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fakiK Ittothe frees in Sattta Cruz 
BY LRDP REsiSTANCE 

· Iri. the early hours of November 7, people be
gan hoisting climb lines and wooden platforms 
into three clusters of redwood trees at the Uni
versity of California-Santa Cruz (UCSC) . The 
trees and ap aqjoining parking lot are slated to 
become the site pf UCSC's new Biomedical Sci
ences Facility-the first project of the 2005 Long 
Range Development Plan (LRDP), which would 
replace 120 acres of forested land with student 
housing, recreational facilities, roads and a re
search lab. 

raised, sat in a redwood tree in only his climb
ing harness. Meanw~ile, elsewhere on campus, 
a planned rally in opposition to the LRDP was 
well under way. Hundreds of students listened to 
speakers elucidating the numerous prob

the crowd pushed the police line back and sur
rounded one of the clusters of trees. Cheers went 
out as food and water were lifted into the trees. 

By 11 a.m., one person had been arrested, and 
three people were in redwood trees surrounded 
by the UCSC police, who had blocked off the 
entire area and confiscated anything le_ft in 

· the parking lot. The treesitters had been with
out food and water all night. One sitter, whose 
platform had been confiscated before it c.ould be 

lems with UCSC's expansion plans. · 
In a burst of energy, the rally morphed 

into a march to deliver supplies to the 
treesitters. Hundreds of supporters ar
rived at the treesit on Science Hill, armed 
with food and water. The first group of 
people to break police lines were tack
led to the ground and arrested, but the 
crowd was not deterred. As they faced the 
police, they were met with pepper spray 
and batons. Regardless, they continued 
to move closer to the trees, reaching over 
the police to put food and water on the 

_line dropped by a treesitter; while still 
under police attack. In a burst of success, 

continued on page 18 

State Repression in·Aotearoa/New Zealand 
BY AsHER 

In a wave of massive state re
pression, more than 300 paramili
tary police carried out dawn raids 
on houses across Aotearoa/New 
Zealand and made 16 arrests on 
October 15. Search warrants were 
carried out in AucklandJ Whaka
tane; Ruatoki, Hamilton, Palm
erston North, Wellington and 
other centers on the North 
Island, and in Christchurch 
on the South Island. The war
rants stated that the police 
were searching for ·evidence 
for charges under the Arms Act 
and the Terrorism Suppression· 

• Act (TSA), making this the first 
time that the TSA has been in
voked in a search wana11t. 

All of those arrested initially 
receiyed multiple charges un
der the Arms Act. Police said 
they would consider filing fur
ther charges, including some 
under the TSA, for which per
mission was ne~ded from the 
Solicitor-General. In the days 
following the initial arrests, many 
people around the country were · 
questioned by police, and more 
properties were searched. The ar
restees have been active in the Tino 
Rangat.iratanga (loosely translates 
as "Maori Self-Determination"), 
anarchist, peace : and environmen
tal movements. 

The raids were the culmin;ltion 
of 18 months of surveillance, in
cluding the bugging of telephone 
lines, cell phones and vehicles. 

The police alleged that the 16 had 
been involved in "terrorist training 
camps" in the mountainous Ure
wera region in the northeast of the 
North Island-in th_e area known 
as Tuhoe country, named after the 
Maori iwi (tribe) that lives there. 
The police have suggested that 
some or all of the arrestees were 

planning a bombing campaign 
and other attacks designed to ad
vance the cause of independence 
for Tuhoe country from the New . 
Zealand government. 

Prominent Tuhoe acQ.vist Tame Iti 
was the first arrested, at his home at 
4 a.m. At 6 a.m., raids were carried 
out at A Space Inside, .an anarchist so
cial center in Auckland, and the 128 
Community House in Wellington. 
In Tuhoe country, the towns ·of Rua
toki and Taneatua were blockaded by 

armed police for several hours. All cars 
leaving and entering were searched 
and their occupants photographed. 
In addition, many houses and people 
were searched and questioned. 

In the first month, all 16 arrestees 
· were steadily moved from prisons 
around the country to two Auck
land prisons, to make prosecutions 

more convenient for the police. This 
meant moving them away from their 
whanau (families), friends and sup
port networks. Four prisoners were 
granted bail in the two weeks follow
ing the raids. On November 1-2, all 
16 arrestees were to be heard in one 
cburt for the first time, in Auckland. 
Just prior to the hearings, the police 
flililOunced they would apply to the 
Solicitor-General to file terrorism 
charges against 12 of the 16 arrestees. 
During the two days of hearings, two 

more prisoners were granted bail, 
leaving just 10 of the 16 in prison 
(two women and eight men). 

On November 8, Solicitor-General 
David Collins announced he would 
not permit the TSA charges, due to 
insufficient evidence. The next day, 
six arrestees were granted bail due to 
the change in circumstances. Three 

days later, the last of the arrest
ees were released. Following the 
Solicitor-General's decision, the 
police leaked cherry-picked sup
pressed evidence from their sur
veillance to the corporate media, 
in an attempt to influence pub
lic opinion against the arrestees 

~ an_d further inhibit !illY chance 
g of them receiving unbiased juo 
~ rors when the Arms Acf charges 
~ eventually go to trial. 
~ While all 16 are now out on 
~bail, they still face mul~iple 

charges and potential prison 
sentences under the Arms Act. 
Their trials could ·still be years 
away, with tens of thousands of 
pages of evidence to be exam
ined. In the meantime, many 

have non-association orders pre
venting them from interacting in 
any way with some of their clos
est friends, while others have strict 
curfews arid have to report to the 
police multiple times each week. 
Some of the prisoners had virtually 
everything they own confiscated 
during· the raids, some lost their 
homes, ..and the emotional and fi
nancial i_mpacts on their families 
have been immense. 

continued on page 8 
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The Radical Environmental Journal 

Tran.nies Are Taking 
"Trannies" have killed Earth First!. 

Haven't you heard? 
According to Michael Donnelly's 

article, "Green Sabotage as 'Terror
ism,"' which appeared in Counter
Punch in May, Earth First! "has for 
all practical purposes been finished · 
off." And what, Dr. Donnelly, ~was 
the cause of death? Why, it was the 
fact that the Journal "is now more 
concerned with the issues of trans
sexuals [sic] than any eco-issue." 

Donnelly is not alone in making 
this false claim. SFBs, comments on 
the Journal's website, bluster at gath
erings and whispered asides have 
made it clear that a good number 
of current and former EF!ers think 
that transgender folks-and more 
generally, feminists, their allies and 
anyone concerned with issues of 
oppression---'are killing the move
ment. I strongly disagree. 

There is nothing wrong with tak
ing practical steps to acknowledge 
the fact that trans individuals are 
present within Earth First!; to en
sure that they have the space they 
need to learn, teach, participate 
and take action with safety and 
dignity; and to establis.O. the Jour
nal as a place for promoting trans 

FEATURES 

awareness as it pertain~ to effective 
EF! organizing. 

These are relatively simple goals, 
and they were all stated in "Trannies 
Are Taking Over" (see EF!J January
February 2007). That article-which 
comprised a mere four percent of the 
issue in question-is what so many 
people are complaining about. And 
yet, I've gotten the distinct sense that 
few of its critics got past its plainly 
ironic title. The point of that article 
was simply this: EF! has a long way to 

go before trans EF!ers will feel 
comfortable, understood, · 
and (most importantly) safe working 
and organizing in EF! circles. 

1 TAKIN1 IT TO THE TREES IN SANTA CRUZ 
DEFENDING Rwwooos IN CENrRAL CAUFORNIA 

1 STATE REPRESSION IN AoTEARoA/NEw ZEALAND 
3 ONE-YEAR MILESTONE FOR TREESIT IN 

BERXELEY OAKS . 

6 KEEPING THE HEAT ON WALL STREET 
DAYS OF AcnoN AGAINST CoAL's FINANCIAL BA\=KERS 

7 STUDENTS LocK DoWN AT DUKE ENER.GY 

7 No WAR No WARMING 
PoLAR BEARS TAKE AcnoN oN CAPITOL HILL 

8 GREENPEACE REGAINS ITS TEETH 

9 CRASH THE CONVENTIONS 
A CALL FoR AcnoN AGAINST THE DNC AND RNC 

10 REsiSTANCE TO On AND GAS IN 
CoLoRADO's SAN Lms VALLEY 

11 EvoLVING EF! II 
WHAT'S NEXT FOR THE RADICAL ENVIRONMENTAL MoVEMENT?. 

• 12 REsiSTANCE AGAINST THE WALL 
A REPoRT FROM THE No BoRDERS CAMP 

13 No BoRDERS! EARTH FmST! THRows DoWN! 

pressive 
to be --•.4----
projPrT~--'"''T 

there's a "ffl,'U'Ll~ ... ,~, 
gender it's . because trans 
folks areuying\ to hijack the move
ment and turri}t_into Gender First!. 
It's because the lack of transgender 
awateness, the persistence of patri
archy and heterosexism, the inap
propriate questions and the creepy 
stares ma}\e participating in EF! and 

' taking dire~t action for the Earth so 
·m li.ar9er for trans activists than 

.,u,~.,.-~·-..,be. 
as soon as those with 

white and/or male privi
............... 5 myself) start really 

like allies--or at least ex
an honest commitment to 

on our oppressive behavior
we can all get back to work 

the planet. 
Sound good? 

-JosH 

--

Washington, pc 

15 ANn-MoVN'TAINTOP REMovAL ACTIVIST IN DANGER 

15 BULGARIAN FoREST DEFENDERS THREATENED SECTIONS 
16 EVERGLADES UPRISING 2008 

EARTH FIRST! ORGANIZERS' CoNFERENCE & WINTER RENouvous 
17 FossiL Fun oR NuCLEAR? NEITHER! 
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THE US PLAN FOR HEMISPHERIC DoMINATION 

24 AN INmRVIEW WITH DANIEL McGowAN, PART Two 

26 A CLOSER LooK AT THE GREEN ScARE 
27 SHAC RoLLS ONwARD 
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29 IN MEMORY OF MONICA STOKELY 
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BY KP 

Who would have thought? A 
multitree treesit in one of the big
gest urban areas in the country
the Berkeley-Oakland-San Francisco 
megalopolis-just celebrated its one
year anniversary! 

It_ was hard to see this far ahead 
when Native American activist 
Zachary Running Wolf, University 
of California-Berkeley (UCB) student 
Aaron Diek and new forest activist 
Jess Walsh hoisted themselves, in the 
dark of night, up into the branches 
of gnarly oak trees in a grove that 
includes nearly 40 old specimens 
of coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia), 
a towering redwood and cedars (see 
EF!J March-April 2007). They aimed 
to protect the trees from UCB, which 
plans to level the grove-which stu
dents, faculty and the public have 
used for decades as a respite from the 
urban chaos below- for a high-tech 
sports facility. The three activists 
climbed to their perches' to make the 
point th at; ·beyqnd inappropriate
ness, it is actually illegal to cut ma
ture coast live oaks in Berkeley and, 
further, that people care enough 
about these trees to take direct ac
tiqn. But who thought we would 
find the support to maintain the ac
tjon for a year and counting? 

What began as a passim1ate act 
9f daring has morphed into a na
tionally covered campaign, encom
.passing a conglomeration of issues, 
widely supported in the community, 
punctuated by more than 150 ar
rests and citations, and generating 
enough legal action to keep a couple 
dozen attorneys busy. The ecologi
cal underpinnings remain a primary 
rallying point and strong argument. 
The grove is a crucial link in the ur
ban/wildlands interface, providin g a 
wildlife corridor that connects pieces 
.ohhe vast regional parkland in the 
Berkeley-Oakland hills above the UCB 
campus. The arboreal platforms also 
caused many curious visitors-dog · 
walkers, football fans, baby-carriage 
pushers, classes of third graders, inter
national tourists-to look upward as 
they entered the giove. This is a per
spective not native to city-dwelling, 

_appointment-hopping, fast-moving 
Homo sapiens. But oh, what a perspec
tive it can be, as the abundant birds 
cruise in for a landing and squirrels 
lob acorns at heads below. Breathe 
deeply .... There's a whole other world 
up there. 

Additionally, this campaign has 
brought both treesitters and observ
ers alike to an understanding of sa
cred space and its meaning in our 
liv~s and evolution. Thanks primarily 
to Running Wolf, the indigenous ar
chaeological aspects of the campaign 

A student activist walks past others from the Free Speech Free Trees Student Coalition as they climb the fence into the oak grove. 

have been aggressively pursued. Early •On February 20, 2007, Native 
on, someone from the UBC Depart- American leaders from around the 
ment of Archaeology covertly deliv- area joined Running Wolf in a cer
ered a 1925 document .to Running emony and press conference, calling 
Wolf, verifying that bones had been attention to the fact that UCB's plans 
discovered during construction of the would desecrate a native burial site. 
adjacent football staaium. Back then, •On a chilly March morning, 78 
we didn't have the National Environ- people removed their clothes and 
mental Protection Act and the Cali- lay on the ground for a photo shoot 
fornia Environmental Quality Act, by famed photographer Jack Ges
which require Environmental Impact cheit. He did another photo shoot 
Reports to take native burial sites into the following Nov~mber, as naked 
consideration during any new con- hands and toes gripped the newly 
struction. But besides the nuts and erected chain-link fence. 
bolts of getting the university to ad- •UCB police harassment of the 
dress these issues, there has evolved treesit escalated in the Spring, with 
a mindset-among the sitters, the many early morning raids; confisca
multiethnic student body, the main- tions of support gear, literature and 
stream Sierra Club types and every~ personal belongings; and citations 

. one else involved-that sacred sites and arrests. This lasted until the 
are essential to our well-being and end of August, when crews moved 
mu~t b~ protected with a reverence . in to_ construct a perimeter chain
and ferociousness that has given this link fence that was meant to cripple 
campaign tremen- all resupplies of the 
dous strength. This sitters' provisions. 
is how we evolve as After an arrest for a 
human beings. food and water de-

During the many livery, and a rash of 
months that it took negative publicity · 
three lawsuits (one for the university, 
was even filed by supply; runs were 
the city of Berkeley!) resumed. 
challengingtheuni- • In September, 
versity's · planning unable to suppress 
documents to come the treesit through 
to court, many ere- · arrests, harassment 
ative' actions kept and -supply block-
the campaign vi- ades, UCB filed a 
brant, growing and civil lawsuit (es-
strong. The -law- sentially a SLAPP 
suits finally came suit) against the 
to court in Septem- treesitters and sup-
ber, culminatin g in A banner in the Berkeley oaks porters, claiming it 
a three-week trial · had the power to 
during which the judge visited the arrest even someone standing on 
grove. However, as we honor the the sidewalk hooting a warning of 
treesitters and intrepid ground sup- approaching police. · 
port on this one-year milestone, we • Immediately after the filing of 
are still waiting for the decision from this lawsuit, around 40 UCB stu
Judge Barbara Miller as to whether dents in yellow T-sh irts emblazoned 
UCB will be sent back to the draw- with "Free Spee·ch/Free Trees" joined 
ing board. with leaders of the 1964 Free Speech 

Here are some highlights from Movement to protest the fencing-in 
the past year of what is probably of the protest site. Students scaled 
the longest-running and most ac- the fence en masse, delivering food 
cessible urban treesit ever: and water t9 the treesitters, result-

• In J~nuary 2007, legendary ing in 21 arrests. This also took the 
conservationist and Save the Bay wind out of UCB's argument that it 
founder Sylvia McLaughlin (age is outsiders, rather than students, in 
90), City Councilwoman Betty Olds the grove. 
(age 86) and former Mayor Shirley •In early November, as students be
Dean (age 71) ascended to a special gan a treesit protest in the redwoods 
platform to hold a press conference of UC-Santa Cruz, work crews in 
calling on the university to look at Berkeley arrived with heavy equip
other sites for its project. ment to construct a bigger, taller, 

•In February 2007, more than 80 lo- meaner fence around a much larger 
cal residents-including grandmoth- perimeter, topped with three· strands 
ers, a family of four, students and of~arbed wire. Nighttime harassment 
tenured professors-participated in a was stepped up, with bright stadium 
"24-ho~ community treesit," trying lights powered by noisy generators. 
out hourlong stints on a platform in Security guards also began filming 
the oak'branches. the grove around the clock. · 

•As police selectively but broadly 
enforced the injunction against 
those "acting in concert" with the 
sitters-arresting people providing 
water, food and blankets to protest
ers-community voices were raised. 
In mid-November, about 45 treesit 
supporters-including many from 
the Native American community
turned out for a nighttime prayer 
vigil. Riot police moved in with ba
tons, violently arresting four people 
while someone surreptitiously cut 
the fence in several places. This 
police action was quickly followed 
by more arrests of people walking 
away from the grove, students leav
ing blankets on a table and people 
supposedly caught on videotape 
talking to treesitters . 

• As a response to the increased 
police action and the need for 
food and water, a Thanksgiving ac
tion by Berkeley Grandmothers for 
the Oaks delivered pies and other 
supplies to fenced-in tr~esitters. 

A tight circle of bodies prevented 
singling out as-a treesitter, perched 
on a branch above the sidewalk, 
dropped a rope into the center of 
the circle ahd hoisted up supplies. 
Arrests were threatened but did not 
rna terialize. 

•A similar food and water delivery . 
was made at the one-year birthday 
celebration on December 2, with 
an even larger circle hiding those 
clipping the food bags to the sitter's 
carabiner. Earlier in the day, six at
torneys from the National Lawyers 
Guild-including famed attorneys 
Tony Serra and Dennis Cunning
ham- held a press conference in 
front of rhe grove, lambasting t he 
university for tram pling on protest
ers' civif righ ts, as arrests and cita
tions topped the 150 mark. 

Wherever we go from here, it 
is clear that the campaign has 
brought together a diverse group of 
people who might not have other
wise collided on the political fron t . 
It has radicalized students, and it 
has opened people's eyes and hearts 
to the concept of sacred sites and 
the sanctity of the lives of our fel
low species. Even visiting football 
teams and their fans have been 
intrigued and perhaps inspired as 
they trooped past the arboreal vil
lage on their way to the UCB Bears' 
stadium up the hill, realizing that 
we don't have to make choices be
tween sports facilities and trees, be- . 
cause, as the giant banner hung for 
the "big game" crowd proclaimed, 
"Bears Love Trees." 

For more information, contact 
info@saveoaks.com; www.saveoaks. 
com. 

kp is an unapologetic treehugger who 
walks around with bark on her face. 
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Dear SFB, 
I thoroughly enjoyed the 

Mabon issue of the EF! Journal 
(see EF!J September-October 
2007). My favori te article was 
"Fun With Cats," by Hayduke. 
lt was good to see that Earth 
First! has not lost touch with 
its warrior roots. 

I also very much enjoyed 
reading "What Goes Around 
Comes Around: Day of Action 
Against I-69 After the 2007 
EF! Rendezvous." Although I 
can appreciate a day of action 
based on a marching protest 
and disruption of section of
fices, I hope to soon read an 
article about "A Night of Ac
tion Agai.p.st 1-69," utilizing 
Hayduke's methods. 

After enough of these, 1-69 
should be no more (hopefully, 
before it ever really was). 

Yours always, 
• -TUMBLEWEED 

Dear EF!, 
I've been a member of EF! 

for the past 20-odd years 
and was in Rainbow Summer 
1990-1991. I love EF! 

I'm concerned, however, 
about the recent trend to
ward feminist editors, etc. I 
believe that EF! should focus 
on biodiversity, not feminism. 
Exclude men (which you'll 
do), and you lose strength 
and eventually lose out on 
great opportunities to help 
biodiversity. 

A shame. 
Change your mind, and 

I'll send more money. Until 
then, I'll give it to other na
ture groups. 

-ANoNYMous 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 
Although I am a prisoner, 

I paid $20 for a subscription 
13 months ago .... I love our 
Earth Mother. I am biocentric. 
I.am even a dedicated primi
tivist. Yet sadly, I don't enjoy 
90 percent of your zine. 

I'm far from hateful (I'm an 
ex-Anti-Racist Action [ARA] 
member), but if I wanted 
social activist topics of gay-, 
trans- and race-based oppres
sion, I'd have remained ARA, 
support Anarchist Black Cross 
or subscribe to the liberal, 
mindless zines .. .. 

You could take some les
sons from Green Anarchy or 
Species Traitor editors. 

Remove my name from 
your mailing list. 

For the grandchildren's 
Earth, 

-STEVEN "ENVIRo" ANDREws 

Dear Sir, . 
I have just reread ·your pa

per,· Earth First! No Compromise 
in Defense of Mother Earth, sec
ond line "Human Activities," 
sixth paragraph "Earth must 
come first." 

Why don't you advocate a 
human reduction? Maybe six 
billion to.two bi.llion? 

Thanks, 
-ANGUS AsHDOWN 

Page 4 Earth First! Brigid 2008 

Dear Folks at EF!J, . 
I thought I would write you 

and tell you why I am not go
ing to renew my subscription 
after all th ese years. 

I wrote you a while ago 
an d told you that your new 
large tabloid newspaper for
mat was poor, as it made ar
chiving EF!f very h ard and 
made it 'hard to pass EF!J on 
to others, as opposed to the 
magazine format. 

OK, you did not write me 
back. Your record with me for 
responses over the many times 
I have written is zero. National 
Geographic did not reply to me 
either when I wrote them and 
complained at their shift from 
recycled paper to environ
mentally harmful clear plastic 
mailing envelopes. 

It is your newspaper, and 
you can publish it in any 
format you want, but what 
really got my hackles up was 
when you found it necessary 
to print testimonials to your 
new format in your renewal 
notices. That, my friends, 
was pure arrogance, and it 
was just too much for me. 
I shall save some trees and 
landfill space and not sub
scribe anymore, and give the 
money to a local wildlife re
habilitation center. 

The Internet will furnish 
me with the same informa
tion until the global corpo
rations and neofascists take 
it over. Then maybe, I will 
subscribe again if the EF!J is 
still around. 

Peace, 
-ELLEN 

Dear SFB, 
Alaska just passed a Jaw 

that says, "Beginning in the 
year 2010, no emissions test 
will be necessary for a motor 
vehicle." I think that Maine 
passed this law also. What 
happened to the Kyoto Pro
tocol? This sparked off a few 
thoughts for me. 

First of all, what are the au
tomakers going to do? Now, 
they are released from their 
emission~ restrictions. They 
will probably save money by 
designing less restri<:tive ex
haust systems. After all, even 
a small piece of platinum (cat
alytic converter) is an expen
sive _item. On the other hand, 
since fuel is more costly, fewer 
people will be able to oper
ate vehicles, so the emissions 
thing might even out .... 

Did you know they are 
corning out with a new cell 
phone that has a shaver in it 
(RAZR)? My company has a 
great product. It's called the 
"Porta-Snitch:" Uses the lat
est cell phone technology! 
The Porta-Snitch is for you! 
Sneak behind the nearest ob
stacle and call the Big Guy! 
Report all eco-activity so they 
can stamp it out.... "Before 
It's Too Late!" 

Also, there is the following 
theory: For exaiJlple, mycelia 

are the fungi that live under- 2007). Thank you for helping 
ground a few inches. When him put the piece together. 
they are covered up by cow I have been struggling with 
pies or Autumn leaves, they the way both the corporate 
send up mush room s to prop- media and activists have been 
agate the species with spores. porhaying Bill. I have never 
So, the theory is: When a spe- had someone so close to me 

· cies is threatened with extinc- pass over, so this whole ex
tion , the fi rst thing it does is perience has been confusing 
reproduce. and challenging. To add to 

This seems not to make the confusion is ·the fact that 
complete sense at first. After I only knew Bill the last three 

of our fallacies and humiliate 
and belittle our m ovement . 
Criminalizing Bill 's character 
through the courts only acts 
to feed the Goliath. 

Thank you for hearing 
these thoughts. Bill was one 
of the most inspiring people 
I have known-may h is spirit 
be wild and free! 

-KATIE NELSON 

all, some species might just years of his life. I can't tes- Dear Shit fer Brains, 
think, "Ah, hell, we don 't tify to Bill's ch aracter in his Can someone please ex
want to live here any Ion- younger years. I didn't know plain why, at this point, 
ger anyWay, so goodbye." him then. My respect and when it is well-known wh o 
But think about movies and honor for Bill as I knew him, cooperated in the Operation 
about war. What happens though, will never change, Backfire case in Oregon, 
when the soldier or movie no matter what authorities resi~t . ca still hosts Darren 

· star has a narrow escape? The claim of him. Thurston 's support site and 
first thing they want is sex! We are all human. We are mutualaid.org hosts Chel-

And now, think about the changing, and perhaps we sea Ger.lach's? What kind of 
piston engine, the engine that would make different choices message does this send to 
has started the whole global if we could do it all over again. the people who didn't co
warming thing ... . Do you see So, here we are, Autumn 2007. operate, to the families and 
a connection between the fear Can you think back to 10-12 communities of those pea
of death and a piston? There years ago? What were you do- pie and to our movement? 
it is! .Henry Ford in his garage ,.. ing then? Are you ashamed of These two defendants don't 
creating a piston that moves any choices you made? Were even bother denying their 
up and down and explodes at others ever justly or unjustly snitching anymore, and co
th~ top! ashamed of you? Would you pious court reports and legal 

So why are the automakers put . yourself on trial today documents have been made 
touting their body designs as for any of those things? I available making the issue 
"sexy"? And why, "the more hope you wouldn't. I hope clear as day. · 
pistons the better"? you would honor who. you Resist.ca arid mutualaid.org 

So fear is a potent weapon. are now, and all the beautiful are quick to point out how 
And, it induces the desire to things you have done to Jearn strapped they are for funds 
reproduce. This is why some and gro,w as a human being. and how shoestring their 
people use fear "to get what As part of this radical com- budgets and networks are. 
they want, which is some munity, I think most of us Why would they spend these 
perverse jolly pleasure that I agree that the justice sys- - limited resources on people 
don't understand. Yes, I am tern sucks. The last thin:g l whose cooperation sealed the 
afraid of the police, not be- wan,_t is to have-some judge·:: fate of their former allies? If 
cause of pain or of imprison- or "fBI prosecutor deeming · you think this is as disgust
ment, but because they upset me a crimin,_al for my beliefs. ing as Ldo, le,t them know. If 
my balance and take away my Whenever we can, we try to their response is denial or si
freedom. And let us not think solve our issues without po- lence (that's been the case so . 
that they are some pure saints! lice involvement. When a far), pull your website, cancel 
They do the same thing we tragedy like the Green Scare your email and stop using 
do, but they spend all their takes place, should we not tech collectives that support 
time practicing subtlety so continue to stick to these this behavior. 
they don't "get caught." practices? In Bill ·Rodgers' Sincerely, 

Me, I prefer my indepen- case, some folks have chosen 
dence in spades-to be ob- to bring up issues in court 
vious, right up trent about that they never would have 
it. Today, I will ride my bi- involved the police in before, 
cycle in the snow instead of issues that occurred many 
taking the bus. Yes, motors years ago. 
are handy and necessary What concerns me even 
for some tasks, but they are more is that the claims of 
causing massive problems. Chelsea Gerlach and others 
And why? Because probably of Bill's character are only 
90 percent of humanity sees one side of the coin, only one 
them as something "maiic," perspective, yet many who 
or a weapon, or a means to knew Bill well see it differ
make others' lives miserable, ently. I find it very disheart
or as an artificial sex toy. ening that such talk is merely 

But, we might as well burn being used by defendants to 
up all the fuel and use up all reduce their own jail time. 
the motors, because then we This, at the sake of ruining a 
will have learned to do with- "friend's" legacy. 
out them." In 20 years, maybe Bill Rodgers is not here to 
they will have a course in speak for himself. He cannot 
igloo-building taught at the dispute claims; he can't ex
university, because Home De- plain the world through his 
pot won't be able to deliver eyes. He lives on in our mem-
lumber anymore! ories the way we choose to 

Love, remember. If you .knew him, 
-JoHNNY I ask you to remember what 

ANcHORAGE, ALAsKA Bill gave to you, and to hold 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 
I can't tell you how appre

dative I am that Daniel Mc
Gowan is writing an article 
about Bill Rodgers (Avalon) 
(see EF!J November-December 

that gift and live it! We must 
be aware of how we speak 
of the dead. We have to be 
especially careful as radical 
activists, because the govern
ment and corporate media 
want to over-exaggerate any 

-A. Nom 

Dear SFB, 
I feel the need to chime in 

on the prison debate, as my 
experience has been fairly 
different from Peter's and 
Jeff's-but I think that's the 
point (see EF!J May-June and 
July-August 2007). A lot of 
factors will determine how 
your incarceration plays out: 
classification and security 
level, region of the country, 
state or federal, and simply 
the kind of person you are. 

I agree with Peter-there 
is a world of difference be-
tween a maximum-security 
state yard and a low, medium 
or even a US Penitentiary in 
the federal prison system. But 
despite that Peter and l ·were 
both in mediums in the same 
complex, a· stone's throw 
away, our experiences sound 
drastically different. There's a 
lot more than a "long walk to 
the salad bar." (In fact, it's a 
walk here not worth taking
brown. iceberg lettuce with 
the occasional shredded car~ 
rot.) In the past 11 months, 
we've had ,two race-fueled 
riots, multiple stabbings and 
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cuttings, and almost weekly 
fights and beatings. There's 
racial .and gang politics, racial 
segregation and worst of all, 
eggs in the veggie burgers. 

But after figuring out how 
to properly navigate it all, 
it's completely doable. Most 
of us, as activists, exist in a 
"liberal" world with integra
tion, understanding, sensi
tivity and libera~ed langi.tage. 
That world rarely exists here. 
There's not much you can 

· do to prepare yourself for 
that, but what J do suggest 
is writing political prisoners 
and asking questions. They 
might not all be able to be 
answered, but writing prison
ers such as Peter was a huge 
help for me. 

The bottom line is: Prison 
sucks. But if you have the 
courage, smarts and strength 
to take action on the streets, 
those same qualities will carry 
you safely through your time, 
with no problems. We're all 
going to have different exp!!
ril:~nces arid do different time, 
but .a life of inactivity based 
on fear isn't life at all. · 

-JAKE CoNRoY 

\ 

feel that the behavior of these 
older EF!ers that evidently 
refuse to go to future gath
erings and the younger crust
ies is not that different; the 
main differences seem to be 
based around the cultural di
vide between younger punks 
and older, hippie-leaning 
activists. EF! will never com
pletely unite the d-beat and 
deadhead crowds. With that 
in mind, it helps for all of us · 
to have open minds when 
working or playing with one 
another. 

