Environment & Society Portal

Suggested citation:  Christian, Josh, Lenny, Oskar, and Turtle, eds., Earth First! 26, no. 1
(1 November 2005).
Republished by the Environment & Society Portal, Multimedia Library.
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/7213

All rights reserved. The user may download, preserve and print this material only for private,
research or nonprofit educational purposes. The user may not alter, transform, or build upon
this material.

The Rachel Carson Center's Environment & Society Portal makes archival materials openly
accessible for purposes of research and education. Views expressed in these materials
do not necessarily reflect the views or positions of the Rachel Carson Center or its partners.


http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/7213

\ First!

The Radical Environmental Journal

Novcmbcr-Dcccmber 2005
Samhain/Yule

The Betrayal of the
Endangered Species Act

A Look at EF!
Then and Now
with Rod Coronado

The Next Hurricane
with Bill McKibben

Monkeywrenching
Civilization
with Derrick Jensen

An EF! View
from the Border

$4.50 US $7 Canada - Volume 26 #1

0 “7447 0 83085

. 11,5



't look like the
America we’ve lived in. But it very
much resembles the planet we will

inhabit for the rest of our lives.”
—Bill McKibben
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A Long Way Yet to Go

Before I begin here, let me say that I believe that ac-
tions, not words, are what will protect this world....
Six months ago, we received a phone call at
the Journal office informing us that a story we
published had won an award as one of the top
10 stories censored by the corporate media in
the previous year. Thrilled that the work of EF!
and the Journal would gain more widespread at-
tention from the ensuing publicity, we eventually
saw the list of the other top stories selected by Proj-
ect Censored. And we realized that the Journal had
also covered several of the topics listed—from the
threats of nanotechnology to the expanded
reach of the USA PATRIOT Act.

While we were grateful for this par-
ticular award for a story on moun-
taintop removal, the entire affair
helped us to remember that so many

of the stories we publish every year are
vitally important—whether they win
an award or not.

I feel the same way about each issue

of the Journal. While I'm not sure that

this issue of the Journal is any more of
an accomplishment than the last several issues or even the next, it is with
this issue that the Journal observes its own milestone. Celebrating the 25th
anniversary of the Journal, we feel it is appropriate to take a moment to
reflect on where the radical environmental movement has been in the last
quarter of a century and where it is heading.

“For many, the EF! Journal was our first exposure to others who share a
vision and commitment to a worldview where natural creation has worth
much greater than humans determine. The EF! Journal represents the vi-
tal role we all play in something much greater than ourselves.” With these
words, several cohorts and I made a suggestion that the Journal should uproot
from its home in Eugene, Oregon, and come join us in southern Arizona. At
the time, I enthusiastically saw so much potential in the Journal and in what
our developing collective wanted to contribute to its pages. Five years later,
some of that potential has been reached, and I find that I am more humble.
Yet I also remain excited by the fact that the Journal still has so much more to
realize, as does the EF! movement itself.

Despite the fact that those working on the Journal have more or less succeed-
ed at consistently putting out a quality publication of interest to direct-action
activists—always trying to infuse the magazine with creativity and develop in-
triguing content—I think it is an under-utilized resource. There are some days
where I wonder if people even read the Journal. I know Project Censored does,
at least, and I know that a lot of new people are always subscribing.

But I want the Journal to reach more readers and help build movement mo-
mentum. Whether that means taking the next step by getting out to places
where people have never seen it before; encouraging EF! groups to be more
excited about using the magazine as a recruiting tool, a forum for discussion
and a way to inspire action; or reaching all those “former EFlers” who've
disappeared in recent years and drawing them back into the no-compromise
environmental movement, there is great potential.

These are things we set out to accomplish when the Journal returned to
Tucson nearly five years ago. I think we’re only just beginning.

—TURTLE
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POMBO'S

BROUGHT TOYOU

BY TURTLE

On September 29, the House of Representatives passed
a sweeping bill, introduced by California Republican
Richard Pombo, that would cripple the Endangered Spe-
cies Act (ESA). This new legislation would end all future
designations of critical habitat, eliminate the more than
150 million acres of existing critical habitat and give all
ESA jurisdiction to the extinction-oriented Department
of the Interior. :

The ESA currently offers protection to more than 1,250
species, yet for an endangered species to survive, the habi-
tat it depends upon must be protected. A key component
of the ESA, critical habitat is defined as those areas with
the physical and biological features that are essential for a
particular species to survive and recover.

While pretending to promote science-based decisions,
Pombo’s bill pre-approves all destructive projects on pri-
vate lands unless the US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS)
objects within 180 days. Yet it doesn’t give the agency any
more money or biologists to rapidly review these projects
with, and it allows corporations to submit an inadequate
amount of information, making it impossible for FWS to
make an informed decision.

Under Pombo’s legislation, any time government biolo-
gists actually do object to a horrific development, timber
sale or mine, the Department of the Interior will have to
pay the corporation to obey the law. And not just for the
real economic impacts. It will also have to pay for specu-
lative impacts. Want to make lots of money and have a
free vacation? Buy 30 acres of endangered species habi-
tat for $300,000; tell the government that you plan to
build 10 homes on it that will net you $100,000 in profits
each; have them tell you that’s a very bad idea, you can
only build one house. Now you can collect a check for
$900,000, retire, put up a yurt and listen to Dana Lyons
CD:s for the rest of your life. If you are a logging or mining
company, it's even better. Since these com-
panies often will sell their lands for devel-
opment after trashing them, they can get
paid once for not mining it—then get paid
again for not developing it.

How did this insane bill pass? How
did it even get ‘enough credibility
to make it to the House floor for a
vote? After all, Pombo has made
it his personal mission to kill the
ESA for 15 years'now. More than
100 anti-ESA bills and riders have
been introduced, yet no major ESA
bill even made it to the floor un-
til 2005. And while previous bills
tried to weaken critical habitat by

éf (NCECO BILL

BY DEFENDERS OF WILDLIFE

filling it with loopholes, none ever tried to do away
with it altogether.

What changed? Defenders of Wildlife.

The Washington, DC-based Defenders of Wildlife has
a decent history of being strong on ESA politics, and the
organization has filed a number of lawsuits to create and
protect critical habitat areas. But in 2004, it made the mis-
take of hiring former FWS Director Jamie Clark as its ex-
ecutive vice president.

Clark quickly turned Defenders of Wildlife into an
anti-critical habitat machine, forcing it to resign from
the Unified Endangered Species Campaign—a partner-
ship including the Endangered Species Coalition, Sierra
Club, Earthjustice, National Wildlife Federation, Natural
Resources Defense Council and the Center for Biologi-
cal Diversity. Clark defied the campaign’s strong stance
on critical habitat and the successful strategy used by the
environmental movement for the past 15 years: complete
and aggressive opposition to every Pombo bill.

Wanting Defenders to be a player, Clark sat down with
Pombo to write an ESA bill and brought him a proposal that
had already been rejected by the environmental communi-
ty—the elimination of all critical habitat. Yes, it was Defend-
ers of Wildlife, not Pombo, that came up with the idea.

But what about all of those press releases and fundrais-
ing letters from Defenders that attacked Pombo? Defend-
ers lost control of its own creation and had to attack the
legislation—as it simultaneously raised money and ob-
scured its role in the bill’s creation.

While Pombo told the media that he was working with
reasonable environmentalists, Defenders worked the other
side of the aisle as well, lobbying Democrats to develop a
weak substitute to the Pombo bill. Oddly, the substitute’s
position on critical habitat looked strikingly like Pombo'’s.
While the Democrats’ bill was certainly “better,” it still
killed critical habitat, and it did so at the insistence of De-
fenders of Wildlife and over the objection of most other
environmental groups.

Environmentalists have successfully defeated every anti-
ESA bill by remaining unified, refusing any engagement
with Pombo and aggres-

sively attacking every

bill. With immense
naiveté and ego,
Defenders tried to make
a deal with the devil. Its
only accomplishment
was to give Pombo
credibility. In the
end, Defenders got
burned for its stupid-
ity. So did the ESA.
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dear shit for brains

Dear SFB,

In the last issue, I was
moved by Asante’s positive
piece about the RRR, then
the death announcements.
Many powerful activists have
died in recent years, includ-
ing Bari, Beneville, Haun,
Burlew, Seth and others. We
should never forget them,
and should remind new
EFlers about their fire and
sacrifice. Stay healthy and
safe as we fight for the wild.

By the way, I'm with john
johnson on “The Bullshit
That Must End” argument.
The EF!J is more important
now than ever.

—D.R. PATTERSON

Dear Editors,

I must politely disagree
with Paul Watson regarding
the reasons he gave for the
Sea Shepherd Conservation
Society (SSCS) firing Dr. Jer-
ry Vlasak from the Board of
Directors (see EF!] Septem-
ber-October 200S). The fact
is, the controversy regard-
ing Jerry Vlasak’s personal
statement to the press (one
that Jerry made clear was
not shared by SSCS) simply
kept the media interested in
covering the seal hunt after
the slaughter had ended for
the year.

Jerry Vlasak stated to the
press that, in his own “per-
sonal opinion,” violence
against the seal killers would
be morally justifiable, and
he would be in support of
that if it were to happen.
As soon as this was quoted
in the media, SSCS phoned
Jerry and told him that they
had received a call(s) from

Fleace keep your letters to
the editors to 300 words or less

a donor who was also a sci-
entific advisor, who threat-
ened to pull out of SSCS if
Jerry did not resign. Then
SSCS stated to Jerry their
fear of possibly not being
allowed to dock their boat
in Bermuda if Jerry didn’t
resign. But Jerry refused to
resign, believing that he
had done nothing wrong.

Twenty minutes after refus-
ing to resign from the Board,
Jerry was told via cell phone
that he had been fired.

Jerry enjoyed very much
his time with SSCS. He vol-
unteered for over two years
helping them with office and
managerial issues, and went
aboard the ship as often as
he could. He took a punch by
a seal killer and was arrested
protecting film footage ex-
posing the seal slaughter,
then ably represented him-
self and the other activists
arrested on the ice in Prince
Edward court.

Jerry still considers Paul a
friend, and understands that
Paul Watson and the Board
did what they felt was right.
Time will tell if what they
did was right; I think they
were wrong. Meanwhile, re-
member it’s the fight against
the seal killers who club to
death baby seals for profit
that should be occupying
our thoughts and actions.

