Radikal
environmentalists brought to the table
this issue (alonig with many others) dur-
ing these hearings. In doing so, they raised

-the eyebrows of many people (including

LURC officials) who were largely unaware
of this crucial component to the climate -
equation. LURC finally made its decision
at the beginning of this Autumn, and, af-
ter throwing us a rubber bone’in the form
of a footnote, stating that climate might

- be an issue; ruled in favor of Scum Creep -

Plundet’s proposed playground for the rich
on Moosehead Lake. We are appealing this
decision, and we're not stopping there—too
much is at stake.

‘As EF! continues to fight for wild places,
wild creatures and wild cultures, we must
continue to push the climate/land-use
connect1on to the forefront as part of our .

Slowing the rate of forest
loss around the world and
regeneratlng lost forests
could significantly slow
the pace of global heatlng

efforts. Along with the defense of all remam-
ing ecosystems must come mass, wholesale s
eco-restoration projects—in semi-wild, ru-
ral, suburban and urban realms—to help
animals and humyns to both survive and
mitigate the oncoming climate catastrophe.
The United Nations had its party in Co-
penhagen and the attendant protesters
disrupted it. Now, let’s bring this to equal

_footing with the emissions-reduction band-

wagon—much as we did 10 years earlier in

Seattle when we carried ecocentrism into -
the streets alongside labor, humyn rights

and economic justice. We may be the only
ones doing so.
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- The World Trade Organization: Pirating the Planet

BY DANDY LION

The World Trade Organrzatlon (WTO)
formed quietly in 1994 as a result of the
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
(GATT): Over 130 member countries agree .
to adhere to many heinous rules regulating
international trade. The WTO must be shut
down because it is unelected, unaccount-
able and has the power to undermine local -
laws that protect the environment and labor -
from exploitation. Non-elected  corporate
panels act as judges over economic issues in:

_disputes brought before the WTO. Corpora
influence is shaping and binding intern,
tional trade rules.’In 100 cases over the fir
four years at the WTO, all decisions made [
these panels have favored corporations ov:
labor, corporations over public health an
corporations over the environment.

US Agricultural Secretary Dan Glickm
in remarks to the President’s Export Cous
cil, said agnculture was the one issue that
could “make or break” the negotiations
the WTO Ministerial in Seattle, Washin
ton, happening November 30-December

- According to US Trade Representative Char-
sky, the main US agenda will *
be ito 1ncrease¢ore1gn market access for US
ds. The US alsorwants to reduce tariffs

lene Bars

d regulatory bar

Review of the Agreement on T ‘hnical Bar-
riers to Trade (TBT), Sanitary and Phyt%o%a
itary Standards (SPS) and the Trade Related
Property Rights Agreement (TRIPS) are all

on the agenda.

In February 1998, negotlatlons for a bio- :

safety protocol to regulat

trna and several other count ~f

tions ar-d labeling of GE products as Qppbsed :
to other nations, who see the “precautionary
principle” as crucial to state sovereignty. As
a result of this deadlock, biosafety protocol -
probably has no more than a 50/50 chance of
being enacted. A US Food and Drug Admin-
istration (FDA) 1992 rule precludes the FDA

from regulating GE crops, so it is unlikely
that the US will ever sign onto either the bio-
safety or biodiversity protocols. Mandatory
labeling of GE products has been enacted in
several countries and is also threatened by

WTO rules.
Here is a b;

ms of a western style Intellectual Property
“Rights. system. Such biopiracy is epidemic.
The implementation of TRIPS, which is
based on the US style patent regimes, should
be stopped immediately.

The WTO’s Agreement on TRIPS creates
ronific ;

a ~as food*t at may be contafnmated or ti
up of the US, New Zealand Ecuador, Argen-

The Global Free Logging Agreement
The “accelerated tariff liberalization” in
the SPS agreement is an attempt by the US_
and Canada to remove remaining import
taxes, known as -tariffs, on processed wood

products in order to penetrate Asian mar-

‘under .

‘considered a patent

. ownership bytransnauonal corporatlons
. The Agreement on Agriculture
! another arena,

kets. A study by the Forest and Paper Asso-
ciation shows that reduction of tariffs would
result in a three to four percent increase in
global wood consumption (clearly their goal).
Increased consumption means increased log-
ging, making this a virtual “Global Free
ogging Agreement” (FLA). In Britain, the
oduction of non-trade measures into
agreement could lead to the outlawing
orest protection schemes. The FSC pro-
ibits the use of GE trees while providing
ependent and international wood cer-
ation for the labeling of well-managed
st products.

his sinister FLA is being pushed by Mon-
to, big tlmber, big 011 an others with in-

u;the Agreement on Ag-

ger, more “efficient agribusinesses in both
ustrialized and non-industrialized parts
C he world, with disastrous consequences
a for small-scale agriculture and rural commu-
nities. GE agriculture is especially pervasive
in so-called “third world” nations (with the
most biodiversity). So, regardless of how

farmers decide to grow, bio-
tense threats. Further AOA -

ok negotratron§ will be launched at the Seattle
. -'Mlmsterlal

ber that may carry diseases. The “precau-
_tionary. principle” is-no
- the agreement because
barrier to trade. The WTO declared an ob-
scure agency, Codex Alimentarius (influ-
enced heavily by corporate interests), as the
authority on food safety standards for the
world. This agency poses a significant threat
to consumer protectlons and drastically hm-
its consumers’ right to know.

&cordmg to the UN, roughly
_people depend on farm-saved

odisecurity. Under WTO-enforced
SEN

onsanto has the right to take -

farmers to court if they collect and use seeds
from its patented plant varieties—including
GE seeds. Monsanto has opened more than ~
475 such seed piracy cases nationwide.~

This article originally appeared_in“the EF! ]
Samhain edition, November-December, 1999.
Back issues of the EF! ] are available for 35 each.

~ SEATTLE+10

BY Viroria 2012

By all accounts the accom-

plishments of the 1999 Protests

in Seattle were phenomenal.

- Citizens of the world, afforded

little to no representation on the

: conventional
forms of gover-
- nance and pow-

for the elite to
express dissent.
As opposed to
demonstrating
alone against
the force of
legislation that
tore ‘asunder

work of labor
and environmen-
tal movements,
.- § they locked arms
B S in solidarity.
iz Toget her,
S with combmed
gpower of unity,
15 the old Direct
i2 Action Network
g (DAN) brought
S activists from
a diverse range
t the WTO. of backgrounds

e
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er, assembled

centuries old

and interests together to engage
in a totally .inclusive project: .a
carnival against capital. On the
morning of N30, activists sur-
rounded the Washington State
Convention and Trade Center,
blockading the access streets,
and opening an autonomous lib-
erated zone. There, non-violence
led to wild, ebullient street fes-
tivities, complete with puppets,
costumes, music, and free food.

" For this reason, academics situ-
ate the legacy of Seattle 1999
among other historical out-
bursts of popular rebellion. For

instance, the 1871 Paris Com-

mune and the wild mirth of
May 1968. Unfortunately, just
as the Insurrections of the Paris
Commune and May ‘68 fell to
violent repression and martial

_power, the legacy of Seattle ‘99

includes the unprecedented
militarization that ensued un-
der the Bush Administration.

‘Since 1999, those meetings of
“the global elite that define the

course of international relations

have not given way. They have

become far more aggressively
protected. No-protest zones
have extended into miles-wide
areas under total pohce con-

trol, while authorities employ
numerous undercover agents

‘to infiltrate; agitate and destroy

protestors. Most infamous was
reports of rape and torture by po-

lice forces during the 2004 Miami -
Free Trade Area of the Americas.

‘Even still, the solidarity of
forces that joined together
in 1999 to form. coalitions of
“teamsters —and turtles”. has
held loosely together in Blue/
Green Alliances throughout the
United ' States, while anarchist
networks continue to. mobilize.
As protests continue to devel-
op, along with -diverse societ-
ies throughout the world (from
the Citizens Trade Campaign to
_squatter communities), a more
widespread call to end neo-liberal
globalization expands over the
entire public spectrum. The elec-
torate voted for the current US

Congress, along with Obama“

himself, on the mandate of

- ending the “free trade adven-

_ture.” In the midst of the crash

of free market capital, the State
floods public resources back.

into the subsequent undertow
of power relations to rescue the
project of finance capital. The
memory of Seattle should en-

caurage actrvrsts to contlnue ‘

struggling to create liberated

spaces everywhere, against the
_ tide of world domination.

yn-oxvipawdpu Jo Asaun05 ojoyd

Militant workers’ bloc.

The impetus of Seattle 1999, as
a product of the anti-globalization
struggle, has been validated by
the historic crash. To wit, the
People’s Summit, the organizers

“of COP15 protests recalled the
- climactic emergence of social

space during N30, out of which
a new world of creative action
was realized. Indeed, through
the tear gas and pepper spray,
we trace the residue left behind

‘by the Battle of Seattle along the
.spray-painted scrawl that adorns

the walls holding back our col- -
lective desrre , -
From the backwoods to. the
slums to the suburbs and back
to Copenhagen: “Remember, we

- afe winning!”



N30: International Roundup of Actions

continued from page 1
citizens must step in to shut down
coal plants.”

In New York City, an MCJ rally assembled
outside of Bank of America to protest the
bank’s investment in false solutions (anti-
climate policy lobbying) and exploitation
of natural resources (investment mountain
top removal, oil ‘& gas exploration, etc).
NASA climate scientist, Dr. James Hansen,
spoke on the “privatization of the atmo-
sphere” via cap and trade to the rally, which
then chanted until a marching band broke
out, leading the protest to its next destina-
tion, the Natural Resource Defense Council
(NRDC). At the NRDC building, protestors
acted out a street theater performance of
activists chasing corporate lobbyists, politi-
cians, as well as the NRDC’s own promot-
ers of false solutions and the grim reaper

down the street. Briefly taking the street, the -

march of over a hundred like-minded activ-
ists stood up to the police ranks, vans and
motorcyclists present. A team entered the
NRDC to engage officials in a discussion, but
were prevented from climbing the stairs by
police. One dedicated protestor was arrested
for allegedly attempting to chain themselves
to the front doors, but the protest continued
undeterred for some time.

Further rallies took place throughout
New England—in Portland and. Bangor,
Maine and Burlington, Vermont—but the
Midwest was not to be outdone. In Chi-
cago, 200 climate activists thronged to the
financial district, targeting the Chicago Climate
Exchange. Angie Viands, of Rainforest Ac-

tion Network (RAN) Chicago, explained the -

relevance of local action to international
struggles like the December 15 climate talks
in Copenhagen: “From Chicago to Copen-
hagen, powerful companies are cashing in

public concern over climate change in or-

der to make a buck. Carbon trading institu-
--tions like the Chicago Climate Exchange are
privatizing the air we breathe and handing
over rights to the atmosphere to the biggest
polluters. Carbon Trading is a fraudulent
market that intensifies social injustice, does

the real climate solutions we urgently need.”

'A “Battle of Seattle”-style lockdown took
place, as 12 people—arms locked together
through cement tubes—blockaded a central
intersection and shut down Chicago’s finan-
cial sector for two full hours before berng ar-
rested. “This is a message that we will not
allow officials and negotiators to forget from
now on,” Viands declared. “We will be back
until we are heard.” :

MCJ West sprung into action in simi-
lar fashion. After careful and cautious
planning, over 300 activists in San Fran-
cisco rallied at Justice Hermann Plaza in
the morning, and marched down Market
Street chanting “System Change not Cli-
mate Change!” The crowd halted outside
of Bank of America, while two dozen ac-

tivists locked down to each entrance. The
protest ended at 2:30 pm, but not before
23 activists had been arrested, and a clear
message had been sent to the establish-
ment on the urgency of action to contra-
vene climate change. ;

“have enough water to st

Finally, in Seattle, people from all over
the Northwest convened in Seattle to attend
the People’s Summit from November 27-29.
Keynote speaker, Amy Goodman, spoke on -
grassroots organizers, and other workshops
convened covering issues from immigra-
tion to employment and climate change.
On November 30, a contingent of protes-
tors followed up the Summit with demon-
strations against Bank of America and Chase
Bank. At the latter location, two demonstra-
tors performed an act of non-violent civil
drsobedlence, lockmg down to Chase Bank
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Protesters converge on Coke plant in India
as a crowd encouragingly chanted, “Chase
Bank, Climate Criminals!” Police arrested
the two, wrapping up the N30 actions in
Seattle. As with the WTO actions in 1999, .
however, the first day was only the beginning,
and resistance in the US was only the tip of
the iceberg.

In India on N30, over 2,000 vrllagers marched
to the Coca-Cola plant in Mehidganj, chant-
ing “Shut Down Coca-Cola” and “Climate Jus-
tice Now!” As the worst drought in 40 years
rampages through India, Coca-Cola’s pollu-
tion of water supplies throughout the subcon-
tinent have enraged many. Nandlal Master, an
organizer with the key community organiz-
ing group, Lok Samiti, explained, “Coca-Cola
cannot continue to mine for millions of liters

diganj when our commumtles do not
livelihoods. Coca-Cola must shut down.” Per
force, Coca-Cola’s claims to be “water neutr
in Mehdiganj have been proven “misleading”
and “impossible” by its own study. ,
Much of the action of November 30 took

_place in Geneva, Switzerland, where this
not reduce emissions in a meaningful way, .
and acts as a dangerous distraction from.

year’s WTO Ministerial took place. Four
thousand non-violent marchers rallied to:
demonstrate their dissent against the WTO
meeting. Discussions among the 110 minis-
ters inside ran in circles, according to press
reports. Talks concentrated on the “Doha
round” of talks without actually engaging

_in them. In fact, all the engaging was going

on outside of the conference, as roughly
200 rioters struggled against police con-
trol, breaking windows, setting cars ablaze,
and desperately attempting to disrupt the
elites in their qu1xot1c quest to conquer
the world.

Activists in Canada plcked up the slack
for the next week, giving the public a few
refreshing feminders that Seattle was still

- a battlefield well into December of 1999.

A consistent stream of six successful sit-ins
across the nation, waged against politi-
'vc1ans false solutions promoters and
- ° tar sands advocates, inspired the coun-
: try from November 22 to December 5.
< The offices of Canadian-Environment
3 s Minister Jim Prentice, Labour Minister
& © Rona Ambrose, Finance Minister Jim
Flaherty, Minister Gary Lunn, Minister

of Transport Infrastructure and Com-
L munities, John Baird, and finally, Tory
o = 2 Member of Parliament, Andrew Saxton
 were all occupied. All told, bv Decem-
ber 5, 29 people had been arrested on
the same ridiculous charges—“Assault

n Francisco by Tresspass.” - They still await triui

Meanwhil~, Phoenix activists disrupted a
JP Morgan Chase luncheon. They grabbed
the stage and addressed the hall of lunching
bankers with chants against coal interests.
The group was eventually escorted out by
a security guard. They found themselves

‘reduce emissions, itis in truth : no more than
trol over the commons. It is the antithesis

‘of what climate justice activists are calling

‘root causes of all our varied crises—carbon

the ice caps, ‘the orangutansé—not even the
spiders or fleas or even the mosquitoes. Our

5each other, and the trme to make 1t happen :

detained outside

the Phoenix Con-

vention Center

for a brief time,

but managed ‘to §

elude arrest up §

a workers’ ramp

and onto the light

rail, proving Sher-

iff Arpaio’s plans

for a perfectly

surveilled society S&

are completely ‘S e

ridiculous. Large puppets accompanied protests in Switzerland.
On .the last day of action, DS, more

demos emerged around the world. First,

in Portland, an estimated .700 people

marched on Portland State University to

demonstrate their support for “turning

around the WTO.” Teach-ins and house °

parties were also conducted in Tucson,

Arizona, and other cities throughout Texas

and Minnesota, reflecting a shared vision

between climate and trade justice activ-

ists. In London, England, 40,000 people

marched through the streets in a .“Stop

Climate Chaos” march, on December 7,

police arrested 31 demonstrators shutting

down Chevron headquarters in San Ramon,

California, and actions continued to mount

in preparation for the Copenhagen Climate

Talks of COP1S.

3504 uoaSutlingy Jo Asaunos ojoyd

sented sa "solutron" to the crisis, a way to

a mechamsm for expanding corporate con--

for. Instead of addressing poverty, injustice,
hunger, environmental degradation—the

markets are on course to.converting virtually
every scrap of land, every drop of water, ev-
ery patch of sky, into a commodity, available
for polluters to buy and sell in their grand
game of pretend. Even worse, it seems, the
charade has robbed us of our own will and
integrity, leaving us feeling entirely impo-
tent, because, we are told, it is not our own
personal force, our own strength, wisdom
and common sense that will lead us forward
but rather, the blind, entirely amoral “mar-
ket forces” we are to put our faith in.

Surely the Earth and her people will rebel!
Surely we will not allow this to happen!
Surely we will all stand up (or lie down) and
declare that the air is not for sale, the Earth
is not for sale, the forests are not for sale, our
farms are not for sale, nor our soils. Our bio-
diversity is not for sale, not the polar bears,

children’s: ‘futures are not for sale. It is time
for a new relatronshrp with the Earth and

.. .while I was lymg on the pavement in the mxddlc of LaSalle and Adams Sttcet looer:g up at the sky. | contcmplatcd the blgger picture. . .|
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» ssions. after representatives from the
G8 Group of Developed Nations refused to
promise to cut emissions. The next morning,
forty activists blockaded the entrances to the
conference center and posted stickers insist-
ing that the talks had closed. As the talks
proceeded to fall apart, hundreds of protes-
tors marched through the streets under the
slogan “the climate is not for sale.” Finally,
crashing the closing ceremony, activists
chanted, “Markets are the problem, not the
solution,” and marched to the front of the

_closing plenary with a banner in tow. It ap-
pears to have declared, “Obama is finishing
what Bush started.’” No arrests were made.

~ Mink Liberation Spree Strikes Europe
= Between the days of October 15 and Octo-

_ ber 19, activists set free over 20,000 mink. On .
October 15, French liberationists’ opened up
* a fur farm in the village of Samt Byvranet in

Southwest France, returning approximately
4,200 mink to the wild. Not to be outdone,
Spanish activists freed over 17,500 mink on

~ October 19. These mmk came '_om four
liberated mink farms in the provinces of

Galicia and Soria, which lie several hun-
dred miles apart, indicating that the efforts
may have taken careful and coordinated,
inter-state planning. '

The ELF Emerges from the Russian
-~ Countryside
> : In a lyrical dispatch sent on October 3,
the Earth Liberation Front proclaimed “the
beginning of the continuation of the strug-
gle” to protect the Butovo forests. Standing
up to the internal intelligence service’s plans
to chop down 135 trees and 268 shrubs, ELF
activists sabotaged one tractor and one exca-
vator, both of which would have been used
to make a trench for heating infrastructure
- to new government buildings.

Homeless Polar Bears Spearhead Scottish
Day of Action
When Rising Tide called a national day of
local action on October 15, the polar bears
came in force. Leading the charge against
~ false solutions to climate change, four
homeless polar bears blockaded the Royal

Bank of Scotland (RBS)—a leading financier
of oil and gas—for six and a half hours. Just -

kidding. Well, sort of. The activists in bear
costumes managed to get off with “willfully

obstructing the public highway with a non-
motor vehicle” (i.e. a suit case).They forked

over less than $30 each before going to
picket the RBS branch around the corner.

More Scottish Actions Against Coal

- Anonymous saboteurs calling themselves “a
group of autonomous-people” lent their prover-
-bial monkey wrenches to the cause on October

20, breaking two heavy drilling vehicles in the -

Mainshill Wood area. The struggle against the
coal interest in that area is part of the ongoing

campaign in Scotland to confront the country’s
hypocritical venture to open twenty new.coal

mining endeavors in the legendary Highlands.
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antl mountalnto

ing Nations walked out of the

-costs lives.” In other actions this past year,
‘Greenpeace activists locked down to four con-

‘lypnc -film, “The Age of Stupid.”