Also, I think tne senti
ment that new faces need 
to coqform to some sort of 
EF! norm is not helpful. Of 
course, EF! is based around 
biodiversity, direct action 
and an absence of hierar
chy, but the autonomy of EF! 
groups and people is some~ 

thing to be cherished! ' 
A large riumber of those 

actually in the forests, bar
ricades and trees-its since 
the mid-'90s have been 
"anarcho: hobos." At the 
2007 RRR, attendees were 
mostly neither crusties nor 
older folks. EF! evolves. It 
is who shows up and does 

Dear SFB, actions at least as much as 
I'm writing in response who came before. Many 

to the article "There Are campaigns have been en
No Safe Spaces on a Dead ergized and maintained by 
Planet" ' (see EF!f Novem- punks, and as long as punks 
ber-December 2007). I was _ travel _ places activists are 
reading it, agreeing .with . .needed, many campaigns 
some things, disagreeing will continue to be carried 
with others, feeling it was a by punks. 
mostly worthwhile article, Let's start valuing all pea
when I saw the i:ant against pie who throw down for the 
"transient urban anarcho- Earth first! 
punks. " Up da punx! 

Too often in Earth First! 
circies, I've heard (typically 
older) people lament about 
ho_w crushes are ruining ev
erything. Sometimes, it's be
cause this International Crust 
Conspiracy is said to commit 
the sin of skipping workshops 
at the Round River Rendez
vous (RRR). Sometimes, crust
ies are wndemned for (gasp!) 
drinking alcohol. 

At each RRR I've been to, 
most people focus on net
working, having a gopd. time 
with old friends, meeting new 
ones and honing skills f<;>r use · 
in EF! campaigns (usually, in 
that order). In this respect, I 

-DONNY 

Dear Chimp Shit for Brains, 
In his letter last issue, Lynn 

Jacobs claims that chimpan
zees, gorillas, or~ngutans 

and gibbons, "our four clos
est animal relatives," are "all 
vegan or nearly so" (see EF!J 
November-December 2007). 

-This is not ~ntirely accurate. 
Jacobs is correct that go

rillas, orangutans, bonobos 
and gibbons are overwhelm
ingly herbivorous. (They 
will occasionally eat inverte
brates.) How~ver, this char- · 
acterization does not extend 
to the common· chimpanzee 

(Pan troglodytes), our closest 
relative. Since the 1960s, it 
has been known that chim
panzees-once idealized as 
peaceful vegetarians-regu
larly consume the meat of 
small - antelopes, wild pigs 
and especially red colobus 
monkeys. In fact, chimpan
zees are capable hunters, with 
individual group members 
taking on specialized roles in 
order to ambush their prey. 

Although meat comprises 
no more than three percent 
o( the chimpanzee diet, 
this level of consumption is 
high enough to make them 
true omnivores. Moreover, 
their hunting and sharing 
of meat serves an important, 
although .ndt fully under
stood, social role . . Some pri
matologists speculate that 
the hunt strengt~ens group 
bonds, while others theorize 
that the division of meat re
inforces their social hierar- . 
chy. In short, hunting and 
me!lt-eating seem to serve 
the same -purposes in chim
panzee societies as they do" in 
human ones. 

But none of this has any 
bearing on' the "correct" hu
man diet. The argument that 
humans should eat whatever 
is "natural" has been wielded · 
by omnivores and vegetarians 
alike, with little success by ei
ther side. What matters is not 
how we're like other-anirnals, 
but how we're different. No 
other animal's cravhg for meat 
has resulted in the extinction 
or decimation of countless 
species, the pollution of the 
planet's atmosphere and wa
terways, the ·domestication 
and abuse of livestock, and 
the industrial and fundamen- . 
tally cruel slaughter of billions 
of animals every year. 

believed along the lines I an analogy, [this sounds] just 
described. I presented one like the proselytizers [who] 
of the "different" beliefs as know 11the truth11 but are un
evidence that general agree- able to convince the person 
ment did not exist. It isn't upon whose door t!1ey knock 
reievant whether you feel that he or she is worship
that those are wrong be- ing the wrong deity. Do you 
liefs-no need for you to understand now? I have no 
present your argument why interest in arguing with you 
you feel that they are wrong. about which of us holds cor
That doesn't change the re- rect beliefs, have no interest 
ality with which we must . in trying to convert you-a 
deal, the reality that some waste of time. I do have an 
of us do hold such beliefs interest in discussion of the 
and presumably hold them ways and means of our work
just as .firmly as you hold ing cooperatively most of the 
yours. The problem is: How time in spite of the ~;eality 

do we as an activist commu- that we will never come into 
. nity cope with -this reality? agreement on some things. 
How do we manage to work If . you disagree with my 
together on the issues where "conclusion " that the overall 
we agree without letting the environmental community 
fact that we are very much is not in agreement and that 
in disagreement on other is- we will be unable to achieve 
sues interfere? agreement, speak to that. 

If you imagine that there Do you think that positions 
can be a solution based upon along the lines I described 
your being right, that · you aren't held by some of us? 
simply have to convince the That those p~ople aren't just 
wrongminded and then this as conVinced. about the right
problem will no longer ex- ness of their thinking as you 
ist, then you really do not are about yours? That this 
understand the nature of the doesn't represe~t a problem 
problem. Proceed under the for us and that . we have to 
assumption that you are right come up with "ground rules" · 
in your beliefs, but for what- and 11Conventions" to pre
ever perverse reason, the eth- vent disruption of our com
ers who will not accept your mon efforts? 
truth will persist in the error For the Earth, · 
of their ways. If I were making -MICHAEL NovACK 

Please Keep Y r 
Letters to 
.300 

ve~~~'s the best reason to be . ' '. ro· rds 
-NEHAR HUDSON \IV ~ 

Dear SFB, 
Oops, Lynn, I think you 

misunderstood my "conclu
sion" (see EF!J November
December· 2007). Somebody 
had said, "Aren't we · all 
agr.eed ·about [not consum
ing animals)?" and I was 
pointing out that no, we 
were not-that some of us 

.. . ,. , . . ' ·~ ... 

·or 
Less! 

f. 

. ' 
.. ·,-
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BY M ATI LEONARD 
The movement to confront climate -change 

is gaining momentum. It's coming from all 
sectors of the globe and across all types of 
communities. Every single presidential can
didate has made climate and energy policy a 
main platfo"rm of his or her campaign. Grow
ing mobiliz;. tions like Step It Up and No War 
No Warming are encouraging people to get out 
from behind the checkbook and do more than 
buy energy-conserving light bulbs, hybrid cars 
and Green Lattes . International networks like 
Rising Tide are growing by leaps and bounds, 
creatively confronting the root causes of the 
climate crisis. And, on November 2-5, I (and 
probably more than a 
handful of people reading 
this article) attended Pow
er Shift, the largest youth 
gathering confronting cli
mate change in US history. 

Held in Washington, DC, 
Power Shift was impressive 
in many ways-not least 
of which was th~t 6,000 
young activists came to- . 
gether to strategize '2n how 
to confront the bleak future 
that our current political 
and corporate leaders are 
creating for us. While a lot 
of the energy at Power Shift 
was focused on very liberal 
and legislative responses to 
climate change, it is impor
tant to remember that, his
torically, some of the most 
radical social movements 
have come from youth- and 
student-led movements. 

Often, the beginnings of these movements 
aren't all that radical. Some of us may have exited 
the womb with a mohawk and one-finger salute, 
but for most people, radicalization is a process. 
From my experience, radicalization comes from 
first attempting to "plely by the rules" to effect 
change in the world. Then, we start to realize 
that, more often than not, the rules are designed 
to ensure that people, communities and the en
vironment don't meaningfully get in the way 
of profits and power. Sometimes, it takes people 
a few tries to realize that the "rules" are funda
mentally structured to stymie our efforts. 

After a weekend of hundreds of workshops,. 
panels and speakers, Power Shift culminated with 
a mass "Lobby Day" on Capitol Hill. Thousands 
of students rallied on the Capitol -Lawn and spent 
the day meeting with congressional representa
tives (or their aides) and raising concerns about 
carbon emissions, coaJ mining, renewable energy, 
gree!.l jobs and international cJima~e treaties. But 
many people in the mo~ement are already a bit 
jaded about lobbying, having recognized that pol
iticians h_aven't saved us yet from environmental 
an(l. social destruction, and that their kowtowing 
to corporate profits is what got us into this mess 
in the first place. Hoping that a 2008 Congress 
or ·president will miraculously prioritize people 
and the planet over their corporate donors isn't 
a gamble we are willing to take. It's telling that 
the recent Democratic presidential debates were 
sponsored by Americans for Balanced Energy 
Choices-a coal-industry front group. 

Following the big rally, while many people 
continued to lobby "their" politicians, liundreds 
of students and members of coal-impacted com
munities decided to make an end-run around 
Capitol Hill and tak.e their demands straight to 
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the doorsteps of the corporations profiting from 
climate chaos. Recognizing that the private bank
ing industry is the backbone of an unjust and 
unsustainable economy, as well as the provider 
of billions of dollars in capital to the dirty coal 
industry, Rainforest Action Network (RAN), Coal 
River Mountain Watch, the Student Environmen
tal Action Coalition {SEAC), Mountain Justice 
Summer (MJS) and friends headed to a branch of 
Citi. With billions of dollars in assets, Citi is a top 
funder of some of the most destructive practices 
around the world and holds the dubious title of 
being the largest financier of the coal industry. 

As several residents of communities decimated 
by mountaintop removal in West Virginia and Ken
tucky entered the bank to voice their objections to 

amazingly, gave in to their demands, telling the 
bank to close the machines! 

Two weeks before this action in Washington, 
DC, memt>ers of RAN, Rising Tide North Ameri
ca (RTNA) and Earth First! scaled a construction 
crane across from Bank of America's headquar
ters in Charlotte, North Carolina. We made sure 
the employees and executives at Bank of Amer
ica could not hide from their destructive invest
ments by dropping ·a 2,000-square-foot banner 
that read, "Bank of America: Funding Coal, Kill
ing Communities." That same day, activists in 
New York City shut down more than a dozen 
ATMs with "Global Warming Crim"e SceQe" tape 
and posted "Closed: Due to Dirty Investments" 
signs across the screens. A month earlier, Rising 

Tide UK held a series of major 
actions targeting the Royal 
Bank of Scotland for its dirty 
investments. 

As I write this article, we are 
receiving report-backs from the 
National Day of Action against 
Coal Finance. On November 
16-17, Bank of America arid 
Citi offices in more than 60 cit
ies were targeted for their role 
in investing in and profiting 
fro,m climate al!d community 

' destruction. Here in San Fran
~ ~isco-, a rovl>ng ba_nd of cli)llate 
activists closed more than 70 
ATM machines, as well as sev
eral bank branches and offices. 
In St. Petersburg, Florida, mem
bers of Earth First! and RTNA 
left a banner floating on the 
ceiling of a Bank of America 
lobby, held aloft with helium 
balloons. Back in New York 
City1 Citi sponsored "How the 

Citi's mining investments, hundreds of studel!ts Grinch Stole "Christmas"-giving some theatrical 
gathered in a park across the street. Once the bank activists plenty of opportunities for culture jam
asked these community leaders to leave, the rally ming. The Day of Action was endorsed by RAN, 
took to the streets, joined by about a dozen people SEAC, RTNA, MJS, Coal River Mountain Watch, 
weartng white Tyvek hazardous materials suits and Energy Justke Network and others. 
dust masks, carrying shovels and pushing wheel- If we take this message to Wall Street, we can 
barrows full of coal. identify and target two of the largest root causes 

The Tyvek-clad folks dumped nearly half of a of climate change. The first is coal, which is re
ton of coal on the doorsteps of the bank, as the sponsible for nearly 40 percent of greenhouse 
crowd packed onto the sidewalk surrounding the gas emissions worldwide and which requires an 
bank. Suddenly, an uproar of coughing and hack- extraction process that causes the destruction of 
ing arose from the crowd as several intrepid activ- ecosystems and communities across the world. 
ists circled the bank and sidewalk with "Global The second is an economic system that focuses 
Warming Crime Scene" tape. Within moments, only on an abstraction called "profit" while de
nearly 400 people had shut down the bank with stroying our planet's ability to sustain life. We 
a massive "die-in," blocking the bank entrance are building a campaign that will produce tangi
and sidewalk. As the bank scrambled to lock its ble results for people and the planet in the short 
doors, bank managers rushed to throw out an- term. by taking down the coal industry, while 
other youth delegation that had entered the bank building a vision and movement that ·seeks to 
and had been informing customers of .what Citi is transform our entire economy into one based on 
using their bcink accounts to fund. principles of ecology and justice. 

This action exemplified what our movement It's time for radical~, biocentrists, deep ecolo-
needs to be doing: supporting impacted com- gists, social ecologists and those not willing to 
munities, recognizing that direCt action must compromis·e our future to really tackle the issues 
be a part of a broader campaign, escalating our of climate change. We can't let this movement be 

. demands and tactics, and making sure our 'ac- led by corporate front groups or by people who 
tions -are inspiring and resonating with others encourage us to buy our way Ol}t of this mess:We 
so that our movement.can keep growing. Many have to confront climate change at its root causes: 
people in the crowd had never participated in fossil fuels. and an economy that demands infinite 
direct action before. The enthusiasm and ex- . growth in the face of fiilite resources. 
citement from people exploring a whole new To learn more about the D:i.rty Money cam
approach to activism and social change was paign challenging Wall Street to end investments 
incredible. Seeing the teary eyes oj SO-year-old in dirty energy, visit www.dirtymoney.org. 
coal-field residents inspire<:! by 18-year-old col- Matt works at Rainforest Action Network, work
lege students really shook me. That is solidarity. ing to reconcile 11 economy" with. 11 ecology." His ~pare 
I watched two young women informing the po- time is spent with the Bay Rising affinity S(Oup, 
lice captain that they weren't going to let even . climbing rocks and listening to obscure punk·bands. 
the ATM machine remain operating. The pblice, He can b..e reached at matt@ran.org. 



BY AsHEVILLE RISING TIDE 

"Coal has got to go if we want 
to solve the climate crisis." 

At a time when we need to be 
making massive reductions in 
greenhouse gas emissions, the 
expanded Cliffside coal power 
plant would emit 312 million 
tons of carbon dioxide over 
its SO-year lifespan. Increasing 
dependence on coal plants in 

· the face of our climate crisis is 
tantamount to suicide. 

· In what appears to be a recur
ring phenomenon in North Caro
lina, angry polar bears have once 
again descended on a notorious 
climate criminal to disrupt its 
business. On November 15, local 
college students and_ members of 
Asheyille Rising Tide converged 
at Duke Energy headquarters in 
Charlotte. Bearing signs reading, 
"Got Mercury?" and "Coal Fuels 
Climate Change," the protesters 
demanded that Duke Energy can
cel plans for an 800-megawatt ad
dition to its Cliffside coal plant. 

Santa and his helpers protest Duke Energy. 

In addition to escalating . 
climate change, the addi
tional construction at the 
Cliffside plant would more 

We also seek to expose Duk~ En
ergy CEO Jim Rogers for the gre
enwashing liar that he is. Rogers 
currently enjoys a certain amount 
of prestige as a ,.green CEO" for 
his recent push for regulations of 
greenhouse gas emissions through 
the US Climate Action Partner
ship (USCAP). When taken at face 
value, this seems like an extraor
dinary thing for the CEO of a ma
jor polluter to do. However, it has 
become apparent that the main 
role of USCAP is to push for ex
tremely weak climate legislation 
in order to pre-empt any meaning
ful changes that might be made 
to fight climate change. This, of 
course, becomes increasingly ap
parent when Rogers is pushing for 
toothless legislation at the same 
time as he seeks to build a fleet of 
new coal-powered plants, includ
ing Cliffside. 

Despite police and security 
guards already on the scene, two . 
students dressed as polar bears 
used a bike lock to secure the 
headquarters' main entrance. Un
fortunately, a police officer· man
aged to intervene before the pair 
were able to lock themselves to 
the door. Once the cop managed 
to wrestle the locks from the po
lar bears, the two launched Plan B 
and commenced a sit-in in front 

of the doors. Eventually more 
police arrived, and the students 
were arrested. The lock, however, 
remained, blocking the return 
of hundr~ds of Duke employees 
from their lunch break. 

than double the amount 
of mercury released by the plant 
to 405 pounds per year. Water 
is also a major issue. The entire 
Southeast is in the grip of one of 
the worst droughts ever recorded, 
with North Carolina hit particu
larly hard. All indications point to 
climate change as a major culprit. 
If expanded, the Cliffside plant 
would evaporate 2'1 million gal-

"North Carolina's youth will be 
living with the impa~;:t of dirty en
ergy and climate change far into the 

. future. We need comrilunity-based 
alternatives to the fossil fuel empire," 
said Nina Otter, a Warren · Wilson 
College student, who was arrested. 

·lons-of river water every day, while 
major cities like Atlanta teeter on 
the brink of ru~ning dry. 

Asheville Rising Tide is joining peo
ple across North Carolina who are ded
icated to stopping the CliffSide plant 
dead in its tracks with public outreach 
and hard-hitting actions. This is just 
the beginning .... 

NO WAR 
NO' WARMING 
BY TED GLICK 

My spirit was on fire on October 22. It was such a 
great day! After months of planning, we pulled off 
something the likes of which I've never been a part 
of before. For a couple of hours, with action after 
action, we disrupted business as usual on Capitol 
Hill. We sent out a message nationally (and inter
nationally) that people a.!e outraged · that the US 
Congress has done nothing to end the war, pass 
strong global warming legislation,. or address the 
mytiad of justice and survival issues that are wors
ening because of the war and the climate crisis. 

The protest began with tlre 10-person polar 
bear contingent arriving like clockwork right at 8 
a.m., ~t the intersection of New Jersey and Inde
pendence avenues. Th~ mass media promptly ar
rived with lots of TV cameras and reporters. The 
polar bears moved to one of the main entrances 
of the federal Cannon House Office Building and 
blockaded it. When forced to move by the police, 
they continued their demonstration, accompa
nied by thematic music amplified by a portable 
sound system. 

Within minutes, an Iraq War veterans group 
a-rrived to take the place of the polar bears, block
ading the ·same entrance. They refused to le~ve; 
after 10-15 minutes, arrests began. 

While . these actions were taking place, 25 
people took part in a "Separate Oil and State" 
action on the opposite side of the Cannon 
buildirtg. They blocked another main entrance 
and were arrested. 
. Soon after the Iraq vets were hauled away, up 
came the Students for a Democratic Society con
tingent in their yellow Campus C}lmate Chal
lenge T-shirts. They immediately moved intli? 
the middle of Independence Avenue, a major 
thoroughfare on Capitol Hill, completely block
ing traffic for 45 minutes. The 25 young people 
chanted, "Resistance is Forming! No War! No 
Wa.rming!" As the police moved in to start mak
ing arrests, a very sizeable crowd-:-which had by 
then clustered along both sides of .tl:J_e street-

. began to chant, "Arrest Bush, not the kids!" 
"The kids" were moved off of Independence, 

and were slowly processed and loaded onto .a 
waiting bus. But as traffic began to move again, 

a second wave of activists blocked the strel:!t. 
This group consisted of six young ~ople and 
me. We were all arrested. I later heard that five 
more people were arrested, including three po
lar bears, ps the. police overreacted to the second 
wave of action and began pushing people away 
from the intersection. The five arrested were in 
the process of moving away-apparently not fast 
enough for the police ~ None of the five had been 
given any verbal warnings, as the law requires, to 
move or face arrest. 

Those of us arrested were taken to the Capi
tol garage. There, we began to discuss actions 
to challenge these illegal arrests. This · time in 
the Capitol garage was memorable. For hours, 
we talked·with1one another; we interacted with 
the dozens of cops watching over us; we sang 
song after song; we start~d discussions about 
what to do next; and, over time our righteous 
and joyous-if tired-spirits began transform-
ing the faces, body languag~ and actions of 
, orne of the police. 

No time for resting now. No War No Warming 
0 '1 the move! 
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BY FELICIA Fox 
.fust-growtb forests in' the "World. Dutch news- taken action at sea against the destructiveness of 
paper publishers PCM, Wegener and ·Telegraaf the palm oil industry. On November 10, Green

The }Vell:known, international environmental Media Groep purchase more than 28,000 tons of peace's ship, the Rainbow Warrior, dropped an
organization Greenpeace, which is often criti- paper annually from Abitibi. · " chor next -to a tanker carrying more than 33,000 
cized in Earth First! circles for being too "corpo- In Sumatra, Indonesia, local forest com- tons of lhdonesian palm oil. Greenpeace blocked 
rate" and not "radical" enough, seems to have munities are fighting alongside Greenpeace the tanker from exiting the Indonesian Port of . 
returned to its direct action roots a bit in recent activists to stop illegal, comm~rcial palm-oil Dumai, until being forced out of the way by thtee 
months. Here at the Journal, we have been inun- plantations by building dams. Yes, you heard tug boats on the morning of November 18. 
dated with emails outlining som~ of the actiOns that right: by 'building dams! On OCtober 29, On November 15, Greenpeace activists occu
Greenpeace has taken: the · activists began building five dams across .pied and shut down the Munmo'r-ah coal-fired 

On October 12, Greenpeace activists ii:t Ter- 10-foot-deep canals that were dug by the palm power plant by locking themselves onto a con
neuzen, the Netherlands, stopped a. sh'ip from oil company P'f Duta Palma: The canals drain veyor bel.t to prevent coal from feeding into the 
off-loading thousands of tons of newsprint from water Ot,It of Indonesi:a's swamp forests so that pl?nt iri New South Wales, Australia. Activists 
Canadian logging company Abitibi-Consoli- palm-oil ·seedlings can be ·planted there. PT als1> dr9pped a banner reading "Climate Change' 
dat~d. Activists painted "No Newspapers from Duta Palma and other palm oil companies are Starts Here" and painted "Coal Kills" on the roof 
Ancient Forests" in Dutch on the hull of the acting against regulations for Indonesian for- · of the building. The Munmorab plant is the-old- . 
560-foot-long ship and are calling on the Dutch ~est protection and a presiQ.ential decree. Ac- ·, est coal plant in Australia, lying about 100 miles 
government to make sure that paper imports tivists !lope· the ·dams will hold water in the north of Sydney. 
are not coming from old-growth forests. -Abitibi swamps, thereby halting construction of ilie '11- . It has ; been exciting to read about all t'hat 
newsprint is made mainly o~ virgin fibers from legal plantation. They have also set up. a {grest Green peace has been ,doing, and we hope that 
Canada's boreal forest, one of the largest intact defenders ca~p nearby to keep .watch ajld pre~ they will'keep·it up-nice and 'strong in defense 

· · ' ' ; , vent more illegal.dr,edg- ,of the Earth! '· , ., , · . 
ihg from occurring. - ·· ·Felicia fJJx is q. woodsy hermit wannal:e from the 

Along .wi~ building porth, w~Q is .vi~_muc!z .~j~y!ng the TJ;c~on (/Win~ 
dams, _ Greenpeace ' has ter"yet still dreammg ofsnow. · 

STATE REPRESSION IN NEW ZEALAND 
continued from page 1 

The Context 
"I weep for what has just happened at Maunga

pohatu in Tuhoe. The police raid seems to be about 
punishing Kenan a for questioning the crown and will 
only take us back to the mists of fear and doubt. ... 
I wonder if we will ever stop worrying when it might 
happen again." · 
· -Karaitiana Rarere, Ngati Kahungunu, 1916 

For the Maori, the indigenous people of Aote
aroa/New Zealand, and for the Tuhoe in particu
lar, repression and brutality. at the hands of the 
colonial state ar~, nothing new. The Tuhoe, the 
tribe at the center of many of the police allega:
tions, never signed the 1840 Treaty of Waitangi, 
with which the New Zealand government at
tempts to legitimize its rule over A'otearoa/New 
Zealand. It is in Tuhoe country that you will 

· find the ·highest rate of Te Reo Maori as a first 
language, with English relegated to second. The 
Tuhoe have always remained staunchly indepen
dent ·and, as such, have always been considered a 
threat by the state. . 

In 1867, the government confiscated vast tr· ':ts 
of land from the Tuhoe, including all access to 
the coastline, under the pretext of punishing 
therri for alleged involvement in the murder of 
a missionary. This confiscation left the Tuhoe 
landlocked and without a source of kaimoana 
(seafood). Almost all of the Tuhoe's fertile crop
growing )and was also taken. 
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By 1916, many Tuhoe had flocked to the vii~ 
lage of Maungapohatu, where a man named Rua 
Kenana preached a new way of life and opposi
tion to World War I and the conscriptionJaws. 
This was too much for the state to handle, and 
so it attacked, killing two, wounding others and 
taking Kenana prisoner. Kenana would spend al
most two years in prison, despite being found not 
guilty of sedition, and the peaceful community 
he helped establish would never be the same. 

The Tuhoe remained ever-resilient, however. 
In recent years, they have begun negotiations 
with the Waitangi Tribunai, in an attempt to 
retain their land and receive compensation for · 
what the state has taken from them. It was dur
ing a tribunal hearing in Tuhoe country in 2005, 
that Tame Iti, one of those arrested in recent 
raids, was charged with a firearms offense, after 
shooting a New Zealand flag during a "welcom
ing'1 ceremon.r for state officials. That event was 
part of a wider welcome intended to make the 
officials see and feel a taste of what the Tuhoe 
had experienced at the· hands of the New Zea
land government since colonization began. 

"We wanted them to feel the heat and smoke 
andth~ Tuhoe outrage and disgu,st at the way we 
have been treated for 200 years. ·[Colonizers] de
stroyed people's homes and burned their crops, 
and we wanted them to feel that. We wanted 
to demonstrate to them what it feels like being 

·powerless," said Iti. 

Solidarity Is Strength! 
The raids' provoked an immediate display of 

solidarity and support all across Aotearoa/New 
Zealand and, indeed, the world. One hundred 
people gathered at the Wellington District Court 
during the first appearance of the four arrestees 

~ on the afternoon of October 15. One thousand 
g people marched to the court appearaJ;lce of lti in 
~ Rotorua, and 1,000 more marched· to Auckland . 
~ Central Remand Prison, where manyofthose ar
" rested were held. Ori December 1, 2,000 people 

gathered in Wellington for an ali-day festival to 
demand the repeal of the TSA. 

Support has come from radiccil groups and in- . 
dividuals, Maori people, unionists and unions (al
though some· se~m too afraid to anger the ruling 
Labor Party), civiflibertarians and others. While the 
political lines have differed from group to group, 
cooperation has generally'been effective in most 

· centers. Some groups have taken on the responsi
bility of prisoner and whanau support. Othets have 
focused on demonstrations and public events, with 
still others working on fundraising, writing articles 
for newspapers, education and outreach. 

Solidarity with the arrestees has also been pres
ent overseas. Demonstrations have been held at 
New Zealand embassies and consulates from the 
UK to Australia. Messages of support have been 
received from Mexico (including at least one from 
the sister of a Oaxacim political prisoner), Greece, 
Canada and other places."Since their release, many 
of the arrestees have expres~ed their gratitude and 
thanks to their supporters all over tbe world. 

"The history of the Tuhoe -shows that the 
Tuhoe did not concede, did not cede, did not 
give up, did not even rent out their sense of sov
ereignty .... Their view is [that of] an independent 
people who want interdependence as a lifesty)e," 
said 'Tamati Kruger, a Tuhoe activist. 

For more information on the raids and solidar
ity events, visit www.october15thsolidarity.info. 

Asher is an Aotearoa anarchist who has been re
-porting on the raids and solidarity actio115 for Aote
aroa Indymedia at www.indymedia.org.nz. 