—PAMELYN FERDIN

Dear SFB,

Hey, I read in the last issue
of the Journal the article by
that person who was saying
Kattah EF! (KEF!) moved our
campout on top of ze’s anar-
chist gathering in Asheville.
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FYI, Solstice and Equinox
has been our camp/meeting
period for over 10 years—ze
scheduled on top of us, not
vice versa. We have been
meeting on that date for over
10 years. Never met the chap
myself though.

And ze was dead wrong
about saying two solidarity
actions—it’s been nine so
far. And they aren’t solidar-
ity actions—we are doing it
purely for self-survival. No
one else is organizing these
counter-rallies—it has been
KEF!. I haven’t been doing
the counter-rallies in solidar-
ity really—it’s been purely
personal. The Klan is a knife
at all our throats—anybody
who studies their history can
see that. I just got an impres-
sion that ze was implying we
do it cause we hope black
and other folks of color will
like us and that ain’t it at
all. And I am only count-
ing nine rallies of just one
faction of the Klan we have
been fighting—before that
was a major Klan counter-
rally that KEF!s Mountain
Faction was in the middle
of. It wasn’t two, they aren’t
“solidarity” actions, and it’s
just history here—the Klan
was never very popular in
east Tennessee.

—JoHN CONNER

Dear SFB,

The recent discussion on
“Problem Animal” and rac-
ism; has served, if nothing
else, to highlight the impor-
tance of the US population
problem (see EF!] Septem-
ber-October 2005). Paul Wat-
son clearly understands its

severity; if anything, he un-
derestimates its extent.

As he says, the US is cur-
rently at 300 million, head-
ing toward one billion by the
year 2100. But this-is only
half the ugly picture.

The math is pretty basic.
The burden on the land is
the product of “number of
people” and “rate of con-
sumption.” According to the
World Wildlife Fund, our
ecological footprint (resource
use, development, waste dis-
posal) is around 25 acres of
land per person. Three hun-
dred million Americans thus
use about 7.5 billion acres of
land—which might be fine
if we had that much. Unfor-
tunately, the continental 48
states constitute only two
billion acres, so we are using
a whole lot of other people’s
land. This in itself indicates
a major injustice; certainly it
is not unreasonable to expect
each nation to live within its
ecological means.

But it gets worse. Clearly
we cannot pave, plow and
dump on every square inch
of land. Purely for the sake
of sustainability, we need
to leave a very large portion
untouched,' as true wilder-
ness. Some have suggested
that eachibioregion needs
fully 50 percent preserved as
wilderness; to give adequate
space for large predators and
to allow the broader process-
es of evolution to continue.
Half for us, half for nature—
what could be more fair? It
is a clean and articulate eco-
logical vision.

So, with ' half wilderness,
that leaves us with a billion
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acres for direct human use.
At 25 acres per person, this
will support only 40 million
people! Today we are at 300
million. Five hundred mil-
lion by 2050. One billion by
2100. Forty million sustain-
able. These numbers should
be etched into our psyche.
They should guide all our
thinking and actions.

Unless we can convince
people to radically lower their
scale of consumption, we are
stuck with this conclusion.
Advocates for social justice
neglect the root causes of
our crisis: too many people,
a system of techno-industrial
capitalism run amok and a
mindset in which the Earth
is a machine for wealth cre-
ation. These root causes are
blind to race, sex, religion
and sexual orientation.

Regards, .
—DAvID SKRBINA

Dear SFB,

Two apologists for snitch-
es and grand jury coop-
erators suddenly hailed as
“taking the path of resis-
tance” (see EF!] September-
October 2005)? As I sit in
a Wisconsin jail on federal
Animal Enterprise Terror-
ism charges for my alleged
involvement in six mink
releases, and as a victim of
informant Justin Samuel, it
is yet another burden upon
me to read of his-two most
vocal apologists portrayed
as heroes. One, Nicole Fink,
the girlfriend of Samuel. The
other, David Agranoff, Sam-
uel’s most vocal defender
and one-man P.R. machine
in his attempt to reintegrate
into the movement. Both
currently jailed for refusing
testimony to a grand jury
in San Diego. It is unfortu-
nate we find the subject of
supporting these two debat-
able—that on the topic of
informants and those who
enable them to walk among
us, when it is notiwe who
suffer their direct effects, we
sit back and debate the issue
from the safety zone.

The view from behind bars
is much different.

Before hailing them as
noble “resisters,” let us ask
where that voice of resis-
tance was when the grand
jury target was myself, and
their dear friend offered 85
pages of tell-all testimony
against me. Their voice was
clear, and it wasn’t one of
resistance—it was one of
excuses, lies and collabora-
tion. Until this month, the
message of both David and
Nicole was, “Sometimes, it’s
OK to testify to a grand jury
to save yourself.”

Now, these same people
stand before us, puffing their
chests, full of feigned bravado,
telling us with straight faces
that they sit in jail to protect
our movement from attack.
With their history in mind, we
see that the only attacks they
oppose are the ones against
themselves. It was they who
offered public defense of one
who was so quick to throw me
to the wolves.

Now I say—Ilet them go to
the wolves.

In the grand jury room,
there is no harmless infor-
mation. So to those who
must support them, support
them as one would support
a ticking bomb—with great,
delicate care, out of fear for
what they might do. Sup-
port them as babies, whose
hands must be held until
the passing of the storm.
Support them for fear that
they, too, will join that club
of their dear friend, entering
that small, reviled choir of
those who “didn’t tell them
anything they didn’t already
know, I swear.”

I hope to see us capital-
ize on their jailing to make
the very firm message' that
snitches and their collabora-
tors will not find themselves
applauded in activist publi-
cations, but rather scorned
for their betrayal. Notifor
revenge, but for 'survival.
For there will be more' dam-
age done by informants and
their support teams, more
fallen liberators in their
wake—and you may be
among them.

—PeTER YOUNG

_and squabbles. It’s also

fox sex typically involves
a keen male, with an

_and prehensile penis, ap-
 proaching a not-so-keen
female, who bats him

and their long, juicing
tongues come in handy.
_After untold bouts of
cunnilingus, a female may allow her suitor to envelop
her in his wings and mount from behind, while grip-
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BY FAITH WALKER

Fauna: n. Animal life.

Cabala: n. An esoteric, secret matter or mysterious art.

The large, membranous wings flapping low across
the night sky throughout the Old World tropics be-

 long to fruit bats (Megachiropterans) called flying foxes.
~ Unlike micro bats (Microchiropterans), these mammals

have large, light-sensitive eyes, wingspans of up to six
feet, and a diet of nectar, pollen and fruit.

By night, these plant pluckers plunder fruit, grasping a
branch with one foot and manipulating the fleshy fruit
with a combination of the other foot and dexterous
thumbs. Fruit is squeezed between palate and tongue,
enabling the bats to eject pulp and swallow juice. These
giant juicers can consume the equivalent of their body
weight each night, and in so doing are quite the shit-
ters: It takes under an hour for said juice to exit, gracing
the land below with its particular fermenting odor.

By day, these flamboyant creatures roost commu-
nally in what are known as “camps,” hanging from

‘branches like giant grapes. Wings alternately create a
_ bat-wrap refuge for sleep

and from storms, or flail
about during punch-ups

during the daylight that

trees become alive with

sex and babies.
Upside-down flying

impressively long, erect

away. Clobbered males
are generally undeterred,

ping her neck fur in his teeth. The mating duo doesn’t

_ usually do a repeat performance; he pursues another
_ sexy batgirl, and she takes another beau, selecting the
_most badass bat sperm along the way.

inewtably, some six months later, upside-down birth

occurs. In a tncky rnaneuver, mums catch their fully
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Sucker’s Bets for the New Century
The US After Katrina

BY BiLL McKIiBBEN

If the images of skyscrapers collapsed in heaps of ash
were the end of one story, then the picture of the sod-
den New Orleans Superdome with its peeling roof marks
the beginning of the next, the one that will dominate
our politics in the coming decades: America befuddled
about how to cope with a planet suddenly turned un-
stable and unpredictable.

Over and over, people have said that the scenes from the
convention center, the highway overpasses and the other
suddenly infamous Crescent City venues didn’t “look like
America,” that they seemed instead to be straight from the
Third World. That was almost literally accurate, for poor,
black New Orleans (whose life had never previously been
of any interest to the larger public) is not so different from
other poor, black parts of the world—its infant mortality,
life expectancy and educational achievement statistics
mirroring scores of African and Latin American enclaves.

But it was accurate in another way, too. A decade ago,
environmental researcher Nor-
man Myers began trying to add
up the number of humans at
risk of losing their homes from
global warming. He looked
at all of the obvious places—
coastal China, India, Bangla-
desh, the tiny island states of
the Pacific and Indian Oceans,
the Nile Delta, Mozambique—
and predicted that by 2050, it
was entirely possible that 150
million people would be “en-
vironmental refugees,” forced
from their homes by rising
waters. That’s more than the
number of political refugees
sent scurrying by the bloody
century we’ve just endured.

Try to imagine, that is, the
chaos that attends busing 15,000
people from one football stadi-
um to another in the richest na-
tion on Earth, and then multiply
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These fishing boats came to rest on a highway south of New Orleans after a 33-foot storm surge
accompanying Hurricane Katrina carried them hundreds of yards from their berths.

it by four orders of magnitude and re-situate your thoughts
in the poorest nations on Earth.

And then try to imagine doing it over and over again—
probably without the buses.

Because so far, even as blogs and websites all over the
Internet fill with accusations about the scandalous lack
of planning that led to the collapse of the levees in New
Orleans, almost no one has addressed the much larger
problems: the scandalous lack of planning that has kept
us from even beginning to address climate change and the
sad fact that global warming means the future will be full
of just this kind of horror.

Consider the first problem for just a minute. No single
hurricane is “the result” of global warming. But a month
before Hurricane Katrina hit, Massachusetts Institute of
Technology hurricane specialist Kerry Emmanuel pub-
lished a landmark paper in the British science magazine
Nature, showing that tropical storms are now lasting half
again as long and spinning winds 50 percent more power-
ful than just a few decades ago. The only plausible cause:
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the ever-warmer tropical seas on which these storms thrive.
Katrina, a Category One storm when it crossed Florida,
roared to full life in the abnormally hot water of the Gulf
of Mexico. It then punched its way into Louisiana and Mis-
sissippi—the latter now governed by Haley Barbour, who
in an earlier incarnation as a Republican power broker and
energy lobbyist, helped persuade President Bush to renege
on his promise to treat carbon dioxide as a pollutant.