“from Mmdoro 'Isj '

. Security in Rome)

~ a nickle mine and
.one of the largest

-relocation of 20,000

More on Coal in West Virginia
Between the dates of October 8 and Oc-

4 tgaber 12, a 25-mile long Senior Citizens

O rsed through Appalachia, be-

e Energy's' Mammoth mine
Organized by Roland
ld from upstate New
areness for the
campalgn En-

York, the marc ¢\

ipeace activ-
ctivists unfurled a

“Change the Politics,
et,” and occupeid the roof for

alater 19 more Greenpeace -ac-

‘tivists took the roof of the Canadian Parlia-
ment in Ottowa, Canada, hangmg banners

off the building stating, “stop the tarsands,”
and “Harper/Ignatieff, climate inaction

veyor belts in a Fort McMurray Suncor Site and
briefly occupied two other tar sands sites.

Tiktoktiktok Movement Makes it Big in
the Philippines

On December 12, an international day of
action in support of COP15 protests, some
300 protesters brought a barrage of drums,
music and festivities to the Raised Gardens
of the Philippines. Global Climate Change
Alliance, Greenpeace and the World Wildlife

Fund helped program the entertainment—

which included the screening of the apoca-

This action comes after a successful hunger
strike by an estimated 25 Ph111ppmo farm-

arleston, West Virginia, and.

arliament in -

landwho was pres-
ent for the Food
and Agriculture Or-
ganization’s World
Summit on Food

to protest the Min-
doro Nickel Project,

processing plants in
the world. There was
previously a mora- ;
torium in Mindoro | (R
on large-scale min- | =
ing and the project
has been rejected
by the people and
authorities for. 15
years called for the

citizens before the.
popular revolt.

Inhabitants of San José del Progreso who
are affiliated with the Assembly of People
United for the Valley of Ocotlan in Defense

.of Nature and Popular Autonomy gota boost

from the Asamblea Popular de los Pueblos
de Oaxaca (APPO), occupying the town hall
(Palacio Municipal) on November 18 in at-
tempts to evict the municipal president
Oscar Venancio Martinez Rivera. Rivera sup-
ports a mine roundly opposed by residents
in the area. The next day, at nine in the

 morning, security guards armed with sticks,

ropes, and machetes guarded the occupied
town hall, taking five councilors and seven
municipal police as prisoners, capturing a
municipal police vehicle, and demanding
that Martinez Rivera resign his position. The
rebels released all hostages safely and negoti-
ated with police after hours of occupation.
Finally, Indigenous Mayans blockaded
a road leading to Cancun on November
27. Police arrested 200 ejidos (communal
farmers) for their action, which drew at-

tention to the Mexican Government’s

neglectful failure to compensate small
farmers for the failure of this year’s mon-
soon season.

Indigenous People of Mexico Throwmg
Down

After recent terror strikes ‘against indig-

enous people by paramilitaries in October,
resistance to the state bloomed in Mexico,
Around 150 Tzotzil farmers took over the
UN office in Chiapas, Mexico on October 31.
The Emiliano Zapata Campesinos’ Organiza-
tion (OCEZ) claims that the farmers occupied
the building to free three political prisoners
and to bring attention to the need for land
rights in M =xico’s poorest state. The police
claim the three imprisoned activists played a
role ir the Sinaloa drug cartel, but Indigenous

groups claim they are actually important ac- I

tivists. The occupation occurreu after-a week
of political and social mobilization lead by
three groups: the “community of Faith (Pueb-
lo Creyente)-Tzotzil Region, The Other Cam-

paign, and the Emiliano Zapata Campesina -
Orgamzatron Carranza Reglon (OCEZ—RC)




Dear Ned Ludd, .

We live in a subdivision (not
a place to live if you value ani-
mals and the earth!). Behind
our house is approximately
300 plus acres that was owned
by Exxon and then sold to
some or other greedy develop-
ers. The area is teeming with
wildlife, and I have been do-

ing everything I can to save

this land. Presently, the land
is zoned for commercial de-
velopment, and the present
owners are trying to get it
switched to residential as resi-
dents have been furious about
the possibility of commercial
development. I do not want
any “development. So much of
the land in this town is de-
stroyed daily, and yet there
are so many empty stores.
But it is always about dollars,
as usual, and zero thought
for the animals. I have writ-
ten to attorneys—no one has
been prepared to help. This is
something that needs full time
commitment, and I am unable
to give it 100 percent as I work
and do animal rights stuff as
well. Do you know any envi-
ronmental attorneys willing
to help—willing to stop the
destruction? I have no idea
where all the deer, raccoons,
opossums, skunks and many
others will go when the devel-
opers start their destruction.
Sincerely,

—Earth Animal Defender

Dear Earth Animal Defendet,

I must say, your letter came as
a breath of fresh air on a crisp
winter’s morning, but what’s a
crisp winter’s morning without
the ashes of development blow-
ing away in the wind. I must ad-
mit, if you want a lawyer, you're
barking up the wrong tree with
me. I understand your commit-
ment as much as I understand
your frustration, and my ad-
vice is, if you haven’t had luck
finding lawyers yet, dump the
search for the starched collars.
Unless the big liberal groups are
ready to join you, it’s not worth
the effort. It’s time to get your
hands dirty!

I'm assuming that, like any

good eco-defender, you've gone
to the town hall meetings,

you've talked the subject up to
your friends until you're blue
in the face, and by now, you've
probably resorted to the compa-
ny of trees—who probably seem
much more understanding at
this point. Surely, though, your
dedication has amassed a list
of contacts'who share your dis-
sent—you may have even visit-
ed the local infoshop and given
a talk there about this crisis, or
put out a call to your area for an
EF! group (hopefully, if there’s
not a band of rabble-rousers or-
ganizing yet, you can put a fire
under their asses). Ideally, you
have found several other folks
interested in supporting you,

and you have formed an affinity
group around a common pur-
pose. These contacts are key for

- what you are going to accom- -

plish in the not-too-distant fu-

ture! There’s a time for petitions -

and calling city halil, and a time

- for direct action.

The first step to a good old

fashioned eco-campaign is dis-.

semination, and nothing shows
off the dignity of the Earth like
a banner drop. Primitive writ-
ing is a plus, as you paint an
incendiary slogan on a patch-
work banner .of -drop-cloths,
bedsheets and other available
recycled materials. “Stop the
Development” might turn some
heads, for instance, but the kids
today love more catchy slogans.
Either way, you will be rewarded
for your small interruption of
the daily mill.

Make your presence known to
the developers by locking them
out of their own office. If you
think their office is too remote,
try locking down to one of their
financial backers. Now, lets all
reach into our back pockets
and pull out our Earth First! Di-
rect Action Manual. Skip past all
that stuff about affinity. groups
and legal issues, and open up to
page S1: here’s the stuff that’ll
help you plan your lock down.
You can lock your neck to just
about anything  using Kryp-

tonite U-locks. Consider getting

your affinity group together to

- occupy the office’s lobby, form-

ing a ‘human octopus by lock-
ing each others’ necks together
in a circle. If you have a little

extra time to plan, lock boxes
might be a. better way to go.
A lock box is a steel-pipe, cut

for two people, sitting or lying -
side by side, to chain theirarms

together within a protective
casing. Lock boxes have been
used throughout the 1990s and
2000s, because they are more
difficult to saw through than -
U-locks or exposedchains. Of
course, the Direct Action Manual
goes into more detail about su-
per lock boxes, locking down to
cars, and creating road-blocks.
All of that stuff may work out
for you in the future, but for
now, lets move on to our final
step. If you want to help with
these actions but aren’t sure
about locking down, remember
that legal support and police li-
aisons and medics are crucial to
your success. :

If you've tried everything,
and the public aint acting or
the state aint buying it, come
find me when you're ready to
occupy some land! :

Dear Ned Ludd has been an
irregular column in the EF!] for
many years, and the material in
the book Ecodefense largely comes -
from this space. It serves as a fo-
rum for the discussion of creative
and diverse means to effectively
defend the Earth. Neither the EF!
movement nor the EFlJ necessanly
encourages anyone to do the things
discussed on' this page, which
should not be legally construed as -
anything other than mindless en-
tertainment. Please write to Ned
via the EF! ] with your top tzps on
ecodefense.

AMP Coal Plant Construction Canceled

The proposed construction of an Ameri-
can Municipal Power (AMP), coal plant in
Racine, ‘Ohio, was cancelled' on November
25. The AMP Ohio corporate office in Co-
lumbus was the target of the Earth First!
post-Round River Rendezvous action on July

7, 2008, where 100 - EFlers -assembled—of .

these, four locked down and two ascended
the flag polls out front—delivering messag-
es via chants, songs, banners and signs (see
EF! ] September-October 2008). Residents
of Meigs County had opposed this project
since its proposal in 2006 due to its nega-
tive effects on their health (from the result-
ing pollution) and local electric rates. AMP
and its members decided to cancel the plans
when it was determined construction costs

~would be too high, having increased in the

past six months from around $3 billion to
more than $4 billion. '

‘Coal Slurry News

On May 11 the US Envxronmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) signed an administrative

order agreeing to oversee the clean up the -

toxic coal ash in Roane County, Tennes-

-see. The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA)

was tesponsible for the December:22, 2008,
spill, in which an excess of five million cubic
yards of coal slurry flowed into the Emory

- River and the surrounding countryside, de-

stroying several homes (see EF! ] March-April
2009). Since the order was signed, the EPA
approved TVA’s plan to dredge the Emory
River and transfer the ash to a more “eco-
logically friendly” resting place—a landfill
in Alabama. Beginning in August, a'1.5 mile
section of the river has been closed as the
slurry is removed with heavy equipment
only to relocate it elsewhere.

RNC "Milwaukee 3” Sentencing

Two of the “Milwaukee 3” defendants
were sentenced on November 10 and Chris-
tina Vana and Karen Meissner each got sev-
en years of probation, eight hours of com-
munity service each month for two years, a
$100 fing and an order to pay standard court
fees. Although they were fortunate to avoid
spending any more time in jail, during the
next seven years, they will have to abide by

restrictive conditions, including obtaining

permission to leave Minnesota and partici-

pating in whatever educational or vocational
_programming that is required. As is usual in

felony cases, DNA samples were also taken.
The issue of restitution will remain open for
90 days.

Judge Teresa Warner decided to dole out
a lengthy probation and community service
instead of a jail sentence because she thought
it to be more useful for rehabllltation Wat-

ner stated that a jail sentence could be com- .
pleted relatively quickly, while a long proba- -

tion with extended supervision will provide
plenty of time for them to see the conse-
quences of their actions. Warner’s audacity
to imply that being incarcerated is “easy” is
unreal, and her decision to sentence Chris-
tina and Karen in a more vindictive motion

'clearly represents what the “justice” system

is all about—controlling people’s lives and
establishing authority over them.

-British Columbia Doesn’t Want Gate-

way’s Truckin’ Freeways

In East Vancouver on December 7, around
50 folks from across the region showed up to
shut down construction at a Gateway site.
The Gateway Project is a $10 billion freeway
and port expansion that will replace indig-

enous lands, homes, farmland and wildlife

with pavement in the interest of furthenng
Canada’s global endeavors (see EF! | July-Au-
gust 2009). Despite the below-freezing tem-

" peratures throughout the evening, protesters

kept warm dancing, climbing equipment,
and enjoying pizza and hot chocolate sent
by supporters who were unable to attend.
Police made threats, but no arrests were -
made and work was halted for four hours.
Visit WWW.GATEWAYSUCKS.ORG, - for additlonal
updates

On the I-69 Arrests of Summer 2008
There is finally an end in sight for those
arrested nearly two years ago in southern In-
diana (see EF! ] September-October 2008). Of

the eight arrestees from the June 20, 2008
treesit eviction, three pleaded guilty to mis-
demeanors, leading to jail time for one per-
son (whose two felonies were reduced); two
were -acquitted of misdemeanors; another
person’s charges were dropped out of court,
because the cops forgot to sign her arrest

-papers; and one trial in November led to
-another activist’s conviction on two misde-

meanors, though one charge was dropped.
The final arrestee will—at last—go to trial on -
January 8.

Of the folks who were arrested at the June
and July 2008 lockdowns at Gohmann As- °
phalt and Construction (GAC), 11 signed
plea agreements in August 2009, admitting -
to trespass, while other  charges, includ-
ing conversion and resisting -arrest, were
dropped; on March 29 one more will likely
take the same plea. One arrestee is scheduled
for a progress hearing on January 14 and will
potentlally join two others in trial on March
25. There is still an active restraining order .
on all of the lockdown arrestees and they are
still fighting a lawsuit filed by GAC.
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Unsettllng MlnnesataAn Introduction

By COURTNEY

_Unsettling Minnesota (UM) is a collective in Minneapolis that
formed in the spring of 2009. We were initially brought together
by a class called, “Dakota Decolonization: Solidarity Education for
Allies,” taught at the Twin Cities Experimental College (EXCO).
At this point we are comprised of people of European descent; we
work to support Dakota-led struggles for liberation, justice and de-
colonization.

So far, one of our main proyects has been putting together, “Un-
settling Ourselves: Reflections and Resources for Deconstructing
Colonial Mentality,” a source book that includes history, analysis,
and persynal essays on everything from how rape culture and co-
lonialism intersect to eco-defense and spiritual appropriation.

Our hope is for the compiled works to be an active

reference for those who want to unravel colonial ;
- mentalities and their subsequent institutions.
UM will continue to use it for these exact
purposes.

‘UM advocates that social transforma-
tion can only take place if some of us
who identify as settlers get up and
get out of the way, so to speak. That
doesn’t mean inaction—it. means
understanding our pnv11eges It
also means having a relationship
with our privileges and open-
ing a new dialogue so we can j
better know our roles and our
places here on this continent:

UM'’s actions come from the
~_understanding that we are here
because of genocide. Dakota
people are still displaced on their
land and treated as substandard
citizens, or worse. That reality
doesn’t go away. Part of our work
is to identify and unlearn our own
colonial disposition and behavior. It
is this sort of mind-set that manifests
in white supremacy, class privilege and
normalized hetero-patriarchy. The inter-
nal work feels like baby steps at times—es- -
pecially when we look around and there is so
much to be done externally. Still, it is fundamental
. to_enact transformative justice and to know our place
~ in revolutionary struggles for justice and decolonization. The
solidarity education that came out of the initial EXCO class made
these points very clear.

Solidarity education has come up in our own internal group
structure. Part of our goal as aspiring allies is to be very solid in
our own group’s culture. Even the formation of UM has been a

major un/learning process. If our desire is to be good allies to .

indigenous communities, then we must also be allies to ourselves
across class, gender, race, and age. Part of our solidarity work, then,

also includes cultivating positive settler identities and creating a -

sustainable cuiture of accountability. For me, it’s a balancing act
of challenging assumptions and thinking critically while we make
space to learn and grow from our collectively-socialized “ways of
interacting with the history, culture and people our ancestors
oppressed through colonization. -

- Transformation of society doesn’t happen if we're operating
from the same base of assumptions that were bred into:us by
our capitalist, colonial society. Doing the internal work of un-
derstanding and defining our own identities—how our privileges
and learned assumptions play out—and then unlearning and dis-
mantling them, is essential. It informs the actions we take. We are

working toward action. So that’s why the source book was such a
major project for us.

Some of the actions our group has taken—and these are things
that can happen anywhere—is what Waziyatawin, the leading voice
in the local Dakota decolonization movement, calls “truthtelling.”
Waziyatawin describes truthtelling in her book, What Does ]usﬁce
Look Like?, Living Justice Press, 2008.

Fort Snelling, just south of Minneapolis, is a place of particular
importance because it is a site where Dakota people were held in
concentration camp. It is also the location of a mass hanging of 38
Dakota men at the hands of colonial generals by order of then Presi-
dent, Abraham Lincoln, in 1862. The Minnesota Historical Society
frequently offers tours at Fort Snelling, except that they won't use

. the term genocide and don’t mention it was a concentration
‘camp. The tour barely pays homage to the fact that
people were hung there. A couple of times, UM
went to ask prodding questions. Adding our
voices to the tour guide’s, we provided the
factual information about what actually
took place there, and that, since Dakota
people still live here and want their
A - land back, its return to the Dakota
would be a step toward justice. It is,

of course, rightfully theirs. A part of
solidarity work is being vocal about
truthtelling—or mythbusting, if
you will. What we have today is
largely a society of people operat-
- ing from the basis of false history
and false identity, a hallmark of
our successfully colonialized US
culture. It enforces the idea that
settler presence—and the settler-
‘state—is legitimate.
In Minneapolis, streets, neigh-
borhoods and even stores all over
the city are named after army gen-
- erals—Ramsey, for example—many
whom are responsible for the deaths
of Dakota. Some of us involved in Un-
- settling Minnesota plan on embarking
- on the process of removing these names
from our streets and other shared spaces.
As settler-identified individuals we feel that
we can do our best to learn the history as it was ex-
- perienced and work to raise awareness, but that in itself
snll 1sn’t justice. For those involved in UM, land restoration'is
a part of our intentional work to be an ally in the Dakota Oyate’s
effort to take back what was wrongfully stolen-from them.

During the Fall of 2009, much of our focus went into planning
and organizing a fundraiser event called, An Eve of Reparations. So
far we have raised $2,000 that will go toward purchasing land in
southern Minnesota for a Dakota-led land project, traditional wild
rice and sugar bush camps and cultural center. The project will fo-
cus on pairing Dakota youth with elders in learning language and
other traditional life-ways. , _ :

We’ve been in contact with other local groups who share similar
desires to uhderstand settler privilege and the illegitimacy of the
settler and colonizer state. We are working to network and build
a broader movement of support and—hopefully, someday—ally-
ship. Because, we feel, that you can’t just claim ally-ship. Those
you want to be an ally to must claim you.

, “Unsettling Ourselves: Reflections and Resources for Decon-
structing Colonial Mentality,” source book is available online

“HTTP://TINYURL.COM/UNSETTLINGMNBOOK, of which -the cover art ap-

pears on this page, courtesy of a member of Unsettling. Minne-
sota Email the collective at unsettlingmn@gmail.com.

Unsettling anesota Points of Unity

Unsettling Minnesota shares these pomts of unity to guide our af-
finity and activism. :
1) All people not 1nd1genous to North Amenca who. are 11v1ng on

this continent are settlers on stolen land. In particular, the vast land -

base surrounding the confluence of the Mississippi and Minnesota

rivers is the homeland of the Dakota Oyate—the original people of

this land. We acknowledge that the state of Minnesota was founded

~through genocide and-colonization of indigenous peoples—which

continues today and from which settlers directly benefit.

2) All settlers do not benefit equally from the settler-colonial state,
nor did all settlers emigrate here of their own free will. Specifically,
we see slavery, hetero-patriarchy, white supremacy, market imperial-

ism and capitalist ‘class structures as some of the primary tools of
colonization. These phenomena divide communities and determine

peoples’ relative access to power. Therefore, anti-oppression solidar-

" ity between settler communities is necessary for decolonization.

We work to build anti-colonial movements that actively combat all
forms of oppression.

3) We acknowledge that settlers are not entitled to 11ve on this

land. We accept that decolonization means the revitalization of Da-:

kota sovereignty, as well as an end to settler domination of life, lands

and peoples in Dakota territories. All decisions regarding human in-

2
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“teraction with this land base—including those who live on it, are
rightfully those of the Dakota Oyate and the Oceti Sakowin.