/ 
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CRASH THE 
CONVENTIONS 

get started. Right now, we have to groups plan specific blockades by 
BY UNCONVENTIONAL ACTION buildM networks and infrastruc- providing geographical details, rang-

The. upcoming Democratic andRe- ture. ~e must go into these pro- ing from intersection measurements 
publicari national conventions pres- tests with a strategy that is widely to photographs; please contact them 
ent tremendous opportunities for · · known, instantly comprehensible, at mc08@riseup.net with ques
anarchists and other opponents of and integrates a diversity of tactics tions. It is important for a strategy 
ecological destruction and qppression and approacheY. like this to be publicly endorsed by 
to demonstrate our resistance in the One of the fundamental shortcom- groups that hope to see it succeed. 
national lens. As the increasingly dra- ings of the' demonstrations at the This gives tlie strategy visibility and 
matic effects of global warming bring . Republican National Convenp.on shows how many people are invest
ecological collapse ever closer, and as (RNC) in New York City- in 2004, was ed in it, which in tum enables others 
new nuclear and coal plants spring that there was no ·general strategy for to invest themselves in its success. 
up across the country at alarming anarchists, . anti-authoritarians and To endorse _this strategy, email 
rates, it is becoming easier to argue anti-capitalists. As a result, though centralnc@unconventionalaction.org; 
that neither docile demonstrations · tens of thousands came to the city, · all endorsements will be listed on 
nor electoral c:;ampaigns are capable many had a difficult time coordi- our website. 
of significantly changing the US's nating their efforts or even figuring Organizers against the Demo
attitude toward energy consump- out what to do besides join marches cratic National Convention (DNC) 
tion. With the coming election year organized by hierarchical groups. A in Denver, have also hosted one to 
and the inevitable attempt to divert good strategy provides a simple goal finalize a strategy consulta, with a 
grassroots energy into politics, radical that indiVidual protesters can com- follow-up consulta planned for Jan
environmentalists must alSo make it bine to achieve. uary 18-21. There have been some 
dear that the Democratic opposition The strategy of the Direct Action discussions about designating the 
is neither capable of nor interested in Network (DAN) at the 1999 WTO first day of the DNC as a day of ac
providing more than green consum- protests in Seattle, was a good ex- tion for the environment. The next 
er choices and spurious legislation for ample of this. By announcing early s~ep is for on-the-ground organizers 
polluting industry-let alone solving that its intention was to shut down · and activists across the country to 
all of the additional problems capital- the summit, DAN gave all the par- communicate and hash out a plan. 
ism poses. ticipants in the protests a common To participate in this discussion, 

Unconventional Action is an emerg- end to strive for. A strategy is not the visit unconventional-action. pbwiki. 
ing netwruk looking to complement · same as a unified plan of action; it com or email Denver organizers at 
the work of organizers in Denver, is simply a framework within which unconventionaldenver@riseup.net. 
Colorado, and Minneapolis-St. Paul, different plans and approaches can We urge everyone to begin dis
Minnesota, with regional organizing complement one another. Even cussing these strategy ideas and 
throughout the rest of the country. explicitly autortomous actions are organizing direct action . trainings 
Our goal is to build a horizontal, in- more · effectiye in the context of locally and regionally so that affin
clusive framework for protests that . broadly coordinated activity. A ity groups and individuals can be
will disrupt the upcoming Democratic good strategy works whether or not gin to develop their plans for the 
and Republican national conventions. the a1,1thorities are aware of it; it conventions. At this time, when 
We aim to organize militant direct enables individual groups to retain demonstrations are few and far 
action t[lat manifests opposition to their privacy in planning how .to between, it is crucial · that activists 
both the Democratic and Republi- play their parts, and it takes into ac- with experience at mass mobiliza
can parties. As anti-authoritarians, count the responses that can be ex- tions connect with others to share 
w~ oppd~e representational politics . pected from the police. Experience the knowledge and skills acquired 
itself. Yet even those who still believe has shown that avoiding strategy, over the . years. In early Spring, the 
in it must understand that we can simply so the police will not catc;:h Welcoming Committee and Un
oniy have leverage ov:er our rulers by wind of our plans, is not 'effective. conventional Action collectives will 
showing our own power-that we Organizers in the Twin Cities -·be touripg the country, bringing 
must back up our demands by dem- already hosted a pReNC consulta strategy information and upda.tes, 
onstrating that. we can interfere with exactly one year in advance of the · as well as direct action trainings 
their agendas as effectively as they RNC in St. Paul. At the pReNC, ranging from street tactics to legal 
interfere with our lives. If we success- more than 100 anarchists got to- and medic trainings. If you would 
fully disrupt the party conventions, gether to ·disc;:uss logistics, resources .like to hqst a stop or help fund the 
this will inaugurate a new era of op- and strategy ideas. Participants at to\Jrs, please contact roadshow@ 
positional actiVity-and just in time, the consulta reached consensus on unconventionalaction.org. 
as federal repression intensifies and the following three-tiered strategy Finally, it is important that we 
rumors of the next Middle East inva- to disrupt the RNC: do not approach these protests in 
sion and occupation swell. Tier One: Establish 15 to 20 block- a vacuum. We can expect to act ef-

Why does protesting the con- ades, utilizing a diversity of tactics, fectively at the conventions onl:y 
yentions count as ecological . de- creating an inner and outer ring if there are actions leading up · to 
fense? It is essential to bring a around St. Paul's Excel Center, where them at which we can gain experi
radical environmental critique to the RNC is to take place. ence and momentum. Think about 
the wide range of interests that will Tier. Two: Immobilize the· del- how .actions and campaigns you are 
inevitably be represented at these egates' transportation _infrastruc- working on could contribute to this 
mobilizations. Working . in coor- ture, including the buses that are build-up. Likewise, we would do 
dination with other critics of the to convey them. well to ami beyond the protests, us
two-party system, environmental- Tier Three: Block the five western ing them as an opportUnity to de
ists have · a chance to draw atten- bridges connecting the Twin Cities . . · velop national networks capable of 
tion to the impending collapse of These tiers are organized 1n order _powerful, horizontal, decentralized 
life ~s we know it. Not unlike other of priority according to the number organizing for a long time to come. 
organizing efforts, ·this will be an of participants wl'\o shov( up. If only We invite .others who share oui: 
enormous undertaking, requiring a small number of participants were goals to organize under the name 
the collaboration and efforts of to create plans of action, the first tier Uneonventional Action, as well. 
both those wizened by experience will 9e focused on. Broader partici- Unconventional Action enjays · long 
and those wide-eyed with enthu- pation will result in the implementa- moonlit walks along the Mississippi 
siasm. We are fortunate tp have tiori of tier two and, eventually, tier River aTJd likes hot chocolate with a hint 
many months ahead of us to Qrga- three. The RNC Welcoming Com- of cayenne pepper. For more information, 
nize for these protests,-but we must mittee has offered to help affinity · go to www.rinconventi.onalaction.org. 

Hushmail Open to Feds 
with Court Order 

On November 8, US law en
forcement agencies investigating 
qrqg trafficking obtained access 
todear-text copies of encrypted 

,,·,:~'-<t~"'" sent-thraugl}. Hushmail . . 
acc~ss was granted after 'a · 

was served to Hush 
tlttilllni1cattons through a .ca: 

•··· U;K Activist Hit W~th 
Email Decryption Order 

'':. A British animal rights activ:
ist 'was ordered to hand over 
h~ PGP encryption keys tQ 
authorities on November 14. 

,Jiie Regulation of Inyestiga
tg'xy Powers Act (RIPA), which 

· -b'ecame law in Oc;:tober, allows 
police to <;lemand encryption 

.. ~~Y$ or a clear transcript of en
'ci,}rpt<~d text. Failure to comply. 

, can result in up to five year,s of 
· iniprisonment. · 

gassed by :Par!iament as a tool 
11:> -fight terrorism, this >tatute 
is first being used on an ani
mal -righ,ts activist whose com2 

·· was seized by the feds in 
Jhe womandenies using' 

r··: i>nr'Mrr,·f. ;r'•n technology and ' 
·eve!l if she had, she 
pass over the keys . . 
J really want them 

see.~ . priviite communica
''" ,,·-.-··- ·· .,medical records, embar

;:ra~>si.rtgpoetry, 'soppy love letters 
or, .. }ndeed, personal financia1 

.•. ~ahsa¢ons?"· she asked. ·' . 

>">''L 
·t~~~as _Ca.ns Coal 
. ·/:On October 18, Sunflower 

·..... Po~er Corporation's 
.aPP!ic:atllon· to buUd two new 

coal-fired gen-
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The exploitation of public lands by the fossil 
fuel industry has become a serious issue since . 
2001, when President Bush signed an execu
tive order to fast-track en~rgy exploration in the 
Rocky Mountains. At the same time, funding 
was cut for federal land management agencies. 
Now, even our most sacred and supposedly "pro
tected" sites are not immun·e to the onslaught 
of corporate greed. Thisjs the story of one small 
community's fight to protect its sm:roundings. 

The Place 
The San Luis Valley lies between the San Juan 

and Sangre de Cristo mountain ranges at the Col
orado-New Mexico border. The agricultural San 
Luis is the largest subalpine desert valley in the 
world. Some of the most pristine waters in the US 
flow out of its mountains. The valley contains two 
aquifers that feed a vast complex of wetlands and 
a diverse array of rare plants and animals-as well 
as crops and residences. The headwaters of the Rio 
Grande River are there. Water is the valley's most 
precious asset. (Sunlight could be its second. With 
one of the highest concentrations of solar energy 
in North America, alternative energy companies 
are setting up parabolic reflectors in the San Luis 
Valley to tap the sun.) 

The valley is also the location of the US's new
est nati011al park, Great Sand Dunes. Created in 
2004, the park brought more than 175,000 acres 
under federal protection. Along with the park, 
the 92,000-a'cre Baca National Wildlife Refuge 
was established. The transformation from na
tional monument to national park was brokered 
by the Nature Conservancy, which managed to 
purchase ranch land from would-be water ·baron 
Gary Boyce. Environmentalists and fa~ers had 
fought for more than a decade to keep the aqui
fer out of the hands of those who would sell it 
off, so the creation of the park and· refuge was a 
relief. However, the park was -created quickly-in 
a mere 18 months-and in the negotiations, the 
purchase of subsurface mineral rights was over
looked. After all, exploratory drilling in the past 
had suggested little fossil fuel in the Mesozoic 
sediments of the San Luis Basin. The time and 
money needed to procure the mineral rights 
would have delayed the desperate battle to pro
tect the water and the dunes. 

The Problem 
So, although the US government paid $33 mil

lion to hold the Baca National Wildlife Refuge 
in perpetuity for the public, the mineral rights 
remained in the possession of a Canadian com
pany, Lexam Explorations, Inc., which had pur
chased them in 19.87, while the land was still 
owned by Boyce. Today, these subsurface rights 
include the entire Baca National Wildlife Ref
uge, .the adjacent Baca Grande subdivision, and 
parts of Great Sand Dunes_ National Park and 
Rio Grande National Forest Mountain Tract. In 
addition, multinational petrochemical coin- ' 
pany Conoco Phillips holds a 25-percent inter
est. Should Lexam find significant oil and gas 
reserves · in the . area; the potential impact on 
the environment and on human communities 
would be_widespread. . 

In August . 2006, Lexam announced its plans 
to test-drill. Public concerns are many. The small 
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community infrastructure-including roads, ~ attack on public lands. The film has begun to 
emergency services, and· communication and circulate around the valley; two educational to
septic systems-will _be burdened. C9ntamina- rums have been held, and-valley-wide outreach 
tion in this area, which includes sensitive riparian has begun. Petitions have been circulated and 
corridors and wetlands, could mean the loss of handed in person to Governor Ritter and other 
high-quality surface waters for generations .. Toxic politicians. In addition, alliances and coalitions 
chemicals used in the hydraulic fracturing process are being formed. Rising Tide North America ac
could leak into wells, and the emission of ground- tivists visited, offered advice and took with them 
level ozone can find its way into human and ani- a copy of Land Out of Time to share on their 
mal lungs. The test wells would extend almost Rocky Mountain tour. 
three miles down through both aquifers in loca- This New Age ·community is devoted to peace 
tions very near the Sangre de Cristo fault . These and prayer, so direct action-and the images of 
would be the deepest wells ever drilled along the violence it conjures-comes as a last resort. As 
fault line. Cluster earthquakes have been induced Summer 2007 came to the high valley, indige
by stress changes and water injection at depths far nous spiritual leaders planned two large .Medi
less than this. cine Wheel ceremonies as a form of protest-a 

Community Values 
Recently included in US News and World Report's 

special issue on the world's most sacred sites, the 
Crestone area is unusual. At the southern end of 
the Sangres stands the guardian massif Mount 
Blanca, known as Sisnaajini to the Dine. This 
massif is one of the Dine's four sacred peaks and 
the site of human emergence for the Tewa and 
Hopi. Since prehistoric times, the valley has been 
one of the great spiritual centers of the continent. 
Indigenous nations have long gathered here for 
ceremonial purposes. There are numerous un
studied anthropological sites. The Crestone/Baca 
community is home to many international spiri
tual .and retreat centers founded as a refuge "for 
the wisdom traditions in the end times." these 

· spiritual centers are the backbone of the economy 
in an out--of-the-way place. Visitors.and pilgrims 
are drawn to the extraordinary natural beauty, 
solitude and silence below Crestone peak. In 
fact, the quiu is so important to meditators and 
spiritual practitioners that the community suc
cessfully stopped low-altitude fly-overs by the Air 
Force. Known as the "straw-bale-bililding capital 
of the nation," the Crestone/Baca area is a model 
for green building and sustainability. Fossil fuel 
development and the considerable noise, air and 
water pollution associated with it are in direct op
position to the values of the community. 

Last year, tobacco prayer ties and Buddhist_ 
prayer flags started showing up on the barbed
wire fences that circle the wildlife refuge. Co
operating with requests from the Baca Lartd 
Trust and the refuge manager, Lexam rofled its 
seismic trucks onto the land when it is least 
vulnerable-i~- the dead p f Winter. In response, 
p_rayer vigils were held. The desire for a more 
traditional protest to· greet the trucks· was bub
bling througl:l the community, but Lexam kept 
its schedule secret. The "stampers" found thei~ 
way to the center of the refuge in the middle 
of th_e January night. Nearly a year has passed, 
and residents are gearing up now for the actual -
assau~t of the drilling. 

Resistance! 
Residents began their resistance to Lexam by 

educating themselves, visiting the gas fields in 
th_e Roan Plateau and Rifle area. The experience 
was terrifying. Mbst 6f the party were ill for days 
froin ozone .exposure and brought back hor
ror' stories from activists and residents of those 
communities. One ·of Rifle's activists brought to 
Grestone a DVD of the film Land Out of Time, 
a documentary about the fossil fuel industry's 

direct action appropriate for the values of the 
community. Respecting the law, a location bor

·dering the drill sites was offered by the Manitou 
· Foundation for construction of the wheel. Spiri

tual leaders of many traditions attended. The 
media .was invited, and a dramatic p!1oto fqund 
its way into Denver's Rocky Mountain News. 

Water is required for the drilling process
about 30 acre-feet per well. Lexam approached 
the Baca Water and Sanitation board with an of
fer to buy the water needed. Despite threats of 
water trucks rumbling over the roads to the ref
uge if it didn't give in to the "offer," the board 
refused to sell. It was another small victory for 
coiJ!munity-valttes. 
_'A "scoping" meeting hosted by the US Fish 
arid Wildlife Service (US-':_WS) and some actual 

· Lexam execs was a community high point. The 
Canadians were told face to face that they are 
unwelcome and need to get their moral priori
ties straight when it comes to developing energy 
for the future! With the help of the San Luis Val
ley Ecosystem Council, money was raised to hire 
lawyers to file a suit_against USFWS. The suit asks 
for public input through the National Environ
mental Protection Act process~uring which 
concerns, such as the lack of an Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS), a biological inventory 
management plan for the wildlife refuge and an 
independent observer to monitor the drilling, 
could be addressed. The people won this first suit 
and no roads to well sites will be built on the 
refuge before an assessment is done. ·Now on to 
demand an· EIS! 

In a town of spiritual transients, communi
cation and commitment is a struggle in itself. 
Hopefully the fears, fights and_ small victories 
will prove unnecessary because, in the end, the 
wildcat wells may yield nothing for the high
risk investors lured by Lexam's "politically safe" 

. assurances. Still, that the threats ·of the ·gas in
dustry have reached this tiny outpost-known 
as the " Shangri-La of the Rockies" or the "Crown 
Chakra of the Earth"-is an eye-opener to resi
dents who fled "the real world" tc;> seek inner 
enlightenment. The good of all of this is that 
we are now reaching out to each other, the val-

. ley, the country and the rest of the globe in the 
fight against big oil and global warming. 

Winter is arl artist and action medic. She has been 
em anti-coal activist 'with Mountain Justice Summer 
in Appalachia (she was one of the Marsh Fork 13) 
and with Dooda Desert Rock in New Mexico. As far 
as she knows, she is the only member of Rising Tide. 
North America in southern Colorado-and certainly 
the only one who sits zazen. 
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WHAt's <NEXT FOR THE 'RADICAL 'ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT? 

BY ALLAPATI~ , \ 

. , A little mor~ than a year ago, 
an article wa~ published in the EF! 
Journal, entitled "Evolving Earth 

" First!" and based on a discussion 
that occurred at the 2006 Round 
River Rendezvous in Karuah (see 
EF!f September-October 2006). Its 
intent was to "evolve" the move
ment by clearly and simply articu
lating some of the perspectives that 
have becollle increasingly prevalent 
in EF! circles over the past decade 
and by offering them up for debate 
and dialogue. The article asked for 
response but received none. While 
those thoughts · are certainly still 
open to feedback and debate, it is 
also important to simultaneously 
continue the evolution process. Be
low is a follow-up to that article, in
tended to initiate dialogue ~round 
strategic priorities in the radical en
vironmental movement. 

Defending and Restoring 
Wilderness Corridors 

Throughout ' the 1980s and into 
the '90s, EF! made radically vi
sionary strides by promoting the 
ideal of a rewilded continent. The 
movement researched, ,published 
and spoke publicly on the sub
ject, and it organized actions that 
helped push that vision and strat
egy towards .a wider acceptance. 
Restoring wilderness corridors has 
become a recognized, legitimate 
goal in the global effort to avert 
species extinction. 
. In 2003, realizing that the ante 
had been upped by corporate glo
balization, EF! activists · in the UK 
utilized a body .of research on 
global biodiversity and laid out a 
similar strategic vision of how to 
defend specific piological "hot
spots" around the world, in order 
to preserve the banks of biodiver
sity and to ensure the sur
vival and proliferation of 
wild cultures after the in
evitable collapse of indus
trial civilization.· 

In the past five years, 
those ambitious goals and 
brilliant strategies have be
come deflated by the reality 
of climate change and the 
trajectory of globalization. 
A hard truth is barreling 
toward us like a high-speed 
train: Our efforts to defend 
and restore the wild will.be 
in vain if we can't derail 
this entire system, fast. 

Obstructing and Destroying 
Industrial Corridors 

While many biologists, ecologists, 
rural ~ople, indigenous· communi
ties and environmental activists 
have been trying to understand the 
damage we've done and to learn 
how to restore ecosystems, industry 
has plowed ahead at an exponential 
rate. Where standards have been 
set, corporations have relocated to 
evade them; where resistance· has . 
been met; big business has spon
sored repression. Defending land 
but not destroying industry is a 
dead end. The industrial system w~ 
live under must expand to contin
ue; it is incompatible with the con
cept of sustainability. Ho~ever, if 
we stop this expansion, the system . 
immediately begin~ to crumble. 

This simple assessment of our 
situation · is no surprise to any 
EF!er ·reading this Journal; most of 
us know countless, detailed stories 
brutally illustrating the situation. 
Certainly, many of us would say 
that we understand with a painful 
darity what is happening to the 
planet around us, but our actions 
and campaigns often don't reflect 
that understanding. 

It's time to reassess our priori
ties and strategies. Our visions and 
goals have general\y remained in
tact and relevant, but the playing 
field has been shifting around us. 
Rather than acting piecemeal in 
defense of the last remaining wild 
places or spending time and energy 
on randorri symbolic actions, we 
should Identify and assess strate
gic campaigns that are capable of 
blocking the expansion of global
ized infrastructure. 

The concrete and steel of corporate 
globalization-ports, power plants, 
highways, etc.-point to where we 
can often combine our efforts with 
local communities of resistance and 
maximize impact at a systemic level. 
This may not always be as romantic 
and immediately gratifying as life 
150 feet up an old-growth tree, and 
it might invol_ve some less thrilling 
"paper-wrenching." (Sometimes, 
well-placed letters and permit peti
tions can cost companies a lot more 
than ·all of the roadblocks we can 
muster and all of the sugar_ we can 
fit in the gas tanks, combined.) But 
the joy of a full-spectrum strategic 
resistance can often_ offer inspira
tion and create opportunities Jor 
actions that expose beauty in un
expected places. For example, who 
wo11ld have thought that t)1e small . 
pockets of forests tucked between 
miles of monocultured, genetically 
modified corn farms in southern In
diana would be so enchanting? 

Navigating So.me Pitfalls 
The momentum of concern around 

climate change has opened up some 
strong opportunities for an anti-in
frastructure analysis, especially when 
challenging. roads aod energy proj
ects. But it also comes with the risk 
of reducing the critique of industry's · 
empire to a critique of carbon. Obvi
ously, we are not against carbon itself; 
but we· also need to clarify that we are 
not against climate change, either. We. 
are against the system that created 
anthropogenic climate change, and · 
we certainly can't trust the corpora
tions who run that s}rstem with any 
oth.er energy supply (not hydrogen, 
nuclear, biofuels, tidal, geothermal, 
wind or. solar).' These psychopaths 
can't be trusted. Period. 

Another obstacle to an anti-infra
structure stra~egy is the negativity 

that comes with defining and iden
tifying ourselves by what we oppose. 
Localized efforts can often navigate 
around this by presenting alterna
tives and offering positive messaging. 
But, at its core, th_is is about ·facing 
the fact that destruction is outpac
ing restoration. This is aboqt reject
ing the delusion that so many people 
operate under every day. For now; the 
clarity of opposing industrial expan
sion may be more important than . 
giving the strategy a positive, feel-
good spin. · 

At first glance and as a larger 
movement strategy, fighting infra
structure may feel limiting for some 
people and places. But there is more 
to the strategy than fighting roads 
and power plants. Take, for exam
ple, the new border wall construc
tion on the US-Mexico border. This 
is not necessarily a real demand of 
the industrial empire; it is a sym
bolic manifestation of it. It has very 
real impacts on the ecosystems and 
communities it is slicing. In this 
way, it offers amazing opportuni
ties to connect with other diverse 
groups fighting border policy, glo
balization and the forced migration 
of land-based campesino communi
ties-many of whom are facing (or 
fleeing) the most severe aspects of 
industrial expansion. Over the long 
haul, building these relationships 
is a strong step in obstructing the 
system's trajectory. 

Perhaps the most treacherous 
pitfall to avoid is the tendency 
toward vanguardist, elitist or pu
ritanical attitudes. This has been 
pointed out in recent instances, 
where actiyist rhetoric claims to 
have the only path to total libera
tion. Thinking strategically can be 
confusing and overwhelmiug, and 
is inclined to elicit some legitimate 
critiques. Our best choice is to work 
through any critiques by listening 

to and supporting each 
other, and by looking to 
the Earth for guidance. 

Moving Toward 
Action 

We are already begin-
ning to see ·examples of 

-g. anti-infrastructure projects 
s popping .up in EF! circles. 
~ Rising Tide, Root Force, 
i Roadblock EF!, EF!ers in 
" -~ Vermontfightingthattruck 
"' stop and EF!ers in Florida 

fighting power plants have 
all included anti-infra

structure analysis in their efforts. By 
pushing the message of stopping in
dustrial expansion through bold and 
inspif4lg actions, we can move en
vironmentalists, farmers and neigh
borhood groups to begin opposing 
roads,· dams and power plants. 

We are onto something, but we 
have to continue to arti,culate· .and 
evolve our visions an<;l aspirations. 
Most importantly, we have to com

. municate them through action. 
We're not just looking to defend, 
restore and reWild natural areas; we 
are aiming to undermine industrial
ism entirely, while we heal--and re
connect ourselves in the process . . 

Allapattah, according to Florida 
cracker. fiction writer Patrick Smith, 
is a Seminole word meaning "the end 
of all things." It is also the Seminole 
word for the alligators of the south
em Everglades. 

The '(iemonstrators, cel~brat
ing their dedication to shut: 
ting down HLS, were greeted 
by local folks who cheered, 

; clapped and raised their fists 
in support, as the march wove ' 
through-town and proceeded to 
the gates of the HLS laboratory. 
The rally began with a series 
of speeches urging people to 
keep up the fight. By dusk, the 
air was filled with the sounds 
of megaphones, sirens, voices, 
whistles . and drums as people 
vented their grief and anger at 
the atrocities committed within 
~e walls before them. 

Wachovia Bank and 
Friends Drop HLS 

Recent months have seen 
an 1ncrease in direct action 
against Wachovia Bank and 
other shareholders of HLS. In · 
Brea, California, on November 
13, a message reading "Cut 
your ties with HLS" was paint
ed in red on the front of a Wa
chovia branch. 

In Los Angeles, on November 
19, the Animal Liberation Front 
(ALF) jammed superglue into 
the card access slot at the entry 
gate of a Wachovia satellite of
fice and attached a small sign 
that read; "Wachovia tortures , 
animals. Drop HLS, assholes." 

9n Noyember 20, Wachovia 
Bank, 'the insurance company 
AXA and · the investment firm 
Rathbone Brothers· announc~d 

' that they had sold all of their 
shares of HlS. Wachovia 

were HLS's .sec9nd- ... 
shareh9lders .. · · 
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BY NON SERVIUM 

On November 7-11, more than 
500 people gathered at the US
Mexico border between Calexico, . 
California and Mexicali, Baja Cali
fornia, for the first ever No Borders 
Camp on Turtle Island. The camp 
was meant to be a temporary auton
omous zone, networking forum and 
manifestation of resistance against 
the border regime and its concur
rent violence against people and 
the planet. ~ 

The idea for the camp came from 
efforts to develop a No Borders net
work in North America. Workshops, 
meetings and encuentros (consultas) 
took place throughout 2006 and 
2007, in various locations (includ
ing San Diego, Tucson, Mazatlan, 
the Zapatista Intergalaktica in Chi
apas, the US Social Forum in Atlanta 
and the Earth First! Rendezvous in 
Indiana) in order to plan the camp 
and catalyze this network. Similar 
No Borders camps have been tak
ing place across Europe, Africa and 
Oceania since the late 1990s. 

Building and defending the 
c'amp began on November 7, with 
a march on both.sides of the bor
der to the campsite about three 
miles east of downtown Calexico/ 
Mexicali. Along the way, roads 
were blocked on the Calexico side 
by the US Border Patrol (Ia migra). 
There were also unmarked ve
hicles tailing us and surveillance 
cameras on top of nearby build
ings. Despite this intimidation, 
energy was high as we shouted 
chants from one side of the wall 
to the other. Periodically, a black 
flag would surface over the border 
wall in Mexicali, to rousing cheers 
from the Calexico march. 

We were welcomed at the camp
site by dozens of migra, including 
numerous agents clad in riot gear, 
holding pepper-ball guns and what 
appeared to be sonic weapons. After 
abo~t a half-hour, it became clear 
that .they were most concerned with 
keeping our compaiier@s from Mexi
cali from joining us. A perimeter 
was built using fallen branches and 
debris, and we proceeded to set up 
camp. Within hours, the Calexico 
side had a community kitchen, wa
ter, latrines, communal shade struc
tures, an independent media center 
with wireless Internet and a pirate 
radio station. 

The campsite that we'd chosen was 
right at the space where the. walrends 
and the All-Ame.rican Canal ~gins, 
with a short vehicle barrier between 
the two. The area south of the canal, 
on the east side of the boundary wall, 
was technically US territory, thus cre
ating a constant threat t:bat either side 
could be attacked by la migra at any 
time. At first, la migra concentrated 
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at the vehicle barrier, preventing ac
cess between the east (Mexicali) and 
west (Calexico) sides of the camp. La 
migra would allow people to go from 
the west to the east side, but would 
not allow people to come back. 
. On the morning of November 9, 
we decided to occupy the vehicle 
barrier by moving en masse around 
it and serving breakfast across the 
border. A group of kids with a break
fast table locked down to block la 
migra's vehicle access, while dozens 
of people moved to fill in the space 
between. La migra responded by 
deploying dozens of a~ents in riot 
gear-about 15 of whom crossed 
in formation into the east side of 
the camp, where folks kept their 
distance and remained tranquil. 
Finally, after a tense standoff and 
negotiation with la migra, we were 
able to unify the _two sides of the 
camp, as well as limit la migra's ac
cess to our compaiier@s. 

Later that day, about' 200 people 
marched to the· Immigration 'and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) Deten
tion Center in El Centro, California. 
This is one of the largest detention 
centers in the country. Hundreds of 

children, women and men are in
terned there awaiting immigration 
hearings and deportation. Although 

. there were scores oflaw enforcement 
amassed in the area, they kept their 
distance as protesters redecorated 
the signs in front, took over all six 
lanes of traffic nearby, rempved the 
visual barriers from the surround
ing chain-link fence and made a 
humongous ruckus to let the folks 
on lockdown inside know we were 
out there to support them. 

On November 10, a march and 
memorial traveled to the Holtville 
Cemetery, where more than · 600 
migrants who've died in the nearby 
desert are buried. The groundskee
pers have instructions to remove 
anything memorializing those bur
ied within (flowers, crosses, etc.) 
and to pile these in an adjacent 
ditch. It was here that we saw the 
human toll of border militarization 

in its stark reality, with rows upon The Mexicali side of the camp had 
rows of gravesites with nothing to a slightly more mellow tone than the 
mark those within except a small Calexico side, due partially to small
brick with the word "desconocido" er numbers. A lot of human energy 
("unknown"). went into sustaining and maintain-

There were lots of other events ing the camp. There were folks from 
all week long on both sides of a handful of differ~nt countries and 
the camp. The . border wall was indigenous communities, as well as 
thoroughly redecorated; with one person who rode a bike 1,5QO 
gorgeous murals and profane miles to be there. At times, the pro
statements against the organized cess was challenging, as people ad
violence that the wall represents . justed to changes in circumstances 
Among the workshops were a (dust storms or la migra posturing) or 
presentation by the Beehive Col- changes in numbers as campers from 
lective, a forum about I-69, a the Calexico side came over. There 
hands-on audio/radio training, were a number of bilingual trainings 
a street medic training, a discus- · and workshops, but fewer large, orga
sion about consent and -dealing nized actions occurred specifically on 
with sexual violence in radical the Mexicali side of the catpp. 
communities, resistance in Oax- Still, some of the· most inspiring 
aca, and at least three different moments occurred when actions 
wbrkshops and discussions about . were happening simultaneously on 
the environmental impacts o't . both sides of the wall. It would be 
militarization and neoliberal.de- difficult not to be moved by cross
velopment in the borderlands. 
There were also a number of cul-
tural events, including · videos 
and slideshows projected against 
the wall and from one side to the 
other, a transnational "freedom 
of movement" dance party, a 

Activists show their opposition to the bo_rder. 

florescent exercise bloc, musical 
performances, puppets, samba 
and more. 

All of the logistics of the camp were 
self-organized in teams (comisiones), 
including translation, security, sani
tation, health and wellness, indepen
dent media and legal support. One 
critidsm of the camp was about the 
impact of so many people gathering 
in the rniddie of a fragile desert land
scape. Not to shame the US side of 
the camp, but the environmental im- · 
pact of the camp on the Me.xican side 
was far lower, owing to a more thor
ough clean-up and a large, combined 
humanure/food-waste compost. Still, 
any impact from the camp was miti
gated by the fact that the land we 
were on is run with drag lines (for 
tracJdng) every day by la migra, not 
to mention all of the other environ
mental impacts of ·ongoing border 
militarization. 

border can-and-response chants like, 
"Queremos Un JM fmdo" ("We Want 
One World") on one side, followed 
by, "Sin Fronteras!" ("Without ,Bor
ders!") on the other. Communica
tion was maintained in spite of the 
wall-either over it by people atop 
ladders or face to face at the vehi

--cle. gate. The resources shared and 
frieiidships forged were testaments 

. to the camp's overall success. This is 
not to say tnat we thoroughly and 
finally dismantled the internal, ab
stract borders that separate us, but 
that the spirit of camaraderie and 
solidarity was undeniable from the 
Me.xicali side. 

The construction of the border 
wall has had a tremendous impact 
on ecosystems and ecological cor
ridors in Arizona, California, New 
MeXico and Texas. Numerous spe
cies that have historically migrated 
across what is today the interna
tional boundary have been cut off 
from their habitat, separating pop
ulations from one another and de
pleting genetic diversity. Lands that 
once were set aside for conserva
tion have become a war zone, with 
thousands of federal agents, motor
ized vehicles, heavy equjpment and 
enforcement infrastructure tearing 

· apart desert, mountchn and riparian 
. ecosystems. 