So far, the US has done exactly nothing to even try to
slow the progress of climate change: We're emitting far
more carbon than we were in 1988, when scien-
tists issued their first prescient global-warming
warnings. Even if, at that mo-
ment, we’'d started doing all
that we could to overhaul
our energy economy, we’d
probably still be stuck with
the one degree Fahrenheit
increase in global aver-
age temperature that’s al-
ready driving our current
disruptions. Now scien-
tists predict that without
truly dramatic change in the
very near future, we're likely
to see the planet’s mercury rise
five degrees before this century is
out. That is, five times more than
we've seen so far.

Which leads us to the second problem: For
the 10,000 years of human civilization, we’ve
relied on the planet’s basic physical stability.
Sure, there have been hurricanes and droughts ol
and volcanoes and tsunamis—but averaged out =~
across the Earth, it’s been a remarkably stable '
run. If your grandparents inhabited a. particular lsgrpd,
chances were that you could, too. If you could’ grow
corn in your field, you could pretty much count on your
grandkids being able to do likewise. Those are now suck-
er’s bets—that’s what those predictions about environ-
mental refugees really mean.

Here’s another way of saying it: In the last century,
we’ve seen change in human societies speed up to an al-
most unimaginable level, one that has stressed every part

.%

of our civilization. In this century, we're going to see the
natural world change at the same kind of rate. That’s what
happens when you increase the amount of heat trapped
in the atmosphere. That extra energy expresses itself in ev-
ery way you can imagine: more wind, more evaporation,
more rain, more melt, more... more... more.

And there is no reason to think we can cope. Take New
Orleans as an example. It is currently pro forma for politi-
cians to announce that the city will be rebuilt, and doubt-
less it will be. Once. But if hurricanes like Katrina go from

once-in-a-century storms to once-in-a-decade-or-
two storms, how many times are you go-
ing to rebuild? Even in the US, there’s
not that kind of money—especially
if you're also having to cope with,
say, the effects of more frequent
and severe heat waves on agri-
culture, the effects from the
spread of mosquito-borne
diseases on human health,
and so on ad infinitum—not
to mention the costs of
converting our energy
system to something
less suicidal than fossil
fuel, a task that becomes
more expensive with every
year that passes.

Our rulers have insisted by
both word and deed that the
laws of physics and chemis-
try do not apply to us. That
delusion will now start to
vanish. Katrina marks Year
One of our new calendar, the start of an age in which the
physical world has flipped from sure and secure to volatile
and unhinged. New Orleans doesn’t look like the America
we’ve lived in. But it very much resembles the planet we
will inhabit for the rest of our lives.

Bill McKibben is the author of many books on the environ-
ment and related topics. His first, The End of Nature, was
also the first book for a general audience on global warming.
His most recent book is Wandering Home: A Long Walk
Across America’s Most Hopeful Landscape.
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Storming the Future

Radical Climate Solutions
for the 21st Century

BY DAN FIRGER AND NILE MALLOY

If the world really needed a warning sign on global
warming, it couldn’t have come much clearer than Hur-
ricane Katrina. The superheated storm swamped a major
American city, caused hundreds of billions of dollars in
economic damage, and perhaps most alarming—but not
surprising for those who pay attention to such things—ex-
posed the deep divisions between those who could afford
to escape and those left behind to fend for themselves. If
anyone was still unsure that ecological devastation and
economic injustice go hand-in-hand, the images of des-
perate and poor New Orleanians dying on their roofs amid
filthy floodwaters should set the record straight.

Storms, floods, droughts and epidemics are all-too-fre-
quent these days, and scientists predict that with each
passing year, they’ll get more severe. While the wealthy
will always find ways to move to higher ground, it’s the
poor who will pay the price for our failure to curb cli-
mate change.

The best thing that
could come from this
disaster would be a radi-
cal restructuring of the
climate movement to
focus the world’s at-
tention on the real and
rising costs of inaction—
from species extinction
and forest destruction
to the wrecked commu-
nities in New Orleans
and the islands of the
South Pacific. Now is
the time to propose rad-
ical solutions to rewire
the world with clean,
sustainable energy be-
fore it’s too late.
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Environmental safety workers towel off the surface of the floodwaters,
in an attempt to remove oil and other floating contaminants.

We need to be very clear about the implications of run-
away climate chaos. The Earth’s average surface temperature
is one degree Fahrenheit warmer than it was last century.
Katrina grew in strength from a tropical storm to a Cat-
egory Five hurricane after passing over warmer-than-usual
waters in the Gulf of Mexico. With one degree of warming,
we're already seeing melting polar ice, a worldwide shift in
wildlife habitats, the spread of West Nile Virus and other
tropical diseases, crop-destroying droughts and killer heat
waves. But most climate models don’t stop at one degree.
The United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change expects up to 4.5 degrees of warming over the next
50 years, even if we stopped pumping carbon into the at-
mosphere tomorrow. With 20 million new cars on the road
every year in the US alone and dozens of new, coal-fired
power plants coming online, we're likely to see between
2.7 and seven degrees of warming before 2100. And that’s
when the truly frightening changes will become the rule,
not the exception. Imagine a dozen Katrinas’ worth of refu-
gees fleeing coastal cities year after year, with nowhere to go
and nothing left but the
clothes on their backs.

Of course, human im-
pacts on the environ-
ment will be the least of
our concerns in a world
dominated by this sort
of large-scale social dis-
ruption, which is pre-
cisely the problem. If we
can’t figure out how to
tread lightly now, when
we’ve barely begun to
see real climate chaos,
how can we expect hu-
manity to rise to the
challenge as resources
get scarcer, weather gets
fiercer, and society slips
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into widespread instability as the planet’s life-support sys-
tems unravel?

We have a narrow window of opportunity—rapidly clos-
ing—in which we can work to bring about an ecological
U-turn that will redefine how global civilization relates to
the Earth’s climate, water, soil, forests and energy systems.
Instead of spending hundreds of billions of dollars treat-
ing symptoms of the problem, we should be looking to the
roots of our planetary imbalance and fixing what’s wrong
while we still can. Climate scientists warn that in order to
prevent catastrophic climate change, we must keep atmo-
spheric carbon dioxide concentrations below 400 parts per
million (ppm). At 380 ppm today, we're adding carbon at a
rate of two ppm each year. We've got less than a decade.

In that time, let’s work to create a separation of oil and
state. Let’s shift tax incentives away from the offshore
platforms in the Gulf of Mexico and the poisonous refin-
eries of Cancer Alley, and toward wind farms, biofuels and
cheap, easy-to-install photovoltaics for low-income com-
munities. Instead of this year’s $287 billion transporta-
tion bill, which does next to nothing for public transit,
let’s put in place massive subsidies that will pay to move
people out of the exurban wasteland and back within city
limits. The same goes for the farm bill: imagine hundreds
of billions of dollars flowing out of the pockets of Cargill
and Archer Daniels Midland and into local organic farm-
ing cooperatives and community supported agriculture
programs in every US city.

But shifting federal spending is just the beginning.
Let’s rebuild our inner cities to be models of sustain-
able community—filled with bike paths, vegetable
gardens and roofs topped with solar panels. Let’s allow
the residents of New Orleans to rebuild their homes on
their own terms, with plenty of federal money to ensure
safe, healthy and green neighborhoods that will be liv-
able for the long term. Instead of handouts to Hallibur-
ton and a corporate-friendly “free enterprise zone” that
will drive the poor into even deeper poverty, the New
Orleans reconstruction can be the first real example of
sustainable development principles put into practice on
a regional scale.

Globally, a worldwide public works program focusing on
renewable energy, organic agriculture and ecosystem renew-
al would create an unprecedented economic boom—one
that restores natural systems rather than destroying them.
Much like Franklin Roosevelt’s depression-era Works Prog-
ress Administration, this program would create millions of
new jobs and improve the quality of life for potentially
billions of people in the Global South. Clean energy
and sustainable“agriculture aren’t a panacea for
all the world’sills, but more than any other
“development” scheme currently being
debated, these investments would allow
communities to'take control of their
own destinies, choosing appropriate
energy and food systems that meet
their local needs“and escaping
from the vicious'cycles of debt
and dependency that come
along with economic “lib-
eralization” and “free
trade” zones.

Climate change is the most daunting threat that human-
ity has ever faced. It presents us with a huge array of over-
whelming ecological and economic hazards, but also plenty
of opportunities to radically restructure our civilization and
create a different, better world. Let’s rise to the challenge.

Dan Firger and Nile Malloy coordinate Rainforest Action
Network’s (RAN) Global Finance and Zero Emissions Cam-
paigns. RAN addresses the twin threats of climate chaos and
oil dependence through campaigns targeting Ford Motor Com-
pany and banking giant Wells Fargo. For more information,
contact RAN, 221 Pine
St, Ste 500, San Fran- = -
cisco, CA 94104; Ll N » - =
(415) 398-4404; S G
www.ran.org.
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Shooting Down Free Market Fairy Tales

and Building Movements for Climate Justice

BY HARrY HELIOS

“We know that the white man has put a price on all that
is alive.... He trades with his own blood, and he wants us
to do the same with our sacred territory, with the blood of
the Earth, which they call petroleum.... In former times,
the dark path of plunder, genocide and injustice against
our people was lit by a candle in the name of God and
His Majesty. Now it is lit by oil in the name of progress
and money.... The white man has declared war on every-
thing, except his own inner poverty. He has declared war
on time, and he has even declared war on himself.... We
are children of the Earth; help us defend her.”

—BeriTo KUBARA, U’WA INDIGENOUS COMMUNITY, COLOMBIA

“Putting a price on the environment will not save it.”
—SHARON BEDER, THE ENVIRONMENT GOES TO MARKET

Could it be possible that the market-based, so-called so-
lutions to the impending climate crisis are the real threat
to our long-term hopes for a sustainable, socially just
future? If bright sides are your thing—and I heartily rec-
ommend them as means of maintaining hope in the dark-
ness—here’s one to look at: The wake-up call is beginning
to reverberate through the well lit hallways of the West.
Let’s face it, the call was heard a long while back by the
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people living with their heartbeats intertwined with that
of the land, sea or sky, by which I mean people like the
Inuit of Alaska or the U’'wa of Colombia. They’ve known
for longer than most of us that something is deeply out of
joint in the planet.

Here’s a generalization about the nature of resistance
to climate chaos and its elite strike force, the oil indus-
try: In the Global South, where oil companies are at their
most despicably rapacious, there is sporadic but spirited
resistance, allied to an understanding that climate change
is the symptom of a wider malaise, based on inequali-
ties of power and a deepening disconnection from the
natural world. In the Global North, we are seeing wide-
spread adulation of the business-friendly farrago that is
the Kyoto Protocol, an explosion of green capitalism, se-
rious amounts of non-governmental organization (NGO)
energy going into lobbying, and a small but determined
wing working to bring a tougher, anti-capitalist analysis to
its actions and communications.