4) As settlers and non-Dakota people acting in solidarity, it is °
our responsibility to proactively challenge and dismantle colonial-
ist thought and behavior in the communities in which we identify
ourselves to be part. As people within communities that maintain

“and beneﬁt from colon1zat10n we are 1nt1mately p051t10ned to do

this'work.-

5) We understand that allies cannot be self-defined; they must
be claimed by the people with whom they seek to ally. We organize
our solidarity efforts around direct communication, responsiveness
and accountability to Dakota people fighting for decolonization
and liberation. '

6) We are committed to dismantling all systems of oppression,
whether they are found in institutional power structures, interper-

- sonal relationships or within ourselves. Individually and as a collec-

tive, we work compassionately to support each other through these

- processes. Participation in struggle requires each of us to engage in

both solidarity and our own liberation—to be accountable for all of
our privileges, while also struggling for liberation from internalized
and/or experienced oppression. We seek to build a healthy culture of
resistance, accountablhty, and sustenance.
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Dakota Land Siezed by the IRS

The Dakota of Crow Creek
Reservation in Minnesota have
occupied their land in defiance
of a federal scheme to snatch it.
Owing $3 million in taxes, due
to faulty advice from the Bureau
of Indian Affairs, the Dakota
had their land seized by the IRS
and auctioned off for a portion
of its real value. Developers are
especially excited because this
land has prime wind-power
potential, but the Dakota have
other ideas! Call Tribal Chair-
" man Secretary, Carol Quilt at
(605) 245-2221, or visit HrTP://
WWW PETITIONONLINE.COM/CROWCREEK,
if you'd like to help the Dakota
in their fight for their land.

Anti-Mining Organizer
Murdered _
On November 27, Mariano
Abarca, one of the most promi-
nent organizers in the resis-
tance to mining in Chiapas,
Mexico was shot in front of
his home. Previous to Abar-
ca’s murder, his life had been
threatened . by employees of
Blackfire, a Canadian mining
company that owns and oper-
. ates an open-pit barium mine.
Local authorities supposedly

days "Of his life—their SHOTE-COT:
ings cost him his life and were
clearly in alliance with the pow-
erful mining company. Abarca
was a part of a large opposition
to mining in Chiapas. Last sum-
mer, Abarca and the Mexican
Network of People "Affected by
Mining (REMA) blockaded a
highway to prevent Blackfire
trucks from passage in protest
of the mining company’s abuse
of their water resources and the
pollution that affects their crops.
REMA also staged an encamp-
ment last July in front of the
Canadian Embassy in Mexico
City. Since the World Bank-

manadated “Mexico Mining
Sector  Restructuring ' Project”
10 years ago, a strong opposi-
tion has developed in Chiapas.

Twenty Years After Exxon
Valdez Spill

It’s been 20 years since the
Exxon'Valdez spill and full re®
covery has not been reinstated.
One of the most devastating nat-
ural disasters, the Exxon Valdez
spill was well-covered by corpo-

eC; the last  Spill T

“define the sound as reco

rate media 20 years ago. Today it.
remains more commonly known
to the public than the Tennessee
Valley Authority (TVA) spill that
happened in December 2008
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activists are a threat to tribal sov-
ereignty. Shirley was working in
cahoots with coal thieves, such
as Peabody Energy, in exchange
for measly jobs and - ultimately
for the waste and de-
struction of Navajo
land—land that is
being protected by
the Indigenous com-
munities that still
thrive there. Coal
mining will contin-
ue to threaten sacred
places until we make
it stop.

The Unsustainable
West

Government offi-
cials in the Las Vegas
and Phoenix regions
of the West are look-
ing for sources of
water and elec-
tricity to serve their
energy-starved, un-
sustainable cities. Los

(eight times larger than the Val-
dez spill), Almost eleven mil-
lion gallons of oil poured from
the rig after it hit a reef in the
Valdez Narrows in Alaska. The
Council wi

until all species harmed by the
spill have returned.

Bio-warfare on Our Public
Lands -~ .
The Oregon Bureau of Land

Management (BLM) is proposing.

to increase -toxic herbicide use
on BLM public lands in Oregon

from about 17,000 acres herbi-.

cide a year to almost three times

" as much—45,000 acres a year,

in an effort to comntrol invasive
plants. Most of the herbicides
proposed for use are highly toxic

to native, non-targeted plants.’
They are known ground-water

nd wo) 030y .
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sasanation. -

i
Abarca prior to hi:
contaminants, and the herbi-

cides will most likely damage

food and threaten wildlife. The
Blue ' Mountain Biodiversity
Project, among many others,
has been fighting the BLM and
its efforts to poison the land.

Tribal Government Claims

That We Are Their Threat :
_Former President of the Navajo

Nation, Joe Shirley, was recently

quoted stating that environmental

ered

these cities in their

effort to privatize and monop- -
olize the land and resources

where Indigenous communities
are resisting development. The
Navajo Transmlsswn Project,

or"l&years,‘proposes :
extraction of resources, SUCh as
coal and natural gas from Navajo
territory. Another project, one
that has spent two decades in
the making, is a proposal (neaily
completed in its victory) for Las
Vegas to own the water rights
to half of the Snake Valley in
the Great Basin desert of Utah.
Water is on the rise, wherever it
can be privatized:

Bad News Nukes
In Braceville, Illinois, tritium
has been released into the

ground for more than three-

years. During this time period,
six million gallons of chronic

tritium has leaked into the

groundwater and atmosphere

in Braceville. The chemical is
though'

heavily radioactive,.
the- operators of the Exelon
reactor claim. that the release
does not pose a threat to the
environment or public health.

It is, however, a radiation haz-

ard when inhaled or ingested
via food or water, or‘absorbed
through the skin.

When Will the Wild be Left
Roadless

What was once the most wide-
spread campaign to protect US

wild spaces, the Roadless Area

Conservation Rule is once again
on the chopping block. A judge

in Wyoming, just shy of retire-- -

ment, appears to be disregard-
ing the crucial tipping point our
environment is resting'upon. He
recently issued a series of rul-
ings against theé current road-
less statutes, which can only
mean one thing: Big Industry
is interested in a path free of

. obstacleé.

) Angeles also joins .

While: :30 percent
of our national forests remain
roadless, some 386,000 miles
of roads exist and continue to
allow pollution and erosion to -
threaten delicate animal and
plant species.

A Small Concession for the
Everyday Destruction

The Forest Service Legacy
Roads and Trails Remediation
Initiative = secured $90 - mil-
lion—$50 million more than
last year’s budget. The new
increase in funding will be used

"to rebuild what the Bush Admin-

istration helped destroy of our

- national forest roads. Wildlands

(CPR, based out of Missoula, MT,
has been working-on ‘a roads
recovery plan, an essential pro-
gram to help protect threatened
endangered salmon and clean
drinking water for thousands of
communities and wildlife that
depend on large blocks of intact
habitat to survive.

New Roads for GMOs
Industrialized agriculture
is creeping further across the
lands. Biotech industries are
getting their hands dirty with
the Global Food Security Act,
hich it pposed to double the

world’s one b11110n sub51stence

farmers. Essentially, this would

be a way to dispose of unwanted
agricultural surpluses on poor

“farmers. While Austria, France,

Greece, Hungary, Germany and
Luxembourg ban the cultivation
of genetically ‘modified (GM)
food completely, and the Euro-
pean Union holds some of the
toughest legislation on GM crops
in the world, Turkey has passed
new legislation to allow imports
and exports of GM crops, a con-.
tract they recently signed w1th

the US.

In Other GMO News...

~Just for the record, GM sugar
beets have been commercially
farmed since 2006 and currently
produce 95 percent of the sugar
grown in the US. Candy giants
Hershey’s and Mars are the main
growers of the GM beets, but this
could change. A judge in Califor-
nia has ruled that the Department
of Agriculture approved the crop
before there was a full environmen-
tal impact statement to assess how
Monsanto’s Roundup Ready sugar
beets will affect groundwater, soil
and native species.
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ARMED WITH VISIONS

Clear as cut glass & just as dangerous

Orientation

Wheeling in the post-spring storm sky
Ravens and magpies furl the black cape of
death

Above an elk carcass swollen grey in snow.
Great bear grizzly feeding

- Hungry, demanding scavenger

Massive like King Kong

Traverses the hillside '

With the swiftness of an ocean-gone ship,
Wind harnessed to its back,

Then rolls in the snow

Enormous claws slashing in the air,

John Calvin’s Ghbsf

" Oil and gas companies from the U.S., Canada, Russia and

Denmark are circling the Arctic like scavengers circling

. a wounded animal anticipating its death, exposing

petroleum riches hitherto buried beneath Arctic ice.
Mother Earth isn’t dying at once, but as a diabetic, a part
at a time. The Arctic is the first to go, thus the vultures.
Mother is dying from the greed of her children.

Scientists predict inundation of Pacific Islands, Bangladesh

and half of Florida. Killer droughts in Africa. Drying rivers .

in India, China and Vietnam due to disappearing glaciers-

- in the Himalayas. All a boon for disaster capitalists.

. Rocks giddily back and forth ;
On the joy of the elk’s life, This all happens to the preterite, not the chosen, in the
The late spring, ; Calvinistic corporate view. The chosen will be raptured to a
Deep, wet snow gated community guarded by Blackwater Security. The
And most of all Valhalla
The open land for corporate warriors.
Where things can still happen bt
Completely. The chosen will live on with the approval of the strange God
: they believe in, and think he believes in them, while
- —Jenny McBride immigrants

~ from the South clamor at the gate for work. Price evicted
from their land by low priced corn produced by agribusiness.

_ The revenant of John Calvin lives on in every corporate
structure. It is the driving force of the rapacious corporate
faith and philosophy. It is the real ghost in the machine.

—Sid Bridges
The Mystery
~ something calls us out of our houses
toward a place of deeper shadows,

through undulating moonlit fields,
past vulture roost in eucalyptus,

where roots reach in wet black soil-

and this night again we stand

by the creek that ran through childhood
where darkness is still alive,

where the waters of fear and love

snake trembling through the streambed night,
where bare limbs are antler dancers
and the stars look back with bright buck-eyes,
something rustles the underbrush,

a wind pushes back branches—

while more silently than owl wings

the dew stores up its blessings

I Know You Wild Skykomish

I know you wild Skykomish River I know you

glaciers melting in the warm spring air

and you - rushing down the mountain full of snowmelt -
roaring and shaking the ground, the granite boulders,
the granite mountains :

—Kirk Lumpkin

I know where you come from my wild Skykomish

~ deep in the turquoise heart of translucent ice caves o
following a serpentine trail through the grandfather hemlocks
past carpets of tiny liberty cap mushrooms

~ glistening like jewels in the dew

I know you too my wild Skykomish
-wide and quiet in 2 mountain meadow
flanked by a million tiny flowers
singing in the dawn with crystal notes

murmuring through starry nights . : :
: I come to you when I’m done with the rushing traffic,

the clatter of machines, the rough scream of chain saws,
the endléss slap slap slapping of my windowshield wipers

all rights reserved
to the authors

Send poénis to

I come to you my wild Skykomish

: Warrior Poets Society
and touch my soul again.

P.O. Box 14501

: Berkeley CA 94712-5501
. —Rebecca Swan s

May 2008
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BY GRIZZEMILY & S@sH@

The gray wolf is an awesome
form of life that originated
300,000 years ago and survived
~ the ice age." However, due to-the
expansion of human popula-

. tion, gray wolves had all but dis-
appeared from the US by 1974.
That year, the Endangered Spe-
cies Act granted privileges to the
gray wolf, and its population
has gradually recovered. Today,
+here are an estimated 4,000,
gray wolves thriving in the West-
ern Great Lakes region, 1,300 in
the Rockies and around 8,000 in
Alaska. Even still, the gray wolf is
fragile and threatened by human
intervention. For this reason,
federal courts struck down three
attempts by the Bush adminis-

tration to remove gray wolves.

from the endangered species list.

Facing tooth-and-nail oppo-
sition from groups like:the Na-
tional ‘Resource Defense Fund

and Defenders of Wildlife, the

Bush administration failed
“three times to grant its cadre of
ranchers and farmers the right
_to hunt down and mercilessly

slaughter packs of gray wolves.,

_In a final act of cowardly back-
biting that any wolf would
snarl at, Bush pulled a cut and
run, one foot out of the door
of the White House, delisting
gray wolves one more time in
2009. And wouldn’t you know
it, the new Obama administra-
tion, under the Secretary of the
Interior Ken Salazar's leadership,
upheld Bush's atrocious war
--against wolves (see EF’ ] May-
June:2009).

Federal protectlon of the gray
wolves in"“the Western Great

Lakes region was reinstated on
July 1, after a lawsuit challeng-
ing the ruling was won. How-
ever, their kin to the west are
not as fortunate. Although, only
200 breeding wolves exist in the

Northern Rockies, Idaho and
Montana have officially initiated
a wide-scale, regional wolf hunt.

Idaho and Montana have

set quotas for the number of

wolves to be shot as trophy
game, to supposedly manage
their populations. Neither state

takes into account that the alpha

animals within a pack are usual-
ly the only ones who breed, thus
self-regulating their population.
Idaho extended its wolf-hunt-
ing season three months longer
than planned, through March

2010, to reach its kill quota of

220. This extension could have
devastatingly negative effects
on Idaho’s wolf population,
considering mating season is
between January and April. Con-

- versely, Montana’s quota of 75

was nearly fulfilled two weeks
prior to the end of their wolf-
hunting season, causing it to be
closed early. In addition to per-

mitted hunting, virtually limit-
less killing in Idaho, Montana
and Wyoming is excused if hu-

mans feel themselves or their
livestock are threatened.

Any jerk who wants to win
a trophy for having a big gun
simply has to go to the Fish and
Wildlife Department to obtain
the proper permit and license to
kill. For residents of each state,
the fee for a hunting license is
around $10, a permit to take a

wolf’s life is $19 in Montana and

$11.50 in Idaho; tags for non-
residents cost $350 in- Montana

and $186 in Idah‘o. Even though

the state gives these amazing
creatures a very low monetary
value, a definite motivation for
the hunts is to generate revenue.
Montana collected $325,859 for
their state license fund, selling

15,600 - wolf-hunting permits

in their shortened season. At
the beginning of the season, the
Idaho Fish and Game Commis-
sion estimated that 70,000 per-

mits would be sold, which would -

bring in upwards of $805,000.
The rarest form of gray wolf,
the Mexican gray wolf, exists in
the Southwestern states of New
Mexico and Arizona. Iromcally,
it is fortunate they are still bred

in captivity, hence giving them

protection. Under the anti-wolf
administration of the Mexican
Wolf Adaptive Management
Oversight Committee (AMOC),

the - population has dwindled
~from 102 wolves. in. 2006 to 52

in January 2009. Outraged over
the mishandling of the Mexican
gray wolf, conservationists filed
suit. On November 13, in an out
of court settlement, the -US Fish
and Wildlife Service repossessed
jurisdiction from AMOC. .. -
Today, conservation groups

like the Center for Biological

Diversity see the November set-
tlement as “a pivotal step in the
right direction” for the Mexican
gray wolf, a recovery on the way
to rewilding the species and fur-
ther creating protections under
the  Endangered Species Act.

In the Northern Rockies, sev-
- eral conservation groups: have

an - ongoing lawsuit putting
pressure on the courts to rein-.

~state federal protection for.the.-
- wolves i in this region.:

The Ballad of Macho B

he was looking for a lady jaguar;

he had come up north to see

if there were any ladies

for a jaguar such as he.

he had come up desert canyons,

and slipped through desert draws;
he was young and liked adventure,
and had time on his paws.

by night and the stars he hunted; -

he rested during the day;
“he knew how to keep well hidden,

or so the papers say.

yet a stationary camera

took his picture as he passed;

and all the wildlife biologists said,
“there’s a jaguar here—at last!”

for they knew that down in mexico
the mighty cats still roamed,

and they figured that arizona
wasn’t.that different from their home.

- sure, there had been sightings—

early in the century—

but no one had seen one in a while,
till along came Macho B.

for that was the name they gave hun—
it’s silly, and that’s a fact—

yet that was the name they gave: hun, .
and they couldn’t take it back.

_all the reporters loved it,

the wildlife biologists too;
so Macho B’s reputation . -
just grew and grew and grew.
yet humans also are hunters,
of a grim and deadly sort;
and sometimes they hunt for science,
and sometimes they hunt for sport.
the hunter becomes the hunted,
and then a casualty,
andthat, dear friends, i'm afrald is
what happened to-Macho B.
‘somebody set a trap out—
we don’t know who, just where—
osten51b1y_ for lions;

aybe to catch a be

hey rela P

they neglected to say the bait was

a female jaguar’s pherbmone

after months and months of hunting
for a female with ‘which to mate,
Macho B thought he smelled one—
and fell for the treacherous bait.

he approached the trap without caution;:
his hormones were running wild;

the thought he had found a mate at last
had him totally beguiled.

he was caught! and in an instant’
he knew he had made a mistake;

yet no matter how much he snarled and fought,

from the trap he couldn’t break.
they decided to euthamzed him;

they said he was sick and old;

they said it was for his own good—
‘least, that was the/story they told.
america’s only jaguar

seen in 30 years, or more—

just another casualty :

in the humans vs. wildlife war.

so when you're eating your dinner,
and listening to the six o’clock news,
and you hear all the commentators
tell the stories and give their views,
let your mind drift down to the desert,
now less wild than it ought to be—

and resolve that you'll tell your co-workers

the story of Macho B.

—DENNIS FRITZINGER

Macho B was the last known jaguar in the US, un-
til it was euthanized in March 2009 following a
botched capture by the Arizona Game-and Fish
Department. Department officials blamed kidney
failure due to old age, but independent forensic
analysxs indicated that the tranquilizing drug
used in the capture procedure likely led to the big
cat’s death. The Center for Biological Diversity has
sued the Department to prevent any further cap-
ture of jaguars in the US, and also sued the federal
government under the Endangered Species Act to
force development of a recovery plan that will
ensure that all management decisions regarding
the jaguar are based on the best available science.
Randy Serraglio, concervation.advocate-at the Center

for Biological Diversity, read this poem for accuracy.
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Hopcnhagcn What thc Fuck | How Chmatc Talks Turncd into Mockery

BY THE INSANE CLIMATE PosSE

Decembers Copenhagen climate con- S
ference failed before it even started. In
the weeks leading up to the event, the
African Group (Algeria, Nigeria, Kenya,
Ethiopia, Gabon, and South Africa)
made the position of the global south
absolutely clear: any climate treaty re-
quiring serious emissions cuts would §
face rejection unless wealthy nations
offered adequate financial compensa-
tion. Meanwhile, somewhere between
50,000-100,000 demonstrators " flocked &
to the city to protest the false solu-
tions under-writing the conference. Also known
as the Conference of Parties (COP15), The 15th
Annual Climate Change Conference that took
place from December 11-18 fell apart in one of
the most embarrassing displays of police repres-

* sion and political blundering in recent history. In -

spite of the foolishness within the Bella Centre,
where the talks took place, protesters could not
shut down COP15 and neither could the African
Group. COP1S failed because the developed world
refuses to share its wealth for the greater good of
the Earth.