The wall has already been par
tially constructed through the San 
Pedro River Valley and the Bue
nos Aires National Wildlife Ref
uge: The Secure Fence Act of 2006 
mandated that the· Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) build 
up to 700 miles of physical barri
ers a.!Qng the international bound
ary. Iri November, DHS released an 
Environmental Impact Statement 
for the construction of 70 miles 
of border wall in south Texas, 
without having completed any 
engineering or biological s'irveys. · 



Only two public meetings have 
been planned before the project is 
railroaded forward. 

In 2007, more than 70 miles of 
border wall were constructed in 
California and Arizona. DHS has 
announced plans to complete more 
than 330 miles of wall by the end o( 
2008, through areas including Organ 
Pipe Cactus National Monument, 
Cabeza Prieta National Monument, · 
Santa Ana Nation~l Wildlife Refuge, 
Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley State Park 
and World Birding Center, and Sabal 
Palm Audubon Sanctuary. Groups 
that are organizing against the wall 
include the Texas No Border Wall 
Coalition and Tohono O'odham 
Voices Against the Wall. 

able to fish in their traditional wa
terways due to industrial pollution 
.from Mexicali. · 

Free ·trade and environmental 
contamination, piled onto prob
lems of organized crime, a lack of 
social infrastructure, and a culture 
of impunity related to public of
ficials and law enforcement create 
a chaotic environment along the 
border, rife with social and environ
mental injustice and the systematic 
violation of people's human and 
political rights. The femicides in 
Ciudad Juarez and the complicity 

a lot of people on the west side pre-existing conditions. While 
of the camp crossed over to the in detention, they were denied 
east side. The march retained a medical treatment despite re
festive spirit; when we arrived at . peated attempts to obtain it by 
the downtown port of entry, folks doctors, attorneys and the de
began playing volleyball back - tainees themselves. This ex'peri
and forth over the wall and con- ence is shared on a daily basis 
tinued drumming and chanting. by thousands of detainees in the 
People in Mexicali began a "die- borderlands who, after as long 
in," blocking traffic through the as six or seven days in the des
port for brief periods of time, as ert, are denied medical care de
others walked around to talk to spite suffering from severe heat 
passersby about the demonstra- exhaus.tion, dehydration, and 
tion, the camp . and the reasons other injuries and illnesses . Ruiz, 
why we were- there . A few people a Colombian citizen who faces 

deportation if convicted of his 
charges, is a· classic example: He 
has been charged with assault af
ter being brutalized at the hands 
of the Border Patrol. 

Despite the violent repression on 
th~ last day of the camp, as well 
as other mistakes made through
out the week, we succeeded in re
claiming and holding a space that 
has too long been one of violence · 
and death. We built relationships 
and resistance across borders, tak
ing a leap forward in our struggle 

The violence that is inflicted on 
the Earth by the border is a mirror 
of the violence inflicted on people. 
One of the focal points of resis
tance against the wall construction 
has been the Tohono O'odham Na
tion, whose traditional lands have 
been bisected by the international 
boundary and who endure constant 
harassment by Border Patrol agents 
occupying their land and communi
ties. O'odham organizers hosted the 
second Indigenous Border Summit 

A scene from the November 11 march agains.t the·bord_:r 

· to tear down the walls that sur
round us. Together, we created an 
autonomous space-an experiment 
in what it would be like to live in 
a world without borders, capitalism 
and the arbitrary separations within 
an9 between us. 

of the Americas at the same time of the US border agents in the drug 
as the No Borders Camp, including trade are examples of this. 
representatives from 19 different in- Over the past 10 years, more than 
digenous ,nations from across Tuttle 4,000 people have died while at
Island who are affected by borders tempting to cross through the bar
and the militarization they bring. derlands. In Fiscal Year 2006 alone, 

A major force driving migration more than 195,000 people across 
from Mexico, Central America and the US were kidnapped by ICE, torn 
elsewhere ·into the US and Canada from their families and communi
has been the impact of neoliberal ties, detained an_d deported: This 
globalization on indigenous com- modern-day ethnic cleansing is le
munities and subsistence farmers, gitimized in the name of the Home
who've had their livelihoods and , land Security state. It is part of the 
communities . gestroyed and have ongoing repression and mifitariza
gone north searching for work. This tion of daily life, as reflected in the 
economic violence is concentrated Greer) Scare and the criminalization 
in the bordeda.nds, where maquila- 1 . of dissent'. 
doras assembling consumer goods On the last day of the camp, 
bound for the US market employ thi~ v!olence was inflicted directly 
workers for $6 a day, while dump- upon us. To end the camp, we or
ing indus~al chemicals in nearby ganized a binational march back 
waterways. The result is some of from the campsite to downtown 
the hjghest rates of cancer, lupus Calexico/Mexicali. ijy this time, 
and other diseases in the world. A many people had started head
member of the Cucupa Nation who ing home, leaving much lower 
attended the camp in Mexicali gave numbers than days before. Think
a talk _about how they are no longer · ing that things would be mellow, 

tried to start a binational kissing 
booth through a hole in the bor-
der wall. · · 

After about 30 minutes, la migra 
began to move into the area. 
Soon we were flanked on all sides. 
Without warning and without an 
order to disperse, about 100 migra 
attacked the crowd of about 40 
demonstrators, randomly injur
ing people with pepper-ball guns 
and batons, tackling, isolating 
and beating individuals . When 
small groups of demonstrators at- · 
tempted to leave the area, they 

· were folloWed, surrounded and 
assaulted again. In all, about 30 
people were detained and then 
allowed to leave, five at a time . 
Three people were arrested, one 
of whom, Juan Ruiz, is currently 
facing charges of assault on a.fed
eral officer. 

All three people who were ar
rested were severely beaten 
and in need of medical atten
tion-including medication for 

Prior to th~ attack by la migra 
at the closing march, I walked 
around downtown Calexico, 
speaking with passersby about 
the .demonstration and our rea
sons for being there. People talked 
about their families divided by the · 
wall, working in the fields and fac
tories of the US, being arbitrarily 
stopped and searched by la migra. 
I respcinded, "This is why we are 
here: to speak out against these 
borders, these walls, to struggle on 
both sides together. Es decir que, 
algun dia, el muro va a caer. (It is to 
say that, one day, these walls will . 
come down.)" Invariably, when
ever I said this, whomever I said 
it to would grin, and a glint would 
shine in their eyes. 

To find out more about the camp 
and ways to support Juan Ruiz, visit 
www.noborderscamp.org. 

No Borders! Earth First! ,Throws Down! 
- 0 • 

syNB!EF! 

In the early,morning hours of November 11, No 
Borders! Earth First! sent a clear message to the 
El Centro, California, office of Granite Construc
tion Company: The continued construction of 
·the US-Mexico border wall will not be tolerated. 
The activists hung one banner reading "Save 'the 
San Pedro!" on Granite Construction's entrance 
gate, and another banner that read "Stop, Building 
a Wall of Death" was 'unfurled from the. building's 
roof. Activists also wheat-pasted a messag.e to 
the company on its front door, demanding that 
it halt construction on seven miles of the border 
wall, which will cut through the San Pedro Na
tional Conservation Area in the Southern Arizona 
desert. Locks on the front door and entrance gate 
were jammed with glue, and the gate was immo
bilized with epoxy. 

Activists also "replanted" discarded memori
als from Holtville Cemetery in front of" Granite's 

hIt , . 
0 - ... 

office. ·Holtville Cemetery ho~ses hundreds of 
unidentified migrant graves for those who ha~e 
died trying to cross the US-Mexico border. Flow
ers, crosses, wreaths and other memorials are re
moved regularly by officials. Activists reclaimed 
a discarded headstone and attached it securely to 
the office's frqnt step. 

The San Pedro is one of the most important 
riparian areas in the US. It is home to 84 species 
of mammals (including the federally endangered 
jaguar), 14 species of fish, 41 species of reptiles 
and amphibians, and 100 species of breeding 
birds. It also proVides invaluable habitat for 
250 species of migrant and wintering birds, and 
contains archaeologiGal sites representing the 
remains of human occupation from as .early as 
11,200 years ago. 

In October, Homeland Security Cbief Mi
chael Chertoff, ·using powers given to him by 
the ZOOS ·Real ID Act, suspended 19 Arizona 
laws that P.rotected the San Pedro region from 

' ; 

border construction. The Sierra Club and De
fenders of Wildlife have filed lawsuits to stop 
the project, but Granite Construction, with its 
multimillion-dollar, publicly-funded contract, 
has not halted. 

The wall through San Pedto would extend 
nearly 30 miles of existing border barriers near 
Do~glas, Arizona, in what has become the na
tion's busiest corridor for undocumented bor
der crossiqgs. As a result, tens of thousands of 
migrants would be pushed into longer, more 

. dangerous desert crossings in an area where 
death is already a major risk. A recent study re
leased by the University of Arizona found th~t 
the post-1994 policy of "preyention through 
deterrence," including building border walls, 
increased migrant deaths ·by 2,000 percent be.
tween 1994 and 2005. ·No Borders! Earth First! 
has promised not to let Granite Construction 
Company forget or overlook the people and the. 
ecosystem it is killing. 
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Grenade Attack on 
Mexican Consulate 

Early in the morning of October 29, an un
known bicyclist threw an improvised hand 
grenade at the Mexican consulate in ·New 
York City, shattering the building's windows 
and waking neighbors. No one was injured. 
New York police detectives reported that sur
veillance footage shows what appears to be 
a man in his early 20s biking away from the 
crime scene at around 3:30 a.m. The consul
ate was shut down for the week for a com
plete investigation. 

towers in Israel has many people concerned about 
·the link between such towers and cancer. 

One Thousan9 SUVs Deflated 
This Fall has seeri a rise in vandalism against 

SUVs in Sweden, with more than 1,000 of these 
gas-guzzlers already targeted. A- decentralized 
group has claimed that it has let out the air from 
the SUVs' tires in order to discourage motorists 
from driving vehicles -that impact the environ
ment so heavily. Originally, the attacks.were cen
tered in Stockholm, but the fun has caught on all 
over the country. · 

In addition to deflating the tires, the assailants 
have also left notes on the SUVs, warning. the 
drivers against continuing their wasteful ways. 

The "bombing" took place close to the one
year anniversary of the murder of Brad'Will, 
an American journalist and longtime EF!er, 
who was reporting on the popular uprising 
in OaXaca, Mexico (see EF!J January-February Up the Ducks! 
2007). Will's murderers have been identified · Nighttime gardeners visited the Warringah 
as members of local security forces. Police re- Golf Club in Sydney, Australia, on the night of 
fused to comment on whether they consid- _ November 22, digging holes and W:reaking ex-
erect the attack to be related. tensive damage to seven pu~ng greens. 

The -vandalism was an act of revenge against 
the golf club, which had. hired marksmen to 
shoot the native wood ducks who like to land on 
the course. The ducks make small holes in the 
turf to forage for food and are considered pests 
by the golfers. Many of the club's neighbors ex
pressed sympathy with ~he note left by the noc
turnal gard~ners, which stated, "Warning! You 
bastards kill one -bird, and we will destroy all 
your greens at our leisure. We will be watching 
and waiting." 

flooded the scientist's Beverley Hills home by 
breaking a few front windows·and turning on a 
garden hose they had placed inside the house. 

The group issued a communique, which states 
that London ha·d been targeted for her leader
ship in research that injects lambs with cocaine, 
and addicts primates to methamphetamines and 
nicotine. -

The communique also mentions that the ac
tivists had originally wanted to employ arson 
but were worried about unintentionally starting 
a wildfire-a very real concern in southern Cali
fornia this time of year. 

Anti-War Activists 
Blockade Olympia Port 

For two weeks in early November, hundreds of 
activists blockaded the port of Olympia, Washing
ton, to stop a shipment of military vehicles from 
being unloaded. The vehicles are intended for use 

· in the Iraq War but are being refurbished at a mili
tary installation near Olympia. The Port Milita
rization Resistance (PMR), a network of activists 
dedicated to fighting the growing militarization· 
of Olympia's ports, helped .. organize the actions. 

The activities started on November 7, with 
more than 100 people blocking the streets 
nearest to the port to prevent the 'unloading of 
vehicles. Police cleared the streets with force, ar
resting and beating a number of people. 

The next big day of action was November 9, 
when different groups employed a diversity of 
tactic;s to block the port. At one exit, about 60 
people stopped a truck by lying in front of it. · 

The Great Pu·erto Rican Kayak Escape . The other exit was sealed by a blockade. Activ- . 
·Since July, Puerto Rican activists have been ists successfully stopped all military equipment 

camped out at a beach in Sanjuan, in an attempt from leavin'g or entering the port for more than 
to stop a hotel development by Paseo Caribe. 17 hours, until police eventually pushed people 
The development would block public access to off th~ lines. 
the beach. A similar system of soft and hard blockades . 

One of the activists, known as Tito Kayal<, was employed 011 November 13, shutting down 
scaled a construction crane on November 6,, to the ·:Qlilitary trans·pqrts for half of the day. A 
halt work on the development. The action soon ra lly .of about 200 supporters came to show 
developed into . a weeklong "crane~sit," with solidarity with those physically resisting the 

Mine Site Sabotaged in Virginia dozens of supporters coming out daily. Finally, transports. In the middle of this rally, a soldier 
Workers at a mountaintop removal coal police tried to apprehend -Kayak on the night actually walked out of the port, saying he was 

mine in Wise County, Virginia, were sur- . of November 13, but they were bitterly disap- against the war and refused to transport war 
prised when they arrived at work on Sep- pointed. While a large number of Puerto Rican Nuipment. 
tem~er 24, and found that a drilling rig Special Forces police watched from the land, · After 10 days of resistance, it looks like the mil
would not start. Soon, the miners noticed sea and air, Tito Kayak repelled down from his itary 'will not use ~the port of Olympia again for 
that their, "Terex" ecirth mover, was also sig- per<:,_h. Fellow activists assisted him int.o a kay:al<, mili~zy shipments-at least while the Ira,q War 
nific~ptly ·damaged arid called the sheriff's ""~:04 he quiclcly paddled away: , ,, 'L · is uri~e~ way. i)' : 
departme!!t: Investigators said that the'sabo- · · Police on }et skis and .in two,helicopters, ~tre ' 
teurs' had fOCU~~c,i On the engine, hydtaU~.i~S iil'hOt _I!tirSUit1but tJl.eagiji~t~ bUtS~~eittff~m., 

'~" ~nd eLec~cai "system o~ th~. Terex, wli_lch · In a ~11-dioreograph~~:f;p~;"Kayft swj,t,ched 
'sust~iae~ $100,opo indamag~. ,, " places With-.:a look.:alike~.urider~a bridge 'aii(fes- . · 

The ~Committee . to Defend the Land and cape.d<while.police chased; detamed apd t.trihapr :1\ 
People claimed the action in a coiilihuniqu~: pily released the fake Tito Kayak. 

uln . celebratiOQ of tl!e Fall.Equinox... we 
sabotaged O:Q,e'<Wlt ni two D11R caterpillar 
bul!dozers and a goliath Terex earth mover. 

":·We have watched Jhe oldest mountains· on . 
• Earth be des!foye~ by greedy coal co,mpan,es. 

This is CUl.:la§saulton the,•peo.ple of Appalachia 
.and the land we depend on fur life: TQ.e coal 
companies have rape<l and pillaged 'the land 
and people of-these moUntains for more than 
100 years. To destroy these beautiful moun
tains for the sake of COal is a crime .. Tf.ds dev
astation must come to an end." 

' 
Israeli Cell-Phone Tower Vandalized 

Riots broke out on Octobe'f 30, irl the Is
raeli Arab community of Pekiin, when police 
tried to arrest a persop suspected of vandal
izing a local cell-phone tower. Resjdents 
were, able to successfully drive the police out 
with rocks, but not before one villager was 

BP Exeeutive Pi~d~ .·· , '··, + .. .,. 
A .biofuelS conference;'- held m 'the ·OK and 

sponsored by energy COQlpany l}P (formerly Bat
ish Peuoleilm), was disrupted by pie7wielding 
protesters .on 0<;tober ·17; ,BP's:bipfuels director; 
Olivet Mace, was confronted by a ctowo of .activ
ists wlio sw:armed,the st.ilge, with one tossing a 
cream pie at tlfe director. At the;samt: tittle ~.the 

· pie attack, another demonstrator locked down 
to the podium and told the audience, "We need 
to reduce our consumption now; technological 
fixes are not the ~mswer!" Someone then set off 
a tire alarm, causing the conference to come to 
total halt . . · 

Later, an activist group called Eastside Climate 
Action held a press conference, aiticizing BP and 
other multinationals for corporate green washing 
of c.Umate change: "Biofuels are not part of the 
solution; they are part qfthe problem/' · 

reportedly shot. 
. Community leaders in Pekiin have said that ALF TargetS UCLA Vivisector : 
.• there are more than 100 cases of cancer · Edythe London; a primate researcher at the 
. · that' they attribute tq the tower, and the own- University of California-Los Angeles, was paid a 
-. er had been repeatedly asked to take it down ~ visit bf. unexpected guests on ilie night of Octo
~- tp no avail. The~ proliferation of cell .. pho:pe ' ~ 10: Animal Liberation . Front (AU) 'acti~tS "'' · 

.. ;. 



ANTI· MOUNTAINTOP REMOVAL ACTIVIST IN DANGER 
BY MARIA GUNNOE 

On September 19, Ohio Valley Environmental 
Coalition (OVEC) members had a meeting on the 
proposed valley fill that a local coal company wants 
to put_ in Dry Branch H~llow in Bim, West Virginia. 
This meeting was meant to engage local ·people in 
the legal battle to stop the fill. The meeting was held 
near my home, in a community building in Whar
ton, that I had rented for the evening in OVEC's 
name. The meeting was due to start at 6 p.m. About 
half an hour prior, disgruntled workers from the 
coal company started gathering in the parking lot. 
Within 15 minutes, the workers had filled the park
ing lot, blocking all parking areas so that commu
nity members coming to the meeting had no choice 
but to pass by. 

Sfnce then, there have been 
many threats on the safety 
of my family in our home. 
There was a young coal com
pany employee who said to 
a friend, "It's odd sometimes 

·how houses just catch on fire 
and people die in them." The 
workers have organized at a 
local convenience store to 
help garner -support for their 
jobs. They have started peti
tions and posted a four-by
eight-foot letter on the front 
of the building that blames 
me for the loss of their jobs 
and refers to people who 

Gunnoe testifies about the· impacts of coal at the United Nations in 2006. 

I went to the parking lot to ask these men 
~ to allow people to park, and things started 

getting ugly. The workers literally surrounded 
Jim Foster, an OVEC member and retired deep 
miner, and screamed at him, calling him stu
pid and instigating anger in a 79-year-old man 
with heart problems. 

don't want this valley fill as idiots who think 
rocks and trees are more important than jobs. 
The problem is that this store is also my chil
dren's bus stop and where our post office is. So, 
it is not a place that I can ~void. 

am afraid to go lie down. I am afraid they will 
burn us up in our home while we sleep." 

I am very concerned for our safety at this 
point. A judge recently ruled in our favor. Now, 
these men are likely to get laid off. This is where 
it will start getting really serious. The workers 
are brainwashed by the company to believe that 
their jobs are more important thari our lives. I 
was asked, "Why don't you just leave?" This is 
what they want. They want me out of here for 
many reasons, but the main reason they want me 
out is because I am successful in organizing the 
community members here to fight their activi
ties. I live on the property my family has owned 
for ages. I refuse to give up the only memories I 
have of my family. The company wants me out 
at all costs. I refuse to go-dead or alive. 

The workers were very intimidating and made 
verbal threats against me and other OVEC mem
bers. Some of the workers were drunk, and all 
were out of control. At 6 p.m., when the meeting 
was due to start, the mass of workers came cr~sh
ing into the building. My co-worker and I were 
literally pushed out of the doorway. 

There's a man who rides an ATV past my home 
in the wee hours of the morning. One time, he 
was followed after passing by the last time and 

· drove straight to th~ mine office. Another time, 
in the middle of the ]light, there were about 15 
workers who walked ori a railroad track that runs 
by my house. After the threats that they made, 
I was very unsure of what would develop from 
this organized walk by my home. 

My 13-year-old daughter also attended this 
meeting and became upset enough to start cry
lng. One of the workers had the audacity to wink 
at her. _Eventually, the inv<;iding workers to<;>k ev
ery seat in the building and shut down the q1eet
ing. We decided to continue the meeting at the 
end of a nearby road. 

In response to these threats, I have people 
helping to guard my property around the clock. 
They watch over my home while I am working 
and sleeping. I am also in the process of getting 
video cameras set up around my house. This has 
beco{lle a very real threat to my family. My son 
looked at me the other night and said, "Mom, I 

Maria Gunnoe is currently raising money to pay 
for security at her house. For more information or 
to make a donation, contact POB 46, Bob White, 
WV25028. . 

Bulgarian F_orest Defenders Threatened 
BY KATHERINE CHANDLER 

On October 27, an awareness
raising action at Rila National Park 
that was conducted by Za Zemiata, 
an organization for the protection 
of the Bulgarian environment, was 
stopped by a group of thugs. Armed 
with guns and knives, the hoodlums 
arrived en masse at the Panichishte 

' visitor information center; where Za 
Zemiata members and concerned 
Citizens were giving information t_o 
passing cars about an illegal ski de
velopment occurring in and around 
park boundaries. Za . Zerriiata ·also 
tried to halt a shipment of construc
tion equipment to the atea, but the 
small group of env!ronmentalists 
wasn't able to stop the bulldozers 
and machinery. , 

"We'll_ kill you," shouted one 
of the assailants; "brandishing his 
weapon and true~teningthe group. 
Fortunately, the-. threal was hollow,. 
and the action's participants were · 
merely forced to a nearby parking 
lot. When police arrived on the 
scene, nothing was said to the at
tackers. Instead, environmentalists . 

. were warned that, "Next time, [the 
police] might snow up too late." 
The threat was .clear. The police 
helped the thugs force the activ
ists back into theii: vehicles, and in 
t~e process, one activist received a 
concussion. 

When I arrived in Bulgatia, just 
four days prior, local environmen
tal activists had warned me that 
the situation was critical. How
ever, r was not prepared for what 

happened at the Panichishte visi
tor center. 

The leafleting was <;>rganized to 
protest th~ ·M,inistry of the Environ
ment's decision to e·xclude the Rila 
Buffer Zone from the_ international 
biodiversity network NATURA 2000. 
Despite ample scientific evidence for 
its inclusion, the area did not appear 
on the final list. Instead, members of 
the ·Environmental Ministry main
tained that developers' interests were 
of "national priority," apparently 
taking precedence over . European 
laws to prevent biodiversity loss. 

This decision follows a long list 
of enVironmental oversights in the 
Rila Mountain area. In September, 
construction of a new ski area began 
without a permit. The ·park's chalets 
and lodges, allegedly acquired un
der coercion from a nearby tourist 
cooperative, are being transformed 

. into hotels and condominiums. 
Paths that are marked as trails on 
the national park map are. now 

A forest in Bulgaria 

roads. Trucks speed down from the 
mountaintops, hauling away timber · 
cudo make way for ski slopes. 

The construction project · is 
an initiative of Rila Sport, an af
filiate of the offshore firm Real 
Stone Trading Business Corpora
-tion'. Tihomir Trendafilov, head 
·of the company, refuses to name 
the consortium of investors that 
he says will spend $150 million 
developing Rila. Local support for 
the project comes from Sasho Iva
nov, the mayor ·of the nearby mu
nicipality. His government sold -so 
acres of land to Rila Sport in 2006, 
for a supposed $2 million. In a 
shady move, the land was only of
fered to Rila Sport and not at pub
lic auction. Additionally, the areas 

_bordering th,e National Park were 
. never. environmentally assessed, 
and the terms of the sale were 
never made public. 

Rila National Park is a certified 
Protected Area Network park. It 

achieved this internationally rec
ognized, independent standard in 
2005. The national park accom
plished this under the directorship 
of Vasil Petrov, who was fired from 
his post in early 2007. Many specu
late that his removal was caused by · 
his opposition to the ski area de
velopment. 

Rila · National Park personnel 
expressed uncertaint¥ about fu
ture plans. "It's a big problem," 
said a local ranger. "J;lefore, there 
was hiking. Now, Jeeps!" There are 

_ prajects around the area that are 
planned in regions formerly pro
tected· for biodiversity. Potential 
foreign buyers are largely unaware 
that these developments are in 
protected areas . 

This past Fall, the Bulgarian Min
istry of the Environment fined 
the local government more than 
$7,000 for illegal road c~mstruction. 
Katerina Rakovska, . protected areas 
officer for the World Wildlife Fund 
in Bulgaria, called this the weakes.t 
possible sanction. "All of the pro_j_
ects are going forward without nec
essary permission," she said. -

"All that we ask for is compliance 
with the -Bulgarian environmental 
laws and inclusion-of the Rila Buffer 
zone in the NATURA 2000 network 
of protected territories. Authori
ties have taken no action against 
the illegal logging or the ongoing 
construction of roads and chair lifts 
near Panichishte," explained Tsveta 
Hristova of Za Zemiata . 

For more information and to sign a 
petition, visit, www.forthertature.org. 
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Ever ades U prisin 
Er\RTti FIRST! OROJ\t~I~ERS~ corrFEREt~CE At~D Wlt~TER REtUlEZ'VOUS 

FEBRUARY 14-18 * PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BY EVERGLADES EF! 

It's been almost 500 years since Florida's coast 
was "discovered" by conquistadors and coloniz
ers. It took another 300 years before Empire was 
able to penetrate and subjugate most of the vast, 
wild swampland and the communities in resis
tance who sought refuge there. Today, the fight 
for land and freedom-and for the survival of 
the Earth itself-is in our hands. It's time for a 
new wave of rebellion in the Everglades. 

You're Invited! 
In 2006, the radical environmental movement 

met in Palm Beach County for the annual Earth 
First! Organizers' Conference (OC) and Winter 
Rendezvous. The gathering was not only a mem
orable moment in the history of the movement, 
but it also became part of an amazing story of 
victory over a sprawling corporate biotech night
mare-the 2000-acre Scripps Research Park
that was planned for the former orange grove 
next door to our campsite (see EF!J July-August 
2006). Now, another industrial monster is lurk
ing around the corner ... : 

Since the 2006 OC, EF!'s presence has grown 
in the Everglades, taking on other development 
issues; restoration politics and energy infrastruc
ture projects. Our actions have centered around 
the local battle against Florida Power and Light's 
West County Energy Center, a 3,800-megawatt 
gas-fired power plant in the Everglades Agricultur
al Area. This would be the third-largest fossil fuel 
power plant in the US, pumping out more than 
12 million tons of greenhouse gases. It would 
sit in the middle of a giant, scandal-ridden rock 
mine, on the edge of an "Everglades restoration" 
reservoir, 1,000 feet from the Arthur R. Marshall 
Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge. If com
pleted, the plant would store 12.6 million gallons 
of diesel on site to be burned as "back-up" fuel. It 
would also require a deep-well injection system 
that would dump more then seven billion gallons 
of wastewater underground every year and a new 
high -pressure gas pipeline that would run 34 miles 
through wildlife areas. Both of these components 
of the plant have yet to receive permits. Still, this 
plant is currently under construction-despite 
the growing public outrage, pending lawsuits and 
the lack of essential permits. 

Plus, while you all might be hibernating in 
your caves up north, we are in our active season 
here in subtropical South Florida. We'd love for 
all of you outta-towners to come see it for your
self. If you will need travel assistance to ·get a 
representative from your bioregion or campaign 
here, let us know. 

Also, we could use extra funds to offer travel 
assistance to those who need it. This is an im
portant part of bringing older EF!ers, interna
tional people and musicians down. Please help 
if you can! 

What to Bring 
Bring whatever you need for five days of camp

ing, hiking and swimming in mild weather; food 
and water to contriJ:>ute to a community kitcqen; 
literature and information from campaigns and 
projects in your bioregion; ideas for workshops 
and discussions; music, poems and rants; enthu
siasm and props for post-camp actions (and extra 
time, if you can spare it); and money (for a sug
gested $25-$50 donation) to contribute to camp 
planning for this year and next. 

We are planning to have medics, a mediation 
team and childcare available. If you intend to 
utilize these, are able to contribute to. them or 
have any other needs we should know about, 
please contact us. 

Some Guidelines 
Don't bring drugs, alcohol. or weapons. The 

camping area prohibits these things, and we ex
pect plenty of surveillance. In addition, no abuse 
or assault will be tolerated. If you or someone 
you know has a history of violence or violation, 
or are in a current conflict that puts the gather
ing's safety at risk, please let the mediation team 
know ASAP. Also, please don't bring your dogs. 

The Night to Howl: 
Wednesday, February 13 . 

This will be a special gift for y'all who show 
up early! In the afternoon and evening, we will 
hold a local Night to Howl in town, near a beach, 
featuring some amazing musicians from around 
the country and beyond, such as: Sobreviven
cia (Guatemala),. Blackbird Raum (Santa Cruz, 
California), Here's 'to lhe Longhaul (Appalachia), . 
Lars Din (Gainesville, Florida), Son Del Centro 

Location/Directions 
• (Los Angeles), South Florida United Queers and 

Trannies (So~UQT) and others. 
For those who like the comfort of familiarity 

and were here in 2006, you'll be ~eased to know 
that our gathering will be back at the JW Corbett 
Wildlife Management Area, Campsite P. Direc
tions are easy: Take I-95 to northern Palm geach 
County, exit at Northlake Boulevard and go west. 
Turn north on Seminole Pratt Whitney. Road and 
go until you can't anymore (about a mile down 
a dirt road). The Corbett "south check'' station 
will be on your left. Deposit $6 for a day pass, 
grab a map, and we'll see you at camp! ' 

For those who may want to see another part of 
the bioregion, there is a high likelihood that field 
trips can be arranged to other locations, such as 
the Loxahatchee River, the Everglades National 
Park, the Fakahatchee Strand, Big Cypress Pre
serve, and other natural areas in our swamps and 
coastal scrubland. 