It’s not dishonorable to want to think that the Kyoto
Protocol is a shining beacon of salvation instead of a shab-
by scam, and that George Bush is the Wicked Witch of the
West keeping us from reaching it, but this is still a very
dangerous fairy tale to be drugging ourselves with at seven
minutes to midnight.

I live in London, one of the world’s most frenzied media
hubs. Do I get to hear, read or see stories in the
corporate media about southern-based resis-
tance to the oil monster, or do I get glossy sup-
plements telling me how celebrities I haven’t
heard of are saving the world by recycling
and “making the album carbon neutral,” and
“Hey! You could win an eco-car!”? The answer
is, of course, obvious, and it'shows how the
(neo)liberal intelligentsia here is stifling dis-
sent by implying that climatic salvation will
be achieved via green consumerism and some
as-yet-unspecified “government action.”

The voices of those who see no'future for cli-
mate or justice under capitalism—those who
take direct action“to prevent new roads and
airports from being built and to revoke the oil
industry’s “social license to operate”—are rarely
heard above this shrink-wrapped racket. That’s
why they work closer to the ground, connecting
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struggles, talking to school kids, anti-capitalists who still
think that climate change is only an environmental issue
(and not about inequalities of power), the grassroots base of
unions and NGOs, communities affected by climate change
and oil devastation, artists and any other crazies they can
get to listen (they also need to keep listening themselves!).

It could be that this trend is beginning to creep across
the Atlantic, into the hearts and minds of many of those
troubled, wealthy American souls who see and fear the
future, but who are reluctant to let go of that short-haul
weekend on the coast or that comfortingly macho
Jeep Cherokee. Enter the perfect solution:
hand over your dollars (and your guilt) to
a carbon-offsetting company and carry
on as “normal.” There’s an explosion in
the market, and the products that will
triumph in that market are those best
designed to anesthetize carbon guilt.

And this, ladies and gentlemen
of the jury (for those of us who
haven’t moved beyond judging the
willful blindness of our fellow men
and women), is part of what is now
dressed up as “activism”: the replace-
ment of inspirational collective action
by the lonely-as-hell use of our personal
power as individual consumers—and that
alone—to change the world. But what do
we lose if our definition of ourselves climaxes
in the contents of our shopping baskets? And how
the hell will it get us 60 to 90 percent cuts in carbon diox-
ide emissions before the day after tomorrow?

Now here’s a pesky limey question for you: Where is
the direct action to prevent drilling in the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge? I can find any number of requests to fax
my senator or representative, and there are some beauti-
ful photographs and inspirational indigenous Gwich’in
quotes, but whither the monkeywrenching? Elsewhere in
the US (and worldwide), fenceline communities—working
class, usually black communities living alongside highly
polluting oil infrastructure—are campaigning hard for jus-
tice and clean air, but climate change is often low down
on their list of priorities.

And while I'm at it, what is up with US resistance to Big
Oil? We hear about the occasional SUV dealership going
up in flames, and you could argue that an anti-capitalist
or anti-war action is eventually going to lead to reduced
carbon emissions (unless it involves setting things on
fire!) by joining the dots between the issues, but where’s
the concerted oil-industry dismantlement program? If it’s
happening, I'd love to hear about it....

Which brings us to the uplifting material: People are
risking their lives in places like Ecuador, the Niger Delta,
West Papua and Pakistan to stand in the path of the
oil industry. In Brazil, the dark truth about mono-
cultural eucalyptus “carbon sinks” is being exposed
as the “forest deserts” are reclaimed. The Ogoni of
the Niger Delta have now been joined by the “Bo-
goni” of County Mayo, Ireland, in saying no to
the petro-imperialism of Shell; five local Irish resi-
dents were jailed for more than three months for
“contempt of court.”

In Bolivia, Pera and Iraq, successful campaigns to pre-
vent the privatization of fossil-fuel reserves are mobiliz-
ing social movements. Interesting alliances are being
forged between these groups and climate activists with
a strong social-justice analysis, as the climate activists
realize that while oil and gas reserves in the hands of
the people may still end up as carbon emissions, to deny
people the right to self-determination would be an in-
sidious form of eco-colonialism. Meanwhile, groups in
Azerbaijan, Georgia and Turkey are refusing to let BP get

away with its Baku-Ceyhan pipeline.
And on top of all this are the visionary
attempts to unite the many struggles for
climate justice, the most established be-
ing the Oilwatch network of southern-
based groups, which has just issued a
declamatory call for a “global cam-
paign against a civilization based
on oil.” There’s also the Durban

Declaration on Carbon Trading and

Rising Tide, a network for climate-

justice direct action, with groups in

the UK, Australia and New Zealand
and a strong link to Peoples’ Glob-
al Action. Rising Tide was one of the
groups promoting a global day of action
against climate change on July 8, coin-
ciding with the last day of the G8 Summit

(see EF!] September-October 2005).
Beneath the empty rattle of the establish-
ment’s hypocritical posturing on climate change, a healthy
roar of indignation is starting to be heard. Time is short,
and the roar is still far from fierce enough to get where we
need to go, but the seeds are sown and the inspiration is
there to draw upon. Let’s get out there and start building a
post-oil world of peace, freedom and climate justice!

For more information, contact London Rising Tide, 62
Fieldgate St, London E1 1ES, UK; risingtide.org.uk. Or
visit www.sinkswatch.org; www.carbontradewatch.org;
WWW.agp.org.

Harry Helios has an abiding love of alliteration and pseud-
onymity. He also works and plays with London Rising Tide,
Art Not Oil, London Action Resource Centre and Peoples’
Global Action.
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INVITATION

to Build a New Civilization

BY OILWATCH INTERNATIONAL

Never before has the relationship between oil and the
networks of power that control the world been so clearly
understood. Behind the worst wars of the last century and
the current. Behind the waste of industrial, economic and
financial resources. Behind the instability and impoverish-
ment of many nations. Behind innumerable state coups,
dictatorships and manipulations of democracy. Behind
the age-old exploitation of workers. Behind the most dan-
gerous chemical industries. Behind the systematic extinc-
tion of indigenous peoples. Behind the contamination of
the world’s fresh water, the water of the seven seas and the
air of our cities. Behind the accumulation of enormous
amounts of chemical and plastic wastes. Behind climate
change that includes cyclones, floods and hurricanes that
are ever more extreme. Behind the appearance of numer-
ous degenerative illnesses and therefore, behind the ex-
tinction of life on the planet...

Is Oil.

The 20th century was the century of mass poisoning of
life all over the planet. This poisoning is the product not
only of the wastes caused by the extraction of oil, spills on
land and sea, and acid rain, it is also the consequence of
agrochemicals, persistent pollutants, fuels, polycyclic aro-
matic hydrocarbons, pharmaceuticals, hospital wastes and
other components produced from oil. These are being ac-
cumulated on the planet... and they are killing the Land.

We have suffered the worst threats to the sovereignty of
our nations due to wars and intrigues caused by oil. The
large empires define their economic and military power in
relation to the possibilities of obtaining their own black
gold or obtaining secure access to it in other regions.

The 20th century created, from its industrial oil bases, a
culture founded on a pattern of addictive material and en-
ergy consumption that has crippled hundreds of millions
of people, while confronting and exterminating thousands
of traditional cultures, separating them from their healthy
and ecological customs. Only a very few have managed to
survive, in a way that is ever more one of isolation, impov-
erishment and defenselessness.

While this occurs, we have accepted each of these aggres-
sions separately. Or worse still, we have fought amongst
ourselves: inhabitants of one country against another,
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people from the north against those from the south, the
urban poor against indigenous and peasant people; those
ill from consumption against pacifists, those who propose
against those who criticize....

Looking at each struggle from a distance, it is difficult
not to see the profound connections between them.

The struggle to stay healthy and eat well, the fight for
clean sources of energy, the fight for a sustainable and
sovereign agriculture, the fight for decontamination and
against global warming, the fight against transnational
companies that expropriate our natural resources, the
fight for peace in the world... these depend to a great ex-
tent on our ability to jointly resist the oil industry and the
civilization it sustains.

Meanwhile, it seems evident that the transition into a
new civilization requires the creation of scientific, cultural
and environmental alternative technologies—as well as
new economic, political and cultural mechanisms that will
allow the reconstruction of peace and equality among peo-
ples, recover our health, restore our environment, renegoti-
ate international debt, compensate for the pillaging of the
countries of the south and assure justice everywhere.

For us, a clear path is shown by the fight of the peasant,
fishing and indigenous communities that face a frontline
battle against globalization and neoliberalism—defending
their right to live on their lands with autonomy and with-
out physical, cultural or environmental aggressions, even
those that are considered “symbols of progress.” But we
need to listen to each other, so that we may think of solu-
tions that take into account, in a global form, the prob-
lems of us all.

Which are the organizations and networks that could
start a positive collaboration in the fight against the oil civ-
ilization? Which are the most important local and global
movements that we cannot ignore in our efforts? Which
are the new initiatives that we could and should invent?

Oilwatch is inviting sympathetic networks to initiate a
joint dialogue of our struggles and launch a global cam-
paign against the civilization based on oil. We invite you to
send opinions, considerations and ideas that may consoli-
date this concept, so that we can build a way together.

Oilwatch was born from the need to develop global strategies
and support for the communities affected by oil operations. For
more information, visit www.oilwatch.org.ec.



THE WAR OF

100 Years

Latin America’s second
independence or bust

BY CHRISTIAN (GUERRERO

In Latin America, a war is brewing. Very soon, a world-
wide resource grab led by the US will shake up this part of
the world, just as it has in the Middle East, to supply the
modernized consumer markets (rich countries) with cheap
energy and labor for the next century to come. Enemies are
being created, lines are being drawn, and the sentiments of
the masses are being played on to ensure that there will be
large revolutionary armies that will fight the US-led inva-
sion. The allies, if they weren’t already consolidated, are
being bought for cheap, with merely the promise of being
spared in this epic saga of the “War of 100 Years.”