Two conflicts, in part1cular, d1v1ded the con-
ference—the first is economic and the second is

ecological. First, poor nations cannot afford to

implement the proposed climate treaty without

financial support, and second, the rich nations re-

fused to provide financial support unless the poor
agreed to insufficient emissions ctits. Calling
this position “naked blackmail,” Naomi Klein
observed the beginning of “climate structural ad-

justment,” wherein. developmg nations sacnﬁce~

effective action for financial resources.
Representing 18 percent of the world’s popu-

lation and 60 percent of the gross world prod-

uct, the Group of Eight (G8) richest countries in

the world refused to address concerns of poorer ‘

‘nations—namely, complaints about adheririg
to Kyoto Protocol requirements and eforming
the EU-climate constitution—

out of the conference all together. The G8 also
backed out on the originally agreed upon 80%
_cut in carbon emissions by 2050 (based on 1990.
levels), projecting a much slower start, with the
~EU conceding only 20-30 percent in cuts by
20260, and the US insisting on an exiguous four
percent cut over the next 10 years. These num-
bers proved insulting to the Group of 77 (G77)
poorer nations, which openly stated intentions
of cutting global emissions 50 percent by 2050.
The Copenhagen climate talks failed to meet
any kind of standards, because the US used fi-

nance as leverage to swing their end of the bar-

gain. Although deep emissions.cuts undermine
the G8 model of “economic development”
forced on the G77 through debt, militarization,
urbanization and land transformation, the G8
seemed to expect developing countries to juggle
ecological and economic expectations without
asking questions. To wit, since COP15 authorized
only corporate false solutions, and admitted an

“inevitable” two-degree centigrade increase in.

global temperature from the start, it already ex-
hibited a work of “climate cynicism,” to which
the attempted bribery only added frustration.
Protesters, descending on the conference with
chants like, “our climate is not your business,”
and, “climate justice now,” echoed -concerns
that the G8’s lip service about cuts in emissions
only pay heed to a system that expects to fail.
Police set the tone early, enforcing strict con-

trol over Denmark’s borders, and, in Copenha-
gen, targeting street medics for arrest during

opening protests on December 11. The next day,
Mobilization for Climate Justice (MC]J) rallies,
along with a December 12 International Day
. of Action demonstration and a Flood for Cli-
mate Justice demonstration, amassed upwards
of 100,000 participants. Filling the streets with
banners, songs, and chants, the demonstrations
turned into an ecstatic social convergence, with

indigenous leaders in the front lines. According’
to police, a couple of exuberant marchers allegedly

smashed two windows of a bank, warranting the
sudden arrest of a huge, arbitrary section of the
protest. Surrounding over 900 innocent peo-
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° groups like Via Campesina, whos

il days into the
climate talks, after the African Group walked

ple, police forced the protesters to kneel on frozen
pavement, where many of them waited for up to
eight hours. Many protesters fainted, while others
had to relieve themselves in their clothes in the

* sub-zero temperatures.

Authorities held protesters without charges in
cages within specially created “climate prisons,”
called Retorvej and Valby, referred to by police as
“Guantanamo Junior.” There, police met the com-

plaints and cries of confused detainees with streams

of pepper spray. After pepper spraying entire crowds
of detained prisoners, police entered their cages,
pushed the detainees into a corner, and removed
their water to make them suffer for longer periods of
time. Rockslide, a High Country Earth Firstler and
Journal correspondent, counted among those who
faced arcane conditions and sentences, mcludlng
weeks of solitary confinement. -

In spite of mass arrests, protests persisted. A No Bor-
ders demonstration came together, along with demos-
under the names, “Stop the Productlon"’ and. “system
Change Not Climate Change.” " indigenous -
e;spectlve on ag-

—_burst out to ]om the People’s Assembl- y forming

Reclaim the Power! on December 16 says, “No Deal, Assholes!”

. ricultural production and commercial consumption-

the G8 regularly ignore, protests drew attention

to the insufficiency of the corporate structures.

entertained by COP15. A strategy of separating
protesters into a massive “blue block” and a-smaller,
agile “green block” went into effect with better results.
However, the repression continued, as police made ag-
gressive-incursions into Christiania, a squatted “free
town” within Copenhagen, under the cover of night,
breaking through burning-barricades, shooting tear
gas into surprised crowds, dispersing rallies, blocking

“off entrances and exits to the area, unleashing police

attack dogs and searching everyone around the pe-

rimeter. By the morning of Tuesday, December 15,

dubbed “agriculture action day” by orgamzers, the
climate prisons held.over 1,600 people. :

As Copenhagen transformed into the police state
so familiar to seasoned. G8 protesters, the talks
within the Belle Centre fell apart. Chairman of the
G77 delegation, Sudanese diplomat, Lumumba Di-

Aping stated, “it has become clear that the Danish -

presidency—in the most undemocratic fashion—is
advancing the interests of the developed countrtes
at the expense of the balance of obligations between
developed and developing countries.”

In the final days of demonstrations, marches
continued as the atmosphere of repression inten-

sified. Raiding a DIY bicycle workshop, the Candy
Factory, police confiscated two bicycles without

| AP dipawidpus Jo Asapnod ojoyd

justification: Then, plainclothes
officers began to selectively
arrest important spokespeople
like Tadzio Mueller of Climate
Justice Action (CJA), portending
T a systemhdtic campaign of media
S control up to and including as-
saults on international reporters.
Amiést the continuous reign of
" hushan rights abuse, Indyme-
did Denmark - provided crucial
§ journalism from the ground
up Meanwhile, the mainstream
press spun the loom of insider

mpaub{pul Jo Asa1un03 ojor

Homeless clowns secretly run the show. discourse, ignoring most Of the

struggles in the streets.

Regardless, the talks proved irrelevant long
before the miainstream media turned its focus
- from the protests. The politicians, scrambling
“to hold each other accountable, played out the
farcical masquerade of democracy. Meanwhile,
the Copenhagen authorities continued to silence
voices of dissent throughout the process, de-
nying 15,000 delegates, civil society represen-
tatives and journalists legal access to the talks
by delaying applications and refusing valid-ac-
credltatloWed delegates began

o joinrthe protesters outside, it became increas-
ingly obvious that the only struggle that mat-
tered was in the streets, where people marched
to reclaim the city from the rootless elites.

On December 16, between 200-500 delegates
_an-“inside bloc,” staging a walk out on
from within the Centre as a “bike bloc*
~flooded the streets, and “blue” and “green”
_blocks formed a “Reclaim the Power!“ protest.
Hundreds of marchers penetrated roadblocks
-and avoided their pepper spray and batons, mov-
ing on the Belle Centre, while the “inside bloc*

outside. Unfortunately, police betrayed earlier—
promises to facilitate the meeting, heading both
groups off, usmg their batons to beat back the
ians and delegates alike. While

» mained inside the Belle Centre
overnight on an extended sit-in and fast, most
convened later at the People’s Assembly for a
rally against false solutions. '

Further demonstrations, involving thousands
of protesters, continued throughout the rest of
the talks. Although minor acts of sabotage oc-
curred over the week—most notably, activists
glued Chevron’s office locks shut and spread red
paint over the walls—nearly all of the protesters
arrested suffered for non-violent assemblies.

Desperate to reach an agreement and save face,
President Obama wrangled with Chinese Prime
Minister Wen, to come up with a final proposal:
The Obama-Wen proposal indicated no standards
_for emissions cuts, and inexplicably brought the
~ US’s-offer of $100 billion to finance the developing

~ world down to $30 billion. In fact, the proposal

annihilated every single fundamental principle
of COP1S. Obama led the charge, celebrating the
proposal as “unprecedented,” and the mainstream
media followed suit, posting instant reports of a
miraculous deal in spite of the fact that only 30
out of 192 countries had even read the proposal.
Fuming over the total circumvention of the ple-
nary process, the G77 joined the voices of Climate
Justice Action and other non-profits in protest
against the pretend climate agreement. Unable
to pass the proposal, the assembly officially “took
note of the deal,“ and the talks ended. In spite of
headlines like “Deal Agreed Amid Chaos” and “We
have a Deal on Climate Change,” there is no deal!-
As protests wrapped up, it became clear that
the demonstration of popular dissent in Copen-
hagen exposed both the strengths and weak-
nesses of mass mobilization. No deal would have
stopped the cerporations, and if anyone suc-
ceeded beyond the government charade, the pro-
testers exposed repression through magnificent
movement building, As Ian Fry, a representative
of the small Pacific istand-nation of Tuvalu put it,:
“We are extremely disappointed. I have the feel-
ing of dread we are on the Titanic and sinking

- fast. It’s time to launch the lifeboats.” A hundred
‘thousand people mobilizing for COP15 reveals

need for strategic development of greater infra-
structure for millions more to reclalm power in
every bio-region. = - °



——coted the Earth, :

BY D:aA G.

The two rows of blasting holes
had a singular purpose: disman-
tle the contours of Coal River
Mountain, the. last high eleva-
tion range in the Coal River Val-
ley that hadn’t been mined by
mountaintop removal (MTR).
MTR is a detrimental form of
mining that uses explosives

to get to the coal beneath the
surface of mountains and re-

sults in flattened,
barren plateaus in
the place of peaks.
News broke of
blasting on Coal
River Mountain in
October. A drill rig
parked atthe edge
of the rows had

creating pockets
in which to. tuck Sg
ammonium nitrate
explosives. It wads
just after ise in
late NoVember, and °
at drill rig, loom-
ing over a big cliff at [
the edge of the MTR i
site, was the goal. :
Climbing on to it,
four of us set about
our work. One activ-
ist locked himself
to the drill casing; I
chamed myself to

‘ "operator s cab.
a banner reading “Save Coal
River Mountain” across the
back of the machine. Then, we
waited (and waited some more)

to be noticed by mine security.
By the time we were being

driven off of the mountain,
handcuffed, toward the local
police station, we had stopped
work on Coal River Mountain’s
Bee Tree permit site for almost
six hours and prevented blasting
_for the day. “Those few square
feet of land were on this Earth
for a longer period of time. What
kills you stops for one moment,”
my friend, Zoe, told me once,

referring to her ground-support -

role in a treesit above a southern

West Virginia MTR site this past

August. I can and will write about

strategy and mention tangible .

victories, but I think she’s on to:

something about this gang of tree
huggers and mountaineers crazy

enough to take on the coal com-

panies blowing up Appalachia’s

mountains, dumping the debris
in to valleys and poisoning head-
water streams that flow out across

- the eastern US.
-“Alot of [local] folks understand
~and respect direct action more
than they do the other impor-
tant legislative, regulatory and
legal work. I think we proved
how serious we are about this,
and people around here have
respect for that,” said Mat

Louis-Rosenberg, an organizer:

with the Climate Ground . Zero
(CGZ) campaign of civil resistance
to MTR. “They understand di-

- rect action around here, because -

they’ve been doing it longer than
all of us combined.” -

Resistanceis” an Appalachlan»},«

tradition, and mountain people

became on mofytﬂh her

others hung

have stood up to protect their
land, health and communi-
ties from strip mining since the

mid-20* century. To Save the:

Land and the People, a group
operating out of the coalfields of
Kentucky, led a gtassroots fight
against strip mining in the 1960s
and 1970s. Laying down in
front of a bulldozer set to strip
her farm in 1961, elderly Ken-
tuckian Ollie “Widow” Combs
of

urgeo
more information about thlS
history of resistance, refer to:
the Battle of Blair Mountain,
United Mine Workers of Amer-

ica, the mine wars, nghlander =

Folk School, etc.

Many coalfield - orgamzers_
fighting MTR, 1ncludmg Coal

River Mountain Watch’s indom-
itable Judy Bonds, have been

arrested multiple times in pro--
test. They have also engaged

in legal, poignant actions. In

12006, Ed Wiley walked from
the Coal River Valley to Wash-
ington, DC, to ask that Marsh

Fork Elementary School, ‘which

sits under a sludge dam and-

next to a coal processing plant,
be moved to a safe and healthy

location within the community.
These  acts have been paired -

with* extensive community
organizing, research and sus-

tained efforts towards leglsla-,

tive change.
Mountain = Justice

to direct action and community
organizing against MTR. MJS
was initially spurred in 2005 by
the death of Jeremy Davidson
by flyrock in :Virginia, at the
time, local groups were working

with organizations like Katuah

Earth First!, Virginia Tech’s Earth

“Club and others. Coal River Val-
ley hell-raisers - began hosting -
the traveling circus of students, .

- punks and activists that tramped

across Appalachia that summer. -

Grace, a member of Katuah EF!,

participated in the very first

MJS, then stayed in the valley
for almost two years.

- “At the beginning, commu- .
.nity - members were...

afraid

[our] actions... would be met

‘with [violent] action,”

not participate

_ Summer
“(MJS) is another group dedicated
" mine site equip-

- directly. Others, :
‘including the
Senior - Citizens
- Walk to End MTR as weIl as ban-

_ said
Grace, who returned to the

valley this past November and

played a support role in the
drill rig action. “What we were
doing was making people more
comfortable so that maybe in
the future there would be able

to be actions. We had things

like a sit-in and marches, large

_rallies, a lockdown in-Rich-

mond and a lockdown [at Zeb
Mountain] in Tennessee.”

gan in February with a locdown

on Coal River Mountain and a -
rally at the gates of Marsh Fork
“Coal ‘Company in the hollow

below. Since- then, there have
been 18 actions in the coalfields -

~of southern’ West Virginia. “In -
between this year and 2005, not

much has happened, except for

_ground work which was impor-
“tant,” Grace reflected. “In some

ways, this is the vision. we. had

; four years ago.”

Nonviolent civil re51stance is

‘at the core of CGZ's campaign
“strategy. A diversity of tactics

has been employed, including
direct action, civil disobedience,
protests and ™
consciousness
raising—we do

in property de-
struction. Some
of our actions,
including a six-
day treesit and
lockdowns to

ment, stop work

ner drops, play a valuable tole in

attracting media attention and .

engaging new participants and
supporters. CGZ activists do not
flee the scene, and they aim to

‘be “open, honest and friendly”

with -everyone they encounter
during an action. -
“Qur position is that we are

doing nothing wiong, we are
,trymg to protect communi- -
“Accepting .
,responsiblhty for our actions

ties,” ~said- Mat.

[allows. us] to continue  to

_ Appa'lachiansf -
“understand -
direct action
around here,

because they’vef, B
been doing it §:is

longer than all of
§ us combined.”

.worth ‘the court dates,
- and potential jail time is being.
able to pause—for a few hours

spread the message and access
the media, the courts and the

increased attentlon that ]alled’

activists receive.’
“[Environmental nuts] are
easy to.recognize,” quipped Don:

‘Blankenship, CEO of Massey En-

‘ergy—a primary driver of MTR
in Appalachia—at his company’s
Friends of America rally this past
Labor Day. “They’re easy to rec-
ognize because they’re the ones

 chained to your equipment and

hanging from
your trees.

He then eluci-
dated, remind-
ing the crowd
that they—the

(in - the popu-
list mythology

~spun) the work-
ers—own the trees.

A month lat-
er, Steve Walker,
-CEO of machin-

Walker CAT,
compared two
zactivists who
"dropped a ban-
£ ner off of his
< building in Belle,
S,

suicide bombers.
~“People fill their
heads with this

he said in a radio interview-

with West Virginia Metro News.

“They’re involved in that group:

down in Raleigh County, North
Carolina, with roots tied to eco-
_terrorists. We worry they may
~have been in here to sabotage

: 'some of our machinery.”

_Stalwarts of the West Virginia
coal and energy industries have
taken to fear mongering about

~nonviolent civil resisters. Their

comments follow in the foot-
steps of increased media at-
teéntion (The New York Times,
Reuters, most local news outlets),
drummed up community sup-
port and a minor, but increas-
S ing, influence
on local and na-
- tional politics.
The pressure
‘CGZ and pre-
ceding coal-
§ field campaigns
‘have put on
the media and
governmernt
~incredible
~work, a testa-
ment to deeply
# rooted - local
! organizing and
strong coalitions fighting MTR
through a myriad of channels.
But I keep going back to
what Zoe said. Part of what’s
fines

or a day—the destruction of a

- mountain. When we take action,

what Kkills us stops for a

-moment.

Dea G “is a writer and or-
ganizer based out of the
coalfields of southern West
Vzrglma
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BY DEEMUS WOLF AND MARIGOLD SPOON

The Carnage of Dams ;
Here in the East San Francisco Bay, a quiet
storm rages over the proposed building of
a new 450-foot tall dam in our barely-wild
Mokelumne river watershed. “Our” East
Bay Municipal Utility District (EBMUD) has
announced plans to consider this dam in
anticipation of future population growth.
The dam would flood more than two miles
of popular free flowing river, which is habi-.
~ tat for the California spotted owl, foothill
yellow-legged frog and goshawk, and a
~potential restoration area for- CthOOk
salmon and steelhead trout. 7
‘Flashback to 1922—Tulare County, the

- last California grizzly bear, the official state -

animal, is extirpated. Today, California has
lost 95 percent of its salmon and' wild

fisheries. Malls, suburbs and mega farms

- steadily march on our remaining wilds as

. an increasingly grave environmental hteracy
~ slowly seeps into our consciousness.

The dams physically block the fish’s jour-
ney to their traditional breeding ground, but
many fish don’t even make it that far. Jerry
Neuberger from the California Sportfishing

“Alliance on the state of the salmon in the &

_ Mokelumne stated, “the problem is that the
- young salmon trying to reach the ocean never .

o make it. Instead they’re sucked up, ground -
into fish  paste in the SWP [State Water Proj- -

ect] and CVP [Central Valley Project] pumps
and their flesh washed down the aqueducts

A glance at EBMUD’s web p ge trumpets

that it is their mission to “Promote Envi--

ronmental Responsibility and Sustainabil-
ity.” Yet there is no serious support of the
surging local ‘water movement and its
greywater, rainwater and permaculture
strategies,
tation could more than offset the need for
new dams. It is only through localizing our
community dependencies that we have a
snowball’s chance in hell at reversing this
plague of ecosystem collapse. It’s been said
that California water projects consist of the
most altered ecosystems on ‘the planet. It

- is incumbent upon California to admit the
errors of our ways and implement the world’
largest ecosystem resurrection.

Diablo EF!’s improvements- to the EBMUD building.
As Orwell grumbles in his grave about the

cruel farce of greenwashing; the citizens of -
- the Mokelumne watershed fight in Congress -

for a “Wild and Scenic-River Designation,”
~ which would permanently protect the river”

from being dammed. Our small group pre-

pared for battle. The EBMUD Headquarters

in downtown Oakland proudly displays a
~colorful image of the Pardee Dam about
15 feet above the front entrance. Thus, in

- order to express our discontent over the pro--

posed expansion, we only needed to provide
the ‘universal symbol of “no”—a red slash.

While embarking vertically upon their street

- display, we also wrote our message in bright

capital letters, given that there is no true fo-

rum for it to be heard.
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‘whose widespread implemen-

g oI dqooud

Introducmg Dnablo Earth First!

we felt, so we agteed to reground. We untled

.~ Days before the action we gathered in prep-

~“aration, the chilliness outside only increasing

the coziness inside, and excitedly scrawled
the expected conditions on a whiteboard full
of the plan. Arrows, anonymous stick figures

and approximated. distances -all ‘began to

appear, while an old canvas sign ‘was sliced
into appropriate sizes for the anticipated

-ascent. Our graffiti artist tried their skillful
- hand at drawmg legible letters, and to our

great joy, produced lovely composition of

‘neon yellow—green Our mrnble tree-person

ensured that the sign climbers were taught the
necessary skills, while our resourceful host
cut a long plywood slash and prepared it to
hang. The evening’s preparations complete,
we parted ways to re-converge on the morning
of our planned action.

On October 13, cold, grey rain had found

us again inside with tea; we struggled with a

stubborn grommet kit, stepped into harnesses,
and stuffed bags with our “no” and “dams”

signs, double checkmg that each .climber-

had their appropriate sign so as not to ar-
rive on the platform and shout to the world,

“Dams No.” We piled into a pickup truck

and made our way through sheets of falling
fresh water towards the center of the city.
We arrived around the corner, hopped out
and approached the scene of 30-or 40 lively
citizens with salmon-hats and signs, shouting
loudly over the rain, hoping to be heard.
‘We approached the enterance of the EBMUD
with a ladder, and someone shouted, “Hey
what are you doing?” before ushering all the
other protesters inside, causing an unneces-
sary divide in the dissent. Up went the lad-

- der,-then us and the signs. Some men in suits:
~ quickly advanced below us, but by then we

were all' the way up, Which‘ rendered ‘their
burly demand for us to “get down from
there this instant!” hopeless. I looked over

at my vibrant and. passionate comrade, we
reached across the Pardee Dam image and
-each took-a side of our six-foot red, wooden
-disapproval sign: Other signs, bigger than

ourselves, emerged from our Mary Poppins- .

style backpacks and we made our ways across
the beams of the building’s entranceway.