About the OC/Rendezvous 
In previous years, the Winter Rendezvous has 

often been thought of as the "lesser" of the two 
annual get-togethers. There is typically a smaller 
crowd with a more focused agenda. While we 
don't intend to fully disrupt that tradition, we 
feel the shrinking pool of longtime EF! organizers 
showing up at gatherings necessitates a broader 
invitation to be put forth in the hopes of roping 
in mere folks, both newbies and old-timers, into 
the loose network of radical organizers. 
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The Organizers' Conference: 
Thursday and Friday, February 14-15 

The OC will begin early Thursday morning 
with a welcoming ceremony and introduction to 
the bioregion. This will be followed by a meet
ing to set times to discuss topics like the state of 
the movement, the .EF! Joumcll, prisoner support, 
the Green Scare/government repression, internal 
anti-oppression work, and strategies, tools and 
tactics for EF! campaigns. 

There are two concrete, movement-oriented 
tasks to bring input on. The first is helping to 
shape a new EF! primer. The last one is out of 
print. With this new prill}er, what improve
ments, updates and general revised changes 
do we want to see? The EF! Direct Action Man
ual also needs to be reprinted. This publica
tion has been out of circulation for far too 
long and sorely needs to be available again. 
What updates or changes need to be made? 
Are there new tactics to add? (For example, 
could anyone please explain that crazy new 
use for super glue that the Brits have 
pioneered?) Another propos
al for ·the OC is to have a 
focused discussion on 
vision and strategy in 
regard to the larger 
movem.ent, specifically 

asking how we will renew and reinspire our di
rect action culture. 

The Winter Rendezvous: 
Saturday and Sunday, February 16-17 

Technically, these days are known as the Win
ter Rendezvous. The camp's numbers typically 
swell and include lots more local folks. There will 
also be a broader range of workshops, skillshares 
and discussion groups. On Saturday night, there 
will be an EF! .rally with lots of music, poems 
and ranting. Sunday will have time dedicated to 
preparations for the week's actions. 

The. list of possible workshops includes: Cli
mate Change and Rising Tide; Everglades (Radi
cal) Restoration; Fighting Plum Creek in Maine; 
Stopping the Border Wall between the US and 
Mexico; Mountaintop Removal; Taking Back the 
Land; Wild/Edible Plant Walks; Ecofeminism; 
Crafting \'Vith Wild Materials; Art and Conserva
tion; Making Consent Sexy; Coastal and Marine 
Ecology; Challenging Oppression; Middle Eastern 
Environmental Issues; Direct Action and Your Le
gal Rights; Homonormality and the Gay;stream; 
Return of the Nuclear Nightmare; Root Force and 
Anti-Infrastructure Analysis; and more! 

Action(s)!: Monday, February 18 
On February 18, there will be a call for a coor

dinated civil disobedience action, the locations 
and specifics of which will be announced. later. 
(He he. Wouldn't you like to know?) While we do 
not seek a return to any "good ol' days" of mass 
actions, we recognize that pulling off openly · 
planned group actions involving everyone at a 
gathering can be empowering and inspiring for 
people-integrating local folks with travelers and 
broadening our movement's direct action skill
base. There has been a clear lack of these types 
of actions -at r~cent EF! gatherings. Perhaps, this 

_ Will be a healtfiy way to respond to the fear and 
distrust that has been m~nufactured by the gov
ernment's ongoing Green Scare repression. Our 
thought is that a more participatory direct ac
tion could nurture a broader culture of resistance 
which has been sparse lately. There has also been 
a local call for an all womyn's action. 

In addition, we encourage autonomous affin
ity group actions for those who come organized 
and prepared to take. the initiative. We can offer 
materials and information to groups that respect 
our basic guidelines and will reflect the message · 
of our call to action. 
. For more information, contact Everglades 
Earth First!, (561) 588-9666; ev~rgladesearthfirst 
@gmail.com; www.earthfirst2008oc.info. 



Shut Down Florida Power and Light 
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, February 18 will "! _ ----~~-~-=-~~--'~~~ politicians and 
: be a day of civil ~~'1Q;Y.~\"" .. s ·"J}Jw'~ l~;" If\'.:-. \ • 1 ~ • '""fr!J;rj~ environmental 
[ diso~edience for res-. ~~~2'~~~\1'~·~~~,,~ ,~ .. ;·~· ~'~~l,'fl;j: ~:~{\~,,\!-.groups have con-
i toratwn and sustam- ''l)ft\1~-t.:"~ '~ ~~ 10 f '~ ~~'(/~"'! ~ tinually attempted to 
: ability in the Everglades. ~~~ ~~ 1 , «f~ '\, ~<t"o' stifle all conventional, 
: No more fossil fuel or nuclear · legal means of opposition. We 
! energy! No more rock mining in the are taking it to the next level! 
! Everglades, and n.o more sprawl and corruption! The climate crisis facing the planet demands that 
: In the spirit of past movements for justice, ac- humanity stop all greenhouse gas emissions and 

· ! tivists from around the country will be in South begin restoring damaged ecosystems immediately. 
! Florida to put their bodies on the line to stop the Here in Palm Beas:h County, local activists are join
: illegal construction of a giant gas-burning power ing a global movement to take drastic actions to 
! plant across from the Loxahatchee National Wild- avert the worst disasters of human-cau.sed climate 
! life Refuge. Residents have petitioned, met with change and begin repairing what we have done to 
: elected officials, protested and filed lawsuits. Still, the Earth-for our own survival and for the future 
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n s Biotech-·R. · searc 

Although a massive battJe has been won, the 
fight against Scripps continues. The Biotech Insti
tute has settled in, with much smaller facilities~- at 
Florida Atlantic University's (FAU) North Campus. 
· But Scripps and Palm Beach County still have 

their ·eyes on the 600-acre .Briger Tract across 
from the campus. It is one of the few remaining 
substantial pin~-jlatwood and wetland habitats 

east of Interstate 95 in South Florida. It hosts 
rare ~nd threat~ned species, such as the gopher 
tortoise and-the· Florida pawpaw.' 

The FAU laboratories are known to conduct 
" ~nimal testing, al!d their primary contracts are 
through pharmaceutical giants and the Depart
ment of Defense. Expal).,ding these labs onto the 

· Briger land must not go unchallenged! 
\ ·t. J" ~ 

Earth First! is not an organization. There is 
no membership, no payment of dues and no 
board of directors. It is an idea-simple and s~lf
explanatory. We see EF! as a loose, amorphous 
global network-a movement of individuals .and 
collectives taking action in the defense of plan
etary life-support systems and communities that 
depend on them. We feel that it is not about put
ting concern for the environment over care for 
people. It is about recognizing that the way we 
treat the Earth reflects the way we treat .one an
other, that all life is connected and that defend
ing the Earth is a form of self-defense. 

The idea of puttit\g the Earth first has been 
planted in this subtropical corner of the US em
pire. The seeds sent up green shoots amid rubber 
bullets and riot cops during the Miam'i Free Trade 
Area of the Americas summit in 2003. It spreads 
its roots in the compost of urban community 
gardens. It nurtures Jts spirit in the sacred fire 
ceremonies of indigenous Mayan immigrants. It 
basks in the fury of our many hurricanes, cele
brating power outages and wandering unnoticed 
after curfew. It showed its first blossoms in the 
battle against coastal development, urban sprawl 
and corporate biotechnology. Now, it's begin
ning to bloom in the fight against the empire's 
energy infrastructure, which is ·encroaching into 
the Everglades bioregion. 

Everglades Earth First! is based in the place 
now known as southeast Florida. This area was 
inhabited ·by the Jobe, Ais, Jeaga, Tekesta and 
Calusa communities before colonization and 
conquest destroyed their coastal homes. Semi
noles and escaped slaves later inhabited the re
gion and fought for the land and their way of 
life. We find inspiration in the indigenous an
cestors of all lands and work in solidarity with 
native activists. 

' 
BY HOllE FREID 

The main focus of Everglades 
Earth Fiist! (EEF!) has been stopping 
the construction of a natural gas 
plant that Florida Power and Light 
(FPL) has proposed building less 
than a quarter mile away from the 
Arthur R. Marshall Loxahatachee 
National Wildlife Refuge in our cor
ner of South Florida (see EF!J May
June 2007) . 

Charlie Crist aren't likely to ad
mit. By fighting greenhouse gases, 
politicians get to look like they care· 

. about the environment-at a time 
wlien such a thing is considered 
chic. By switching from one form 
of toxic energy to another, industry 
giants such as FPL still get to make 
their money. Nuclear power is start
ing to be seen as a cure-all-a way 
to have our massively consumptive 
cake and microwave it,· too. But, 
there is a problem: Nuclear ·power 
plants cause cancer. 

linked to brain and central nervous 
system cancer in children. The study 
found that "in each state analyzed 
[one of which was Florida], the av
erage strontium-90 concentration is 
highest in . counties situated closest 
to nuclear reactors." 

catastrophe-one that might not be 
as "immediately evident. 

Our tactics in battling FPL have 
included a blockade of the driveway 
to FPL's Juno Beach offices, banner 
drops, flyering, postering, tabling, 
petitions and biweekly protests al
ternating between the Juno· Beach 
offices and various FPL plants. In 
addition, we have begun holding 
forums on the topic of toxic energy 
and renewable resources so we can 
more effectively reach out to the 
community-or at least find other 

At maximum capacity, the plant . 
would emit 12 million tons of car
bon dioxide and suck up 
8.5 billion gallons of wa
ter per .year---¢rty water 
that would not be cleaned 
and x:ecycled back into the 
ecosystem, but deep-well
injected into the ground, 
below the ·aquifer, as waste
water. During the course 
of EEF!'s battle against the 
Loxahatchee plant, how
ever, FPL announced plans · 
to expand its nuclear facili
ties in Miami-Dade and St. 
Lucie counties. 

We came to realize that 
by focusing solely on carbon dioxide 
and fossil fuels, we were leaving the 
door wide open for nuclear power 
to creep in as a viable alternative. 

· This is a deadly mistake-one that 
Al Gore, Arnold Schwarzenegger 
and Florida's very own· Governor 

_In 2003, the Radiation and Public 
Health Project released a study con
cerning· the levels of strontium-90' 
found in the baby teeth of children 
living near nuclear reactors. Stron- , 
tium-90 is a canc~rous byproduct of 
nuclear fallout that h'as been directly 

Between 1981 and 1996, health 
investigators found 28 cases of brain 
and central nervous system cancer 
in children in the St. Lucie area. The 
region was referred to as a "cancer 
cluster," and FPL faced litigation 
from two lamilies who claimed that 

their children were affected by the 
emissions. To date, the issues have 
not been fully resolved. 

By allowing the industry to re
place oil, coal and natural gas with 
nuclear energy, we are paving the 
way for an entirely different sort of 

people interested in the 
matter. With these·forums, 
we hope to create a move
able model that we can 
bring· to other communi
ties dealing with power 
plants, thereby helping 
foster a larger movement. 

We hope that all anti
fossil-fuel activists will give 
this topic the attention it 
deserves and join us in our 
efforts to broaden the battle. 
We~re not asking anybody 
to give up the fight against 
fossil fuels-we're still em~ 

broiled against the West County En
ergy Center, after all-but by being 
as all-encompassing as possiple, we 
stand a far better chance of moving 
forward in defense of Mother Earth. 

For more information, visit www .. 
riverofgas.info. 
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BY SAKURA SAUNDERS 

On October 27, more than 1,000 people poured 
into the streets of Santiago, Chile, with costumes, 
music and dancing to protest the proposed Pas
cua Lama gold project-a multibillion-dollar 
mining operation that Barrick Gold has been pro
moting since the late '90s-which threatens the 
fertile Huasco Valley (see EF!J September-October 
2006). Meanwhile, on the other side of the world, 
almost the same number of strikers at Barrick's 
Bulyanhulu mine in Tanzania refused to work af
ter negotiations with management broke down 
over salaries, working conditions, medical care 
and other contentious issues. Within four days, 
Barrick fired every striking worker. · 

While Barrick tries to project an image free 
from political controversy, these latest flares of 
organized resistance clearly represent an ongo
ing struggle of disco_ntent and anger aimed at 
this mining giant. 

In Chile, opposing Pascua Lama was once po
litically mainstream. Last year, anti-gold-mining 
sentiments aimed at protecting the environment 
dominated the election platforms of both President 
Mictielle Bachelet and her erstwhile opponent, Se
bastian Pifiera. Both candidates assured their con
stituents that the glaciers, which currently cover · 
the proposed site of the Pascua Lama mine and are 
situated right in the middle of a UNESCO biosphere 
reserve, would not be touched. 

Then, in a move that mine opponents be

Protesters march through Santiago, Chile, against the Pascua Lama mining project. 

lieve was planned from ·the 
start, Barrick abandoned 
its proposal to relocate the 
glaciers, and the project 
was approved. · The mine's 
opponents, including the 
Diaguita Huascoaitinos in
digenous group and Alto 
del Carmen Councilperson 
Luis Faura Cortes, remain 
undeterred by what they 
see as paper assurances and 
politicking. What's more, 
Barrick's exploration activi
ties have since been pub
licly revealed to be linked to 
a 56-percent to 70-percent 

depletion· in the glaciers near the mine site, 
contradicting assurances in its environmental 
assessment reports. 

The protest on October 27 was just the latest 
in a series of demonstrations against this mining . 
project. It proves that the resistance is still alive 
and that Chileans are not deceived by Barrick's 
political maneuverings. . 

In Tanzal)ia, it has been almost 10 years since 
as many as 400,000 small-scale miners were 
forced off the company's Bulyanhulu site to 
make way for corporate mining. But the recent 
decision to fire 1,000 striking miners at the site 
will no doubt rekindle this historic resentment. 
The deal to take this mining. concession away 
from those small-scale miners was brokered by 
Sutton Resources CEO James Sinclair, who was 
a friend of the then-president of Tanzania and 
several senior ministers. 

Accusations of high-level cronyism have since 
plagued the Bulyanhulu operation, with alle
gations of millions in tax evasion surfacing last 
year. Additionally, just this July, the Tanzanian 
government was criticized for signing a mining 
agreement with Barrick prematurely and selling 
its IS-percent stake in the Bulyanhulu mine for 
too little money. · · 

With the political veneer now stripped off, 
Barrick may be forced to respond to growing 
movements of discontent in Chil'e, Argentina, 
Tanzania, Australia and the US, or face the 
consequences. 

For more information, visit protestbarrick.net. 

~ ~ 

continued (fom page 1 All of· these thirt~~ <, ar.e under . altering 'its plans. Before . giving_ it~ or just to, check tHings out. Forest 
The police seemed-pow:erless iri .the . threat from UCSC's ·amb[tious ex- . pnal·approval fo the LRb:g in spite · walks depart ·every Saturday, with 
face of the determined crowd and pansion ··plans:

1
The acaderilic con- of the Cf\ticisms and e~ortati_on$ guides discussing plants; animals 

eventually left, much to the sur- sequences of the trajectory .. set of city official~imd local r~sidents?•·.:~nd locaF history, ~hil,e Jntroduc
prise of the people gatherd. . by the · LRDP will -be far:reaching. the. only coruillent frrnjt· the Board .. fng people tQ tl;le remadqible places · 

And so began the organized on~ UCSC is uqder pressure .to _give up of RegentS wa§:to·a~k wl:ly t}le plans . that aie ·tQ!e_atened by the LRDPc 
campus resistance to UCSC's,_ 15~ · its counterdlltural, liberal arts repu~ accommodate only- 4,.500 students .. , At UC Bed<eley, treesitters are eel
year expansion plan, ' . ' tation~ and hetome an impersonal~ and not more. . .• ~bntting a year ~ spent in the trees 

The LRDP maps out a rapid ~pan- research institution with tall, glassy Students have heard little a})out (see page 3). In light of UCSC's re-
sion of campus facilities over the next · laboratories that can attrac_t private the LRDP and had only the iilusion luctance to respond to criticism, the 
13 years to acc<;>mmodate up to 4,500 funding and prestigious · faetdty. of ipput in the process. Co.ncern~d UCSC treesitt~s are prepared for a 
new full-time students. The plans The university is becoming less of students were told to submit COJll- long-term ·campaign that may take 
include new bu~ldings and roads on a place for int~llectual growth and ments or attend public comment on many different forms before the 
currently forested land in Santa Cruz, more of a place where one ·receives hearings. On campus, little had expansion plans are called off. The 
a community that is already com- job training. The ecosystems that been said about the LRDP since its forest at UCSC is worth the effort 
pletely "built out" and experiencing have always been so vital to both final approval in 2006. But since and energy that will be r~uired. 
traffic congestion, water shortages the campus and the surrounding . November 7,·all of campus has been The treesi~ers see their struggle in 
and unaffordable.housing. ~ community are now appreciated buzzing with talk of the LRDP. It is thli larger context of defending the 

UCSC is not your typical UC only for the "green aesthetic" that now an issue that can't be ignored. few remaining Wild areas that ex-
campus. Unlike UC Berkele·y or they lend to UCSC's public image. ·Forums and discussions (!Ie being ist and· opposing the · profit-driven 
UCLA, which are outgrowths of Opposition to the expansion has held to further educate students and agenda that the LRDP represents. 
suburban sprawl surrounded by .been {omenting from all quarters gener~te ideas that w.eren't touched For more information, visit www. 
university-themed shopping cen- 'of Santa Cruz since the university upon during the original planning lrdpresistance.org. 
ters, UCSC occupies a space made began the planning· process : thr~e process. Professors discuss the issues 
of meadows, chaparral, and mixed- years ago . . The . comment section. in their classes, anti-LRDP graffiti 
evergreen and redwood forests on of the LRDP's Environmental Im- abounds, and ·the administration 
a mountain above the city. ,Only pact. Report (£lR) is. ilooded .with.. has devoted considerable resources 
about one third of the c~pus . criticisms and concerns citing the to trying to repair its image after the 
land is buUt upo~. The north part inaccuracy of unp~ct _analysis and police violence on November 7. - . 
of campus is undeveloped, with' au· the inadequacy of proposed mitiga-·. By th~ time the treesit had been 
impressive array of forest ecosys- tions. The city of Santa Cruz, as well up for three · weeks, the parJ<ing 
terns crisscrossed by hiking ·trails as county and community organiza-:. .Jot be'Iow the trees had been fully 
and dirt roads: More than 500 dis- tions, have filed d9zens of lawsuits transform,ed ·into an autonomous 

· tinct plant species · and an equal after having their concerns ignored community space, with people 
number -of mushroom speci~s have by UCSC, wliich holds the ·autl1or- camping out to l_lold it. The oc
been identified within campus ity of a state agency, but behaves .cupied space is a ·hub of activity, 
boundaries. .FurthermQre, U.~SC as a priva~e corporation. In August, With people · f;fom many· different ' 
is surrounded by protected state. a..judge. ruled that :!h~ univ~ersity's . · perspectives united by their vic
and city ·park lands. Upper cam- EIR did not adequately account for tory over the police. The-occupied 
pus !s an important Wildlife corri- housing, traffic. and water impacts. space hosts concerts, discussions, 
dor between the parks; it contains This lawsuit is currently stalled in art classes, workshops, potlucks, 
the headwaters of three important a_ttempts · at ou t-of<ourt negotia. moVies and c_elebrations. Hundreds.,. 
watersheds that pass through wild- tions. The final outtome of these (if not tho11sands) of students and 
lif~ preserves before dra!ning into court cases is ~nyon~'s guess, and comfilunity members liave passed 
Mo~terey Bjly. .,· UCSC is showi11g no intention of . thro~gh the si~e to attend events ~ 

'· 
Page 18 Earth First! Brlgid 2008 



a hamburger chain dumpster than I 
BY PETER MACLEAN could fly to the moon. But the point 

The beauty of the Earth First! made by the US organizers-that it 
movement is that there is a wide- is better to consume waste than to 
spread acceptance that each of us, purchase food in a commercial sys
each group or community, needs tern-was and is still valid. We have 
to make change in · our own way. decided that in the longer term, we 
Ideally, we all keep in mind the need to be altering agriculture glob
" no compromise" philosophy that ally toward sustainability. At present 
is supposed to separate us from the corrupt, flawed certified organic 
other single-issue or mainstream model is our best hope. Mind you, 
protest organizations. How attain- as 'Parmalat, Kellogg's and Cadbury 
able this goal is depends on our · Schweppes buy their way into the 
personal view of what constitutes organic market, this approach has to 
compromise. be considered carefully. 

Many years ago, Earth First Austra- The real future of food lies in 
lia (EF Oz) split from the Friends of communities producing their own 
the Earth (FoE) movement, as we felt clean, ecologically sensitive food 
that true consensus was an essential via cooperative efforts. We have 
ingredient for change-something "compromised" on supporting an 
that FoE couldn't or wouldn't em- economically and ecologically un
brace. We were also concerned that sustainat>le organic industry until 
city-based protests were becoming we can help bring about sustainable, 
an end in themselves and that we community-based models-but we 
needed to make changes toward keep this compromise in mind at 
sustainability in our own lives be- all tirries. My wife, who orders the 
fore we began preaching to others. produce for our co-op, has ques
So we started an organic farm proj- tioned our support of multi-national 
ect on unwanted, cheap land in the food companies via the produce we 
middle of nowhere and invited oth- stock. I also question supporting 
ers to participate. rich landowners who are cashing in 

A lot of work has been done on on the organic food 
consensus worldwide. The general movement. How
agreement by those of us who try ever, our shelves 
to practice true consensus is that we would be empty if 
need clear principles and guidelines we. didn't do these 
for all to see and understand, that things. Our current 
these must be open to question and take on the matter 
debate, and that groups working by is that Gaia really 
consensus are by nature very con- doesn't care who's 
servative. This doesn't ·suit those rich and who's . .. 
who are used to "democracy," the poor; the job at 
basis of which iS that any six people hand is to reduce 
can shove their own views down the pesticide load 
the throats of any four others at the on the broader en
drop·of a hat. . · vironment. So, we 

Cult of . personality also plays as operate the co-op as 
much a part in democratic process best we can, while working to bring 
as philosophy or fact. Under con- about economic and social change. _ 
sensus, however, a lot more work is One of the ways we are trying to 
needed to understand the objections bring about thes"e changes is by _ap
and to address the concerns of those proaching_ the Aboriginal people 
opposed to an issue. Over time, we of Australia to work together on 
have found that we needed-a pro- setting up sustainable community 
cess to cover any one individual gardens and co-ops . . We are at the 
blocking consensus on an otherwise · very beginning of this process, but, 
unanimous decision for reastms that . hopefully, the next article we write 
:seemed selfish rather than philo- · will have some positive news on 
:sophical. The practical solution was this front. 
that the individual who refused to Another of the . apparent com
budge probably didn't represent or promises we were forced to make is 
respect our group or its ideals, and that we had to. set up an incorporat
that the rest of the group could. kick ed body in order to legally run the 
out that individual by full consen- co-op or take on any other worth
sus. This might seem harsh, but re- while commercial projects. We did 
member that it only takes one other this by setting up Earth First C<m~ 
person to support ail individual's servation Projects, Inc., a nonprofit 
right to block consensus for this communitY-based association. We 
rule not to apply. Fortunately, we have been very clear to members, 
have never actually needed to en- thqugh, that EF Oz is a group of in
force tpis process. dividuals with a common purpose, 

Compromise is another concept whereas the association ·exists to 
that we have struggled With. Last . operate it} a commercially -regu
year, we had some very interesting lated sphere. As EF Oz, ·we protest 
correspondence with the organizers and agitate; as an association, we 
of the EF! Winter Gathering in the US. remain focused on the commercial 
We asked if organic produce from lo- tasks. This has allowed us to broaden 
cal farms was being used to feed the our association membership to more 
mob and were surprised to learn that than 400 people, many of whom 
bin raiding was more the go. This would normally have nothing to 
started a debate here on the wisdom do With such a "radical," "fanatical" 
of our approach to food-that it movement as EF!. 
must be fully organic or we go wj.th- This brings us to our name, which 
out. I could no more eat food from doesn't have the"!" in it anymore. 

A Report from Earth First Australia 

About 10 years ago, we were bloody 
livid that EF!, via the Journal, was 
selling genetically modified (GM) 
cotton T-shirts with the EF! logos 
on them. We felt that this was hy
pocrisy of the worst sort-particu
larly as we were heavily protesting 
the expanding Australian cotton in
dustry and GM cotton in particular. 
In fact, it was the encroachment of 
GM cotton farmers and their crop
dusters full of toxic chemicals that 
finally forced us to wind up our first 
farm project. We dropped the "!" 
from EF Oz in disgust and sailed on 
by ourselves for many years. Time 
heals much and brings greater wis
dom though, and we decided that 
'only by participating in the broader 
EF! movement can we be part of the 
global changes all Earth First!ers 
want to see. 

Our activism is aimed at chang
ing the broader society, rather than 
at single issues. I can well-appreciate 
that, in the UK, it is worth fighting 
the felling of the last remaining forests 
and the construction of motorways. 
Similarly, in the US and Canada, the 
indiscriminate logging of old-growth 
forests is still a big ecological issue, as 

A natural bridge near Albany, Western Australia 

it has been here for many people. Of 
greater concem·tnus'though, and un
seen by most city folk, is the burning 
of tens of millions of acres of native 
bush each year, just so a handful of 
beef cattle can eat a bit of green grass 
after the rains. Tens of billions of life 
forms are sacrificed needlessly in this 
manner, not to mention the effect this 
has on glob<il warming. So, to change 
these practices, we are working~to set 
up alternative economies and farming 
models, which aren't all that glamor: 
ous and might not have broad benefits 
until our grandchildren's generation. 

Hanging out with hippies is 
great fun, but as we became more 
dedicated to the cause, we found it 
harder to particip:ite in the "pro
test" movement.. It's really disap, 
pointing to attend forest rallies 
where everxone chants "Save . the 
Planet" as they dig in to their Heinz 
Wattie's baked beans, smoke their 
Douwe Egberts tobacco arid end up 
at the pub drinking their Lion Na
than beer-all without a qualm or 
pang of conscience. 

We welcome comments, points of 
view and-constructive debate on the 
issues we have raised, and our mem
bership is open to . all. The greater · 
n~eds _are probably served best by 
making these comments publicly 
via the Journal, though we always 
endeavor to reply to individuals who 
take the time to contact us directly. 

All the best to everyone. Peace on 
Earth and goodwill to all. 

For more information, contact 
Earth First Australia, c/o Earth First 
Conservation Projects, Inc., POB 
1270, Albany, Western Australia 
6330, Australia; efoz@earthfirst . 
org,au; www.earthfirst.org.au. . 

Rules of Earth First Australia 
These rules were developed by negotia

tion with the consensus of the group over 
time. They are subject to constant review 
and discussion, and apply mostly to our 
housing and farm projects. 

No Dogs or Cats: This rule is for the 
benefit of the native animals and to 
encourage the native animals into 
community spaces. There are sev
eral small omnivorous marsupials 
that might be suitable as house pets 
to deter vermin and provide com
panionship. 

No Drugs: What people do in 
their own home or space is their 
own business. What they do in 
community spaces affects"' others. 
All EF Oz projects are smoke- and 
alcohol-free, with no exceptions. 
Projects that allow for private 
dwellings or living spaces as part 
of the project are included in this 
rule, but the rule does not apply 
to those who live in private dwell
ings or living spaces. 

No Raising of Animals to Kill for 
Food: There is a corollary to this. 
No · dead animal products are to 
be cooked or consumed in com- . 
rimnity spaces or sold in . shops 
in community spaces. There is a 
possibility that the consensus will 
change over time _toward a vegan 
lifestyle. However, at this stage, we 
will have dairy cattle, egg-laying • 
fowl and grazing animals to pro
vide wool. 

Consensus: There has been a re
cent tendency to define consensus 
as a majority of more than 50 per
cent, but this is not how we regard 
consensus. We define consensus as 
the total approval of all involved 
in a decision. There is no voting. 
Those empowered to make a deci
sion have the power to block con
sensus. This effectively stalls any 
further actions by the group on this 
issue until a conflict or disagree
ment is resolved. 

At present, we have a model 
that· involves a functional hierar
chy. We have trustees who have
the power of full consensus on all 
issues. Basically, these people are 
the founders -of EF Oz. New trust
ees are appointed with the full 
consensus of existing trustees, and 
any trustee can be dismissed with 
the full consensus of . all, other 
trustees. (This rider exists- to fore
stall the possibility of any one in
dividual misusing the trust placed 
in them by the group.) 

All processes are transparent 
and open, and members may at
tend any meeting on any topic or 
view any records of the group. It 
is the task of existing trustees to 
train and assist members wishing 
to becQme trustees. In practice, 
trustees should obtain group 
consensus on any issue before 
proceeding. 
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5/24/07 
About Canoeing and Camping in the Border Waters of Minnesota 

Miniscule pines, 
Reach finger-/ike branches toward a canopy 
That seems forever away 
Few will reach the distant canopy 
And even fewer will reach the heights of their 
predecessors 
Those that do 
Will be the majestic pine forest of tomorrow 
I dr,eam in rhythm with this experience 
.My body rocks in dreamless sleep 
fo}he, tune of ubiq{!itous chickadees 
I. am wild tiere 
I grow like the pines-with the pines · 
Feraf.and free 

John Calvin's Ghost 

Oil and gas companies from the US, Canada, Russia and 
Denmark are circling the Arctic like scavengers circling 
a wounded animal anticipating its death, exposing 
petroleum riches hitherto buried beneath Arctic ice. 

Mother Earth isnY dying at once, but as a diabetic, a part 
at a time. The Arctic is the first to go, f!lus the vultures. 
Mother is dying from the greed of her children. 

Scientists predict inundation of PacifiC Islands, Bangladesh 
and half of Rorida. Killer droughts in Africa. Drying rivers 
in India, China and Vietnam due to disappearing glaciers 
in the Himalayas. All a boon for disaster capitalists. 

This all happens1o the preterite, not the chosen, in the 
GaMnistic corpotate view. The chosen will be raptured to a 
gated community guarded t1f Blad<water Security. The Valhalla 
for corporate warriors. 

The chosen will live on with the approval of the strange God 
they believe in, and think he believes in them, wflile immigrants 
from the South clamor at the gate for worlc. Price evicted 
from their land t1f low priced com produced t1f agribusiness. 

The revenant of John CaMn li'.es on in Mry corporate · 
structure. It is the drMng force of the rapacious corporate 
faith and phifosoptrj. It is the real ghost in the machine. 