This phrase and premise are
taken from a number of proclama-
tions by the Venezuelan govern-
ment and its charismatic president,
Hugo Chévez Frias. As the story
goes, the Bush administration is
attempting to assassinate Chavez,
in the hopes of replacing him with
a US-friendly representative of the
Venezuelan elite. If this plan suc-
ceeds, Venezuela is prepared to im-
mediately cut off all shipments of
oil to the US. Currently, Venezuela
is the world’s fifth-largest exporter
of “black gold,” supplying the US
alone with 1.3 million barrels a day.
With this checkmate move, George
W. Bush would have no other choice but to knock over
the chess boardand invade Venezuela, bringing about the
prophesied war:to prevent the economic collapse of the
US and the world’s financial systems. And since Latin
America is a region full of inspiring rebellions and strong
social movements, which have been made to understand
that they all have a common enemy, the people of this
region will rise up in a war against the US to defend their
fatherlands, their cultures, their indigenous heritage and
their resources—-for the next 100 years to come. But there
may be something else going on behind the scenes of this
too-inevitable tale.

In the last decades, América Latina has virtually exploded
onto the stage of global politics, as if awakening from 500

It’s important for us to recognize
how the masters of warwill create
and use each other as enemies to
justify leading us toward the end
of the story already written—the
war for the remaining essential

resources on Earth.

years of forgetful- I
ness and marginal-
ization. All over the
greater Latin continent,
rebellion and resistance
movements are standing
up to their oppressors and
the culture of political corrup- ,
tion, taking back their power ' i
long denied. From the resource

wars for natural gas and water in Bolivia to the politi-
cal deterioration in Ecuador and the massive uprisings
in Argentina after its economic collapse, the pressure-
cooker whistle of social politics
is screaming, and the pot is red
hot—and by the looks of things
from the outside, it seems like
the lid is about to blow off.

For its part, the US govern-
ment is constantly tightening
its grip on the region through a
three-fold submission-hold—po-
litical, economic and military.
And then there are the sketchy
international financial institu-
tion types, such as the World
Bank, the International Mone-
tary Fund and the other regional
development banks that claim
to be fighting poverty but, more
often than not, are finding ways to squeeze timely debt
payments out of impoverished countries.

If this isn't enough drama for the region, we can al-
ways tune in to the daily diplomatic soap opera and find
out what Condoleezza said about Fidel, or what Hugo said
about George, and who's sleeping with whom—the simpli-
fied protagonist-antagonist duality of the revolutionaries
vs. the conservatives. We get to feel the bravado of David
standing up to Goliath, and we get to wave our flag-colored
pompons, helping to beat the war-drums of resistance. In
this way, we all get drawn into the polarized battle of ideas;
we all get to choose our favorite characters and episodes. But
this is not just a TV reality show; this is the fine line between

continued on next page
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continued from previous page
entertainment and war.
This is called Psychological
Warfare 101. Most of the “independent
media” covering the topic has, to a large ex-
tent, contributed to this warmongering by not
offering a more critical analysis of the on-the-
ground reality in Latin America, tending to just
“report on” the hostile comments and retaliations
made by the talking heads of the political show.

And what does this have to do with Earth First!? Well,
in the story’s plot, there’s also a fine line between defend-
ing the Earth and defending your enemy’s enemy. For many
of us, the no-brainer that we have a common enemy in Bush
makes it hard to accept that his enemy, Chavez, may not be
a friend of the Earth either; it’s even harder to speculate that
they may even be on the same team. But when the ecologi-
cal collapse draws a line in the sand, Bush and Chavez won't
find themselves on opposite sides.

While the Bush administration accuses left-leaning
governments in Latin America, especially Venezuela, of
fanning the flames of the political instability in the re-
gion, and everybody seems more than convinced that
the CIA was behind the business-led military coup that
temporarily removed Chavez from power for 48 hours in
April 2001, trade between the US and Venezuela has actu-
ally improved considerably. Aside from an increased flow
in manufacturing and textiles, the last few years have also
seen Chavez hand over major concessions of heavy crude
and natural gas from the Orinoco Belt and the large off-
shore reserves of the Plataforma Deltana, respectively, to
Shell, Chevron and other major US and European oil and
energy companies.

Self-proclaimed leftist elected governments across Latin
America, using the current “democratic openings” that
their nations find themselves in, have recreated develop-
ment plans and trade agreements with the same underly-
ing neoliberal goals as their more right-wing neighbors like
Colombia and Chile. Since Chavez’s presidency began in
1998, unpopular industrial mega-projects—previously de-
feated by broad, national alliances—have been recycled,
renamed and given a new opportunity within the newly
created context of the “Bolivarian socialist revolution.”
Other so-called progressive, leftist governments—repre-
sented by populist leaders who have come from “our”
ranks—have also replicated this pattern in their countries.
While we turned our attention away from the struggles in
these nations, believing that wild places and peoples were
safe in the hands of these progressive leaders, record lev-
els of deforestation, mining and oil exploitation have oc-
curred—still in the name of Westernized progress, but now
with the added rhetoric of revolutionary change.

To pick the most alarming example, while much has
been written on Plan Puebla Panama and the long-term
master plan behind this regional development project,
little attention has been given to the true mother lode of
integration initiatives: the South American Regional In-
frastructure Integration Initiative (IIRSA). Financed largely
by the aforementioned iffy regional development banks
and requiring continued investments and commitments
from every country on the continent, IIRSA would tie to-
gether all the major industrial infrastructure across South
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America—heavy cargo transportation routes, wa-
ter resource diversions, dams, industrial ports, hy-
. drocarbon pipelines and long-distance energy
grids and stations—all facilitating the
massive exploitation and expor-
tation of the continent’s vast
natural resources (see EF!J July-

August 2005).

Using the legend of Simoén
Bolivar, the “Liberator” of the
Andean countries, and his aspira-
tions for a unified Latin America of
sovereign republics, the script-writ-
ers of the Bolivarian Movement—who
are more often Colombian guerrilla leaders
than Venezuelan government officials—have
plotted a new historical trajectory for the whole
region, and have marketed it as Latin America’s sec-

ond independence. They have advertised regional
energy-sector mergers such as Pertocaribe, Petrosur-
américa and Carbosuramérica—joint ventures be-
tween state oil and mining companies and: private
Latin American firms—as the culmination of Bolivar’s dream:
South America taking care of itself, sharing what it has be-
tween the countries in the region.

There are, however, a few inconsistencies to this “regional
integration” story. One is the relationship of governments
with the US. For example, Colombia—the largest recipient
of US military aid in the hemisphere—has made substantial
progress in the projects outlined by IIRSA. It would be easy
enough to call the projects in Colombia expansions of US
imperialism, since they involve heavy investment in envi-
ronmentally and socially destructive infrastructure for the
sole purpose of extracting cheap raw materials (especially
energy resources) from the most biologically diverse region
in the world. But when we assess the motives behind the
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“regional cooperation” initiatives that are being developed
within the IIRSA framework by the Venezuelan “Bolivar-
ian” government, one must apply the same criteria to these
development projects—continued investment in destruc-
tive industries for the majority benefit of northern consum-
ers. In other words, IIRSA can’t be US expansionism in one
country and revolutionary integration in the other.

As the Zapatistas say in their recently released Sixth Dec-
laration from the Lacandon Jungle, “The neoliberal glo-
balization of capitalism is based on exploitation, plunder,
contempt and repression to those who resist it—in other
words, the same as before, but only now globalized.” This
is important for Earth Firstlers to keep in mind when we
hear about the need to blindly support romantic struggles
throughout Latin America. There will be no stone
left unturned in capital’s search for profit, and
every place on Earth is a sacrifice zone.

This “globalization” of the war on the
Earth also has implicated our resistance,
and we rtisk becoming its unwitting tools.
Our movements and struggles have extend-
ed across national borders and continents.
We are now defending the Earth on
an international front; we are truly
everywhere. And because of this
reality, we in the Earth First! move-
ment have aligned ourselves in
solidarity with struggles that aren’t
necessarily Earth-centered, but are
a part of the greater social struggle to
end tyranny. However, there is a real
cost to our Earth-centered movement
when we identify with these wide-
ranging social struggles around the
world. We are aligning ourselves
with objectives that may not be our own.

While it’s obvious that we must end the destruc-
tion of the Earth—primarily caused by the dispropor-
tionate level of material wealth consumed by industrialized
countries—it’s not so clear where most of us stand on the
continued techno-industrialization of the “under-devel-
oped” countries. While preserving a healthy environment
may seem characteristic of the overarching political trend
of progressive movements around the world, the leaders of
Latin American, leftist political movements are not all nec-
essarily convinced of putting the Earth first. In fact, what
seem to be growing calls for the end to US and European
expansionism in the region are really code words for: “We
want the gringos to stop stealing the biggest piece of the pie,
so that we mayhave it ourselves.” To the majority of leftists
in the “developéd” world who want to build solidarity with
the social struggles of the Global South, this demand is not
only justified, but has been a long time coming.

But there’s ajgrave flaw in this reductionism of think-
ing that it’s only the gringos who perpetuate inequality.
The South American elites have just as much intention
of mining the Earth of all its resources for a profit as their
northern counterparts. And the Latin American upper,
middle and lower classes aren’t all completely ready to
forego 21st-century, automation and comfort. For us “rad-
ical ecologists,” the dilemma is two-fold. On the one hand
is the struggle to reduce the amount of natural resources

consumed by the “First” World, so that there may be more
natural resources for the rest of the world to use in its un-
hurried development. On the other hand is the struggle
of most moderates and liberals to lift the “Third” World
out of poverty and up to the “First” World'’s level of ma-
terial wealth. Yet having a whole world consume on the
same level as the US, Europe or Japan would mean sudden
death for most life on the planet.

It’s important for us to recognize how the masters of war
will create and use each other as enemies to justify leading
us toward the end of the story already written—the war for
the remaining essential resources on Earth. Hugo Chévez
has taken full advantage of this role, being one of the most
outspoken critics of the Bush administration and the US

government. Championing the fight to lift his corner
of the world out of abject poverty, offering petro-
dollars to any social initiative he can get his
name and face on. With these politically
conditioned gifts and declarations,
Chavez and his Bolivarian revolution,
are becoming the leadership and van-
guard of all the social pressure build-
ing up south of the US.
But for Chévez’s closest associ-
ates and investors—the biggest and
most favored being the all-stars of

Big Oil, such as Chevron, Shell

and ExxonMobil—this arrange-

ment couldn’t get any better. It's a

virtual green light to accelerate the
industrial development and exploi-
tation of the largest reserves of crude

oil, natural gas, coal and other miner-
als in the hemisphere—and sacrifice any
forest, river, sea or living community that
lives above them. Anybody who raises an
objection or stands in the way is, by default,
a counter-revolutionary and a Bush supporter.