The news cameras found us and numerous:

pictures were -taken. Our team’s knowledge-

able ‘police liaison reported that the police

were being ‘surprisingly calm and agreed

- that, if upon our descent, we took everything

down with us; no charges would be pressed.
The-signs had been up there long enough

_already ‘to_ have accomphshed our goal of

displaying a part of the strong c,onv1ctlon

e

knots and passed bags down. As we took a
last glance at Oakland from this -unlikely
vantage point and tossed down the canvas
signs, they caught the up-flowing wind in a
jaunty little swing—convincing us momen-
tarily that they were the overlooked sails of
a great ship upon a vaste concrete ocean.
During the public portion of the meeting

‘that took place inside, about 70 people gave

their allotted 3-minute comments. There

&
e:350.018 International Day of Action.

were people from neighborhood organi-
zations, river protection alliances, fishing
groups, greywater collectives, engineers and
other concerned citizens who gave a myriad
of reasons why building a new dam was
entirely unnecessary. The meeting lasted
about 6 hours, the longest in EBMUD history.
The board dutifully listened as we gave
our informed pleas, and then made the
decision they were going to make regard-
less—to include the dam. At least if they
do decide to go ahead with construction, it
wouldn't be 15 years from now, providing
plenty of time for the importance of rivers
to contagiously sprout.

Meanwhile, the SWP that pumps fresh

“ water from the San Francisco-Bay Delta to

southern- California is not only implicated
in the demise of the 176 threatened and
endangered species of the bay, it is also the
largest single user of energy in the state. The
Edmonston Pumping Plant at the base of
the Techahapi Mountains is the largest, and

-boasts that each of its fossil fuel guzzling

pumps welgh 400 tons and stand 65-feet-tall

'Damn Cars :
From ' a ' climate justice perspective,

pumping water may be California’s largest

contributor to atmospheric carbon, but

in-our everyday reality car culture is the

most ‘tangible perpetrator of social and
environmental carnage. Time and time
again highways are built through poor -
communities, polluting the air with foul
gasses. The automobile’s constant assault”
on our senses—the noise; lung-clogging
smoke and vibrational and psychic pollu-
tion—cause not only epidemics of respira-
tory disease, but destroy the social fabric of.
neighborhoods. The supreme reign of these
high-velocity, metallic death machines

_over our cities needs to be checked in a sys-

temic way, but the automobile- roadway
industrial complex has a death grip on

our economy
Sl contmued on the next page



As bicyclists and pedestrians we often have
to fight against the almost psychotic sense of
entitlement that car drivers wield. In places
like Copenhagen, where 100,000 bicyclists
commute to work daily, every day is “bike to
work day.” As the pre-COP15 clamor reached
near fever pitches, we decided to sponsor a
350.0rg event by symbolically inverting the
carnage that car culture inflicts on our planet.
We hatched a plan to annihilate a car in pub-
lic, using nothing more than our bodies and
a handful of sledgehammers. October 24 was
the perfect day to destroy an old pickup that
had been polluting since 1982, in the name
of the International Day of Climate Action.

All sorts of people came to ask what we
were doing when they heard the calcu-
lated, resounding hits. We explained our
action, invited them to join us and almost
everyone did: Surprisingly unhindered by
the presence of the law, women, men,
girls and boys -all happily smashed and
pounded, and the truck slowly became
unrecognizable.-As it reached a satisfying
state of disarray, we attached rope to its
raised front bumper and to five bicycles

We pulled from South Berkeley to West
Oakland, occasionally stopping to switch
riders or explain our intentions to befud-
dled and amused passersby. Upon arriving
at the truck’s temporary resting place in
West Oakland, a few kids came over to
check out the commotion. We explained
why we demolished this specific car and
their immediate reaction was, “Can we?
Can we?” Armed with the appropriate tools,
they began to swing. As the sound echoed
down the street, three kids quickly became a
small army. After they had added the finish-
ing touches to this community masterpiece,
they reluctantly handed us the hammers
and retreated. A couple days later, Pick n’
Pull came and towed the shadow of a truck
to be recycled.

I had never smashed an unwanted car
with strangers before—or any car for that
matter—but a subtle, ephemeral union
sprouted from such shared catharsis. (Plus,
it was just plain old fun.) The word
“movement” started to enter into our con-
versation, and we began to wonder how to
dimensionalize and span the gaps between

immigrants, frustrated students,. medicated
children, heroic teachers, elders, alternative

- health care practitioners and disgruntled vet-

erans. A vast array-of people all bear the brunt
of a dysfunctional government.

As disparate groups, we make minor modi-
fications. By introducing affinity between

previously non-communicating. groups, we .

become a large body of concerned citizens—
the greater number of people organized, the
better our chance at succeeding. We can
suddenly become an unlikely ensemble,
spanning multitudes of outlooks -and
backgrounds, which may make us able to
harness the ample strength of diversity
and seep like water seeps through cracks.
On a map of resistance there are many
dots of concentrated strength, and I won-
der if it isn’t the vigorous drawing and
redrawing of lines between those dots—
even the unexpected ones—that will help
weave us into an unbreakable net of un-
bearable might.

Diablo EF! is a new group. You can reach them

at diabloearthfirst@gmail.com. To view. footage

of the October 17 action Visit HTTP://ABCLOCAL.

then started pulling!

activists, tired workers, farmers, fishermen,

.GO. COM/xGo/vao71D—7063187

A CRITICAL ASSESSMENT OF THE
What If7

350.0RG

BY KEVIN MORAN

On October 24, hundreds of thousands of people in 181 coun-
tries came together in an international day of action against climate
change. Organized by Bill McKibben’s 350.org, the event is being
reported as the largest and most widely-coordinated political day
of action in history. Rallies filled the streets of urban metropolises
around the world to demand action on climate change. Banners
dropped from national monuments on every continent, proclaiming a

carbon cap of 350 parts per million (ppm) to be the new mandate
of The People. Aerial photos deplct clusters of people all around

issue. In my hometown of Boulder Colorad (
cal Mass bike ride and joined hundreds of people in a trip to the
reviled Valmont Coal Plant, demanding an end to coal-fired power.
Still, when I looked back across the seemingly endless line of cycling
protesters—the hundreds of individuals, many of whom had never
participated in any form of protest—I found myself wondering: “Is
this really the best way to approach this issue? Haven’t we tried this
before? What if all these people showed up to participate in direct
action, rather than symbolic action?”

The assumption put forward by the 350.org campaign—and the
logical basis of displaying immense global support for this unifying
issue—is that, if the mobilized masses can inspire enough allies in

~high places and if politicians and policy makers around the world
could realize the imperative threat of global warming, conscious
policy would inevitably result. In reality, state policy has never been
crafted toward the end of reversing economic growth—which is
necessary to reduce carbon emissions. Governments establish policy

~around the interests that comprise their subjective political reality.
Big Business.is presumed to represent large chunks of the popula-
tion, as the -employer (or enslaver) and “service provider” of the
masses, so the corporations will always be the loudest voices in the
room. Thus, government is nothing more than a tool of a corporate
realm in an ailing world economy reliant upon cheap energy, trans-
portation and industrial production.

Let us not forget that Mr. Inconyenient Truth hrmself longtime

board member of Occidental Petroleum, managed to hinder the -
Kyoto Protocol on behalf of the US government. Al Gore sat on top

of the war-and-profit machine for eight years of dismissals and false
solutions toward environmental crises. Even Barack Obama, who
has used strong language in favor of reducing carbon emissions, has
since been hesitant to join global climate talks (largely because the
rich expect developed countries to pay for their irreparable dam-
age of the ecosphere). There is no reason to expect anything but

more of the same from the sociopolitical elite—false solutions,

commitments of inconsequential sums of money toward research

- and development of “cleaner” forms of energy, concurrent with
the perpetual destruction of mountain ranges, clear-cutting of for-
ests, pumping deadly chemlcals into the air and dumpmg waste
into the oceans.

The objective of the October 24 International Day of Action was
to reiterate the number “350”—a number that even James Hanson,
climate scientist and originator of the 350 ppm carbon dioxide cap,
has contended is likely too high. McKibben and friends intended to

make “350” an unavoidable aspect of political reality by employing -

the number with as many people in as many places and as many
ways as possible. The campaign strived to shun the false stigma cast
by energy-industry-funded climate change deniers, and to build the
awareness of the reality that is unfolding. To this end, the campaign
was inarguably a success, displaying global solidarity against climate

: df"“s’d’c"iar et

change that undoubtedly resonated during the Copenhagen nego-
tiations (COP 15). Indeed, the discussion has shifted from whether
the climate is changirig to how much longer we can continue on the

‘same path without disaster—global warming has become a political

reality. However, as the COP 15 talks will likely have no serious
1mpact as did Kyoto, the Rio summit, and the- Millennium Devel-
opment Goals. Those of us who are seriously trying to alter the .
disastrous trajectory of industrial society are forced to ask ourselves
the question, “What if?”

What if—instead of wasting precious time in the futile game of

representatrve politics—we came together, not in symbohc actron, :

of direct action? veal
ng f e vast potential for
endowed upon us by this tragic civilization—was used to émpower
people to participate in directly modifying the world around them?
What if 350 people, instead of just riding bikes through downtown
Boulder, were motivated to disassemble every vehicle on the road?
What if at the same moment, a thousand people in Denver, instead
of rallying around the capitol holding “350” signs, began to demolish

their local Super Wal-Mart in favor of an urban garden? What if our

~ friends and neighbors came to our defense with rocks and bricks

when the police came to stop us? What if in DC, hundreds of people
gathered, not to form a photo oppoitunity in front of the White
House, but a road blockade in front of the coal plant? What if in Rio,
we shut down industrial polluters, or in India, we drove out Mon--
santo? What if millions of people around the world came together
on one day in defense of a dying planet—not to ask the rich to
voluntarily hinder their sources of wealth, but to dismantle the
luxuries that are Killing the Earth and us? What if The People
simultaneously dedicated their every remaining effort to restore

. the conditions that allows the Earth and us to thrive? What if

we organized ourselves, not under the umbrella banner of celeb-
rity activists, but out of a unified understanding that we cannot
continue this way of life? What if we rejected the fallacy and false
solutions of representative, authoritarian government, and resolved

to act on behalf of ourselves and to stand in solidarity with

the countless others who are perpetually misrepresented, mar-

ginalized, and ignored? The answer to this questlon, of course, ‘

would be a worldwide revolution. =
This is not to say that the 350 actions were a waste =F personally

contributed time and effort to the campargn, working with com-

mitted and passionate 1nd1v1duals to organize a 350-bike ride. T
would never have done this had I thought the campaign was a
completely misdirected effort. In many ways, the decentralized
organizing and impressive attendance was the most impressive

mass action to happen in Boulder in years. The pewerful format °

provided by 350.0rg showed participants—and power-holders—that
we have the potential to organize on a scale that the world has never

seen. It proved, at least to some degree, that we are ready and

willing to work together to surpass expectations, defy contrived

norms and create a better world. Most importantly, it forged networks .

and connections that can be utilized toward greater ends.

What should follow, however, is an honest dialogue as to
whether our ‘desired goals are truly attainable through sym-
bolic means. If not, we should consider a more direct approach.

And maybe next year, on October 24 we can try again without A

asking—only acting.
A new world is ours to create and the sooner we start the better.
Kevin is a writer; artist, organizer, aspiring revolutionary and dzsgrun-

tled student at the Umversrty of Colorado, m Boulder. Visit him at Leﬁ
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- November-December 2010 officially cel-

ebrates 30 years-in-print for the Earth First!
.+ Journal! We have good reason to start the
* year off with a big heads up to all who have
~ stories, photos, songs, original artwork or,
perhaps, an article about how you found
yourself organizing with .a- rambunctious
‘crew of monkeywrenchers—those who make
no compromises in defense of the Earth!
In addition to gathering stories to span
_ three decades of direct action to commem-
orate the international movement of Earth
First!, the current Journal collective would
also like to run a 2011 Direct Action Calen-
dar and release a compilation album.
However, we will not be able to achieve any
© of this without your help! Please start think-
- ing about your photos and stories—how you

“ environmental journal!

- e, organizers from the Earth
First! movement in the US will be meeting in southern California
to discuss current campaigns, problems within our movernent and
solution-building, hold discussions and wo rkshops.that

: and-analysis, as well as take tlme o talk about the Iournal

_Here in the office of the EF! Journal we have brainstormed various

ideas about the future of the publication; some thoughts we have

appeared in the 2009 Reader Survey, other ideas will appear as they
become firm. As of yet, nothing is set in stone. Though, as we’ve said
before—one thing is certain, there is no end in sight for the radical

want to capture a piece of the history—and
send them to us in a timely fashion. Send
your suggestions for song picks and artists to
contact! We need your well captured high-

' resolution -action shots! Each issue this year

we intend on askmg folks to contribute and
hope that our maﬂbox starts to bursts from the
seams with exciting letters and packages!

Donations are, of course, also needed
to help us have a good year and hopefully
save some cash for the proposed anniversary
trinkets. We appreciate all the contributions
that were made in"2009; we thank you for
effectively keeplng the Journal going! If you
donated $50 or ‘mere during the Summer
donor drive we areistill; lanning to get trin-
kets out, as soon as (we/g\x(ave two long -term
editors back in the o

Help is also needed in other ways at the
Earth First! Journal. If you are interested in
working at the Journal, fundraising, making
merchandise, tabling, doing edits/layout
from a far (other suggestions are welcomed)
get in touch and we can get the ball rolling!

The Winter fundraising letter has been
included in subscriber copies of this issue, if
you don’t see a donation form and would
like to contribute please visit us online at
WWW.EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG and click “Donate”
on the home page. Alternatively, dona-
tions ¢an be sent to our PO Box or by calling
the Earth First! Journal office to place a deblt/
credit card donation:

Thanks for your readership and support!
For the Wild,
—The Earth First! Journal Collective

Another clear notion is that we need to get more Journals out in

- the world and into the hands of folks who are looking for a
/ movement as dedlcated to stopping the destruction of our planet as
those who have known about Earth First! for years.

We are very interested in helping EFlers and allies host Earth First!
Journal mailing parties in their bioregions and would like to encour-
s age anyone who feels they can initiate the project of organizing
~a mailing party in their region to get in contact. Mailing par-
ties only happen once every two months, so there is not a huge
time commitment. With good planning and publicity you could
easily use the Journal mailing party as an outreach tool for your
community! Anyone who is interested in the development of this
concept, whether you live in the US or Indonesia send us an e-mail,

_letter or phone call! (Our information is fisted on the contents page.)
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 <>Earth First! Seasonal Calendar$-
: - -~ Issue Expl‘ai"nation
Brigid: A Festival
. of Awakening

 This is a time to-express
our deepest concerns,
which can lead to heal-
ing and action! While
most’ of us are still
~hibernating away,
we can take the
time to research
campaigns that
need our atten-
tion and orga-
nizing  skills.
In February,
Earth Firstlers
in the US will
be traveling to
the Organizers
. Conference
and Winter
Rendezvous ' to
do just that. If
you are not able
to make the jour-
ney to the west S
~ coast this Winter .
~ consider organizing
/. a regional gathering.
Pick a place where the
Wild is being threaten
and plan a weekend
. campout! Regional gather-
ings

%on5e oyur im0
IPuostsd wroysuety -
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campfires-and share stories .

, _ and songs
__with your community: 2
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It’s such a crime, it’s so damn bad e : T = 0 B
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As we gather here on this mountaintop kgt : e 4 , il s <
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It’s time to stand—It’s time to make them stop! : o e E
We'll stand by you, Oh, wilderness g
‘We'll fight the tide, we’ll fight this mess ~ i
We'll guard your life, no matter what they do _@ — |2
Oh, wilderness, we’re gonna stand by you 7 u g
: >

- RepeatChorus .
: : Play this song on the Concertina!
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BY Mac Loyowsxy

There is a shocking lack of awareness and
opposition, in both the mainstream envi-
= ronmental and the EF! movement, to cur-

rently proposed legislation that will usher -
in what industry executives are -joyfully-

calling a “nuclear renaissance.” As Craig A.
Severance explains in his 2009 report, Busi-
ness Risks and Costs of New Nuclear Power,
“An entire generation has passed since nu-
clear power has been seriously considered
in America. New faces are now on utility
boards, and new reporters are covering the
energy beat. After so much time, a particu-
lar amnesia about the record of the nuclear
industry is evident in discussions.” Nuclear
power and the resulting nuclear waste is
the most deadly stuff on the planet and
the latter will remain that way for the next
500,000 years or so. Coupled with that sci-

entific reality, the gross history and cur--

rent practices involving Native Americans
in uranium mining and waste storage
provides one of the most glaring and on-
going examples of environmental racism
in United Sates history. It is critical that
this “nuclear renaissance” be resisted and
refused before another reactor goes online.

Toxic waste-filled holding pond at a Uranium processing mill in Uravan, Colorado.

Senators John Kerry and Lindsey Gra-
ham, summarizing the nuclear section of
the Clean Energy Jobs &-American Power
Act, state:

“While we invest in renewable energy
sources like wind and solar, we must also
take advantage of nuclear power, one single
largest contributor of emissions-free power.
Nuclear power needs to be a core component
of electricity generation if we are to meet
our emission reduction targets. We need to
jettison cumbersome regulations that have
stalled the construction of nuclear plants in
favor of a streamlined permit system that
maintains vigorous safeguards while allowing
utilities to secure financing for more plants.”
(New York Times, October 11, 2009)

‘The US Nuclear Regulatory Council (NRC),
which issues permits for nuclear power
plants, currently has 17 pending applica-
tions for new plants. Most of these plants

_are located on the east coast. For a com-
- plete list of proposed plants and locations,
Visit WWW.NRC.GOV. ?

It's doubtful that President Obama will voice
any opposition,--as the LA Times reported,
“Obama is the largest beneficiary of money
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- oceans), this is not a tenable solution for

from companies that have a stake in nuclear
energy’s future. The Braidwood Plant—located
outside of Chicago—is owned, by Exelon
Corporation, which has donated $275,000 to
Obama over his career.” (February 3, 2008)

Politicians, industry executives and
mainstream environmental groups maintain.
that nuclear power is cost-effective, non-
polluting “green energy.” On every point,
they are wrong—either very misinformed,
influenced by nuclear money or just plain
lying. The realities of nuclear power are not
a matter of opinion—the subject is not up
for debate. Clear scientific and historical
fact demonstrate that there is absolutely
nothing cost-effective, pollution-free or
“green” about nuclear energy.

What is most seldom discussed is exactly
where the uranium that will power these pro-
posed plants will come from, but history sug-
gests that Indigenous peoples will continue
to bear the brunt of nuclear hazard. Public
Citizen’s Nuclear Information & Research
Service explains, in a report entitled “Ra-
dioactive Racism: The History of Targeting
Native American Communities with High-
Level Atomic Waste Dumps,” “Uranium
mines were, and continue to be, on Navajo
lands throughout the Grants Mineral Belt
(Arizona and New Mexico), on La-
guna Pueblo land in New Mexico
and tribal lands in the Northwest,
as well as on and near Sioux Indi-
~ an lands in western South Dakota.
These mines have taken a partic-
ularly hard toll on the communi-
- ties near them. Native American
rs, most of whom were never
informed of the dangers of ura-

make attractive and vulnerable targets for
the dreaded ‘terrorists.’ .

Throughout the 1980s and 1990s, the US .
government almost exclusively targeted
Native communities to house high-level
nuclear waste. Among the targeted tribes
were the Western Shoshone, Mescalero
Apaches, Prairie Island Community, Skull
Valley Band of Goshutes, Eastern Shaw-
nee, Ute Mountain and others. Eventu-
ally, the government decidéd that just one
site—Yucca Mountain—would be studied
and considered.