-5id Bridges 
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From Haiku Aviary 

frigid morning: 
geese squat together 
without any heads 

honking loudly, 
a lone goose waddles in circles
spring snow 

. spring freshet
a mallard coaxes 
her ducklings 

courting again ... 
a flicker hammers 
an oak's dead limbs 

April morning 
spring 

in the robin's hop 

bluebird 
trickling down 
the dry mountain stream bed 

a song for Mry direction 
mockingbird atop 

the IYeathervane 

lazy afternoon-
a chk*adee answers the calls 
on my bird tape 

cool August morning 
swallows along the telephone line 
change places 

rising mist ... 
repeatedly a killdeer's cry 
scissors the silence 

the red tailed hawk's glide
quiet grrYNing among 

the snowy pines · 

-Wally Swist 

No Holier Book 

In the morning I hear a riot of crows 
& pull back the curtain to see 
an orange cat crouching low 

on my neighbor's driveway 
while above it sitting on power lines 

eleven crows declare their strong opposition 
to such objectionable company 

Once the orange cat goes 
the crows can resume 

dropping walnuts on the pavement 
to ctack their shells open 

Later walking above the ocean 
we spot two crows 

sitting on a log 
& another much larger bird 

standing nearby with a head 
that looks too small for its body 

As it spreads its wings & takes the air 
we recognize it as a turkey vulture 

'The two crows make not a move to flee 
as we pass noticing that the log 

is really a dead sea lion 

There's no holier book than nature itself 
because nature is so alive 

no death can finish its work 
& because irs closer to the original source 

of creation than anything 
described by language 

& because it starts all over 
with evety new life 

·-Steve Toth 

Reincarnation 

An old black vulture landed in a tree 
overlooking Chickamauga Creek; 

gave me a sidelong glance. 

I thought of Edward Abbey 
outspoken critic of government agencies, 

professor and park tanger. 

Abbey, buried in an illegal grave 
a cairn of stones to cover 

his mortal remains. 

His friends saw to his last request 
wrote on one stone 

"Edward Abbey, no comment: 

The nemesis 'Of Glen Canyon Dam 
didn't want a memorial and 

got one anyway. 

He always said he'd come back 
as a vulture next time 

just seemed fitting. 

/ looked up into the oak 
said "Hey there Ed, 

looks like a good day for flying." 

Abbey didnY say a word 
just gave me that sidelong glance, 

' the old buzzard. 

-Mockingbird 

artworlc courtesy prold11(o 

•• ---- ----- • 
I send poems to: I 
I · Warrior Poets Society I 

-I PO Box 14501 I 

I Berkeley, C~ 94712 I 
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BY CHRIS IRWIN 

I have ·been reading in the Earth First! Journal 
of the efforts to make sure that members of the 
transsexual community. feel comfortable and 
safe while organizing in Earth First! circles and 
at events (see EF!J September-October 2007). Al
most every issue of the Journal has something 
about transsexuals and their oppression. This is a 
laudable goal; everyone should feel safe and wel
come at our events. But I am struck that while 
one marginal social group is singled out for pro
tection and space in the Journal, another larger 
group has been mostly driven out of our move-· 
ment. Yes, I'm talking about rednecks. 

"Rednecks for wilderness" was one of the first 
Earth First! slogans I heard when I got involved 
and began attending Eaith First! meetings in the 
late 1980s. (I still attend them once a week.) This 
was the period when EF! was a threat to the sys
tem. Earth First! was on 60 Minutes, and we really 
looked like a mass movement about to burst from 
the confines of control to create social change. 
There are a lot more ·rednecks than transsexuals 
in America. They are a larger demographic, and 
this was reflected by their numbers in our move
ment back then. The Journal during that period 
had 10 times the number of subscribers that it 
has t()day. 

It was in the late '80s and '90s that I saw the 
systematic driving away of rednecks from EF! 
circles by largely young, white, middle-class 
"anarchists." I remember at one Round Riv
er. Rendezvous in Colorado, this good ol' boy 
stood up and thanked everyone for coming to 
the great state of Colorado, expressing pride in 
his home state. Immediately, he was publicly at
tacked . by the black-clads for expressing pride 
in any state. I watched him sit down and real
ized that he would never come back. As a young 

.t 

white person who sub.scribed to inany anarchist 
ideals, I couldn't help noticing-the irony of this 
trend. Classical anarchists embraced the work
ing class; the neo-anarchists in our movement 
drove them out. 

How they were driven out. is _ as instructive 
as why: lack of acceptance. Apparently, to .be 

an EF!er now (in sonie circles), you .have to be 
white, middle-class, wear black, be angry all the 
time, shoplift, bathe irregularly, be in your 20s, 
_have no sense of humor and, in general, walk so 
lockstep with the new groupthink that you lack 
any real diversity or individuality. To be different 
is to be treated with suspicion and criticism. 

And this homogenization of our movement 
along alm.ost purely class lines has had devastating 
effects. Our numbers have dwindled and our diver
sity has narrowed. As a result, we are in danger of 
becoming little more than a historical footnote. 
· I find it curious that now that EF! has become 
largely white and middle-class, many efforts are 

being made to protect and nurture a tiny sub
group of society while completely ignoring that 
a much larger demographic has been driven out. 
Basically, the white middle class drove out the 

. poor, country, working class_ from our move-
ment. We have fractured along class lines with 

. devastating results. Who is more likely to know 
how to take apart a CAT dozer? A good ol' boy 
who can field-strip a 1970 Ford engine in his 
sleep? Or an alienated, suburban product of the 
white middle class? And now we appear to be ap
pealing to an even smaller subset of society while 
ignoring the larger class that originally made EF! 
so dangerous. 

Our society is racist, sexist, and homopho
bic-all the isms and schisms. EF! cannot grow 
as a movement through litmus tests of being 
"radical" enough. Pretending to reach any level · 
of ideological purity while ignoring the rejection 
of the larger demographic based on class pushes 
our movement into narrower and narrower con
fines, which r believe accounts for the steady 
diminution of our numbers. 

This is not a condemnation of transsexuals but 
a reality check. If the definition and acceptance 
of what it takes to be in Earth First! continues 
to narrow, so will our movement. We need red
necks, trans.sexuals, older people, white men, 
women-anyone who will join our struggle. Lack 
of true acceptance, not just acceptance for popu
lar subsets, is strangling our movement. We have 
lost-a lot more rednecks than transsexuals due to 
lack of acceptance. If one is to be addressed, the 
other should not be ignored. 

To survive and thrive as a movement, we must 
combat this narrow ideological dead end that EF! 
seems to have drifted into. Our doors need to be 
open wider, not shut, to all members of society. 
Otherwise, we are just a social club with dwin
dling numbers. 

Who Needs Coal? We'll Bum 
Salt Water! 

John Kanzius, an inventor from 
Erie, Pennsylvania,· accidentally 
discovered a way to burn salt water 
while trying to desalinate it using a 
radio frequency generator that he 
had developed to treat cancer. The 
radio frequencies weaken the bonds 
between the elements that make up 
salt water,Jeleasing hydrogen. Once 
ignited by the heat energy that . is 
also released by this reaction, the 
hydrogen will burn for as long as it 
is exposed to the radio frequencies. 

Bagonaut's main goal is to em
power people to do at least one lit
tle thing to try and conserve some 
of our dwindling resources. 

broodstocking," is accomplished by 
engineering salmon to-be sterile, then 
injecting the newly hatched salmon 
with male, rainbow-trout stem · cells 
destined to grow into sperm. Ten of 
the 29 male salmon who recieved the 
injections went on to pt,oduce trout 
sperm. Goro Yoshizaki, the leading re-

and can save between 10 percent 
and 35 per<;ent of the fuel costs, 

Industry analysts expect the two 
companies to announce that their 
next reinvention will be the wheel. 

Scientists are excited by the possi
bilities of using the most abundant 
resource on Earth to pow~r cars 
or heavy machinery. "[fhis is] the 
most remarkable [discovery] in wa
ter science in 100 years," said Rus
tum Roy, a. chemist at Pennsylvania 
State University. 

It's a Bird! It's ~ Plane! It's 
Bagonaut to the Rescue! 

If you had been in a certain Sam's 
Club parking lot in San Angelo, 
Texas, on September 8, you might 
have been witness to the very first 
action of the very first bagonaut, 
Egim Sanders. To raise awareness 
on how plastic shopping bags are 
ruining the environment, Sand
ers enclosed himself in the world's 
largest, reusable canvas shopping 
bag, christened BIG BAG 1, for 24 
hours. While Sanders was sealed in 
BIGBAG1,·people who· donated food , 

· received their very own regular-sized 
canvas shopping bag in return. 

In a shocking move made after 
Sanders' stunt, Sam's Club announced 
plans to cease all use of plastic bags in 
its stores. Just.kidding. 

Salmon Spawn Baby Trout 
. In an effort to preserve endangered 
fish, Japanese researchers have engi
neered one spedes to give birth to an
other. The method, called "surrogate 

searcher, then injected female salmon 
with the male cells. Five of the test 
subjects produced trout eggs. _ 

US conservationists are also tak
ing up the experiment in an effort 
to expand populations of endan
gered fish species, such as sockeye 
salmon, sturgeon and paddlefish. 
The Japanese researchers' ultimate 
·goal is to boost populations of the 
commercially much-desired bluefin 
~na using the smaller and less tasty 
mackerel as surrogate parents. 

As of press _time, there were np plans 
to artifidally increase the equally pop
ular Filet-0-Fish population. 

Humungous Fungu·s 
Among Us 

In Oregon's Blt,1e Mountains, 
there's a new tree-killin' villain in 
town-and it ain't the Bureau of 
Land Management, the forest Ser
vice or a timber company. It's Armil-

. Zaria ostoyae, the oldest and largest 
living being in the world! At a whop
ping 2,200 acres in' size and 8,000 
years of age, this root rot infestation 
grows by sending out tentacles that 
wrap around tree roots, eventually 
killing trees in dense canopy for
ests. Next time you find yours~lf in 
the Blue Mountains, you had better 
watch out, or the humongous fun
gus might get you, too! 

g. Germans and Californians Webotage in Banglades.h 
s Reinvent the Sailboat Wielding a pair of scissors, an 

Marine shipping is responsible unknown person successfully shut 
for higher carbon dioxide emis- down Bangladesh's entire Internet 
sions than planes and releases more . link ·and international phone net
sulfur than all the world's vehicles work for most of November ·13. 
combined. That's . why Hamburg, · . This is not the first attempt at we
Germany-based SkySails and the botage in Bangladesh. A similar at
Californian firm Kiteship have re- tack occurred in October 2006. The 
invented the sailboat or, perhaps . assailants in that case claimed that 
more accurately put, the kite-ship. someone had given them money to 

Both companies use a combina- cut the cables, but investigators are 
tion of conventional engines and baffled as to whom. 
giant, computer-maneuvered kites Authorities are encouraging resi
to power ships. ThE! kites range from dents to be on the lookout for "a 
480 square feet to 15,000 square fe~t, man with scissors." 
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BY ATLATL 
Admit it, you've thought about it: 

What are you going to do when the 
shit really hits the fan here in the 
good ol' USA? I'm sure Canada has 
crossed your mind, right? There's 
socialized health care, vast tracts 
of wilderness, widespread firearm
ownership? Hell, there's even a book 
on how to wage guerilla war against 

. the US from Canada! Or, maybe 
you live farther south and have de
cided that equally vast wilderness, a 
number of well-publicized people's 
uprisings and a police force with a 
reputation for easy bribery make 
Mexico a more attractive option. 

Well, put those plans on the shelf, 
my friends, because deep integra
tion is coming. 

It's NAFfA ... Plus 
Simplyput, theconceptbehinddeep 

integration is to make Canada, Mexico 
and the US function as a single coun
try, controlled from Washington, DC. 
This means more fully integrating all 
aspects of law and commerce between 
the three countries, so that resources 
can be extracted and moved, borders 
and infrastructure can be defended, 
and '~internal disturbances" can be 
crushed with minimum hassle and 
maximum benefit for the corporate 
leaders of a unified "North America." 

Keep in mind that what we're talk
ing about here is a concept-there 
is no one treaty to point to, no one 
summit to protest. Deep integration 
is an overarching conceptual frame- . 
work that . is currently guiding a 
number of seemingly disparate (and 
radical) policy changes in Canada, 
Mexico and the US. This is another 
important point: Deep integration is 
already happening. 

The concept of deep integra
tion first emerged in the early 
'90s, while the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) · 
was being negotiated. A former 
member of the US National Secu
rity Council, Robert Pastor, began 
to publicly critique NAFTA for its 
exclusive emphasis on trade. In 
2001, he published a book, Toward 
a North American Community, in 
which he proposed a North Ameri
can Union-similar in principle to 
the European Union but with cer
tain key differences. In particular, 
Pastor urged discarding elements 
that could be traced to certain 
European values ·that he con.sid
ered "inappropriate" in North 
America-namely, the regulation 
of market forces in areas such as 
food, health, housing and other 
public goods. 

Pastor's ideas gained popular
ity in influential Mexican and 
Canadian circles in the years that 
followed NAFTA's 1994 imple
mentation. In Mexico, it quickly 

Page 22 Earth First! Brlgid 2008 

became clear, - even to corporate 
elites, which country had gotten 
the short end of that stick. Be
cause NAFTA guaranteed the free 
flow of goods but not of people, 
Mexico was left unable. to exercise 
its primary "market advantage": 
a vast, cheap labor pool. In Can
ada, corporate-political leaders 
became upset that the US contin
ued to favor its own industries to 
the detriment of certain Canadian 
businesses. 

These problems came to a head 
after September 11, 2001. A para
noid, xenophobic Washington 
immediately se~tled its borders, 
throwing the Canadian and Mexi
can economies into turmoil. Ca
nadian industry suffered millions 
of 'dollars in losses each hour that 
the border was closed, forcing 11 
factories to shut down. Mexican 

President Vicente Fox saw his 
dreams of greater northward mi
gration collapse. · 

In order to avert another such 
economic catastrophe and gain the 
favors they wanted, Canadian and
Mexican leaders independently ap
proached Washington with similarly 

·bold proposals. Basically, Mexico and 
Canada promised to make it just as 
hard for "terrorists" to gain entry 
into their countries as it would be to 
. enter the US, thereby allowing the US 
to dissolve its southern and northern 
borders. To sweeten the pot, they also 
offered the US essentially unlimited 
access to the natural resources of their 
countries and greater freedom to op
erate militarily in their territories. 

This Is What Security 
Looks Like 

So what does this mean on the 
ground? 

To understand ·deep integration, 
it's ·important to realize that the · 
deal-breaker is the issue of "secu
rity." 'I_'he US simply won't play if 
that concern is· not ·addressed, and 
it's the starting and ending point 
for all negotiations. 

In one sense, this means the ob
vious: Canada and Mexico need 
to harmonize their policing and 
border-defense procedures with 
US priorities. This is what led to 
a December 2002 agreement al
lowing US. and Canadian troops to 
freely operate on either side of the 

border in response to a threat to 
either country. It led to Plan Sur in 
2001, whereby Mexico militarized 
its southern borders and began 
aggressively hunting down and 
deporting undocumented Cen
tral American migrants to prevent 
them from reaching the US. It is 
part of why the US defi!les its de-

• fense perimeter, the "North Ameri
can Command," as extending from 
the Arctic Circle to Mexico's south
ern borders. · 

US Customs and Border Protec
tion agents have been given ex
panded access to Canadian and 
Mexican territory, even in the interi
ors ofthose countries. Negotiations 
are underway to harmonize the 
three countries' no-fly lists and to 
implement biometric identification 
systems that would be required for 
anyone entering or exiting "North 

Anti-North _American Unio'! protesters

America."·· Cail.ada's more rigorous 
civil liberties laws are being rewrit
ten to line up with US demands. 

Security also includes energy secu
rity. In light of increasing obstacles 
to US control of Middle Eastern oil, . 
the offer of free· access to Canada 
and Mexico's resources is intensely 
appealing to the US. Canada has the 
third largest petroleum reserves in 
the world, if its tar sands are counted 
(see EF!J September-October 2006). 
And they are being counted: In deep 
integration negotiations currently 
underway, a fivefold increase of tat 
sands output is already written in. 

Canada exports 70 percent of 
its overall oil and nearly 100 per
centuf its tar sands petroleum to 
the US, while importing 60 per
cent of the petroleum-it uses. But 
NAFTA bars Canada from cutting 
oil sales to the US without cut
ting domestic sales "as well, and 
current negotiations are working 
to make any restriction at all im
possible. This means that Wash
ington . will be able to directly 
mandat~ Canada's fossil fuel ex
traction, the Kyoto Protocol or 
Canadian law be damned. Mean
while, discussions are underway 
regarding the · privatization of 
~exico's vast natural gas oil re- · 
serves, which may last for as long 
as crdecade: 

According to statements by US 
President George W. Busb, Cana
dian ~ater is also part of US energy 

I -

security. A leaked document from 
the North American Future 2025 
Project-a series of closed-door, 
roundtable sessions to enable • 
business leaders to assist in the 
prqcess of · deep integration-re
veals that heads of state are dis
cussing bulk water exports from 
Canada and Mexico, as both 
countries have vast reserves that 
are not currently "being used." 
(In other words, this · water is 
sustaining healthy ecologies, in
stead of corporate economies .-) 
Once water _ exportation begins, 
NAFTA would prohibit. any re
striction of it. 

As with all aspects of empire, the 
glue holding together a North Amer- . 
ican Union would be infrastructure. 
Plans are underway for massive pipe
lines to carry water and fossil fuels to 
the US, along with ports and roads 
to move everything else. Under the 
Security and Prosperity Partnership 
of North America (SPP , a series of 
trilateral talks working toward actu
alizing deep integration, the major
ity of funding in Mexico is going 
into infrastructure projects like Plan 
Puebla Panama (PPP) (see EF!J Sep
tember-October 2006). Leaked SPP 
documents mention "the establish
ment of a grant fund ... with US and 
Canadian resources to finance the · 
aevelopment of physical infrastruc
ture in Mexico." 

Just iw.arse you thought it 
was only a few crazy radicals 
talking about how infrastruc
ture is a weak point of global 
empire, here it is, straight from 
that leaked North American Fu
ture 2025 document: "Whatever 
North American security archi
tecture is ultimately... agreed 
upon, it is clear that the protec
tion of crit_ical infrastructure will 
continue- to be of foremost im
portanc~ from the standpoint of 
protecting human life and ensur
ing national and North Ameri
can economic stability." Critical 
infrastructure is defined as "agri
culture, water, health and emer
gency services, energy (electricai, 
nuclear, hydro, natural gas and 
oil), tra:Qsportation systems (air, 

· roads, rail, ports and waterways), 
information and telecommunka
tions·networks, and banking and 
'financial systems." 

A More Perfect Union? 
This would be no European

style union between powers 
roughly equal in size, power and 
disposition. As Mexican analyst 
Miguel Pickard puts it, "Mexico 
and Canada are rapidly inte
grating with a country that is. in 
practice opposed to negotiating 
fundamental differences, par
ticularly with weaker countries." 
Inevitably, Mexico and Canada 



Court Reverses $600-Million 
Peabody Decision 

The US Court of Appeals has !~versed ~-,f~qeral 
claims court decision and found that the ~rrterior 
Department breached its trust responsibility by 
not disclosing critical information to the Navajo 
Nation regarding royalty n-egotiation-s with Pea
body Coal in'1987. 

The S-eptember 13 reversal found that the Na
vajo Nation has a "money mahdating claim" 
against the federal government for $600 million 
in damages. The case will now go back to the US 
Court of FederatClaims for recqnsideration. 

The appeals court upheld the ~avajo Nation's 
assertion that there is a substantial network of 
laws and regulations to establish spedftc trust re
sponsibilities. It said these regulation_s can be in
terpreted to require compensation for damages 
resulting from a breach of those duties. 

The Navajo Nation t;>egai_l leasing land on 
Black Mesa to Peabody Coal and its predecessor . 
in 1964, with approval from the US Department 
of the Interior. The lease established royalty pay
ments at 37.5 cents per ton, With a provision for 
a "reasonable adjustment" by the federal govern
ment in 20 years. In 1984, that rate was deemed 
an "inequitable deal" and "substantially lo'-':er" 
than the 12.5 percent minimum royalty set by 
Congress in 1977, for coal mined on federal land. 
At that time, the Navajo Nation -asked Interior 
Secretary Williain Clark to adjust the royalty pay
ment. Approximately three months later, Navajo 
Area Director Donald Dodge adjusted the rate to 
20 percent. However, in July ,1985, Peabody Co,al · 
requested Interior Secretary Donald Hodel, who 
succeeded Clark, to postpone the decision ·on 
the 20 percent or rule against it. Peabody also 
retained Stanley. HuJett, a former Interior execu
tive aide and friend of Hod~l, to represent the 
company. "The court found that Hulett met with 
Hodel without' the Navajo Nation b~Ing pres~ 
ent, and that, shortly afterward, Hode• signed 
a memorandum prepared by PeabQdy Coal ,that 
urged the company and the Navajo Nation tore-
turn fo the bargaining table. - . · 

In August 198'7, the Navajo Tribal Council ap
proved a package of lease amendments that were 
approved. by Hoael the previous December, rais
ing the royalty !ate to ot¥y 12.5 pe~cent. It also 
add~d 90 JQil,lion tons of coal to tl;le 200 million 

. " ·~ 

tons originallylease<;f. In 1993, the Navajo Na
tion sued the federal government, seeking '$600 
million in damag~$7t'assertlng· that the federal 

· government violated its statutory and fiduciary 
trust duties to the Navajo Nation by approving 
the lease in December 1987, wqen the Navajo 
Nation had no knowledge of the Peabody memo
randum issued by HodeL They asserted that this 
led to an economic loss to the Navajo Nation, a 
diminution of the value of the trust responsibil-

. ity and harm to th_eir sovereignty. 

Forest Defense Heats Up in Tasmania 
· Gunns Ltd., the woodchipping giant, has been 

given approval to increase logging rates in the for
ests of Tasmania, Australia. ··The p:roposed -project 
will be the Southern Hemtsphere's largest pulp 
mill, contributirig at least two percent of Australia's 
greenhouse gas emissions and, alone, Will .consume 
almost half a million-acres of native forest. 

. A wild and special island, Tasmania will see its 
ancient forests continue to be exported as wood
chips and pulp. The combined appetites ot the 
export w6odchip mills with t,h:is ·pulp mill will 
_double the current rate of woodchipping in Tas
mania. Iri southern Tasmania, for~st activists have 
kept the pressure on the governnient~sanctioned 
destruction" in wilderness :valleys; that continues 
to destroy wiJdlife habitat and contribute to cli-
mate chaos. < ·" ') 

Controv-ersially, fOTest activist~ are .• now ,being 
_, targeted to.pay tl:J,e costs of _their' direct actions. 
One activist, -Alana-knoWil' from a . stuiming 
photogrfip}:l ·o( her efforts: ~s the :Wei~ 'Ang~l _(~e'e , . 

·:~~r- . ·:;<. ::~ ;;,J0' X::~: ~/ :~iO~· :J'tVit::~~)%~. q: 

EF!J May-June 2007)-has been the first activist 
to be singled out in this approach. Alana was 
part of a Wel~ Vi;illey action in early 2007, where 
three separate entrances to threatened, World .. 
Heritage-valued forests were blockaded. 

After intense pressure by the Tasmanian Green 
Parliamentarians and the public, the case against 
Alana was subsequently dropped. However, For
estry Tasmania, the govern.ment's logging arm, 
continues to sue for about $2,000. The case is 
not expected to be resolved until next year . 

A crisis report regarding the logging of Tasma
nia's southern forests, was sent by the Huon Val
ley Environment Center to the World H~ritage 
Committee in Paris. At the committee's most 

· recent meeting in July, in Christchurch, New 
Zealand, representatives of 21 countries voted to 
express their concern about these lQgging threats 
and determined to send a delegation to Tasma
nia in the next six months. 

Despite the international attention, logging 
continues unabated, and the Weld Valley is on 
the chopping block for Summer 2007-2008. 
Ther~ are plans to build a road and bridge over 
the Weld River, which would open up almost 
half a million acres of untouched ancient forest 
for 'logging. This is the largest piece of rainforest 
in southern Tasmania. North of the Weld Valley, 
blockaders have also established themselves in 
the Opper Florentine Valley. 

With treesits and passion, activists are commit
ted to fighting the proposed logging operations 
that would 9estroy these tall, ancient forests and . 
wild rivers. _ 

La Parota Dam Put on Hold 
In early September, a Mexican federal judge or-

. dered a provisional halt of the controversial La 
P~rota Dam, ,proposed to be constructed,Jn the 
stat~ ·of Guerrero (see EF!J September-October 
2007). The~udge's ordenites that the dam proj
ect violates the right of the local community to 
a healthy environment. Activi&ts ~pect the gov
ernment to appeal the dedsion, 'Yhich would 
take about Seven months to reach conclU$iOn .. 

Despite the coui:.t order, the developers are 
still workin_g in the ·project area.:. In turn, vil
lagers have stated that they will not stop dis
rupting th~ building of t.h;e dam until it is 
completely canceled. ., .. 

water, not Mexi<;_an oil, not Ameri
can anti-dumping laws-is 'off the 
table'; rather, contentious or intrac
table issues will simply require more 
time to ripen politicaliy." 

(FTAA): total hemispheric domina- ensuring that their ability to devour 

would become subservient to the 
US, creating not so much· a North 
American union as a US empire. 

This means that Canadian public 
health, safety and environmental 
standards would be immediately 
dismantled-and the entire social 
safety net ·.would eventually be 
eliminated. According to another 
leaked document (from the October 
2004 meeting of the Independent 

·.Task Force on the Future of North 
America), "No item-not Canadian 

More fundamentally, deep integra
tion would accelerate the di~solution 
of Canadian and Mexican ·culture 
and identity, strengthening the on
rush of a homogenous consumer 
culture. As Pickard says, "Fox's gov
ernment formalized the idea of cre
ating an exdusive--" 'North America 
space,' to which Mexico· would gain 
entry, iil essence; by turning its back 
on Latin America .... " · 

But the US won't stop there. If 
deep integration works - between 
the US, Canada and Mexico, it will 
_prove that the integration of a su
perpower with a Third World coun
try is possible. This would pave the 
way for slowJy and inexorably ex
panding the North American space 
southward, working toward the 
ultimate realization of fhe dream 
articulated by the currently stalled 
Free Trade Area of the Americas 

tion by the US. the world's biological diversity goes , 
unrestrained. You and I know that 

Resistance this death-worshipping strategy 
By and large, deep· integration is will only end when all life on this 

being implemented ·piecemeal-a · planet has been destroyed-unless 
law changed here, a regulation · we stop it first. , 
loosened there-with the summits Deep integration is not the prob
and treaties ' mainly providing -op- lem.any more than deforestation-or 
portunities for leaders to bounce unequal voting access is. The prob
ideas off one another in person. lem is a global economic system of · 
Having learned from O'pposition · which deep integration is only one 
to NAFTA and the PPP, the people · supl'ort structure. 
who are killing the planet have re- Understanding deep integration 
turned to the strategy that has al- is -important, then, because it piO
ways been their strength: death by vides us with an insight into how 
a thousand cuts. . the enemy views the future. What 

So what do .we do about this he'i- · are the resources that the system 
nous plan to enshrine US power needs to sustain itself? What are the 
and domipation throughout North weak points, and where is the· en
America? I would submit that this is emy gathering tts strength? What 

-the wrong question. does our enemy- fear? 
Deep integration-like Atlantica, People used to say that the system ' 

· the PPP · ·or the FTAA-is merely was nearly invisible-you could talk 
one part of a concerted US imperial about it, but you couldn't really see 
strategy. This strategy-is designed to it. Well, now you can see it. You can 
guarantee the continued wealth and see the gears turning. 
power of a small group of people by Got your monkeywrench? 
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BY THE EARTH FIRsT! JoURNAL CoLLECfiVE 

Daniel McGowan was recently sentenced to seven 
years in prison for actions committed in defense of 
the Earth. He was rounded up as part of the FBI's 
"Operation Backfire," which sought to prosecute 
people for unsolved Earth Liberation Front (ELF) ac
tions . . This is the second segment of a two-part inter
view conducted by the Earth First! Journal. For part 
one, see EF!] November-December 2007. 

Earth First! Journal: There seems to be a pretty 
massive divide between the radical environmental 
movement's anti-snitch rhetoric (e.g., "snitches get 
stitches'7 and the movement's actual response to 
snitches. What do you make of this divide,· and what 
are its implications for the movement's chances of 
discouraging snitching? 

Daniel McGowan: I have little tolerance for 
the whole pro-violence against snitches thing. 
Not only is it phony-let's be real, no snitches in 
our movement "get stitches"-but I find it coun
ter to what we believe in. We are not the Irish 
Republican Army. We are not Marxist-Leninist 
rigid cadre organizations that punish weakness 
with personal violence. Some of the comments 
on Portland Indymedia were so useful to the 
prosecution that they must have been posted 
by law enforcement of some kind-espedally af
ter the agents moaned to my lawyers that I was 
spearheading this campaign against the snitches. 
Again, I want to be crystal-clear: I don't support 
violence against informants in my case. 

I do support their compl~te and total ostra
.cization from the movement, as I think they are 
dangerous people. They have shown themselves 
to be so self-centered in their outlook as to sell 
people out when they swore· up and down they 
never would. (Here's a funny aside: The biggest 
informants were the ones who ·were the most 
tough and militant at the time of the actions. 
What does that say?) No welcome back should be 
given to these people. When you think of their 
actions and feel that, at one · point, they were 
honorable people trying to do their best to make 
the world better, th'!-t is fair. But keep in mind, 
the people who sold me .out are not the same 
people anymore. · 

As far as the movement's chances of discourag
ing snitching, I do think the movement has a 
responsibility to educate new people who get in
volved, so that they can know their own history: 
My understanding of my case and my views are 
greatly informed by the past: the Justin Samuel 
debacle and how Darren Thurston was sold out 
by someone involved in his 1992 Animal Libera
tion Front action. Knowledge is power, and you 
can begin to see how things were done in the 
past and how they could be done in the future. 