There will be no war in Latin America, other
than the ones already being fought. The broad sen-
timent for social change and justice expressed by la gente
de América Latina is valid, and we should support it. But
when Chavez offers subsidized heating oil and gasoline
to the US poor, we should understand the political strings
attached—he’s buying our loyalty with 10 to 20 percent
“cheaper” oil. When Chavez calls Bush “Mr. Danger,”
we should have our laugh and agree that the US govern-
ment is dangerous to the world. However, what we must
remember is that all governments—Ileftist or conservative,
socialist or fascist—work together to keep the machines
of the global death system alive. Some, like the US and
its allies, work with the obvious intention of entrenching
the world deeper into their hegemony. Others work with
the stated claim of reforming the system’s shortcomings
with “popular democratic participation”—but all of them
are committed to their goal of industrial and economic
growth, which means the continued destruction and de-
terioration of the Earth and all that is wild. Our revolution
will not be funded by oil.

Christian Guerrero is a thorn-in-the-side whistleblower of
leftist sell-outs who believe that we’re buying into their “capi-
talism with a human face”-compromised resistance.
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The World Looks Different
from Down Here

An EFler’s View
from
the Border

BY BEN PACHANO

'THE WORLD LOOKS DIFFERENT FROM DOWN HERE, IN THE
land where North America becomes Latin America.

Nearly five years ago, the Earth First! Journal relocated
to Tucson, Arizona, from Eugene, Oregon. The new col-
lective declared that the movement needed a shot in the
arm and that Tucson was just the place to provide it. Tuc-
son, they said, would give the Journal a better “frontline
perspective” on “globalization and ethnic diversity.” The
move would help EF! broaden its struggle to embrace more
indigenous, environmental justice and working class par-
ticipation. To some, the claim seemed downright egotis-
tical—what makes these desert rats think that they have
more to teach us than anyone else?

Living in Tucson over the past year and a half, I've
come to realize that it’s not the Journal that has anything
to teach. It’s not Tucson, either, or even the city’s diverse
community of resistance—it’s the Border itself. If you lis-
ten, the Border will speak to you, and its message is one
that certain segments of Earth First! need to hear. Badly.

HERE IN THE SONORAN DEsert, THE BORDER CUTS A
physical and psychological scar across the landscape.
It’s obvious in some places—in the Berlin-Wall-style bar-
rier that divides the sister cites of Nogales, Arizona, and
Nogales, Sonora; in the Border Patrol SUVs that cruise the
desert and man the checkpoints; in the piles of discarded
water bottles and abandoned backpacks, dehydrated bodies
and beaten dreams. In other places, you see its influence by
looking just a little harder—it’s in the dark-skinned laborers
building luxury and tract homes; in the strident political
rhetoric over border vigilantes and anti-immigrant ballot
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propositions; in the faces of saguaros and O’odham, who
remind us that they were a part of this land long before
an Atlantic crossing was even a gleam in the eye of that
incompetent Italian.

In the Borderlands, there’s always a war staring you in
the face. On one side, the paramilitary force called the
Border Patrol stands arrayed with its helicopters, Hum-
mers and ATVs; on the other side, more than 3,000 des-
perately poor migrants dead since 1994; in the middle, the
fragile landscape of the Sonoran Desert.

So how is this different than the wars in inner cities,
old-growth forests or Appalachian mountains? Because on
the Border you can see with startling clarity that the divi-
sions between ecological, social and indigenous struggles
are an illusion, just one more tactic used by the powerful
to divide our energy and split our focus. You see that EF!ers
should not be “incorporating” social justice or “adding”
anti-racism to our organizing; if those things are not al-
ready inextricably connected to our actions in defense of
the Earth, then our ecology is too damn shallow.

THE WORLD LOOKS DIFFERENT FROM WHERE I STAND IN
history, a descendent of the Huari-conquered-by-
the-Incas-conquered-by-the-Spaniards. All my life, I
have been acutely conscious that this continent called
America is the land of my ancestors, a land rich with a
history and beauty all its own. After all, it was my an-
cestors who domesticated the peanut and the potato,
who farmed the same piece of land for thousands of
years in an ecology that was profoundly American.
Before the catastrophe of 1492, America’s indigenous
people roamed the continent with relative ease. And it
is one continent, connected in culture and ecology from



south to north: from the pottery that spread north and
south out of Colombia to the corn that blossomed in the
highlands above the Yucatdn to become a symbiotic pro-
vider for peoples from New England to Tierra del Fuego;
from the Alaskan camels that migrated south and became
the llamas of the Andes to the South American puma who
is also the cougar of North America. Even during the days
of the Inca and Aztec empires, travelers, pilgrims and trad-
ers still roamed freely across the continent’s length.

When the Europeans arrived, the rules of the game
changed. With “Mexico” and “the US” on the map, bor-
ders needed to be drawn and defended. When the US
conquered half of Mexico in 1848 to fulfill its White An-
glo-Saxon destiny, the lines were abruptly redrawn.

So now in the desert near Tucson, the historical reality
of a united America clashes with the colonial delusions of
America’s United States. Leave aside the obvious dilemma
of trans-Border residents like the O’odham, jaguar, Apache
and pronghorn antelope for the moment, and consider
what lines on a map mean for the continent itself. The
Maya who now die in the desert every Summer are cul-
tural and biological cousins, via the Toltec, to the Hopi
of northern Arizona. The “Mexicans” crossing the Border
in defiance of US law are the descendants of people who
have roamed this continent for thousands of years. Next
time you hear the word “American,” think about that.

So WHO IS DYING TO CROSS THIS IMAGINARY LINE IN THE
desert, and why? In the simplest terms, it’s Latin@s
who can’t make enough money to survive at home. Ever
since European invaders destroyed the subsistence cul-
tures of America, “workers” have migrated in search of a
way to provide for their families. This kind of migration
is as old as the US, but by all indications, the influx across
the southern border has skyrocketed in recent years—one
estimate suggests that it has tripled since 1994.

In 1994, of course, the European death culture that
crossed the seas in 1492 opened a new front in its ongoing
war to destroy the last of America’s indigenous and wild.
The front was Mexico, and the weapon was the North
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA).

By rewriting various Mexican trade laws, NAFTA opened
the agricultural lands of Mexico to assault by US agribusi-
ness. Cheap subsidized corn and other agricultural products

Minuteman vigilantes and the Borde; Patro
stretch of the Arizona-Sonora Border.

were (are) “dumped” on the Mexican market at a price be-
low the cost of production. Family farmers were (are) bank-
rupted and forced off their lands in search of jobs that do
not exist—not surprising, since the entire point of NAFTA
was to exploit Mexico’s “competitive” labor market to man
the export-oriented magquiladoras. In other words, the system
would break down if there were enough jobs for everyone—
then the corporations would have to pay them too much.

So every year, hundreds of thousands of displaced rural
workers descend on the saturated job markets of Mexico’s
cities. Those who can’t find work have to keep moving
north. Others find jobs by working for below the market
wage, forcing city residents out of their jobs, sending the
urban population also moving north. There are people
dying in the desert with college degrees, just as there are
people who were only recently forced off the land that
their ancestors had farmed for thousands of years.

Joining the Mexicans are an increasing number of Cen-
tral Americans, victims of economic and political systems
that have never fundamentally changed from the Span-
ish colonial governments; victims of US-sponsored “dirty
wars” that in the 1980s forced people off their farms for
the benefit of agribusiness.

There’s a word that we use to describe when wealthy
foreign powers rob people of their land and culture, re-
ducing them to the status of servants: colonialism. It’s the
frontlines of the war on the Earth.

The Earth cannot be exploited if people will die to de-
fend it, and time and again, the only ones seemingly will-
ing to die for the Earth are the ones who depend on it for
their cultural and physical survival. Earth-based cultures
are this planet’s first line of defense, and genocide has al-
ways been a precursor to ecocide. Expect to see an increase
in logging, mining, megadams and biopiracy in the lands
that NAFTA has emptied; in fact, they are already in the
works. And where these projects are being resisted, it is
almost always the small farmers and indigenous commu-
nities taking the risks and shutting them down.

IF YOU DON’T LIVE ON THE BORDER, YOU MAY THINK THIS
has little or nothing to do with you. Maybe you think
that I'm just another partisan, convinced that my issue is
more important than yours. That’s not the case. I'm not
asking EF! to drop everything to work on Border justice;
I'm asking EF! to listen to the lessons of this
scarred and violent land.

I'm asking you to realize that this scar reach-
es far beyond the southern desert, into every
community in the US. Your food is grown by
the people forced into this country by the
destruction of indigenous and semi-indig-
enous subsistence farming. Meanwhile, the
national debate over “illegal immigration” is
increasingly dominated by groups such as the
Minuteman Project, which uses racist and xe-
nophobic rhetoric to stir up fear and hatred
of the migrant and to build support for an
increasingly militarized Border. Both of these
ends serve US colonialism in Latin America.

continued on next page
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continued from previous page

On my way to the Round River Rendezvous this year, I
drove past fields full of Latino laborers. Yet when I got to the
gathering, there was a tremendous reluctance among the at-
tendees to discuss race; sev-
eral people suggested that

In every creation story that I'm aware of, including
those from cultures as biocentric as they come, humans
are inevitably set apart from other animals—they are
given special insights, powers and responsibilities. And
that’s fine. The wolves
probably tell similar sto-

race is only an important
issue for those who live
in “diverse” areas, like the
South. T'll give these peo-
ple the benefit of the doubt
and assume that they don't
understand the ways in
which racial ideology has
historically been used in
the service of colonialism
and ecocide. But we can't
afford this ignorance any-
more. The Minutemen are
probably recruiting in your
neighborhood; will EFlers
be there to challenge them
and their dangerous rheto-
ric, as we have in Arizona?

There’s also a wider les-
son to be learned from
this divided land, one that
goes beyond the plight of
Latin America and its peo-
ple. Ironically, when you
stare at the Border long
enough, it actually erases
a division in your mind—the line between “environmen-
tal” and “human.”

Where is the division between social, environmental
and economic justice when you talk about defending the
Maya homeland? Where is it when you talk about demili-
tarizing the Border and saving lives? Where is it when you
oppose the racist fear-mongering that the powerful use to
justify genocide and ecocide around the world?

To divide these into sepa-
rate issues, even mentally,
seems to betray a dangerous
and anthropocentric delu-

sion: that humans somehow justice into separate issues, even

exist separate from nature;
that the social structures we
build are not determined
by our culture’s relation-
ship with the Earth; that the
Earth’s health is not depen-
dent upon what kinds of societies we build.