Yucca Mountain sits squarely on Western
Shoshone tribal land, adjacent to the
Nevada Test Site. For almost two decades,
the Western Shoshone and thousands of
.activists fought against making the Yucca
Mountain into a nuclear waste site on cul-
tural and scientific grounds. Today, about
$12 billion later, the site has been aban-
doned as a potential permanent storage
facility. Matthew L. Wald, writing for Sci-
entific American magazine, cautions that
just because Yucca Mountain. has been
abandoned for the moment, that does not
mean it is off the table.

“Yucca could always come back. ‘Thirty-
nine states have high-level waste—either
civilian-spent nuclear fuel, Navy spent
nuclear fuel or defense program high-level
waste,” says Edward F. Sproat III, who was
the DOE (Department of Energy) official in
charge of the Yucca project for the last two
and half years of the Bush administration.
The waste ‘is all designed to go to Yucca,
and there’s no other place to send it.””
(August 3, 2009) ;

The nuclear debate largely focuses on
nium, were exposed to its particu- “invisible” places, completely outside the

late and radioactive gases in the consciousness of mainstream of America..
: ' ’ suf- © Skull Valley, Utah—where the hell is that?
nbers of lung cancer Church Rock, New Mexico? Grants Mineral
Belt? These adverse targets are home to peo-
ple who have become “invisible” popula-
tions—the Goshutes, the Utes, the Western
Shoshone, the Mescalero Apaches.

That being said, there are a number
of groups; especially Indigenous groups,
that have been fighting and continue to
fight the long fight against the nuclear
industry. These groups include: Honor the
Earth (WWwW.HONOREARTH.ORG), the Shunda-
hai’ Network (Www.sHUNDAHALORG) and the
Indigenous Environmental Network (www.
IENEATH.ORG). In addition to fighting the
government-proposed climate bill, hun-
dreds of indigenous groups have joined
together to draft their own energy legisla-
tion within the Intertribal Council on-Util-
ity Policy (Www.INTERTRIABALCOUP.ORG). There
are numerous other groups and sources of
information -available, including Beyond
Nuclear (WWw.BEYONDNUCLEAR.ORG).

It is important to remember that there are
no victories in our work—only temporary
truces. The nuclear industry was:in° many
ways contained by, the hard, consistent work
and- sacrifice of activists who came ‘before.
us. Then they went away for awhile, licked
their wounds, gathered their money and
waited. Today, they are back, and bigger than
__before. They have appropriated the terms of
the debate and somehow constructed the .
notion that nuclear power is “green.” It is
critical that we call this bullshit, “bullshit.”
We need to draw attention to the facts of
nuclear power. We need to form alliances
with the groups, especially the Indigenous
groups, who are struggling: against this
menace. Reinforcements are desperately
needed and they are needed right now
to oppose this insane legislation. Nuclear
power is not an. optlon :

Mac Lojowsky-is a playwrlght and union
carpenter,  currently based in  Olympia,
Washington. He has been involved in envi-
ronmental justice work since 1996. *

§ fered large n‘
fatalities, a disease almost entirely
B £ unknown among the Navajos and
‘-%\Pueblos before uranium mining.
= Mmmg debris and mill tailings, as
zmlllmg often: takes place near the
: gmlnes to minimize transport of
>~ waste rock, were put into unlined
*storage ponds or out in the open
s air, where often they leached into
) ,%neatby soil and water.. Groundwa-

g ter that entered into the mines, and

xthus ‘became contaminated, was
regularly pumped out into rivers
g and lakes.”
The same issue applies to what
1_s possibly the hardest position:to
defend in the greenwashing of nu-
clear power—nuclear waste. High-
level nuclear waste is deadly now and it
reaches its most deadly phase about 300,000
years from now. It is inconceivable to plan
or to construct anything made with hu-
man hands that will remain sound and
safe for that long; we do not have the abil-
ity to deal with it. No matter where we put
nuclear waste, it will never go away and it
will never, ever cease to be a serious threat
to the planet, the plants and the species.
No amount of greenwashmg can change
that fact.

In 1982, Congress passed the Nuclear
Waste Policy Act, which mandated: that a
permanent waste Tepository would be in
place by 1998. It is. now 2010, the US gov-
ernment is twelve years late, and it has no -
current prospects for a long-term solution
for nuclear waste. The waste is currently
stored onsite at the nuclear plants where the
waste was produced. Due to the proximity
of these plants to large population centers
and natural resources (like rivers, lakes and

storage. In addition, if one was to believe
the government’s own fear-hype, these mas-
sive above-ground waste storage areas would
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Weather or Not, They’re
Wrong

The most recent issue of the
Compendlum Newsletter based

tlons used to track U.S. Surface
Temperature fail to meet the
National Weather Service’s own
requirements. Positioned next

. to exhaust fans, surrounded -

by asphalt and situated amidst
the concrete-heated environs of
the inner-city, most weather sta-
tions are, like the planet itself,
artificially heated by urban devel-
opment. If you can’t trust the
~National Weather Serv1ce, who
can you trust!?

Greenwashed Leg'o World
The modern sustainability

movement has modeled itself

on the three Rs, but what do
you do when the paradoxes
really- start becoming obnox-

ious? Take for example, the -

Dwellbox: a house made out
of recycled shipping contain-
ers. If you want to know how
a commodity authentically
feels, try living like one, in the

14-gauge steel hull of a ship-
ping container.

Hey Ranchers, Go Hunt
Yourselves

i ; “favor of
Friends of Ammals has outlawed
hunting endangered species on
the historic Y.O. Ranch in Texas.

Prior to this decision, Y.O. was ..
breeding endangered Scimitar-

horned oryx antelopes and
Dama gazelles to be hunted in
captivity at the price of $5,300
a head. These kinds of “hunt-
ing ranches” exist perfectly le-
gally in 40 U.S. states, where
psychotic killing frenzies are
deemed “manly” and “exciting.”

Plain Stupid False Solutions

Another macabre contribu-
tion to Environmental News of
the Weird was introduced by
Mayor Michael Bloomberg of

New York City, who has recently

decided to capture and gas 2,000
resident Canada Geese. They
supposedly present a clear and
present danger- to -national se-
curity. No, seriously, these “ter-

rorist” geese are in danger of

look on -th‘e‘brigﬁ;cw side, at least

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS OF THE

flying into the engines of air-
planes, so instead of protecting
them with sound devices, which
will remove them from harm’s
way, the benerlgnt- Mayor has

they won't be detained in some
bizarro, privately owned military
prison, tortured and moved to
Afghanistan, Egypt and Syria

- before being executed. They
won'’t even be microwaved by
. pathetic to Rochom P’ngieng,

the military’s brand new “pain
ray.” Not this time, at least...

Operation Parasol to the
Rescue

In an homage to-false solu--

tions to climate change, here’s
a glance back at the best-and

bravest of the worst ideas of

2009. We should all be familiar
with these great ideas: creat-
ing an enormous algae bloom
in the middle of the ocean,
pumping more pollution into
the sky to provide better shade
from the sun, and replacing
trees with synthetic: carbon
dioxide converting machines.
But what about EF! J’s neighbors

over at the University of Ari-
zona? Obviously not readers
of the Journal, they intend to
launch “Operation Parasol”—

a project to send tnlhons of -

’

the sun’s rays away from the
earth. What is this, a science
fiction novel?

You Can Take the Woman

“Out of the Wild, but . . .

Readers might be more sym-

the so-called “jungle woman”
of Cambodia, who emerged in
2007 after 18 years in the wild,
only to go on a month-long
hunger strike against: civiliza-
tion. Living alone in the jun-.
gle from age 8 to 26, P'ngieng
was. captured after attempting
to steal, and is currently under. =
the custody of her father. After

~two years, she refuses to learn’

language, speak, or eat rice.
Her father has explained, “Her
condition looks worse than the
time we brought her from the
jungle. She always wants to take
off her clothes and crawl back
to the jungle.”
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BY FRIENDS OF CARRIE AND SCOTT

Carrie Feldman and Scott DeMuth are activ-
ists from Minneapolis, Minnesota, who were
subpoenaed to a federal grand jury investigating

animal rights- -vandalism from 2004. They both
were put in jail. Carrie is still being held on civil -

contempt of court. She had a hearing regarding

a motion for her release on December 8 and, as-

of this writing, is still awaiting a ruling from the
judge. On November 19, Scott’s civil contempt
was dropped and he was indicted for conspiracy

under the Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act. Scott -
was released on November 30, pending trial.

- What follows is an account of thezr arrest pnor
to Scott's release.

On November 17, Carrie Feldman and ‘

Scott DeMuth refused to testify in front of
‘a grand jury in Davenport, Iowa, and were
_found to be in contempt of court. They

were immediately handcuffed and hauled

off by US Marshalls. According to District

- Judge John Jarvey, who presided over the

contempt hearings, both will remain incar-
-cerated until they agree to testify. The state
can lock them up for the duration of the
grand jury—another 11 months.

For reasons all too familiar and valid to

of Green Scare repression, both Carrie and
Scott will not cooperate with the grand jury

- by providing information about themselves

and their comrades. We stand in solidarity
with them for refusing to be complicit in

~ their own persecution. We will stand with

- them every day until they are free.

~ While the law does not compel the US At- .
' tomey s Ofﬁce to dlsclose the sub;ect of th

mal Liberation Front action in 2004 at the

-~ anyone who has followed the escalation

University of Iowa. At the time, Carrie

However, they have more recently been

. was only 15 years old and Scott was only

involved in supporting political prisoners,

specifically those incarcerated as a result of
the government’s targeting of animal-rights

and environmental activists. Carrie, Scott .

and their communities feel that this support
work has now made them targets, as well.
_Prior to their grand jury appearances

_today and the contempt hearings that
followed, between 30 and 40 supporters .

rallied outside the Federal Courthouse in

Davenport The support rally was character-

ized by a disproportionate law enforcement

presence, and the proceedings themselves

by a sense in the courtroom that the state’s
actions were perfunctory at best. District
Judge Jarvey dismissed out-of-hand argu-
ments offered by both Carrie and Scott’s

continued on the next page

" Carrie & Scott aren’t messing around when it comes to their rights!
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CARRIE & SCOTT TAKEN HOSTAGE BY THE STATE!

Prior to appeanng before the grand jury, Carrie and Scott prepared staternents regardmg the
repression they are facmg

s

Today I have my second appearance before a federal grand jury
that- is investigating animal rights actions that occurred at the
Unlver51ty of Towa in 2004. Last month—after being subpoenaed
in Mlnneapolls with one day’s notice—I appeared before this
grand jury and plead my Fifth Amendment right to remain silent.
Today, that right will be sidestepped with technical legal

~“protections” that have little or no substantive value. I

‘will: once again be put in front of a grand jury with no lawyer
present in the room, and once again they will attempt to coerce
me to testify.

The prosecutor has filed to grant me immunity. I do not need

immunity from prosecution for a crime that I.-was not involved
in and have no relation to. This will not change my decision
to refuse to cooperate with the grand jury. I stand here today
in solidarity with everyone who has stood up to resist the
exploitation of the environment and animals, the repression of
the state, and the abuses of the justice system.

In anticipation of my refusal to cooperate, the court has
scheduled a contempt hearing for today at ten o’clock. And
they’re right. I do feel contempt for a justice system that
prosecutes people for property damage that is done in defense
of life, while real violence is committed at the hands of

- vivisectors; the. police and the military on'a daily basis.
I feel contempt for the federal agents that would use these
prosecutions as a pretext to investigate aboveground movements
and activists like me, with no apparent grounds other than my
political beliefs and legal activities. I will not help them to
-do this, and I will-not let them violate my rights and privacy.

Today, I may be taken to jail for up to eleven months, solely

for taking a moral stand against an institution that I believe

- to be corrupt and obsolete. I have not been accused of any
crime. So let me ask-you this, Clifford Cronk: is it worth it to
you? Is it worth it to you when my friend’s eight-year-old sobs,
wondering if her mother could be going to jail next? Is it worth
it, Tom Reinwart? Is it worth it to you when my elderly grandma
is without a caretaker? Is this what you. work for, Melissa
Hendrickson? Is it worth it to tear an innocent 20-year-old
woman away from everyone that she loves and cares for? Is this
justice?

Thank you for your support.

—Carrie Feldman

'ﬂ. Hau Mltakuyapl. Cante wasteya nape c1yuzap1 do. Iyusklnyan-

wac1yankap1 do. Dakota ia Hepan emakiyapi do. Wasicu ia Scott
DeMuth emakiyapi do. Damakota do. Oyate mitawa kin hena
Bdewakantunwan ewicakiyapi do. Bdote heciya tanhan wahi do. Wanna
nina cante mawaste do.

Hello all my relatives. With- a good heart, I greet you all with
a handshake. It is good to see all of you here today. My name
is Scott. My place name in Dakota is Hepan...I am from Bdote,

the confluence of the Minnesota and Mississippi Rivers, where the

creation of the Bdewakantunwan took place..

Before anything else, I wanted to address you all in the Dakota
language. State repression isn’t anything new to this country, or
even to this city. One hundred, and forty-six years ago—only a
few miles from this courthouse——over 300 Dakota prisoners of war

= were held in a concentration camp. Over a third of them died in
- their captivity. Whatever happens to me today, whatever I face, it
- will be easy in light of the hardships those men faced..Right now,

my heart is really good. I am glad to see so many people from so
many of the communities I am a part of here to support me today.

-~ Being part of a community means we help each other. We support

each other; we strengthen each other; and sometimes, we must make
sacrifices for -each other.

Grand juries started as an 1mportant part of ‘our justice system
to prevent over-reaching prosecuting powers. However, this process
has been used historically against political movements. In the
context of this history, most recently in the Green Scare, when
investigative techniques of .law enforcement have been halted by
the silence of political movements, grand juries have ‘been used
as a tactic to intimidate our communities and as an attempt to
coerce testimony from movement members. This is an abuse of a
constitutionally mandated process by using 1t as an 1nvest1gat1ve a
tool rather than its intended purpose.

Grand juries can be very disempowering for us. all, and

especially for those targeted by them. We face questloning-without_

ledal counsel present or a right to remain silent. We can be
threatened, coerced and jailed. However, no punishment could be
worse than surrendering our values;, and this decision - whether
we cooperate or resist—is the one thing we, as individuals, have
control of in this process. Luckily, this is the ‘choice that

. allows these grand juries to succeed or to fail.

Our willingness to cooperate and to be complacent, our

- willingness to be intimidated and to be scared, not only serves

to legitimize these proceedings, but it also empowers the tactics
of 'state repression. However, when we as individuals—with the
strength and backing of our communities, are no longer afraid
of their punishment—choose to resist this process and refuse
to cooperate, we disempower this tactic and give strength- to our
communities. We return the.strength that is given to us..-

-So thank you all for giving me that strength. I only hope to
give back as much as has been given to me. e

Seolft @emaf

—Scott DeMuth
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counsel, regarding the need for them to
remain free. For instance, Carrie is the care-
taker of her ailing grandmother, and Scott
is currently a graduate student whose intel-
lectual and professional integrity would be
irreparably damaged by participating in a
sealed investigation. In response, the judge
simply read verbatim the ‘legal language
about contempt charges and then ordered
the two taken into custody immediately..
For his part, US Attorney Cliff Cronk -
ignored the calls that flooded his office
on Monday demanding that the subpoe-
_ nas be quashed, and that Carrie and Scott
be allowed to continue their lives. Then
he went substantially further down the
rabbit hole: in Carrie’s case, in particu-
lar, his arguments and implications were
egregiously over-the-top. Cross-examining
Carrie’s father, for instance, Cronk cynically
implied that the elderly grandmother she
cares for was a sort of pawn in an elaborate
ruse to avoid incarceration. He suggested
that a shirt Carrie had been photographed
~ wearing, in which the letters “L” and “F”
were visible, was evidence of “membership”
in either the ALF or ELE He even cited the
fact that she has a white rat companion ani-
mal as evidence of something suggestive. It
would all be a rather inspired piece of satire
if he were kidding, but as Carrie and Scott
~ are currently incarcerated, it’s unfortunately
clear that he is not.

The community members who attended
the morning’s rally, as well as those who
publicly gathered in support from Min-
neapolis to Dallas, TX, aren’t laughing.
They have vowed to mount pressure on
Cronk’s office, demanding Carrie’s and
Scott’s immediate release. Since the grand
jury process gleans much of its power-
from its secrecy; supporters intend to
draw attention to the Orwellian proceed-

_ings Carrie and Scott are facing.

Tragcdy in thc Sweat Lodgc Ccrcmony

By JAMES “CoYOTE” ANDERSON

Most of us are aware by now about the devastating tragedy that
occurred on October 8, at Angel Valley Retreat Center, near Sedona
Arizona, when motivational speaker James Arthur Ray held a so
called “spiritual warrior” event that has so far cost the lives of three
people and will forever change the lives of 64 more. The facts are

“slowly coming out in the investigation in regards to what actually
happened that day. Investigators found that the lodge used in the
sweat lodge ceremony that claimed these lives was made of plastic
tarps, which is very dangerous and can be fatal. Still, the investiga-
tion continues to determine the actual cause of death. What people
don't seem to understand is that the real problems lie where forensic
teams refuse to look or examine. This tragedy is far deeper than some
mishap and will not only affect the 67 people involved, but now has
the potential to-affect many others, both directly and indirectly.

I ask all Mother Earth’s children, spiritual people, Indigenous -

peoples, traditionalists and people seeking a spiritual foundation to
read this and think for a while as I share some truth forensics will
never find. I personally write this as a traditionalist, and as a prisoner
within the federal system who has been doing sweat lodge ceremo-
nies for many years. As we are coming into the Aquarian age, a time
of healing, many people are starting to wake up, remove the blinders,
and realize the need to strive for higher consciousness. Much of the
time people are turning to spiritual advisors and people of Indig-
enous cultures with hope for guidance. They come with open minds,
. open hearts and trust in the spiritual advisor. Some people seek out
‘wisdom in motivational speakers to help them in the ﬁnanc1al
intellectual and spiritual areas of their lives.

In the self-help book entitled The Secret, by author Rhonda By-
rne, page 195, James Ray claims to be an expert on many Eastern,
Indigenous and ‘Mystical traditions. I have to disagree for many
- reasons. The first reason being that there is no one human who is an

expert in indigenous traditions. Only Creator is the expert. Second, as

spiritual people or advisors or medicine men, it is far from proper to
charge people for your services. It is okay to accept donations, due to
the cost of living, but to try to get rich off of spiritual advice is bad
medicine in itself. James Ray was charging approximately $10,000
per person. That's roughly $670,000 for his services. Third, I will

say Ray has some positive things to say in the book The Secret, but

they’re just words. It’s a whole different setting' when 3 you Start tam-
pering with sacred ways. To walk the Red Road is a very precious and

sacred path and there is much healmg power in the ceremomes 1f,

_it is affecting more than-
“involved in this ceremony.

“near another sweat lodge or

you utlhze them ina humble way. However, if you abuse these ways,
you will suffer and so will those around you > e 7
On October 8, Ray abused the sacred ways and the results of his

‘actions are shattering If Ray, who claims to be an “expert,” had spent
" any time around traditional sweat lodge ceremonies he would have

known that the lodge was not properly built and plastic and metal
are forbidden. ‘Also, Ray had the participants in the event endure

a 36-hour fast then fed them a breakfast buffet before-the lodge -

ceremony. This whole procedure was done completely backwards.
Once inside the lodge, as the guide or sweat lodge leader, it was
his job and responsibility to take care of every other person within

that ceremony. Reports say many people were crying and scream-

ing to get out, yet he made them suffer beyond the limit of even
the hottest lodges. It has also been stated that other participants
who attended prior, lodges run by Ray have been sickened, as well.
Ray is not some spiritual guru. He is a fake and now he has sold his
soul along with others’ for g ;
$670,000. He took the little
bit of knowledge he had
been blessed with for grant-
ed and abused it, and now

just him and the 67 people
Ray should never be allowed

any sacred item again.
If one knows their history even a little, they will see that Na-

tive Americans as well as all other Indlgenous peoples have been -

in a constant struggle for their rights to keep their religious beliefs
and practices. For hundreds of years, Native Americans have fought

just to survive as a whole. The government looked for any reason

to justify the genocide of Indigenous peoples. Because of the power
of our spitituality, sacred ways and the sacnﬁces and lives of our

~ancestors and: elders, our ways still exist.