I'm concerned with the historical legacy of 
my case and am hoping that people learn les
sons from it. One thing I · hope people can see 
is that you do not have to sell your friends out. 
Also, arson is a very serious thin~ and the con
sequences are lifelong. You will be connected to 
people for the rest of your life if you choose to 
do any direct actions. I think that the movement 
can show principled, strong and long-term sup
port for defendants, and this can serve as a dis
couraging factor in informing. Support from the 

/ 
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moverp.ent helped m_e solidify my positions and poor logic-that somehow going back to the site 
made it a lot easier. If we can show one another of the original arson would have some positive 
that we will be there for one another, . then the effect on Jeff. This strategy was really poor, and 
prospects of snitching will be less. · · the action was perceived by many as rather ado-

Overall, I think that the movement needs to lescent and taunting. 
have an honest and frank discussion about these Did the people who took part in this action 
tactics, who seems to choose them and. what that mean to harm Jeff? No, of course not. The thing 
means for the prospects of prison. is,· our actions do have unintended consequences, 

EF!J: What led you to decide that sabotage was not . and I feared that this group would continue to 
an appropriate tactic-or at least not an appropriate be interested in engaging in similar actions. I felt 
tactic (or you? personally responsible for Jeff's outcome-not 

DM: I decided that arson and sabotage were . because I was i.Iivolved, but because I was out of 
not'the right tactics for me shortly after the Jef- town and couldn't stop the action. Shown the 
ferson Poplar action. Part of it was my experience communique afterward, I pleaded to have Free's 
dousing SUVs and trucks with gasoline and be- name removed from it and was rebuffed. 
ing profoundly affected by that. It just didn't feel l think radical activists really need to consider 
right. I started to realize that all that was in my their impacts on prisoners. Personally, I think 
future was more destruction, and that destroying "solidarity actions" are sort of ·creepy and cen
things doesn't make a movement. In our sittia- tered way too much on us and not on the issue 
tion, I felt that we were too far removed from the at hand. A prosecutor's wet dream is for a solidar
broader environmental · movement to even be ity action to happen in the midst of a legal case. 
complementing their efforts. There was also this Any action dedicated to someone on trial or in a 
sort' of ticking clock I thought about-regard- legal casewill be fodder for the prosecution. That 

r 
ing whether we were getting closer to someone is just a fact, based on seeing it happen in many 
getting hurt. Some of my co-defendants started cases. Some people may like these actions-to 
exhibiting behavior that was scary to me, and it them I say: to each their own . . 
dawned on me that our goals were very different. EF!J: Your support group was one of the first to 
To me, arson and sabotage are means to an end. form following the December 2005 arrests, and it · 
I really did not take pleasure in destruction like appears 'to be one of the ,nost visible and effective 
some of my old friends did. prfsor:rer s_upport groups currently operating. Do you 

I decided to take some time off to dear my head have any insight into why this is? Do you have any 
after a particularly disappointing meeting..,.-what advice for folks doing prisoner support 'work? 
the prosecutors call "the last. book club meet- DM: My support~ group is a bunch of badasses 
ing"-where we discussed our goals and why we led by my wife, Jenny-who, despite all claims 
did what we did. Although I risked my life with that she is not an activist, is one of the best or
these people, it was surprising, to say the least, ganizers I have ever met! The shock of my belng 
to find out how divergent our ideas were. I :was tipped out of our dty was a major factor in the 
dismayed by growing factions that felt that what fast response to my arrest: I was arrested at 4:12 
we were doing was not enough, at a time when p.m. on December 7, 2005, and the courtroom 
I felt we should be pulling back, engaging only was packed the next day. My friends were able 
in' sabotage actions that could bolster bridges be- to mobilize a lot of the people I had worked with 
tween us and aboveground campaigns. during the past five years in New York City. My 

My time in Canada was full of new possibili- family, employer, co-workers, fellow students 
ties. I saw how indigenous people were resisting and friends were out in full force, aided by the 
forest destroyers in their territory. I saw above- simple fact that my family got eve!yone this in
ground but militant and creative forest defense formation really fast. I remember being in iail in 
campaigns being fought in the Elaho wilder- Eugene, Oregon, and not only finding out that I 
ness, and I met inner-city harm-reduction activ- had a lawye~ ready to be interviewed and hired, 
ists working to decriminalize heroin users and but that I had a website and listserv, and letters 
work for safe injection sites. Inspired· by their were already being generated for a bail hearing 
public and yet unapologetic m-ilitant stance, I · that I didll't even 'knqw was planned! My friends 
came back to the US and made my break with chose to fight like hell for me, and. I think that 
the ELF final. made all the difference. Living in New York, a 

EF!J: On Democracy Now, you told Amy Good- huge and rich city, .they hosted more · than SO 
man that the solidarity action with Jeffrey "Free" benefits for me in the last two years and contrib-

. Luers-the Romania at;:tion, which he oelieves was uted massive amounts to my legal defense-fund, 
partly responsible for his original 22-year, eight- as well as those of many of the other Green Scare 
month sentence-made you "start to loo_k at [your] defendants. 
actions as being very dangerous and having reper- Is this something you can learn? I think good 
cussions beyond '[your] control." Can you explain in prisoner and · defendant support grows out 
more detail what you meant by this? To what extent of deep relationships with people and a lot of 
should radical activists be required to anticipate or ' mutual aid. I had put eight years into prisoner 
~en feel responsible for the government repression support, and I had met and worked with a large 
that arises in ... response to their actions? number of people in NYC against the Republi-

DM: I want to be very frank abo'ut the Roma- can National Convention. ~ feel like the support 
nia action. It ruined free's ch~ce of a jury trial. I ·gave out was reciprocated. 
Now, of course, a jUry trial may have sent him to I would also like to see people who are not 
prison for a long time as well, but we will never well-known receive a lot of support. That would 
know: Romania was serious and dangerous be:. be a good goal: Can we support those we do not 
cause it was horribly tim~ and showed a very know but who nonethefess deserve our support? 



l 
My best advice is to let the defendant/prisoner and correspond wi~h a lot of people that I have 

guide the work in some way, and to be flexible not been able to for some time now, due to my 
. and work with their family and legal team. Jfs sort of frantic schedule on the outside. 
challenging but worth it in the end. EF!f: What concerns you? What inspires you? 

EF!J: What's the best way that peopl_e can show DM: A major concern I have is that the cases 
their support for you? that comprise the Green Scare will spread fear 

DM: I have received such insane support and paralyze people from action and organizing. 
that I could never give anything but praise for Like Will Potter ("Green Is the New Red") has 
those who have helped me out. I suppose the pointed out, legislation like the Animal Enter
best way people can show their support is to prise Terrorism Act and the federal crime of ter
engage in activism of some kind-the kind that rorism (which I and most of my co-defendants 
is long-term and promotes ecological sanity in received) have tbe potential to create a severe 
our society. Yup, it's a cliched answer for sure, chilling effect ori activism. It's difficult, because 
and ( feel silly writing it, but it 's the truth. I it's necessary to speak of what happened, but we 
get lots of mail, books and magazines. Really, have to balance that with the paralysis that can 
ail other great thing is for people to get others set in from too much analysis or wo'rrying. I think 
to take a look at the Green Scare cases, and help that groups like my support crew learned during 
those defendants and prisoners out. I al·so have this ordeal that action is indeed the antidote to 
a special place in my heart ~or Joyanna "Sadie" despair-that moving, struggling and advocat
Zacher, Nathan "Exile" Block and Jonathan ing for our friends' futures and the movement fs 
Paul, so keep an eye out for them and ask them . what we need to do to combat this fear fa·ctor. 
what 'they need: For more information, check I'm concerned that my case seems too com-
out www.greenscare.org. plex, and, thus, people will get confused by 

Finally, I want to ask that people consider the things like the riames of who cooperated or 
partners, wives, husbands, boyfriends, girlfriends didn't, the names of the charges and will"check 
and families of those in\iicted and imprisoned. out." This does not bode well for a movement 
'we are not in this alone, and our families and that needs to combat amnesia and stop history 
partners bear an awful burden. from repeating itself. Of course, so much of what 

EF!f: This Summer, you were accepted into Antioch is happening in our movement and society con
University McGregor's distance learning masters pro- cerns me-ongoing and endless war, seemingly 
gram. Can you tell us more about this? Do you have impending war in Iran, the day-to-day ecologi
any other goals or plans for your time in prison? cal destruction that is seen as normal, activists in 

DM: I was accepted into an environmental our moveme_nt facing s~rious time in prison, the 
sociology program at Antioch University that is fallacy of white people wanting to build a 700-
self-directed and attended a residency in April. I mile fence on our so-called border, and hearing 
am responsible for recruiting my own instructors the word "faggot" and other slur~ more ti,!lleS ~n 
and creating syllabi, as well as keeping up with the last three months than in the last 15 years 
the workload like any Student. I am on a leave of and that being seen as okay. 
absence right now, due to my time in transit. I Lately, I've been inspired by beautiful writ
will be starting the program again in the Winter: ing about resistance and emotions. Something 
The Antioch staff has been really open to work- about this ordeal has really affected my sensi
ing with me and has not hesitated at all, despite bilities, and I find myself crying when I think of 
the many obstacles that this program represent~ solidarity and the support I have received and 
for me as an incarcerated student. With luck and things like sibling relationships, friends who 
hard work, it will take me a little more than two have passed on this past year or so, and our pros
years. I am also lucky to have a crew of graduate pects. I'm inspired by brave people-the quiet 
.students on the outside who have helped me tre- kind wh<? seek no accolades and who keep at it, · 
mendously with my writing and preparation for day after day, with no end in sight and with no 
a graduate-level program. victory assured. I'm inspired by the selflessness 

As for other plans, I am consistently exercising of my co-defendant Jonathan-who could have 
a lot th~se days and ·trying to take advantage of gone to trial and fought his charges further, not 
the track .and many machines they have here. So having the 30-year mandatory minimum count, 
far, I prefer rowing and ~ stationary bike; but I in- but took the plea bargain to save us from spend
tend to add weights into the mix soon, too. The ing the rest of our lives in prison. Finally, I am 
Bureau of Prisons makes you wc;>rk, so I will be inspired by my wife and partner, Jeriny, whose 
starting a job as an orderly tomorrow. Hopefully, dedication and support I am so appreciative of. 
that won't stop me from studying too much. I EF!J: Is there , anything else you want to say to 
a}so intend. to catch up on a huge reading list · Joumal readers and the EF! c;ommunity? 

DM: First off, I want to thank anyone who 
has picked up a pen to write to me or my co
defendants, has donated any money to help 
us pay for our lawyers, has sent supportive . 
emails and letters, or has ·hosted benefits. 
Your support does mean something to me, 
and I will never forget it . I want to say that 
my co-defendants and I are human-just like 
you. We make mistakes; indeed, I have made 
many mistakes, like speaking to an old friend 
on a wiretap, allowing myself to grow overly 
cautious in my legal defense and not appreci
ating my wonderful life until so much of my 
freedom was ripped away. 

I did what I did-not cooperating-because I 
honor my word to my _allies. Th ere is nothing 
inherently different in me that influenced that 
decision. You too are capable of acting with 
integrity, and I implore people to truly think 
through -the consequences of your actions and 
work on building deep relationships that are able 
to withstand the pressures of legal battles that 
may happen 20 years from now. I erred in allow
ing myself to get desperate and lash out at enti
ties that caused me great frustration . There are 
other ways of effecting change, although they 

·may not give you the instant gratification that 
some actions will, nor will yout actions be con
sidered the most militant. 

We ·need to have serious conversations about 
whether militantancy is truly effective in all 
situations. Certainly, direct action is a wonder- . 
ful tool, but from my experience, it may not be 
the most effective one at all times or in all-situa
tions. This opinion will land me in disregard by 
both the militants (many of whom are -hyper
theoretical and, thus, their opinions exist in a 
sort of vacuum) and my enemies (who accuse me 
of playing both ·sides of the story) . T_he truth is 
that things are more complex than that. In some . 
instances, direct action is the most effective tac
tic. For instance, in 1999, I was involved in an 
action that destroyed a tremendous amount of 
genetically modified (GM) grass and equipment 
belongirig to · the company testing it. The risks 
of the GM grass were verified, and groups even 
sued to stop it-daiming that the GM grass 
would inevitably spread to the forests and grass
lands, polluting them with herbicide-resistant or 
faster-growing GM' grass. The action happened 
in 1999, but it took six years for the courts to 
rule in the plaintiff's favor, imposing a morato
rium on the growing _of GM grass. Actions that 
ar:e understood by the public and seen as l<:>gical 
can have a positive impact on pre-existing cam
paigns and struggles. 

On the other hand, I have to admit that I have 
been involved in some hare-brained actions that 
I am not proud of, that were fueled b'f- an intense 
need to "just do something." We need to balance 
our need to ·do something about what we see 
happening with str;1tegy and a healthy under
standing of the risks inherent in these actions. 
By "actions," I am riot just speaking of sabotage 
but any action on any campaign. 

These discussions are the sort of articles that 
need to appear in the pages of the Journal. De
spite the fact that my particular case is over, it's 
imperative that we discuss tactics and strate
gies in a way that people can actually hear and 
listen to what each other are saying. Someone 
once told me that rpany activists .are not into 
criticizing actions that have been taken, by the 
ELF because they want to support the defendants 
and that any criticism of the actions may be per
ceived as a diss on the people. I appreciate the 
sentiment . and the consideration, but I think, 
now that much of the case is over, we should 
soon start to have these dialogues. I, for one, can 
take any criticism levied on me regarding a~tions 
that I have been involved in. In that way, we can 
move the conversation forward on how to resist 
-ecological destruction i~ ~ serious and principled 
way, witho~t losing so many of our friends to 
prison, burnout and despair. 

Thanks for giving me the opportunity to share 
my views with everyone. Feel free to contact me 
at Daniel McGowan, #63794-053, Unit I, FCI 
Sandstone, POB lobO, Sandstone, MN 55072. . 

For more information, contact ·Family and 
Friends of Daniel McGowan, POB 106, New -
York, NY 10156; friendsofdanielmcg@yahoo. 
com; www.supportdaniel.org. 
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sv DANIEL McGowAN 
There has been some -discussion 

in radical circles~specially in the 
pages of the Earth First! Journal~ 
about whether it is appropriate or 
accurate to use the term "Green 
Scare." The argument, as I remem
ber it, is that this ~acklash against 
radical environmentalists and ani
mal liberationists is too small or 
targets a population too narrow 
to constitute a "Green Scare" (see 
EF!J January-February 2007). Fur
ther, some argue that by ·using_ this 
term, we alienate potential support
ers and activists from other move
ments (see EF!JMay-Jun_e 2007). I've 
reflected on this for the last couple 
of months a~d also have had the 
opportunity to discuss the original 
letter with its author. 

Ironically, I appear to have been 
one of the first people to use the 
term-,-in a 2000-2001 edition of a 
newsletter I worked on called "Spirit 
of Freedom." It's immaterial whether 
I coined it or not-many people in 
different places at different times 
coin phrases or come up with ideas. I 
used the term to describe what I saw 
in the Northwest at the time: an in
creasing federal interest in incidents 
claimed by the Earth Libera'tion Front 
(ELF), greater demonization of activ
ists who would not condellll\ ELF . 
actions or would speak in support 
of them, many new.bills being pro
posed to increase fines and sentences 
related to ELF and anti-genetic engi
neering actions, ami a growth 'in the 
wise-use industry with the creation 
of Stop Eco-Violence-an "astro-turf" 
organization run by a former public 
relations hack for Louisiana 'Pacific 
logging. Since then, I have only seen 
mor.e events living up to the term 
"Green Scare." 

Arguing against the term, detrac
tors point to the lil)1ited number 
of people who have been arrested 
or caught up in various legal cases, 
such as the SHAC 7, Operation Back
fire and the Sacramento ELF pros
ecutions. While we are technically, 
looking at a number that is clearly 
not huge, we lose something when 
we start reducing lives to numbers. 

·Consider that each defendant has 
a family, friends and is part of a 
community. The repercussions of 
these prosecutions extend way be
yond the number of defendants. I 
have seen this myself, as my family 
struggles with ways to explain my 

·absence to my three-year-old niece. 
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My case has four individuals whom 
the FBI considers "fugitives from 
justice," going so far as to place 
"Most Wanted" posters for them on 
the "domestic terrorism" page of its 
website. How many pec,>ple are af
fected by their absence and the ha
rassment of the federal government 
in their attempts tt> arrest them? 
The impact of the Green Scare can
not be reduced to numbers. 

The federal government has 
strange priorities and is incredibly 
concerned with the growth of the 
radical environmental and animal 
liberation movements. As things 
get worse in our society and as our 
demands for ecotogical 'sanity and 
compassion for animals get ignored, 
many people inevitably lose faith 
in polite ways of effecting change 
and choose more radical methods. 
Knowing this, the government has 
used high-profile prosecutions like 
mine and the SHAC 7 case to spread 
fear, creating a serious chilling ef-
fect on ·our movements. · 
· Let's looli at some aspects of my 

case (Operation Backfire) that illus
trate my point: 

Tlie initial arrests were conducted 
as part of a multistate operation 
that arrested seven people, sub
poenaed activists and made a huge 
media splash about the apprehen
sion of "domestic terrorists." The 
nymbers would eventually grow to 
14 arrests, four fugitives arid one 
unindicted iibersnitch named Jacob 
Ferguson. 
· The case was ·,cracked" with the 
creation of a Joint Terrorism Task 
Force based out of Portland, Oregon, 
with participants from many agen
cies-including the FBI; the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fi-rearms and 
Explosives; Eugene and Portland lo
cal police, and Oregon s_tate police; 
the US Forest Service and more. An 
estimated 40 agents have been cited 
as working on this case. 

Grand juries investigating this 
case cast a wide net, essentially 
serving as a fishing expedition for 
suspects. No one knows exactly 
how many people cooperated with 
them, only that one person-Jeff 
Hogg-did not and served six 
months in a crappy county jail for 
refusing to testify. 
. The prosecution .overcharged all 

of the defendants, not only wi~h 
at1surd numbers of arson counts 
(such as one count for each vehicle, 
not each incident) but also with 
the dreaded 924(c) count: "use of 

a destructive device. " This count paint me as a terrorist?" When 
has a mandatory 30-year sentence people are scared, they get para
for one count and a mandatory life lyzed. They wring their hands and 
sentence for two. Who would want theorize about horrible outcomes 
to gamble their life on· that with to their activism. So, we need to 
la jury? We called· this charge the look at these prosecutions as more 
"snitch maker." The cop who ar- than the government's line of "just 
rested me said, "9?4(c)? Yeah, that's catching people who break the 
what Chris Mcintosh was charged law." If we let them scare us into 
with and look, he pleaded to eight inactivity, then this Green Scare 

-years." The implication was that I will be successful for the corpora
should be smart, cut my losses and tions that continue to destroy the 
start cooperating. planet with impunity. 

The prosecution and media .called In writing about this topic, I have 
us "ecoterrorists," "domestic terror- inevitably focused on Operation 
ists" and, when they could get away Backfire, as it's what I know the 
with it, just plain old "terrorists." most about. To get the full grasp of 

• . . I 
For example, immediately after my the Green Scare, you have to look at 
arrest, federal agents raiding my the other cases: Eric McDavid, who 
New York City apartment told my is facing years in prison on a con
neighbors t_hat they were investi" spiracy charge orchestrated by a paid 
gating a "domestic terrorism" sitl,ta- agent provocateur; Rod Coronado, 
tion. In a national press conference who, after serving an eight-month 
about the case in 2006, then-Attor- sentence for a hunt sabotage (an 
ney General Alberto Gonzalez said,_ unprecedented amount of time), is 
"Terrorism: is terrorism, no matter ' now fighting a 20-year "destructive 
what the cause." · - device" charge for speaking about an 

The government argued for a "fed- incident he already served time for; 
eral crime of terrorism" enhance- the SHAC 7; and Tre Arrow, who is 
ment for eight of 10 defendants fighting extradition from Canada 
in my case. The legal definition of after having been charged with two 
the enhancement was broad; if the EL.F actions and who also faces the 
judge thought our behavior was de- dreaded 924(c) charges, yet he as
signed to coerce government behav-_ serts his innocence! 
ior, we got it. I received it because When discussing the appropriate
one sentence in the communique ness of the term "Green Scare," maybe 
for an action I was involved in refer- we· need to really take a step back and 
enced the Oregon and Washington have a frank look a! the effects of these 
legislatures. Many of us got this new _laws and prosecutions. While it 
enhancement even for actions tn doesn:t compare in scope to the red 

·which private businesses, not gov- ·scares of the 20th century, does that 
ernment agencies, were targeted. make it any less relevant to us now? 

.Despite not being charged with If people find the term to be an ex
domestic terrorism, we nonetl].e- aggeration, talk to them about the 
less are now conside}"ed terrorists. lives affected by the prosecutions, the 
The linkage of sabotage with ter- .campaigns disrupted and opportuni
rorism in this case is a stunning ties lost when we are organizing only 
legal and public relations victory around legal defense and not for pro
for the government. · actiye campaigns-to end old-growth 

Wiretaps, suicide, snitches-is logging, for instance. · 
this starting to sound like a Green If there is a bright spot to all of 
Scare to .you? _ · fuis, it's that, in its quest to destroy 

The true effects ·of the Green this movement, the government has 
Scare may not be felt for some succeeded in bringing a lot of peo
tinte, but the fear is palpable in the pie together. For that, I'm grateful. 
Northwe~t. There seems to be very When it comes down to it, whether 
little resistance to ecological de- we use the teim "Green Scare" isn't 
struction in a region that was full the point-it's that we acknowledge 
of grassroots campaigns . against the impact these actions by the 
old~growth loggin'g for the past 30 government and corporations have 
years. On many occasions, I have had on us and work for solutions to 
heard how these cases have freaked overcome them. 
people out. "Will I be prosecuted Daniel McGowan is serving seven 
under the Animal Enterprise Ter- years for his role in ELF ar.sons at a 
rorism Act?" "I've dug up a log- lumber company and a hybrid poplar 
ging road. Will the government farm. For his address, see page 28. 



SHAC Rolls Onward 
~ 

Average Polks Wage a Not-So-Average Campaign 

BY DARIUS FULLMER 

As I sit down to write this article, news_ comes 
that Huntingdon Life Science's (HLS) three larg
est shareholders have all abandoned that noto
rious animal-abusing laboratory (see _page 11). 
That would make them, by my count, the 269th 
through ~71st companies to do so since the be
ginning of the Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty 
(SHAC) campaign. 

It is now becoming clear that the worst fears 
of the pharmaceutical industry and the govern
ment agencies that do their dirty work are coming 
true. Could it be that activists have seen through 
their fear-mongering for the hollow threat that 
it is? The fact that both aboveground and under
ground actions against HLS and thei! financial 
supporters continue tells us this is true. . 

into their shoes and continuing their campaign 
of harassment and intimidation." 

What is it that they are so afraid of? Why have 
the governments of the US and the UK been 
so concerned about this particular campaign? 
Consider this: HLS is currently more than $100 
million in debt. When it finally does go under, 
this will be the fi_rst time in history that a social 
justice movement has brought down a multina
tional corporation. 

This fact has not been lost on the animal abus-

Contemplating these latest in a very long 
string of victories, I realize that I do not 
know who is rui?ning this campaign any
more. The folks who organized SHAC-USA 
sit in various federal prisons around the 
country, while across the Atlant-ic, their 
British counterparts sit in theirs. Yet the 
campaign is still moving forward. 

ers. In order to show cause for a recent tem:rorary 
restraining order filed against activists, they claim: 

Folks committed to shutting down Huntingdon Life Sciences 

Take a look at the people involved in this cam
paign. We are not the rich, the famous, the 
privileged or the holders of political power. We 
are students. We are blue-collar workers. We are 
average in every way. This terrifies the powers 
that be. People like us are not supposed to hold 
sway over corporate decision-making. People 
like us are not supposed to have a say. Yet, a read 
through the list of companies that have cut ties 
with HLS tells us otherwise: Citi (the world's 
largest financial institution), HSBC (the world's 
second-largest bank), Marsh (the world's largest 
insurance broker) and UBS Global Capital (tj1e 
world's largest private bank). The notion that 
people like you and I can hold influence over 
such companies is their fear ... and our victory. 

That · victory is as real today as it was 
in May 2004, when federal agents came 
knocking on my door. The government 

The amount of support my co-defendants 
aiid I have received from around the world 
has been truly astounding. But, as we said 
from the beginning, the most important 
form of support anyone can give us is to 
do whatever is in their power to fight for 
animal liberation. So, I am thankful for this 
latest news-not only for the animals im
prisoned inside HLS who ar~ now one step 
closer-to freedom, but for my co-defendants, 
knowing that the day that the news of these 
_latest victories finds its way to them will pass 
that much easier. 

The SHAC 7 case had nothing-to do with crime 
and punishment. My co-defendants and I were 
prosecuted as ~ means to an end-that end .reing 
to put a stop to the camp'!-ign against HLS. The 

"In May· 2004, a federal grand jury indicted was~ed millions of dollars and countless re
SHAC-USA and six of its individual members sources to · prosecute a handful of public 
with 'animal enterprise ·terrorism,' stalking and spokespeople for this campaign. We are only 
conspiracy. On March 2, 2006, after a trial before six out of many thousands. The struggle has 

. a jury, these defendants were q:mvicted o,n ;ill continued .and will. continue until HLS is 
counts. They were sentenced on September 13, , · closed forever. . . . . · 
2Q06, .to ai). aggregate 24 years in prison .'Howev~r, . , 'pqrii!S, one ofthe.SHAC 7, was rel(lfiSed from prison ·'plan· was to prosecute .a f~w of _the mpre pu\?lic 

faces of the movement arid scare the rest of them 
into sileric~-or w the{~Jre Hoping. · · 

· their 'inc'arcetation 'did hothlrig ·t~ 'prevent ptlier . ·· ori Sepfember.29; dfter'sertini'one year'for his role in 
, 9rganiz~t~OQS af!d. indi~~u.~ls .. :·· .. from .stepping . _th,e SHAC-US~ campaign. · · · 

' • _/I o '," .,.' •' • • ~ • • • .. ~ • ""'!> • .. • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . •' ~. • .• ........ · .... -............. · ~ ·- ... ·•·· ........ ~.' •. •·.•. ~ .. , ., ............................... . 

THESHAC 
-

( 3rfore eAppeafin~ fl~an 8ver) 

BY ANDREA 

The SHAC 7-Jacob Conroy, Dar
ius Fullmer, Lauren Gazzola, joshua 
Harper, -Kevin. Kjonaas, Andy Stepa
ruan and Stop Huntingdon Animal 
Cruelty-USA (SHAC-USA)-were in
dicted on a broad range of federal 
felonies 'on March 26, 2004. They 
were charged with conspiring to 
violate the Animal Enterprise Pro
tection Act (AEPA), conspiring to 
.commit interstate stalking and con
spiring to use a telecommunications 
device to harass others. 

With the odds stacked against 
them from the beginning-the 

. jU<;lge installed an anonymous jury, 
admitted nearly eve-ry piece of-evi
dence th~ prosecution offered, and 
required only the defendants, their 
attorneys and supporters to go 
through a second metal detector 
placed at the courtroom doors-the 
SHAC 7 were found guilty of all 

counts on March 2, 2006. Later, 
they_ were given prison sentences 
ranging from one to six years (see 
EF!J November-December 2006). 
They started their sentences in No
vember 2006. 

Luckily, the story does not end 
there. Appeals are in the works, 
and the opening briefs were finally 
filed this ·pas~ ·october. Trying to 
summarize the arguments in the 
appellate briefs would consume en
tirely too much space and put the 
average person to sleep, Suffice it 
to say the briefs, when combined, 
exceeded 700 pages and attempted 
to address the myriad errors the 
judge made in her rulings, the ex
traneous evidence that should have 
never come in, the inapplicability 
of the. laws as applied and a full 
challenge to the constitutionality 
of the AEPA-not only as applied 
to these defendants but in general 
terms as well. 

. , 

The Center for Constitutional 
Rights, the National Lawyers Guild 
and the. ·First Amendment Law
yers Association have thrown their 
weight behind · the appeal ·by fil
ing an amicus curiae ("friend of the 
court") brief, arguing why the con
victions should be overturned and 
addressing the potential ripple effect 
the sHAC 7 convictions could have 
on other social justice movements: 

"The focus of this case is 
words-primarily, words posted 
to a website-used in the context 
of an e~otionally charged politi
cal struggle. Appellants now sit 
iri federal penitentiaries for using 
those words. 

'~If appellants' convictions stand, 
virtually all Internet-based social 
justice campaigns are at risk of 
prosecution. Any social justice cam
paign that identifies an individual 
or organization as a target of a boy
cqtt or demonstration will be at risk 

of criminal sanction if a third per
son takes illegal ac,tion against that 
target. Anti-war website operators 
could be aiding and abetting a va
riety of crimes by reporting on an 
anti-war sit-in in a senator's office." 

Although the appeals are mov
ing forward, the fight is far from 
over. From here, we await a reply 
from the government, followed by 
a reply by the defense. Then, the 
appeals court will take the case un
der submission and will likely take 
months to render a decision. This 
is a big cilse-it involve~ thousands 
of pages of briefs, thousands of ex
hibits (pieces of paper introduced as 
evidence at trial) and the fact that 
this is the first time the AEPA has 
been challenged. All of thls means a 
decision will likely be some time in 
the making. · 

So, when will we know some
thing? Optimistic bets are Fall 2008. 
Keep your fingers crossed! 
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Prisoners in the Struggle 
· Support Them! . 

The following list is a small sample of the total number of political prisoners 
and prisoner support groups worldwide. Regulations for mail sent to prisoners 
vary according to individual prisons. Before sending monetary donations, stamps; 
books or packages, ask prisoners what the regulations are. Assume that the au
thorities read everything you write to a prisoner. When prisoners are awaiting 
trial or sentencing, it is best not to discuss their cases Dr related topics with them. 
Although some prisoners are listed together, they must be written to separately. 
The EF! Journal offers discounted subsc;riptions for prisoners. Please contact us 
for more information. 

Prisoner and Legal Updates 
•Gregg Avery, TA7450, HMP Win

chester, Romney Rd, Winchester, 
S022 5DF, UK. Awaiting trial for al
leged conspiracy to blackmail people 
linked to Huntingdon Life Sciences 
(HLS). He has been moved to the 
above address. . 

•Mel Broughton, TN9138, HMP 
Woodhill, Tattenhoe St, Milton 
Keynes, Buckinghamshire, MK4 4DA, 
UK. In December, Broughton was 
charged with conspiracy to .blackmail 
and possession of explosives in con
nection with the campaign against 
Oxford University's primate lab. 

• Rod Coronado pleaded guilty in 
December, to telling people how 
to construct an incendiary device. 
For more information, visit www. 
supportrod.org . . 

• Donald Currie, A3660AA, HMP 
Parkhurst, Clissold Rd, Newport, Isle 
of Wight, P030 5NX, UK. Serving an 
"indefinite sentence" of at least six 
years-with no fixed release date or 
upper limit-for arson against targets 
linked to the vivisection industry. He 
has been moved to the above address. 