Yet this anthropocentrism is, at the same time, human-
denigrating; as if human struggles for social justice are noth-
ing but a necessary distraction from our true, ecological
calling. “We wouldn't be good people if we didn’t care about
social issues,” many EFlers seem to say, “but don’t worry, we
still devote most of our attention to the Earth.” It’s time to
toss aside these elaborate justifications and accept, once and
for all, that humans are special—and that human cultures
are the most powerful tool in our Earth-defending toolbox.
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To divide social and environmental

mentally, seems to betray a dangerous

and anthropocentric delusion.

| ries about themselves. But
| we are not wolves; it’s not

our job to worry about
their stories. It is our spe-
cies that has placed all
of life in danger. So who
is going to stop the eco-
cide and build a healthier
world if not strong com-
munities of humans with
a profound connection to
their bioregions?

But we can never build
these communities- if we
lock ourselves into the dead
end of single-issueism—
whether environmentalism,
anti-racism, peace or even
a vast collection of single
issues tied together in our
minds solely by a common
oppressor. Alliances based
around a common enemy
have a tendency to disinte-
grate when one partner wins
a certain degree of privilege,
and single issues and special interests do not inspire or unite.
Only social relationships—and the moral obligations that
follow when you let yourself truly care about someone—
have that capacity. When was a revolution ever fought
for a special interest? Revolutions are fought and won for
a way of life.

Fortunately, EF! is not an environmental movement,
but a deep ecology movement. And deep ecology is the
truest of social movements,
because it encompasses all of
our social worlds—the worlds
of families and lovers, plants
and animals, predators and
prey. Deep ecology demands
love and respect in every
relationship between every
living being. So as true deep
ecologists, we will inevitably
find ourselves working on
causes that some view as “social” or perhaps even “hu-
man triviality.”

But if we are grounded in an understanding of the way
that all of our destinies are connected, if we are always
building authentic communities of Earth-based resistance,
then we are in no danger of sliding into anthropocentrism.
In fact, we are just rediscovering what so many Americans
before us have known—the secret of being fully human.

Ben Pachano is a Chuk’shon EFler. Defending mountain lions
and hounding Minutemen—it’s all in a day’s work!
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Alocked-down, precedent-setting, dam-cracking
wolf to the Direct Action Camp in eastern Iceland,
which has pledged an all-out resistance to the construc-
tion of the Karahnjukar hydroelectric megadam. Destroy-
ing a large portion of Iceland’s highland wilderness, the
dam would provide power for an aluminum smelter to be
built by Alcoa, a multinational
company that has a long histo-
ry of violating environmental,
human and workers’ rights.

In classic Earth First! style, a
group of protesters snuck onto
the construction site
earlier this year and
unfurled a large banner
with a black, painted
crack along the dam’s
wall. In another action on
July 19, a group of 20 dam
resisters hiked into the construc-
tion area, and four activists locked
down to a company pickup truck
and a huge Caterpillar construction
vehicle, thereby blocking two access
roads. Thirteen activists were arrested
but later released without charge. It
was the first such action in Iceland’s
history—the police even had to come
up with a word for “lockdown.”

A class-struggling, bicycle-riding wolf to
the “common people” of Chizhou, China, who
took to the streets in an eight-hour riot on August 9,
after witnessing a businessman in his luxury sedan hit
a bicyclist, causing him to fall to the ground. An argu-
ment immediately ensued between the bike rider and
the owner of the car, provoking the businessman to or-
der his bodyguard to beat up the already injured rider.
The riot that followed was described as a popular re-
bellion, and it led to the overturning and burning of
police vehicles and the businessman’s car. By the end
of the evening,-10,000 Chizhou residents had filled the
streets. One local resident said, “When anger boils up in
your heart so long, it has to burst.”

A border-prowling, anti-racist-howling, Mexi-

can gray wolf to the Buenas Noches Brigade for
driving away the California chapter of the Minutemen,
a racist, paramilitary group advocating increased mili-
tarization of the US-Mexico border. The Min-
utemen have terrorized border residents
with armed patrols of the area, violently
apprehending whoever they think is an il-
legal immigrant.

A border fence that resembles the Berlin
Wall, bright nocturnal floodlights, and
aerial and off-road patrols are some exam-
ples of the military buildup on the bor-
der, affecting not only the people in the
region, but also the natural surroundings.

On July 28, with the objective of hunt-sabbing
the Minute-kkklan’s California desert outpost, the Bue-
nas Noches Brigade, an affinity group of immigrant and

human rights activists from the San Diego/Tijuana area
and part of the Gente Unida Coalition, confronted the
Minutemen patrols with loud music, drumming, danc-
ing and readings of Chicano poetry, making it impossible
for the vigilantes to catch migrants and causing them to
give-up and go home.

Wolves and Poodles

A gas-guzzling, fume-inhaling, directionally
challenged poodle to the Rotary Club of Cha-
tham, Ontario, for deciding that the best way
to raise money for a new “eco-center” in the
proposed French Fort Cove development was
to raffle off a brand-new Hummer in Septem-
ber! Calling it a “Hum-dinger of a prize,” the
Rotary Club expressed no regrets about the
ecological impacts of its prize choice.
A baby-you-can-drive-my-car-culture
poodle to Paul McCartney for announcing
that his next US tour, this Fall, will be sponsored
by the Lexus automobile company. “Lexus and I
share the same philosophy and approach to cre-
ating the best work possible,” McCartney said. The
Lexus sponsorship, which includes multiple market-
ing opportunities throughout the tour,
represents the first time the ex-
Beatle has ever partnered &:, o
with a commercial brand. SRR

A re-introduced cousin
of the giant Pleistocene
poodle to EF! co-founder Dave
Foreman and the other co-
authors of “Re-wilding North
America,” an article published
in the August issue of Nature. Fore-
man and friends propose introducing
African cheetahs, elephants and lions into the
North American wilderness in order to replace their now-
extinct relatives. As University of Arizona Professor Paul
S. Martin explains, many large mammals disappeared

from the continent 13,000 years ago as a result of

over-hunting, not climate change.
These armchair enviros somehow forget that
we're having a hard enough time restoring
modern megafauna to ecologies that are 500
years old! They also imply that indigenous
populations destroyed an otherwise pristine

ecology and that the intervening 12,500

years of biological and cultural evolution

did nothing to remedy this situation.

The authors suggest that the more dramatic
re-introductions should occur within wildlife parks or on
private lands such as billionaire media-mogul Ted Turner’s
Ladder Ranch, where the Nature article was drafted. Can
anybody say “American safari?”
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Monkeywrenching
the Gentry

Environmental(ist) Racism and Urban Development

BY PANAGIOTI TSOLKAS

In a nutshell, environmental racism occurs when white
privilege and supremacy play a role in deciding the fate of
communities of color regarding issues like development,
pollution and physical displacement. Examples would
be an interstate plowing through a neighborhood to ac-
commodate white, middle-class commuters—Ilike I-95 did
through Overtown in Miami, Florida—or a garbage dump
being sited in the backyard of a long-standing black com-
munity, causing sickness in children and seniors—as in
the Osbourne community of Lake Worth. The examples
could continue for pages, starting with the initial coloni-
zation of this hemisphere, following the footsteps of the
Trail of Tears and the transatlantic slave trade into every
inner city in the US. Understanding this history and its
modern manifestations is of crucial importance to the
radical ecology movement.

By now, lots of folks have heard about the fight against
the Scripps biotechnology facility in Florida (see EF!J No-
vember-December 2004). Throughout the early debates
over the Scripps plan, alternative locations were persistently
proposed in attempt to keep the facility out of undeveloped
Palm Beach County. Sadly, very few outspoken enviros
were willing to denounce the biotech work that Scripps
does (some for strategic reasons, others seemingly sold on
the legitimacy of this mad research). Instead, they focused
only on where the facility would be located. Thus, one of
the alternate sites backed by the regional environmental
activist community—which had built quite a groundswell
of support by this point—was Riviera Beach. The story went
that Scripps President Richard Lerner was cruising in his
yacht on the intercoastal waterway when he saw the “deso-
late-looking” Port of Riviera and thought that it might be
a good spot for his biotech palace. The site, of course, was
in the middle of a black community; the proposal reeked
of gentrification. Scripps advocates, including real-estate
developers and environmentalists alike, claimed that the
research park would solve all of the city’s social and eco-
nomic problems. Yet even Riviera Beach officials, who were
expected to jump at the opportunity for redevelopment,
criticized the plan. The fast-track process that Scripps was
on allowed for little-to-no say from the communities that
would be affected and, eventually, massively displaced to
make way for new infrastructure and housing to accom-
modate Scripps employees and their families.
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White environmental activists and their lawyers were of-
fering to call off all legal challenges in exchange for what
they considered a quick victory. It was an all-too-famil-
iar stab in the back from white eco-activists to communi-
ties of color. Inthe end, Scripps refused to budge from its
prime land, next to the J.W. Corbett Wildlife Management
Area, allowing environmental alliances to remain intact.
The debate offered a disturbing glance into the lack of in-
tegrity and solidarity that even the most hardcore white
conservationists and ecologists show when they have a
chance at being tossed a bone from the political/industrial
system. Without any input from black residents or even
any regional black activists, “our” victory would have
been only another ill-gotten gain.

The Scripps debate in Palm Beach County is just one
blatant example of a process that occurs all of the time in
urban areas, usually unchallenged. Corporate interests de-
cide the fate of neighborhoods, declaring themselves the
saviors of these “blighted” areas. This urban re-coloniza-
tion is merely the modern continuation of the “manifest
destiny” that has swept the continent (and the planet)
for the past several hundred years. In fact, the sometimes
subtle shift of economic class that gave birth to the clum-
sy term “gentrification” has since given way to what re-
sembles more of a scorched-Earth policy, where whole city
blocks are evicted and leveled flat. It's undoubtedly an is-
sue of environmental justice, and it has, fortunately, been
making its way into EF! circles.

Resisting gentrification is an incredible chance to build
relationships with the diverse network of activists on the
frontlines of this yuppie invasion—exiled immigrants,
displaced indigenous people and small farmers, and long-
standing black neighborhoods. These are often the first to
feel the pressure, along with fixed-income senior citizens,
white working-class folks, local businesses, artisans, artists
and, somewhere in there, the radicals and activists who
are often hanging from the fringes of the middle-class.
For those of you who feel like you missed the chance to
fight alongside the original North American resistance to
colonization, if you’re from a city then it’s probably com-
ing back to your hometown.

As romantic as the struggle against gentrification may
sound to some of us, there are some pretty solid obsta-
cles for white, middle-class activists to overcome. For one
thing, the past five centuries of racial discrimination, kid-
napping, slavery, forced relocation, indentured servitude,



rape, imprisonment, colonial occupation, military inva-
sions, Jim Crow laws, police brutality, and white flight-
caused urban -ghettos—not to mention a whole list of
global CIA coups—has led to an active, legitimate distrust
of “white people” by the rest of the world’s population.