As a Native American/Breed prisoner in the federal system who
walks the Red Road to the best of my ability, I take my spirituality.
very seriously and I am truly grateful for these ways and the people
who fought for them. It wasn'’t until the late 1970s and early 1980s
that the sweat lodge teremonies were allowed inside the peniten-
tiary walls. Thankfully, with the help of the American Indian Move-
ment and the Natlve Amencan Rights Fund ‘and through the grace

contmued on page 27

The tiny sweat Iadge that contained almost-70 people
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~_in prison for unlawful posses-
: smn of;destructlve dev1ces atthe

¢

Prisoners in thcsnu;

SupportThem

" vention.

Prisoner and Legal
Updates '

oTre Arrow, Released to a half-
way house in Oregon. Was serv-
ing 6.5 years for two counts of
arson. For more mformatmn
Wisit WWW.TREARROW.ORG.

oJulien Coupat, released from

Paris, France. Was awaiting trial
on charges of sabotaging a high-
speed train line in France.
eMatt DePalma, #14126-041,
moved to FCI Fairton POB. 420

- Fairton, NJ 08320, USA. Sen-

tenced to three and a half years

“elinda Greene #1300927,
Century Regional Detention Fa-
c111ty, 11705 S Alameda Street

ing and vivisection

eJoshua Harper, has been re-
leased to a halfway house in
Washington. Was serving three
years for

more information, visit www.

 JOSHHARPER.ORG. ~

eJeffrey “Free” Luers has been
released! For more 1nformat10n

visit www. FREEFREENOW.ORG.

oP] Noordsmgel Peter Janssen
5102880, Postbus 37066, 3005

LB Rotterdam, Accused of free-

ing mink from a fur farm.
eKevin Olliff, #1300931, TTCF
161 D-Pod, 450 Bauchet St, Los
Angeles, CA 90012, USA. Being
held on chareges related to stalk-
ing and vivisection.
- -*Fran Thompson, #1090915
transferred. Her new address is-
WERDCC, POB 300, Vandalia,

MO 63382-0300, USA. Before
~ receiving a life sentence in the

early 1990s for shooting a stalker
in self-defense, Thompson was

~active in animal rights and envi-

ronmental campaigns.

Awaiting Trial or Sentencing
eMumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335,
SCI Greene, 175 Progress Dr,

Waynesburg, PA 15370, USA..

Awaiting resentencing to either

life in prison or death. Abu-Ja-

mal, a politically active journal-

ist, was framed for the murder of
_acop in 1981. For more 1nforma- %

tion, visit WWw.FREEMUMIA. ORG.

- eDean Cain, WJ4309, and
Luke Steele, WJ4308, HMP Lin-
coln, Greetwell Rd, Lincoln,
'LN2 4BD, UK. Awaiting trial on

“ three charges related to interfer-
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' charges stemiming
- from his work with SHAC. For

ing with animal research on a
rabbit farm. :

eDaniele Casalini, Casa
Circondariale, Via Burla 59,
43100-Parma PR, Italy. Await-
ing trial for allegedly using ex-
plosives to damage power lines.

Casalini is a member of Il Sil-
vestre, an ‘Italian eco-anarchist

group and frequent target of
state repression.

eFrancesco Gioia, Casa Penale,:

Via Lamaccio 1, 67039 Sulmona
(Aq), Italy. Moved to the above
address. Awaiting trial for alleg-
edly using explosives to damage

: County Jall 307 St Joseph Street,

Rap1d Clty, SD 57701, USA.

- the 1975 murder of fellow

American Indian Movement (AIM)

activist Anna Mae Pictou-Aquash.
eBryan Griffiths, XW8892,

. HMP Hewell, Hewell Lane, Red-
.ditch, B97 6QS, UK. A: hunt

monitor on remand who is falsely
accused of murdering a hunt sup-

- porter following a tragic acci- -

dent. Griffiths was monitoring a

hunt when he landed to refuel.
- A hunt supporter was hit by the-

helicopter and died. Despite this

being a clear accident, Griffiths

has been charged with murder.
eSteve James Murphy, Cen-
tral - Detention Center, 630 East
Rialto Ave., San Bernadino, CA
57701, USA. Awaiting trial on

: charges of decomm1551on1ng a
~ tractor and placing an incendi-

ary device in a housing develop-
ment construction site.
Animal Liberation

eJon Ablewhite, TB4885, and

Kerry Whitburn, TB4886, HMP

Lowdham Grange, Lowdham,
Nottingham, NG14 7DA, UK.
Serving 12 years for conspiracy
to blackmail a supplier of guinea

_ pigs for vivisection.
eDan Amos, VN7818, HMP'
Winchester, Romsey Rd,” Win-

chester, 022 5DF, UK. Amos is

_serving four years for conspiracy

to blackmail people linked to

‘Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS).

For 'more information, visit
WWW.MYSPACE.COM/SUPPORTDAN.

-eGregg Avery, TA7450, HMP .

Coldingley, Shaftesbury Road,

Bisley, Woking, Surrey, GU24
9EX, UK. Serving nine years for.
‘conspiracy to blackmail people

linked to HLS. FOr more infor-

power. hnes ‘Gioia is a member_

mation, Visit WWW.MYSPACE.COM/
SHACUKPRISONERSUPPORT.

eNatasha Avery, NR8987, HMP
Send, Ripley Road, Woking, Sur-
rey, GU23 7LJ, UK. Serving nine
years for conspiracy to blackmail
people linked to Huntingdon
Life Sciences. Visit Www.MYSPACE.
COM/SHACUKPRISONERSUPPORT.
. *Mel Broughton, TN9138,
HMP Woodhill, Tattenhoe Street,
Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK4 4DA,
UK. Serving 10 years for conspir-
acy to commit arson in connec-
tion with the campaign against
Oxford University’s = primate

lab. For more information, visit
~ WWW.MYSPACE. COM/SUPPORTMEL :
~ eJacob Conroy,

#93501-011,
FCI Terminal Island, POB 3007,
San Pedro, CA 90731, USA Serv-

Cruelty (SHAC). For more infor-
mation, visit WWw.SUPPORTJAKE.ORG.
*Donald Currie, A3660AA, HMP
Parkhurst, Clissold Rd, Newport,
Isle of Wight, POB 30 SNX, UK.
Serving an “indefinite sentence”
of at least six years—with no fixed
release date or upper limit—for

arson against targets linked to the
- vivisection industry. -

eLauren Gazzola, #93497 011
FCI Danbury, Rte 37, Danbury,
CT 06811, USA. Serving 4.5 years

for conspiracy charges stemming
from her work with SHAC. For

more information, visit www.

- SUPPORTLAUREN.COM. ; :

eGavin Medd-Hall, WV9475,
Shaftesbury
Road, Bisley, Woking, Surrey,

HMP Coldingley,

GU24 9EX, UK. Serving eight

years in connection with the
~ campaign against HLS.

eJordan Halliday, = #24836,
1225 West Valley View Highway,
Suite 100, Logan, UT 84321,
USA.: Being held in contempt for
Tesisting a grand jury investiga-
tion into Utah mink liberations.
_eSean Kirtley, WC6977, HMP
Stafford, 54 Gaol Rd,. Stafford,

T16 3AW, UK. Serving 4.5 years -

for organizing legal demonstra-
tions against Sequani, an ‘ani-

mal-testing company. For more -

information,
WORDPRESS.COM.
eKevin Kjonaas, #93502- 011 '
Unlt I, ECI Sandstone, POB
1000, Sandstone, MN 55072,
USA. Serving six years for
conspiracy charges stemming
from his work with SHAC. For
more 1nformat10n, visit www.
SUPPORTKEVIN.COM. :

ViSit  SUPPORTSEAN.

“FCI Waseca, s
tional Institution, POB 1731,

.eHeather Nicholson, VM4859,

“HMP Bronzefield, Woodthorpe

Rd, Ashford, Middlesex, TW15
3JZ, UK.. Serving 11 years for
conspiracy to blackmail people
linked to HLS. For more infor-
mation, visit Www.MYSPACE.cOM/
SHACUKPRISONERSUPPORT.

eJohn Smith, TB4887, HMP

‘Lindholme, Bawtry Road, Hat-

field Woodhouse, Doncaster,
DN7 6EE, UK. Serving 12 years
for attempting to blackmail a
farmer who supplied guinea pigs
for vivisection.

eDan Wadham, AS705AA,

-HMP Camp Hill, Newport, Isle

of Wight, PO30 SPB,UK. Serving
five years in connection with the
campaign against Huntingdon
Life Sciences.

eSarah Whitehead, VM7684,

rges stemming . HMP Bronzefield, Woodthorpe
, Wlth Stop Huntingdon Ammal

Rd, Ashford, Middlesex, TW15
3JZ, UK. Serving 15 months for
burglary charges after rescuing
an abused beagle from a danger-
ous home and nine additional
months from a prior suspended
sentence for rescuing more than
100 animals from a pet breeder
who was later prosecuted for
animal abuse. For more infor-

~mation, visit WWW.MYSPACE. COM/

SUPPORTSARAH.

Ecodefense -
eGrant Barnes, #137563, San

‘Carlos Correctional Facility, POB

3, Pueblo, CO 81002, USA. Serv-

_ing 12 yeats for the Earth Libera-

tion Front (ELF) arson of SUVs.

For more information, visit
GRANTBARNES.WORDPRESS.COM. =
eNathan “Exile” Block,

#36359-086, FCI Lompoc, 3600
Guard Rd, Lompoc, CA 93436,
USA. Serving nearly eight years
for ELF arsons at an SUV dealer-

ship and a hybrid poplar farm. -

' - eMarco Camenisch, Postfach
3143, CH-8105 - Regensdorf,
Switzerland. Serving 18 years

for using explosives to target

nuclear facility power lines
and for the alleged murder of a

Swiss-border guard. Camenisch

reads French, German, Spanish
and Italian fluently, as well as
some English.

eMarie Mason, #04672—061
Federal ' Correc-

Waseca, MN 56093, USA. Serv-
ing 21 years and 10 months for

a series of ELF actions against

genetic engineering and devel-
opment. For more information,

- Visit WWW.FREEMARIE.ORG,



\ Serving 19.5 years for con-

continued from page 25 i
of the Great Spirit, we now sweat every week. We pray hard and suf-
fer in a good way.

When People abuse these ways it gives reasons for the government
to once again question our ways and start harassing us and-our spiri-
tual beliefs. They start conjuring up rhetorical questions in regards to
the liability issues they would face if someone were to get hurt or if a
fatality were to happen in a lodge behind the walls. Ray has not only
broken the hearts and trust of many people, but he has jeopardized
all the hard work, blood, sweat, tears and sacrifice that Native Ameri-
can people have gone through to get us what we have.

Also, as an “expert” of these ways, Ray would have known that tra-
ditionally you do not mix men and women in a lodge together. If
women sweat, they have their own lodge. Even if women do sweat
with men it is forbidden for women to enter a lodge or even be around
sacred items while on their moon. For someone to be charging ap-

proximately $10,000 a head, I feel Ray would not have told women

this because it could have potentially cost him $10,000 or more.

My reasoning for writing this is not solely to chastise Ray or Paul
Michael Hamilton, owner of Angel Valley Retreat Center. Indeed,
I do write out of anger and hurt, for it breaks my heart when I see
people abuse these ways, but I also write for the sake of others who
may be seeking a spiritual path. I want people to know this tragedy
is spiritual. It wasn’t because anyone was unhealthy. Another reason
I'm writing this is because no one besides the media seems to be
talking about this and it needs to be addressed.

My message in all of this, for “motivational speaker” James Arthur
‘Ray: you have upset Creator and the spirits and in time Creator will
deal with you accordingly, that’s for sure. You cannot frivolously
play with sacred ways. Now
you and many others will
reap the consequences for
your actions. You should
have stuck with being a
motivational speaker. I pray
Creator will humble you.

Paul Mitchell Hamilton:
you are just as guilty of play-
ing with sacred ceremonies
and ceremonial structures.
You are living on sacred
land and you're making
a mockery of these Indig-
enous ways. If you don’t
know what you are doing,

with ‘the assis| ing in "‘spon-
soring of, or construction

of a sweat lodge. You should have stuck with your faux-Asian sym-
bols on your replicated tepee. At least now you know to never use

‘plastic. If you're not a firm believer in karma now, you will be, in this .

life or the next. I pray Creator humbles you as well.

To all the people seeking a higher consciousness or a spiritual
path: please, do not let this incident scare you away from what you
are searching for. The sweat lodge may very well be what your spirit
needs. I only ask that before you jump.out there and trust someone
to be your spiritual advisor, take the time to check their credentials.
Take great caution of those who claim to be an expert or profes-
sional in the realm of spirituality. Always remember, just because
someone has some fancy sounding Native American name such as
“Two Bulls” or “Four Feathers,” it doesn’t mean that they are legit.
Be very skeptical of those charging standard rates to get closer to
God. Creator doesn’t charge rates for his love. Respect our sacred

ways. This is our way of life and anyone with a good heart of love

and compassion is welcome to walk down this path.

Now, I ask anyone who reads this to take a few moments to
acknowledge and pray for these people who lost their lives, and for
those who were traumatized in all this. Pray for their loved ones,
their children, for them to understand that this was more than an

accident—it’s spiritual. Pray for our spiritual people, our Elders, our

youth, our sick, our women and our warriors. Pray for Mother Earth
and pray to Creator for forgiveness and guidance. Lastly, please pray

for the prisoners who sweat and suffer in the sweat lodge cetemo-

nies behind the walls. We may have made some mistakes in our
loves—no one is perfect. We’re all in here for a reason but we’re not
all bad people. The brothers in the Native American circles sweat

and suffer for the people, for the earth, for all relations and to’

- help better themselves. We pray
for those involved in the October
- 8 tragedy. Our hearts and prayers
go out to you and your families. I

over this and it will forever leave
scars on my heart.

Thank you for taking the time
to read this and hopefully for
your prayers. In my opinion,
~there are many lessons to be

hope people will take the time to

listen and see the message behind

this tragedy.

Much Love and Respect,
1/

Cherokee Nation/Wdlf Clan

~ personally have shed many tears

learned from all of this. I only
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continued from previous page

eEric McDavid, #16209-097,
FCI Victorville Medium I, POB
5300, Adelanto, CA 92301, USA.

cell. For more information, visit
SUPPORTMICHAEL. WORDPRESS.COM.
eBriana Waters, #36432-086,
FCI Danbury, Route 37, Dan-
“bury, CT 06811, USA. Serving
six years for the ELF arson of
the University of Washington’s
Center for Urban Horticulture.
Waters insists she was not in-
volved. For more information,

spiracy to destroy the US Forest
Service’s Institute of Forest Ge-
netics, a cell-phone tower and
power plants. For more informa-
tion, visit WwWw.SUPPORTERIC.ORG.
eDaniel -McGowan, #63794-

* chisel through cement in his jail isburg, PA 17837, USA. Serving

Ridge siege. For more informa- -

ort Political Prisoners!

lies Rd, Drawer K Dallas, PA

life in prison after being framed 18612, USA.
for the deaths of two FBI agents : -
killed during the 1975 Pine Other Political Prisoners

“eHelen Woodson, #03231-045,
tion, visit www FREEPEL’I‘IER orG.  FMC Carswell, Admin Max Unit,
' POB 27137, Ft. Worth, TX 76127,

MOVE :
The MOVE 9, members of an
eco-revolutionary  group,  were.

framed for the murder of a cop and

violating her parole by dumping
a cup of red paint over the secu-
ity apparatus of a. federal court

053, USP Marion, 'POB : 1000,
Marion, IL 62959, USA. Serving
seven years for ELF arsons at a
lumber company and a-hybrid
poplar farm. For more informa-
tion, visit WWW.SUPPORTDANIEL.ORG.

eJonathan Paul,” #07167-085,

FCI Phoenix, 37910 N 45th Ave,

Phoenix, AZ 85086, USA. Serving
4.25 years for the Animal Libera-

tion Front/ELF arson of a horse .

slaughterhouse and meat-pack-
ing plant. For more information,
Visit WWW.SUPPORTJONATHAN.ORG.

- eMichael Sykes, #696693, Han-

- dlon Correctional Facility, 1728

W Bluewater Hwy, Ionia, MI
48846, USA. Serving four to 10
years for the arson of two new-

ly constructed condominiums,
trying to chop down an 80-foot

- utility pole and attempting to

Visit WWW.SUPPORTBRIANA.ORG. .

~eJoyanna = “Sadie” Zacher,
#36360-086, FCI Dublin, Y,Ciin‘lp
Parks, Unit E, 5701 8th St, Dub-

lin, CA 94568, USA. Serving

- 'nearly eight years for ELF arsons

at an SUV dealership and a hy-
‘brid poplar farm.:

Indigenous Resistance

eByron Shane of Chubbock©
Clan, #07909051, FCI Talladega,
POB 1000, Talladega Alabama,
North America. Serving 80 years
for aggravated assault of federal
agents, escape and bank robbery.
“QOso Blanco” funneled ‘money

that he stole from banks to the
Zapatista Army of National Lib-

eration in Mexico.
eLeonard Peltler, #89637-132,

"USP Lewisburg, POB 1000, Lew-

sentenced to 30-100 years each.
For more information, visit www.

 ONAMOVE.COM.

eDebbie Slms - Africa,

#006307 Janet Holloway Af-

rica, #006308, and  Janine
Phillips Africa, #006309; SCI

- Cambridge Springs, 451 Fuller-
ton Ave, Cambndge Spnngs PA

16403, USA.
eMichael  Davis

#AM4973, and Charles Sims Af-

rica, #AM4975, SCI Graterford,

POB 244, Graterford PA 19426

USA.
sEdward Goodman Africa,

 #AM4974, SCI Mahanoy, 301
Morea Rd, Frackvﬂle, PA 17932,

USA.

OWllliam “Phillips ~ Africa,

_ #AM4984, and Delbert Orr Af-

rica, _#AM4985 SCI Dallas, Fol-

S

Africa,

and making warmngs (“threats”)
_ of weapons of mass destruction.
In 2004, Woodson completed 20
years for disarming a Minuteman

mailing warning letters with bul-
lets inside to officials, and robbing
a bank and burning the money.

Prisoner Support Groups

eEarth Liberation Prisoners.

Support Network, elp4321@
hotmail.com; WWW.SPIRITOFFREEDOM.
ORG.UK. _
eNational Jericho Moveément,
- POB 1272, New York, NY 10013,
USA; WWW. THEJERICHOMOVEMENT
“COM. ~ .
0North American Earth Libera-

_tion Prisoners Support Network, -

"naelpsn@mutualald org, www.
ECOPRISONERS.ORG. ~
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USA. Serving nearly nine years for

II missile silo with a jackhammer,



~Glad I'm Not a Tree:

By BETH R. Jacoss

Over the past decade, everywhere wrthln
fifty miles of where I live has become almost
completely deforested—roads widened;
endless developments and parcels of land
sold, stripped and just left bare. The town
has never been obstructed in its ceaseless

- destruction of marshland, where more con-
crete is laid for more condominiums and
over priced houses, driving up property
taxes and leaving the police station com-
plaining about constantly having to answer
their private alarm systems. I assume there
is some sort of kickback going on because
there is no other way of getting authori-
ties settle for higher traffic and taxes and
flooding in the streets, yards and basements
caused by this overdevelopment.

I called the county about a month ago, as
a neighbor was cutting down a young tree.