•Julia Didrikson, of the UK, was 
sentenced to fi.ve months in Septem
ber, for sending threatening emails to 
companies linked to HLS. Her address 
was not available at press time. 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #1306729, 
Lane County Adult" Corrections, 101 
W 5th Ave, Eugene, OR 97401, USA. 
Awaiting resentencing ·for an arson at 
a car dealership and the attempted ar
son of an oil truck. He has been moved 
to the above address. For more infor
mation, visit www.freefreenow.org. 

•Josephine Mayo and Suzanne 
Taylor, who are in prison for actions 

. against the British vivisection indus
try, have asked to be removed from 
prisoner listings, so they can focus on 
their studies. 

•Eric McDavid, X-2972521 4E231A, 
Sacramento County Main Jail, 651 
"I" St, Sacra.JI}.ento, CA 95814, USA. 
In November, McDavid undertook a 
two-week hunger strike to protest the 
jail's ongping refusal to provide ad
equate vegan food and medical treat
ment: His sentencing, for conspiracy 
to destroy the US Forest Service's In
stitute of Forest Genetics, a cell-phone 
tower and power plant~, is scheduled 
for January 24. For more information, 
visit www.supporteric.org. 

•Chris "Dirt" Mcintosh, #30512-
013, USP Hazelton, POB 2000, Bruce
ton Mills, WV 26525, USA. Mcintosh, 
who previously requeited removal 
from this list, has asked to be rein
stated. He is serving eight years for a 
joint Animal Liberation Front (ALF)/ 
Earth Liberation Front (ELF) arson of 
a McDonald's. For more information, 
visit www.supportchris.net. 

•Deborah Morrison, of the UK, was 
sentenced to eight months in Novem
ber, for sending threatening letters 
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and emails to companies linked to 
the vivisection industry. Her address 
was not available at press time. 

•Jonathan Paul, #07167-085, FCI 
Phoenix, 37910 N 45th Ave, Phoenix, 
AZ 85086, USA. Serving 4.25 years for 
the ALF/ELF arson of a horse slaugh
terhouse and meat"packing plant. He 
has been moved to the above address. 

•Joshua Rosenberg was charged i~ 
September, with vandalizing a Texas 
restaurant that serves foie gras. He is 
currently free on bail. · 

• Martin Shaw, of the UK, is awaiting 
trial for attempting to destroy a test 
crop of genetically modifi<::d potatoes 
in july. He is currently free on bail. 

•Mark Taylor, who is serving fou.r 
years for demonstrating outside the 
offices of companies linked to HLS, 
has asked to be removed from pris
oner listings. 

Awaiting Trial or Sen tencing 
•Mumia Abu-jamal, #AM8335, SCI 

Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynes
burg, PA 15370, USA. Awaiting the 
results of his May appeals hearing. 
Abu-Jamal, a politically active jour
nalist, was framed for the murder of 
a cop in 1981. For more information, 
visit www.freemumia.org. 

•Natasha Avery, NR8987, and 
Heather Nicholson, VM4859, HMP 
Bronzefi.eld, Woodthorpe Rd, Ashford, 
Middlesex, TW15 3JZ, UK. Awaiting 
trial for alleged conspiracy to blackmail 
people linked to HLS. Avery is also serv
ing 16 months for using abusive words 
and behavior toward a fox hunter. 

•Tre Arrow, CS#058507..22, Van
couver Island Regional Correction 
Center, 4216 Wilkinson Rd1 Victoria, 
BC, V8Z 5B2, Canada. Appealing ex
tradition to the US to stand trial for 
alleged involvement in the arsons of 
logging trucks and vehicles owned by 
a sand and gravel company. For more 
information, visit www.trearrow.org. 

•Sacramento Delfi.no Cano Hernan
dez and Oscar Santa Maria Caro, 
CERESO, Miahuatlan de Porfi.rio Dfaz, 

-Hall B, Cell 5, Oaxaca, Mexi<;o. Await
ing.trial on unknown charges stemming 
from the pop~ar resistance in Oaxaca. 
Santa M¢a is a known member of Re
sistance Against Animal Torture. 

• Briana Waters' trial for alleged 
involvement in an ELF ars~n at the 
University of Washington's Center 
for Urban Horticulture is scheduled 

·for February 4. For more information, 
visit www.supportbriana.org. 

Animal Liberation 
•Jon Ablewhite: TB4885, John 

. Smith, TB4887, and Kerry Whitburn, 
TB4886, HMP Lowdham Grange, 
Lowdham, Nottingham, NG14 7DA, 
UK. Serving 12 years for conspiracy to 
blackmail a supplier of guinea pigs for 
vivisection. 

•Jacob Conroy, #93501-011, .FCI 
Victorville Medium 1., POB 5300, 

Adelanto, CA . 92301, USA. Serving 
four years for conspiracy charges 
stemming from his work with Stop 
Huntingdon Animal Cruelty (SHAC). 
For more information, visit www. 
supportjake.org. 

•Lauren Gazzola, #93497-011, FCI 
Danbury, Rte 37, Danbury, CT 06811, 
USA. Serving 4.5 years for conspiracy 
charges stemming from her work 
with .SHAC. For more information, 
visit www.supportlauren.com. 

USA. Servin·g nearly eight years for 
ELF arsons at an SUV dealership and 
a hybrid poplar farm. 

11 Silvestre 
fl Silvestre is an Italian eco-anarchist 

group whose members have been framed 
for a variety of direct actions. In May, 
Alessio Perondi and William Frediani 
were found guilty of terrorist conspiracy 
and participating in direct .action. They 
are under house arrest pending their ap
peal. Ragusa and five others who are free 
on bail are awaiting trial for allegedly us-

•Sarah Gisborne, LT5393, HMP 
Downview, Sutton Ln, Sutton, Surrey, 
SM2 5PD, UK. Serving 5.5 years for 
conspiracy to damage vehicles owned 
by people linked to HLS. 

. ing explosives to damage'power lines. 

•Joshua Harper, #29429-086, FCI 
Sheridan, POB 5000, Sheridan, OR 
97378, USA. Serving three years for 
conspiracy charges stemming from 
his work With SHAC: For more infor
mation, visit www.joshharper.org. 

•Kevin Kjonaas, #93502-011, Unit I, 
FCI Sand~tone, POB 1000, Sandstone, 
MN 55072, USA. Serving six years for 
conspiracy charges stemming from his 
work with SHAC. For more informa
tion, visit www.supportkevin.com. 

•Andrew Stepanian, #26399-050, 
FCI Butner Medium II, POB 1500, 
Butner, NC 27509, USA. Serving 
three -years for conspiracy charges 
stemming from his work with SHAC. 
For , more information, visit www. 
andystepanian .com. 

Ecodefense 
•Grant B~rnes, #137563, San Carlos 

Correctional Facility; POB 3, Pueblo, 
CO 81002, USA. Serving 12 years fpr 
the ELF arson of SUVs. 

•Nathan "Exile" Block, #363-59=086, 
FCI Lompqc, 3600 Guard Rd, Lom5' -_ 
poe, c;:A 93436, USA. ·Serving nearly 
eight years for ELF arsons at an SUV 
dealership and a hybrid poplar farm. 

•Marco Camenisch, Postfach 3143, 
CH-8105 Regensdorf, Switzerland . . 
Serving 18 years for using explo
sives to target nuclear facility power 
lines and for the alleged murder of a 
Swiss border guard. Camenisch reads 
French, German, Spanish and Italian 
fluently, as well as some English. 

•lbai Ederra and Julio Villanueva, 
Carcel de Pamplona, C/San Roque 

. Apdo 250, 31080 lruiiez, Pamplona, 
Navarra, Spain. Serving nearly fi.ve 
years (or sabotaging machinery at the 
Itoiz-Dam construction site in 1996. 

•Daniel McGowan, #63794-053, 
Unit I, FCI Sandstone, POB 1000, 
Sandstone, MN 55072, USA. Serv
ing seven years for ELF arsons at a 
lumber company and a hybrid pop
lar farm. For more information, visit 
www.supportdaniel.org. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, 
FMC Carswell, Admin Max Unit, 
POB 27137, Ft. Worth, TX 76127, 

. USA. Serving nearly nine years for 
. violating _her parole by dumping a 

cup of red paint over the security 
apparatus of a federal court and 
making warnings (" threats") of 
weapons -of mass destruction. In 
2004, Woodson completed 20 years 
for disarming a Minuteman II mis
sile silo with a jackhammer, mailing 
warning letters with bullets inside 

· to officials; and robbing a bank and 
burning the money. 

•Joyanna "Sadie" Zacher, #36360-
086, FCI Dublin, Camp Parks, Unit 
E, 5701 ~th St, Dublin, CA 94568, 

•Costantino Ragusa, Casa Cir
condariale, Via Prati Nuovi 7, 27058 
Voghera (PV), Italy. Serving more than 
two years for an arson at a corporate 
office and organizing an anti-genetic
engineering protest. 

Indigenous Resistance 
•Byron Shane of Chubbuck© 

Clan, #07909-051, USP Beaumont, 
POB 26030, Beaumont, Texas, North 
America. Serving 80 years for aggra
vated assault of federal agents, escape 
and bank robbery. Chubbuck fun
neled money that he stole from banks 
to the Zapatista National Liberation 
Army in Mexico. · 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, USP 
Lewisburg, POB 1000, Lewisburg, PA 
17837, USA. Peltier, an American In
dian Movement activist, is serving 
life in prison after being framed for 
the deaths of two FBI agents killed 
during the 1975 Pine Ridge siege. 
For more information,· visi.t www. 
freepeltier.org. 

MOVE 
The MOVE 9, members of an eco

revolutionary group, were framed for 
the murder of a cop and sentenced to 30 
years to 100 years each. For more infor
mation, visit www.onamove.com. 

•Debbie Sims Africa, #006307, Ja
net Holloway Africa, #006308, and 
Janine Phillips Africa, #006309, SCI 
Cambridge Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave, 
Cambridge Springs, PA 16403, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, 
and Charles Sims Africa, #AM4975, 
SCI Graterford, POB 244, Graterford, 
PA 19426, USA. 

•EdwardGoodrnanAfrica,#AM4974, 
S~I Mahanoy, 301 Morea Rd, Frack
ville, PA 17931, USA. 

•William Phillips Africa, #AM4984, 
and Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI 
Dallas, Follies · Rd, Drawer K, Dallas, 
PA 18612, USA. 

Political Prisoners 
•Fran Thompson, #1090915 HU 

1C, WERDCC, POB 300, 1101 E Hwy 
54, Vandalia, MO 63382-0300, USA. 
Before receiving a life sentence in the 
early 1990s for shooting a stalker in 
self-defense, Thompson was active 
in animal rights and environmental 
campaigns. 

Prisoner Support Groups 
. • Earth Liberation Prisoners Sup

port Network, elp4321@hotrnail.com; 
www.spiritoffreedom.org. uk. 

•National Jericho Movement, POB 
1272, New York, NY 10CJ 3, USA; 
www. thejerichomovem~nt.coin. 

•North American Earth Libera
tion Prisoners Support _Network, 
naelpsn@mutualaid .org; www. 
ecoprisoners. org. 



announcetrtents 
rhe RNC Welcoming Committee 
Wants to Visit You! 
Winter/Spring 2008 

The Republican National Convention 
RNC) Welcoming Committee is delighted 
o announce an early-2008 tour of these sto
en lands we call the United States. Between 
he end of January and the (as-yet-unnamed, 
)ReNC-like) event we're planning for May Day 
veekend, we'd like to ·cover .the entire country, 
·egion by region, spreading anti-RNC fervor 
md gathering feedback, information and re
.ources-for next September's anti-RNC protests 
n St. Paul, Minnesota . Th~ more networking 
md exchange we have now, the stronger we'll 
)e come convention-crashing time! 

Understanding that most people can't make 
t out to Minnesota before the convention, we 
:ee this tour as an opportunity to bring the Wel
:oming Committee .to your hometown, and to 
)ring your thoughts, ideas and voices back to 
v!innesota. We're . prepared to do · everything, 
'rom a basic "What the RNC Will Look Like" 
Jresentation, to strategizing and infoswapping 
:essions, to one-on-one discussions with folks . 
)rganizing for the protests. Additiemally, we'd 
ove to see the tour stops incorporate workshops 
ms:I skillshares-street medic, direct action, con
:ensus, you name it-=that address the needs and 
.nterests of people in your community. While 
Ne don't expect funds (or lack thereof) at any 
me stop to be a deal-breaker, we would appre
:iate any h~Jp in paying for this thing and in 
;aving up for anticipated costs at the RNC. And, 
Jf course, we'g like somewhere to rest our heads 
xcasionally along the way! 

If you'd like us to stop in your city, town
;hip or Hooverville, or if you just have ques- . 
tions or concerns, email us at tour@riseup. 
net. Join our announcements list by emailing 

rnc08-subscribe@lists.riseup.net. If yoti just 
want to stay informed, visit www.nornc.org/ 
the-tour. 

the San Francisco County Fair Building (at the · 
intersection of Ninth Avenue and Lincoln Way). 
The weekend will feature more than 50 anar
chist publishers and vendors, and will include a 

Help Defend Our spoken-word program. There will be a free "bike 
Wild Friends in Jndiana! valet service, a kids/family space, a cafe and no 

. February 1-3 • Southern Indiana cover charge. 
Southern Indiana is home to one of the larg- . A six-f~ottable for both days co~ts $100. F?r more 

. . mformation, contact the Anarchist Bookfarr Com-
est predator hunts m the country. The Indiana .tt I B d.,., th B ks .1369 H · h s 
P d t H t A · t' .11 b . ·- m1 ee, c o oun .oge er oo , atg t t, 

re a or un ers ssoCia Ion WI e sponsormg . San Francisco CA94117· (415) 431-8355. 
a three-day coyote and fox hunt on February 1-3. ' ' 
Come to Indiana this Winter and let these sense-
less murderers know what you think of them! 
Residents of Southern Indiana will be fighting 
to stop the slaughter of hundreds of our furry 
friends. Join the fight! 

For more information email hoosierhuntsab@ 
yahoo.com. 

11th Annual National Conference on 
Organized Resistance 
March 7-9 • Washington, DC 

The National Conference of Organized Re
·sistance (NCOR) is an annual event that brings 
together people from all backgrounds for a week
end of learning and discussion of local and inter
national social justice issues through workshops, 
panel discussions and skillshares: NCOR is held 
on the main campus of America!) University, in 
northwest Washington, DC. 

For more information, or to request a tabie or to 
set up a workshop, email ncor@mutualaid.org. 

13th Annual Bay Area Anarchist Bookfair 
March 22-23 • San Francisco 

Bound Together Books is hosting the annual 
Anarchist Bookfair in San Francisco, on Maroh 

· 22-23. It will be held in Golden Gate Park, at 

l4oLV 
~MOKES 

Fossil Fools Day: Worldwide Day of 
Fesistance to the Fossil Fuel Empire 
Aprill 

For more than a century, the fossil fuel industry 
has been fooling with our lives. From extraction 
to combustion, it has poisoned our air, polluted 
our water and altered the Earth's climate to the 
detriment of all life. It 'is time that we turn the 
tables and uqmask the real fools. 

There is no doubt that fossil fuels are .the 
primary source of climate change. If there is 
to be any hope of averting a complete climate 
meltdown, we must immediately stop burning 
fossil fuels . Despite melting ice caps, unprec
edented species extinction, droughts and ex- · 
treme weather, it is clear that the governments 
and corporations of the world will not do this 
voluntarily . .Instead, we must join together in 
collective action to create a better world. 

On April 1, join thousands around the world 
in shutting down the fossil fuel empire. From 
your local gas pump to international coal ports, 
communities w,ill be taking direct action to show 
that we aren't fooling around. Pial) an action in 
your 'town! . 

Form6re info, contactcleancars@globalexchange. · 
org; www.fossilfoolsday.org. 

BY THE STOKELY FAMILY 

We are very sad to note that Earth 
First!er Monica Stokely, of Jackson
ville, Florida, died on October 25, in 
Ferndale, Washington. She was 26. 
Monica's life followed an extraordi
nary path of passionate service to 
the environment and those less for
tunat!;! than her. She will be greatly 
missed by her friends and family. 

Care, rescuing and rehabilitating 
animals of all types-from turtles. 
to owls to opossums. 

Monica spent December 2006, 
in New Orleans, where she helped 
gut some of the homes damaged by 
Hurricane Katrina. She also shared 
sewing craft projects wjth some of 
the kids there. 

Monica Stokely Memorial Schol
arship, and mailed to the Florida 
Fund, Attention: Melissa Tyrone, 
POB 14425, Gainesville, FL 32604. 

Monica demonstrated her love 
of animals and the environment 
in many w;iys. As early as elemen
tary school, Monica organized 
the familis recycling program. 
When she was in middle school, 
Monica volunteered at a local hu
mane society on weekends. In her 
adult life, Monica voluntee~;ed at 
Paynes Prairie· State Park, the Sara
sota Aquarium and Florida Wildlife 

In Spring 2006, Moni~a did land
based support with Din·e grand
mothers resisting relocation on 
Black Mesa in northern Arizona. 

Later that year, Monica attended 
the Earth First! Round River Ren
dezvous in Virginia, with her dog, 
Barney. ·Monica shared her Poi 
fire dancing one night with the 
group, with the flames from her 
poi making exciting forms in the 
dark. Monica's commitment .to re
cycllng was dem<;mstrated during 
this event as well, as she organized 
much of the camp's recyclable 
trash. The week ended with a pro
test of one of the large coal plants 
in the area, of which Monica was 
an integral part. 

Monica loved -being in the natu
ral world and traveled throughout 
wildern~ss areas in North America. 
She hiked both the Appalachian 
and Pacific Coast trails, and enjoyed 
camping in many of our beautiful 
state parks. 

Monica's family has serup a memo
rial website at www.monicastokely. 
com, with pictures and links to some 
of the causes that Monica was most 
passionate abOut. 
· In memory of Monica, contribu-· 
tions may be made to the Univer
sity of Florida FounQ.ation, Inc., with 
a memo that they be used for the Monica Stokely 
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"'I spent a year in rhe-Northwoods.of fFiscons:tn ar un outdoor school. It 1vas not a 
survil·al school, because l died. I .died to my old H;ay (Jf thinking. I died to being 

egocentric. I die<{. to ihe pur.yJ<iMfthe c;iyili::.ed l{feway. 
'"I became alive to oth.c.t thing~~ecame afiv'rf;ttJ The Cirde, I became alive 
to the natil'e l(tew£ arn~ . .al1>:e c'O~mec s ofail things. I became 

~" ···· •· t_rih(i..t 
"My heart · 

- Coyote Three Feat 

·FLAMING ARROWS 

I 

writings by Rod Cornonado 

$1 0 aJI money goes to Rod 

flamingarrows.mountainrebel. net 

Many of our mgst dedicated readers make only 35¢ per flour-not 
even enough to afford the "stamp subscription" rate. 

Send us $20 and a note explaining that it's for a prisoner subscription. 

You'll help out the Journal as well as hook up a 
prisoner for a year. 

o from tucson's "reed between the bors" 

\ h FL 
T-Shirts ~~ 

· .. 

Snake LoQo 
New!! $20! 

Printed on SweatshoP-Free. Organic Cottonr::~
Available in Men~s s. M. L & XL · 

Womyn·s M. L. & XL fRuns SmaiiJ 

EF! Fist LoQo $15 Each! Green & Black Star 

1 Name ______ ...:.,______;, ___ 0 $500 Lifetime Subscription 

I Address 0 $25 Regular Rate ($22 low income) 

I 0 $40 First Class 

I 
City, State, Zip+4 O $40' Anonymous Envelope 

1 Tel. _ ___, ____ Country_.:;._ __ 0 $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate $ __ DONATION 

I Email ____________ O Send me a free Keep It Wild EF! music compilation with my subscription 

I
I Mail: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions Credit Card Orders circle one: Visa 1 MC 

POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 
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The Earth First! Journal currently 
has an opening for a new member 
of our editorial staff. It could be you! 

; Being a part of the Journal is full of 
rewards-working on a consensus 
basis with a tight collective to create 
a publication essential to the radical 
environmental movement. Our new 

i long-term editor ideally will have 

! publishti_nbgl ex~ehrien~e: be peffrsohnally 
I· compa 1 e w1t ex1stmg sta , ave 

excellent editing skills, be computer 
literate, have a sense of humor and 
be able to C!)mmit to at least a year 
and a half. As a collective, all of the 
work is shared, so a motivated, hard
working-individual is required! 

We also welcome people with a variety 
of talents and activist experience to 
come and work for one issue of the 
Journal as a "short-term" editor. This 
adds to the diversity of voices and 
energy in the Journal. The waiting 
list can be long, but it also depends 
on how flexible your schedule is and 
when you will be available. 

To apply, send your resume with a 
letter of interest to the Earth First! 
Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ. 85702. 
Please forward a writing sample, 
activist history and the name$ of some 
activists who can vouch for you. For 
more information, contact (520) 620-
6900; collective@earthfirstjoumal.org. 



EARTH FIRST! 
DlRE<)TORY 

Find. the EF! group nearest yoli~]f yo~ clo.n~t ~ee- 9ne, start .one! 
. . . . _.· :· .· · .. ·.- .. ·.·. . . . 

.arkansasearthftrst@gmail.com 
CALIFORNIA 
ACT UP! San Francisco 
1§84 Market St, San .Francisco, CA 94102 
(415) 864-"ii686; actupsf@hotmail.com 
Free Mind Media 
546 Pacific Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
info@freemindmedia.org 
Healeth EF! 
POB 720327, Redding, CA 96099 
(530) 241-1007 
Long Haul Infoshop 
3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 
(510) 540-0751; slingshot@tao.ca 
North Coast EF! 
POB 28, Arcata, CA 95518 
(707)_822-1513 
Santa Cruz EF! 
cruzef@cruzio.com 
Sierra Nevada EF! 
935 F St, Fresno, CA 93706 
col~e<;tive@sierranevadaearthfirst.org · 
smartMeme Strategy & Trainifig Project _ 
2940 16th St #216, San Francisco, CA 94103 

- .info@smarimeme.com 
COLORADO 
Wilderness Study Group 
University of Colorado, Gampus Box 207, 
Boulder, CO 80309 
wsg@colorado.edu 
CONNECTICUT 
Environmental Library Fund 
25 Newtown Tpke, Weston, CT 06883. 
(203) 227-2065; remyc@prodigy.net 
FLORIDA 
Central Florida EF! 
centralfloridaearthfirst@gmail.com 
Everglades EF! 
822 N C St, Lake Worth, FL 33460 
(561) 588-9666;-evergladesearthftrst@grnail.com 
ILLINOIS 
Chicago EF! 
1740 W Greenleaf Ave, Chicago, IL 60626 
(773) 465-7774 
INDIANA 
Boxcar Books &·Community Center 
310A S Washington St, 
Bloomington, IN 47401 
(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 
Roadblock EF! 
roadblockef@yahoo.com 

· I<ANSAS 
Solidarity! Radical Library 
1109 Massachusetts St, Lawrence, KS 66044 
(785) 865-1374 
MAINE 

Maine EF! · · · · · · 
POB 8064, Portland, ME 01104 ·, 
maineef@yahoo.com ' · ; · 
People's Free Space 
POB-48?5.;· Portland, ME 04112 

. info@peoplesfiee~pac~.org . . . . . . . . . 
. MARYLAND . ' 
Potomac EF! 
c/o Peace Resourc-e Center,' · · 
4 East Church St, Frederick, MD 2·1701 
xanok_punkx@ris~up.net 

MASSACHUSETTS -_ 
Mass Direct Action 
POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 
massdirectaction@riseup.net 
Rising Tide Boston 
boston@risingtidenorthamerica.org 
MINNESOTA 
Church of Deep Ecology 

· POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 
. (800) 862-7031; 

contact@churchofdeepecology.org 
Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale AveS, Minneapolis, MN 55405 
paarise@mtn.org 
MISSOURI . 
Confluence/Community Arts & 
Media Project 
3022 Cherokee St, Saint Louis, MO 63118 
mberry@riseup.net 

.MONTANA 
Buffalo Field-Campaign 
POB 957, West'Yellowstone, MT 59758 
(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies,org 
Wild Rockies EF! 
(406) 961-0171; odinswyrd@yahoo.com 
NEBRASKA 
Environmental Resource Center 
(308) 432-3458; buffalobruce@panhandle.net 
NEWYORI< 
Central New York EF! 
POB 35463, Syracuse, NY 13235 
(585) 802-8330; cnyearthfirst@riseup.net 
Wetlands Activism Collective 
POB 344, New York, NY 10~08 
(201) 928-2831; activism@wetlands-preserve.org 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Croatan EF! 
2419 Mayview St, Raliegh, NC 27607 
croatanearthfirst@gmail.com 

- Kat6ah EF! 
POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
Rising Tide Asheville 
risingtide@mountainrebel.net 
QlliQ 
Hock-Hocking EF! 
(7 40) 592-2581; info@easternforestdefense.org 
The Wire: A Community' Resource Center 
21 Kern St, Athens, OH 45701 · 
(740) 589-5111; thewire@riseup.net 
OREGON -
Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 
27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia EF! · 
POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
ef@cascadiarising-.org • 
Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97 
collective@greenanarchy 

Tide Cascadia · 

Stumptown EF! 
(503) 704•9513; 
PENNSYLVANIA 
EF! Philly 
earthfirstphilly@riseup.net 
Species Traitor/Black and Green 
POB 835, Greensburg, PA 15601 
pri!Ilalwar@hotrnail.com 
RHODE ISLAND 
Ocean State EF! 
oceanstate_ef@riseup.net 
TENNESSEE 
Three Rivers EF! 
POB 16309, Knoxville, TN 37996 
(865) 633-8483; annebonnylives@yahoo.com 
TEXAS 
Lone Star EF! 
lonestaref@gmail.com; www.huntsab.org/lonestaref.htm 
UTAH , 
Wild Wasatch EF! 
8790 W 25800 N, Portage, UT 84331 
(435) 866-2137 
VERMONT 
Save the Corporations From Themselves 
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VI 05301 
(802) 254-4847; corpsave@sover.net 
VIRGINIA 
Blue Ridge Earth First! 
blueridgeef@yahoo.com 
WASHINGTON 
The Evergreen State College 
Environmental Resource Center 
.2700 Evergreen PkWy NW, Cab 320, 
Olympia, W A 98505 
(360) 867-6784; erc@riseup.net 
The Last Wizards · 
james@lastwizards.com _ 
WISCONSIN 
Madison EF!/Infoshop 
1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, WI 53703 
(608) 262-9036 
WYOMING 
Teewinot EF! 
POB 1329, Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 690-696 ~; teewinotef@wiidrockies.org 

PROJECTS&
CAMPAIGNS 
Challenging Oppression Within 
earthfirstcow@yahoo.com 
EF! Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(925) 376-7329 ·. 
Rising Tide North America 
POB 16851, Asheville, NC 28816 
contact@risingtidenorthamerica.o·rg 
Root Force 
POB 1302, Tucson, AZ 85702 
info@rootforce.org 
Warrior Poets Society 
POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712 

INTER-NATIONAL··-CONTACl'S 
". r . ENGLAND 

" • EF! Action Update . 
12 Lo'ndg:i_l Rd,,Brtghton, BN1'4JA, UK 
mail@actlonupdate.org.u1V· 
Leeds EF!_ c/o .CRC . . • :. . . 
16 Sbolebwke Ave, L«ds1 I:S7 ':31-IB, UK 
OUJ-262-9365; leedsef®Ukf:net ~" ' .. -
LondonEF! 

·84B Whitechapel HighSt, London,,El-0, ~\ 
eflop.don@ziplip.com 

. Lo.n<!-Qn Ris~g ~d~ • • · • •. ~"• , , 
62 Fieldgate St, London,_ El ·1ES, UK 
o77o-s 79-4665;.- iondon®risingtide.oig.W; 
Mapch~ter.~FI _,., . , 't ~ L;:, ... :· . 
22A Beswick St, Manchester, M4 7HS, UK ·• 
mance'f@hematode.freeserve.co.uk. · • • 
Raad.Block · : . ·. · · • 
roB- 164, Totnes, TQ9 5WX, uK ', 
020-772!1::6973; oftice@roa:dQJockOI8.uk 
GERMANY - .. 
EF! Gennaily . 
green.tage@web.de 
Ic.::EI.AND '·• 
saving-·Jceland . ' • II. 

,. t • .,, .. _•: 

·. 

savingiceland@riseup.net; 
yvww.savingiceland.org 
NETHERLANDS 
ASEED Europe _ 
Plantage Doklaan 12A, 1018 CM, 
Amstetdam, Netherlands 
3i-20-668-2236; info@aseed.net 
GroenFront! Netherlan~ . 
POB 85069, 3508 AB Utrecht, Netherlands 

. _2007@groenfront.nl; www.groenfront.nl 
·NIGERIA ' ~·· • ·• · , • ', 
Environmenta11t~cue intt;mational 
20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, 

· Benin City. Njgeria · 
envi~onrnentalr~scue@yahoo.-eo.uk 

• ' • . . R!.lS.SlA " . 
• '' ~ E-codefenSE!! ' ~ .J 
• · ·POB 1'477, Kaliningrad, 236000; Russfa 

.... 011~44~3 .• "' •• 
-. .. :": SOUTii~ " , 

• <iJ'eeD.Korea 'United· 
i' i nD-740 #605 Korean .Ecumenical Bldg'136-S6 ' 

.• ,/ -~ Younji-~ng, ]ongrQ-Gu,,Seoul, SOuth ~:orea ~ 
SZ-2-747~00; gre.enkore~nkotea.o~ 

'~ ~ ~ ' -.;" . .._ ~- ~- ,.,. : f "" '1', •· ":_. "'· . • 

. . 
Some of the benefits of:beingJistedin.the.EF! '<liteqory include:. ~pgswe for lqcal:and regionarcampaigns; fre_eadvertising 
space in theJournal; ~erchandise p~c~u_nts; a.:rrct ·b~c_opieS"ofthe ournal fOTthe price of_po~t'!ge.Jor"-moi~ '!flfor~a~ci~ _ ~.._:_::_' 

contact the EHTournal, POB 3023, tucson, AZ 85702; (520) 620-6900; collecti~e@earthfirstjournal ;or~. . · 
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