With huge flood lights in the school yard

behind us we need all the trees we can get

 or-a Coyote or a Heron

increasing exhaust fumes, and to help stop
the increasing streams of water that run by
the fence. A few houses around here have

_been destroyed due to improper drainage

from developers. The county said the ‘tree
was out of their jurisdiction—this tiny ten-
year-old was cut down to.widen a driveway.

" Oh, to be in Westchester, New York where

one can be fined for cutting down a tree.
Within a week of my complaint I got a call,
“There is a limb on a tree in your yard which
is breaking off and needs to be removed...”"—
someone called the county. A rainstorm
had knocked pieces into the road. (Several
times I ran out and removed much larger

..sections of this oldster before.) Then it

got worse—the county wanted the entire
thing gone or our homeowners’ insurance
would be notified, and we would not be
covered for it. Two experts refused to sign
papers saying they could save it. And this
past Saturday the county came and took
it. It was possibly dangerous, but with
certified arborists who also advertise tree

manual I'd been studying over the weekend.
I'd hoped to at least count the rings, but they
came at 8 a.m. I ran out the door in my paja-
mas and bare feet, hair a mess, to ask if they
could wait, but they just started right in,
and I didn’t put up a fight. It had measured
twelve feet around and about forty feet high.
There are pictures of my family near it from
my childhood, and this past weekend it was
taken. Now it will be a good ten degrees hot-
ter in the summer, and with new buildings
in the school yard (built on a marsh), I fear
our homes’ foundation will be eaten away
by rain that will have no place else to go.
The change in eminent domain laws has
made it so one can see the landscape
being destroyed daily. There have been a few
groups fighting this, but with little success.
One intersection where land was stripped
hasn’t even been sold yet. It just stands bare
of its former thicket, causing flooding as the
rain washes right over it'into the busy street.
New York has been cited as one of the most
horrible, if not the worst, abuser of eminent

to block the glare at night, to absorb the

N

removal, I wonder what could’ve
been done. )
That phone call makes me feel
so responsible and worried. The
county moved the road over in
front of my home a few years ago
on the side which the tree was rot-
ting. I assumed the roots couldn’t
spread out. All around the capital
region roads in upstate New York
more trees are rotting the same
way, on the srde facing the streets.

g-That was the final straw.
£ The morning they came for the
§ stump, I eased over the edge of the _
~ sink and knew. Some kind of puller
~was coming toward my home. It
Floodmg caused by a lack of trees.and brush that once absored the rain._Jooked just like the one in the car

domain in the country.

Another road intersecting was widened so
much it is now dangerous when rain falls.
Driving on it this past Saturday, there was
a heron I'd seen ‘across the river, and I saw
it again about twenty miles away. My heart
began to hurt—a builder, also an assem-
blyman, was bulldozing its home—oh, my.
I constantly see the homeless herons, dead
coyotes, and must, with increased frequency,
decide if water is too deep to drive through.

In an area where men wear camouflage,
in an hour have gun racks and bumper stickers of female

e = srlhouettes with deer heads, a hand painted
sign stands testament to the carnage: “There
will soon be no more open spaces.” I'm glad
I'm not a tree or heron or coyote, but ‘what
‘does this mean for me? ' '

Beth is a lifetime reszdent of Niskayuna in
Schenectady County, New York.

an'novunC_em-cnts

Anti- Olymprcs Convergence—February 10-15

Join the resistance to. the 2010 Winter Games in Vancouver,

Canada to confront the colomal and capitalist forces behind the
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COTY I ith. tho Ep en-

True Cost of Coal to your community, school or collective living
space and help the Bees fundraise to print the poster for mass dis-
tribution this spring. To learn more -about fundraising with the

‘Beehive poster and how to book a. presentatron v151t their web51te

; Eebruarv. 12 on
ing ceremonies, and the Games last through February 28. For-more
- information on how to help disrupt this multi-billion dollar-event,
contact olympicresistance@riseup.net or visit N02010. ORG.

2010 Earth First! Organizers’ Conference and Wmter
Rendezvous—February 11-15

Santa Barbara, California will be hosting the 2010 Orgamzers
Conference (OC) and the Winter Rendezvous this year. The OC is
Thursday, February 11, through Saturday, February 13. The yearly
OC brings together EFlers representing local groups and bioregions
around the country to discuss strategy, campaigns and other move-
ment issues in spokes-council style meetings. There is a vetting pro-

cess for the. Organizers Conference, so please get in contact with'

‘the OC commrttee ‘if you or a representative from. your campaign
or group is: plannmg to attend. The Winter Rendezvous will follow,
beginning on Saturday night, running through Monday, February
15, with the traditional post-Rondy action likely on Tuesday, Febru-
. ary 16. No need for advance notice for the Rondy as it is open to all.
“ Be prepared for mild- -but-rainy weather, warm campfires, great com-
pany and an absolutely spectacular time! For more details, 1nclud1ng
location, workshops, the OC agenda, a ride board and other infor-
mation visit www.20100C.or. If you have large tents, tables, extra
: camplng or other resources to contnbute contact EFmSB@gmarl com.

Help the Beehrve Design Collectlve & The True Cost of Coal
Campalgn This Spring!

A Swarm is coming! This spring the Beehive Design Collectlve, %

a non-profit, volunteer driven, political arts organization based in

eastern Maine, is touring the US with its newest graphics campaign. -

The Beehive will be presenting a giant banner reproduction of The
True Cost of Coal graphic, about 80 percent complete, to explore the
true cost of “cheap” mountaintop removal coal mining—from its
devastating local impacts, to the larger context of systems, which
both demand coal-fired electricity and suffer the results. Bring The

P

at WWW.BEEHIVECOLLECTIVE ORG

15th Annual Bay Area Anarchist Book Fair—March 13-14

Bound Together Bookstore presents two days of anarchist and alter-
native booksellers, distributors, independent presses and political
groups exhibiting materials for folks of all ages. There will also be
food, speakers, panel discussions and much more. Go to SFBOOKFAIR.
WORDPRESs.coM for specifics, or just go the San Francisco County Fair
Building in Golden Gate Park in March

New Free Literature Distro for Prisoners

East Bay Prisoner Support (EBPS) is a brand new prison abolition
group and-a member of the Anarchist Black Cross Network. They - -
serve as a resource center, providing information about Bay Area

prison abohtlon and prison support work and some information on

national and international prisoner support.
‘The Long Haul Infoshop in Berkeley, Califor-
nia hosts the EBPS prisoner support night ev-
~ery Wednesday from 7-8:30pm. Envelopes
and stamps are available for pen-pal writ-
ing and sending resource materials out’
to prisoners. To get involved, visit www.
MYSPACE.COM/EBPS oT ~ e-mail
EBPS@riseup.net.

A




our homcs and gardeus

For thc: very Dbest in organic hcrbal
products you can find all you need at~
unta nrosehcrbs com.

JUSTSEEDS

radical artists cooperative

= el

CIVIL UIBERTIES DE CENTER
www.cldc.org

" Defending and upholding civil

“liberties through education,
outreach, litigation and legal

: support and assistance since

2003.

- Fighting the Green Scare— :

every day, in the courts, press

and on the streets.

Y
1277,
A7 7257

Over 200 political prints. posters,
books, & zines, as well as a
destination to find out about
radical art and culture.

We believe in the power of
personal expression in concert
with collective action to
_transform society.

www.justseeds.org

like the Animal Enterprise Ter--
rorism Act (www.abolishthe--
aeta.org). .

-Over 170 peace, environ-
mental, human and animal
rights activists represented for
free or very low-cost.

-Know Your Rights work-
shops in English, Spanish and

. a youth version.

-Legal Observer trainings and
coordination for rallies, pro-
tests and civil disobedience.

~ We defend your righfs to také

a stand! Help your fellow ac-
tivists continue their work by
supporting the Civil Liberties
Defense Council! Donations
and monthly donor informa-
tion available online or at

541-687-9180

nging repressive laws— -

The Bee s Collectlve

is putting the finishing fouches on its newest graphi

(O8] Of (oL

YOUcanhelpusrmsethefundsmdsuppmtweneedtopnntthousandsoprmof
gralincandaccompal\ymgedvcauonalmatemls.

'B(DKUSATYUURSU'I(DL ﬂltwrmthmtportablemumls.thel}eesuse

art as a tool for popular analysis, edueation and organizing. We offer high energy,
interactive, graphic-hased picturedectures that speak to the complex struggles around
energmdresouneexh'acm”weﬂasthemaﬂ-scaleacnonswemmketo
build another world.

COLLABORATE WITH US ON OUR PRINT RUN: order bulk Posters atJUSt above cost
foryour orgamzatxon or school or prepay for your own copy hot off the press!

M(]Rf_ INF[] at: beehnvecollechve.blogspot.com
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WORK COLLEGTIVELY... —— Fasterthana S eeding
WHILE MAINTAINING YOUR SANITY! B b _Pa & Of D Ogs

Come Hell or High Water: A Handbook on ; .Y
Collective Process Gone Awry helps in- S mmmm g oY /
dividuals navigate the world of egalitar- . o ——
ian, directly democratic “groups. From o

their experiences working with egalitarian COME HELL OR HIGH WATER

and anarchist organizations, Delfina Van- - handbook oncollcieprocess goneawry » ‘ : : ‘
nucci and Richard Singer offer a street- : : “ or s es l e Ic er50com

level view of how social relationships and
power work. Lessons are learned and
hindsight is 20/20, and Come Hell or High
Water offers readers both in this little gem.

“I spent a year in the Northwoods of Wisconsin at an
outdoor school. It was not a survival school, because I
died. 1.died to my old way of thinking. I died to being
egocentric. I died to the pursuit of the civilized lifeway.
"I became alive to many other things—became alive to
the Circle. I became alive to the native lifeway. I became
alive to the connectedness of all things. I became alive
to trusting, being and the now. My heart is full. I have
much to share, more than words can say.” ‘

—~Coyote Three Feathers aka John Herron
: - (Wilderness Guide Program 2004-2005)
relationships based on trust, caring, and  AHANDBOKON OO LERIIVE COULD AYEAR IN THE WILDERNESS DO THIS FOR YOU?

solidarity—as well as a healthy respect for www.teachingdrum.org
differences. Whether playing a role in an By Delfina Vannucci and Richard Singer (715) 546-2944

anarchist organization, horizontal social or
political group, worker co-op, or trying to
incorporate egalitarian processes where Order now at akpress.org and get a
they don't already exist, Come Hell or High S dEcoubt

Water will help keep you focused on the  ak press |510.208.1700 | akpress.org
positives and help in avoiding the pitfalls. ~ 674-A 23rd Street | Oakland, CA 94612

Critical, humorous, and prophetic, this = nal

book is a must-read for those new to egali- s e basice

tarian groups as well as for the salty old

vet that thinks she’s got it all figured out.

It's a tough world out there; it's a world that COMEIENIGR Ll Gl WATER:
doesn’'t prepare us for developing social

9781849350181 | $10.00 | January 2010

SC
- The Earth First! Journal Collective is dedicated to supporting political

: ’%u RE § ETEONN %K ' prisoners, through letter writing and subscriptions to the Journal. Our aim is
= L 3 " .
& éw o ) T ) : to help those who wish to receive the Journal to be able to do so. This. is

. possible, in part, by donations from our subscribers. Thank you for your help!
~ If you apart of a prisoner support group and want to know more about how
_you can get Journals for prisoners you are in contact with or if you know of a -
__prisoner we should list on our pages, send send us an e-mail.

o e i
t the Earth First! Journdk

e a subscriber, make a
ing merchandise store!
@earthtirstjournal.org.

IC PRESS PUBLISHING ANID DISTRIB

, - Suppor
earthfirstjournal.org to Becom
donation or check out}our_expa.nc‘l
Submit your design ideds to collective

Tue EAwTH FiRsT! JOURNAL HAS JOINED TORGES ¥ -
Hunery Kwire ARTiST COLLECTIVE AND PEAGE--SUPPLIES
PRINT SHOP T0 EXPAND ON OUR DESIGNS AND DISTRIBUTION:

CHECK OUT OUR COLLABORATORS AT: WWW.HUNGRYKNIFE.COM

AND WWW.PEACESUP?LIE‘S-.ORG . ' o '

s - Every order over $40 gels "fre‘e‘ go’ocﬁes;

\ including the 20 year anniversary Edition of the Earth

First! Jogrnai. Nov-Dec will be 30 years in print and
your Support is needed (and greatly a iated!

‘ Lo keep us tightin’ for the wild andyprggrt;i(z‘:rlf; ige)

worlds’ radical environmental journall

AR

A : Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ...the radical environmental journal :
| Name = ‘ O $500 Lifetime Subscription (O $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico |
| Address____ s - O $25 Regular Rate ($22 low income) O $50 Air Mail, International - |
| Ci. State’ S s O $40 First Class ' : ~ (US $, no foreign checks) =
| o = T : : OS:‘LO_AAUOHYIDO'UVS Envelope O $20 Prisoner Spbécription : |
[ Tel. _ Country —— (O $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate . ooy
| Email , , - - $_ DONATION  Thanks for your support! |
I Mail:  Earth Fxrsf!Journal-subscrxpfxons _ Credit Card Orders circle one: Visa | MC |
: = POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 2 S e '
| Online: www.carthfirstjournal.org ‘ : — = WL : JI

.

Page 30 Earth First! Brigid 2010



ARIZONA

Anti-Lab Peace Squad

c/o Branscam and Trish Scam

PO BOX 343; Cameron, AZ 86020
Black Mesa Indigenous Support
BLACKMESAIS.ORG

Catalyst Infoshop

109 N McCormick St, Prescott, AZ 86301
info@catalystinfoshop.org
Chuk’shon EF!
chukshonef@riseup.net
WWW.CHUKSHONEF.WORDPRESS.COM
Root Force

POB 1302, Tucson, AZ 85702
info@rootforce.org

Taala Hooghan

1926 N. 4th St. #7B, Flagstaff, AZ 86004
infofosho@gmail.com
ARKANSAS

Arkansas EF!
arkansasearthfirst@gmail.com
CALIFORNIA .
*NEW CONTACT *© .

Diablo Earth First! -~

San Francisco Bay Area
diabloearthfirst@gmail.com

Free Mind Media

546 Pacific Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95402
info@freemindmedia.org

Healeth EF!

POB 720327, Reddmg, CA 96099
(530) 241-1007

Humboldt EF!

(707) 834-5170; contactefhum@gmail.com -

WWW.EFHUMBOLDT.ORG

Long Haul Infoshop

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705
(510) 540-0751; slingshot@tao.ca
North Coast EF!

- POB 4646, Arcata, CA 95518; (707) 822-1513

northcoastearthﬁrstl@yahoo com

cruzef@cruzm com
Sierra Nevada EF!
935 F St, Fresno, CA 93706
collective@sierranevadaearthfirst.org
smartMeme Strategy & 'n'aining Project

2940 16th St #201, San Francisco, CA 94103

info@smartmeme.org
COLORADO

High Country EF!
highcountryearthfirst@riseup.net
CONNECTICUT
Environmental Library Fund

25 Newtown Tpke, Weston, CT 06883
(203) 227-2065; remyc@prodlgy net
FLORIDA

Central Florida EF! -
centralfloridaearthfirst@gmail.com
Everglades EF!

»-5, %@f{;

EARTH FIRST
DIRECTORY

Find the EF! group nearest you. If you don’t see one, start one!
, group y o4 aronte

11307 Central Terrace Lake Worth, FL 33460

(561) 249-2071; evergladesearthfirst@gmail.com
GEORGIA ;
Species Traitor/Black and Green Press

POB 81303, Athens, GA 30608
primalwar@gmail.com

ILLINOIS

Chicago EF!

(773) 465-7774

INDIANA

Roadblock EF!

roadblockef@yahoo.com
sTOPI69.WORDPRESS.COM

MAINE

Maine EF!

POB 1072, Belfast, ME 04915
maineef@yahoo.com

Native Forest Network

nfnmaine@gmail.com

Penobscot Bay Watch-Gulf of Maine

POB 1871, Rockland, ME 04841
penbay@justice.com

People’s Free Space

POB 4875, Portland, ME 04112
info@peoplesfreespace.org

MARYLAND

Potomac EF!

c/o Peace Resource Center,

4 E Church St, Frederick, MD 21701
potomacearthfirst@gmail.com
MASSACHUSETTS

Mass Direct Action -
POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726
info@massdirectaction. org
MINNESOTA

Church of Deep Ecology
POB 16075, St. Paul, MN 55116 25
contact@churchofdeepecology. org
Forest Ecosystems Action Group
2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405
MISSOURI

- Confluence/Community Arts & Media Project
“"POB 63232, Saint Louis, MO 63163

confluence@lists. mdymedla org

‘MONTANA

Buffalo Field Campaign

‘POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758
' (406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies. org -

Wild Rockies EF!
odinswyrd@yahoo.com

NEBRASKA

EF! Nebraska

205 N Mears St, Chadron, NE 69337

(308) 432-3458; buffalobrucel@gmail.com
NEW YORK

Breakdown Records e
emag@graffiti.net el

‘Wetlands Activism Collective

POB 344, New York, NY 10108
actmsm@weﬂands preserve or1g

-WISCONSIN

NORTH CAROLINA

Croatan EF! -

2419 Mayview St, Ralelgh NC 27607
croatanearthfirst@gmail. com .
Kattiah EF!

POB 1485; Asheville, NC 28802

-Rising Tide Asheville
: ashewllensmgude@gmall com

OHIO

HokHokken EF
info@easternforestdefense. org
OREGON

Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project
27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830
Cascadia EF!-Eugene

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440
cascadiaef@gmail.com

Cascadia EF!-Portland

POB 11662, Portland, OR 97217
cascadia_ef@riseup.net

Green Anarchy :

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440.

‘Rising Tide North America

POB 11664, Portland, OR 97211
(202) 657-6772;
WWW.RISINGTIDENORTHAMERICA.ORG
collective@greenanarchy.org
TENNESSEE

Three Rivers EF!.

POB 20363, Knoxvﬂle, TN 37920
annebonnyhves@yahoo com

Rlce, Beans & Revoluﬁon
402 N. Mam, McAllen, TX 78501

8790 W 25800 N, Portage, UT 84331
(435) 866-2137 ;

-~ VERMONT
: ‘Green. Mountain EF!

greenmtearthﬁrst@yahoo com '

Save the Corporations From Themselves S

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301
(802) 254-4847; corpsave@sover net
VIRGINIA - 3
Blue Ridge EF! S
bluendgeef@yahoo com

WASHINGTON

~ Eyergreen State College. ;
- Environmental Resource Center

2700 Evergreen Pkwy NW, Cab 320
Olympia, WA 98505
(360) 867-6784

Madison EF! Infoshop e ey o

---1019 Williamson St #B, Madxson, WI 53703 2
2 (608) 262-9036 >
WYOMING

Teewinot EF!
POB 1329; Jackson, WY 83001 -

= 2007@groenfront.nl; WWW. GROENFRONT NG
~% NIGERIA
e Environmental Rescue Intematxonal '

33“0,- Australia

Leeds EF! = : :
Box GPD, The Commonplace, -25 Wharf Streetf'
Leeds LSZ 7EQ,1 eds@ arthfirst rg.uk -

F‘ Belgium Support Group =
belgmmzoos@groenfront be
“GroenFront! Belgium
- 2007@groenfront.be;

W WWW;GROENFRONT
~CANADA
 Elaho EF!

! earth_ﬁrst@resxst ca
“OttawaEFl -
: ottawaearthﬁrst@resxst ca

’GERMANY

Kratka.26 100 00 Prague 10 Czech Repub c
420 274-810-849 mfo@carbusters org <,

Some of the benefits of being listed in the EF! Directory include: exposure for local and regional
Ccampaigns; merchandise discounts; and bulk copies of the Journal for the price of posta e For more

1nformat10n, contact the EF! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702;

(520) 20-690
collectlve@earthﬁrst]ournal org.

o 7 . st 3 Y R S e R ; Swaes
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