In recent bouts here in coastal South Florida, efforts to
keep public, undeveloped land out of the hands of devel-
opers have found anti-racist eco-radicals walking a strange
line between solidarity with indigenous immigrants facing
gentrification—a triple relocation for many Guatemalan/
Mayans who first lost land after the US-sponsored civil war
and later fled their country because of an inability to subsist
off the low prices of corn—and collaboration with sketchy,
white, middle- and upper-class activists who are using their
resources to fight big luxury developments for unrelated
reasons. How much do we associate with people who are,
for example, insulting and threatening toward immigrants
and indigenous people, or who make racial insults toward
public officials and are, in some cases, playing the same
real-estate speculation games as the local elite?

If you think this question is tough, how about a challenge
closer to home: To what extent are we, the hip, young, ec-
centric, paler-skinned radicals, part of that same gentrifi-
cation process? Do we invite middle-class investment into
low-income neighborhoods just by our presence? Are we
like the canary in the mine, signaling to white, liberal yup-
pies that it’s safe to make that step back into the “scary”
towns and cities that their (or our) parents abandoned to
white flight a generation or two ago? Yeah, a lot of us are.

So where do we go from here? Clearly, there are no easy
answers. EF!, as a network and a direct-action movement,
is evolving to further embrace the struggles for wildness on
an urban front, and a current of anti-racist sentiment seems
to be developing. We should continue to fight, not just
against the roads that are reaching out like arteries from
the heart of the urban, industrial nightmare, but also closer
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to the source of the nightmare’s tainted stream of blood.
Bringing radical ecology, green anarchy and militant eco-
action into the places where a lot of us actually live can be
a more honest and direct approach to confronting the civi-
lized greed and domination that is killing the planet.

This also means that we will be engaging in a battle
where, very often, the stage has already been set for at-
tacking racism head-on. It may be a humbling experience
for many who are more accustomed to First-World wilder-
ness campaigns to work in solidarity with urban folks and
not always feel exalted as the hippie (or redneck) eco-sav-
ior. Instead, we might feel the fulfillment of being part of a
community that, while it may not be versed in the princi-
ples of radical ecology or green anarchy per se, has experi-
ences of resistance spanning a much wider spectrum than
that of most middle-class, white activists—from Watts and
Attica to Wounded Knee, Oka and Chiapas. If we're going
to succeed in overcoming the massive system of industri-
alism—and we have to—it’s going to mean fighting side-
by-side with the folks who have had to bear the bulk of
the system’s burden for centuries. And that means, first, a
real commitment to fighting racism and white supremacy
in our networks and affiliations, as well as in the broader
society at large. There are some pretty impressive examples
to look to and build from: Kattah EF!’s anti-KKK actions,
More Gardens! in New York City, Victory Gardens in the
Northeast and solidarity efforts in the Southwest around
border issues. But there needs to be more on this list.

Come on, Earth First!. I think we can do this.

Inspired by john johnson, panagioti tries to remember to
keep his name lowercase because he doesn’t like capitalism
either, and he uses his Greek name because his family isn’t
from England. Not that there’s anything wrong with being from
England—panagioti tries not to discriminate against anyone’s
identity, even people who happen to be descendents or residents
of the nastiest of empires.
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Mountain Justice Summer in the Coalfield
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s and Streets of Appalachia
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save a piece of
heaven

BY SKYLER SIMMONS

This Summer, in response to the
overwhelming devastation of our bio-
region by mountaintop removal (MTR)
coal mining, KatGah Earth First! (KEF!)
embarked on an ambitious and inten-
sive three months of outreach, direct
action and community organizing to
stop this sickening industry dead in
its tracks (see EF!] July-August 2005).
Thirty-five arrests, thousands of dol-
lars and an ungodly number of meet-
ing-hours later, we decided to take
a critical look at the ups, downs and
all-arounds of Mountain Jus-

Tennessee and West Virginia, with the
last two getting the most attention.
Many of us in KEF! got involved in
the fight against MTR because of the
overwhelming destruction it wreaks on
our mountains, forests and rivers. But
after working side by side with coal-
field residents, we realized that MTR is
as much an issue of human rights and
economic justice as one of ecodefense.
Our decision to put an equal emphasis
on the human impacts of MTR played
a major part in the successes of this
Summer. Not only were we fighting
to end MTR, we also demanded that

experiences. As the name implies, we
were there to listen, not to preach or
raise money.

The results of these listening proj-
ects varied widely. One day, you
might not get past the first household
because people were so eager to share
their stories or take you four-wheel-
ing all day, touring mine sites. Oth-
er days, you might be greeted by a
slammed door or a gun in your face.

The listening projects helped us to
identify the pressing issues in each
area, as well as to link previously iso-
lated individuals and communities
who wanted to fight MTR.

tice Summer (M]S). Hopefully,
other groups and campaigns
can learn from our mistakes
and successes.

...fighting MTR is not a choice
but a matter of survival.

On the downside, we did
not always pursue these new
contacts, potentially losing
valuable allies and our own

Our main goals for MJS were:
to escalate resistance to MTR from a
regional struggle to a national one;
to raise awareness of the devastation
of Appalachia by MTR; to empower,
support and unify coalfield residents
and groups; and, of course, to end all
MTR and surface mining. We split our
time between the four states currently
affected by MTR: Kentucky, Virginia,
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the coal companies pay reparations to
the communities they had looted dur-
ing the past century. As a result of this
position, we were taken more seriously
by locals.

A central component of MJS was
our listening projects. We would go
door-to-door in communities affected
by MTR and ask people about their

credibility.

The lack of follow-up was partially a
result of a larger weakness of the Sum-
mer: our scheduling. We had a preset
schedule of which states we would be
in throughout the Summer (a week in
Virginia, a month in West Virginia, a
couple of weeks in Kentucky and so
on). Since we were obligated to be in
our various host states when they had



projects and protests scheduled, we
sometimes had to leave an area just
when the ball got rolling.

For example, while doing a listen-
ing project in southwest Virginia,
we discovered significant opposition
to MTR within the coalfields there.
However, we already had a big protest
scheduled in Richmond a few days
later, and West Virginia had a full
plate for us immediately after. Thus,
we ended up leaving an area that had
a lot of potential before we really got
to establish relationships with the lo-
cals. This left some of the locals feel-
ing abandoned after they had put a
lot of energy into hosting us.

I'm not sure if there was a way
around this problem. We wanted to
spend time in all of the states, and
the time we spent in each one was
up to the local organizers. Thus West
Virginia and Tennessee received the
most attention because locals there
had the most resources to host MJS,
while in Virginia there wasn’t even a
local group to work with. A main goal
of ours for the future is to give much-
needed attention and energy to the ar-
eas that were neglected this Summer.

M]JS probably had the greatest impact
in West Virginia. We were inspired and
honored to work with the residents of
the Coal River Valley and surround-
ing areas, where fighting MTR is not a
choice but a matter of survival.

While there are other big dogs in the
neighborhood, Massey Energy is one
of the largest coal companies in West
Virginia. It is definitely the most hat-
ed, due to its violent, anti-union poli-
cies, complete disregard for coalfield
residents and horrific environmental
practices. Coal River Mountain Watch
had developed a list of five clear de-
mands ranging from an end to MTR
to a new elementary school (Massey’s
operations had poisoned the current
one). Grandmothers were arrested
while trying to present these demands
to Massey officials, and a retired coal
miner did a hunger strike on the steps
of the state capitol. The media ate it
up, and Massey spent millions on ads
trying to discredit us.

This focused strategy was lacking in
other states. In Tennessee, we would
protest at the Office of Surface Min-
ing one day, go to the governor’s of-
fice the next and fuck with National
Coal Company the day after that.

While all of these entities deserved
our wrath, there is something to be
said for hammering away at a focused
target. In West Virginia, this strategy
paid off with a tangible victory: We
stopped Massey from building a sec-
ond coal silo next to an elementary
school. While it was only a small bat-
tle in the overall war against MTR, it
was definitely a result of our persis-
tence and focus.

When we first started MJS, a lot of
us in KEF! thought it was going to be
a Summer in the woods—occupying
mines, harassing shareholders and
blocking roads. While we did our share
of that, MJS was much more about lay-
ing the groundwork for these types of
actions through the far-less-glamorous
work of community organizing, out-
reach and building connections. This
was frustrating at times, but the work
paid off when our direct actions had
community support and were carried
out by the people who are personally
affected by MTR.

Looking back at our goals for MJS,
where are we now? Well, we didn’t
stop MTR, but we never expected that
to happen by the end of the Summer.
Did we magnify the struggle from lo-
cal to national and garner worldwide
attention? Yes and no. Dedicated
folks from around the country came
to southern Appalachia to join the
fight, and many others have promised
to help out with solidarity actions in
their hometowns. We occasionally re-
ceived national and international at-
tention, but by no means is MTR on
the minds of every Jane and Joe in the
country—yet. We did, however, create
lasting relationships and a far stron-
ger, united front against MTR. Local
groups have had new energy injected
into them, knowing that they are no
longer alone, and they are now armed
with new ideas on how to fight.

We are going to continue the fight
against MTR in the coalfields and on
the streets. We're always looking for
more dedicated folks to help out. See
ya’ in the mountains!

For more information, con-
tact Three Rivers Earth First!,
POB 16309, Knoxville, TN 37996;
www.mountainjusticesummer.org.

Skyler Simmons fantasizes about
throwing CEO’s of coal companies into
sludge ponds when he’s not busy chop-
ping wood and digging gardens.

Reclaiming
Appalachia

Mining Halted!

- BY CALICO

The early morning sky sparkled
on August 15, and Zeb Mountain
was quiet, awaiting the rumble of
dynamite that echoes daily through
Elk Valley, Tennessee.

Before workers arrived, Kattah
EFlers (KEF!) debilitated a car and
quickly erected a tripod behind it
at the front gate of the mountain-
top removal mine site. Two people
locked down to the car, one through
the wheel well and one through the
passenger door. A banner was hung
from the tripod that read: “We
Won't Stop Until You Do.”

No getting past this.

At approximately 5 a.m., a truck
came barreling up the mountain
with the intention of running over
anything and anyone in its path.
It stopped four feet away from the
blockade, striking a woman who
had moved to stop the truck from
killing eight or more people. When

‘the police arrived to assess the situ-

ation, they declared that it was pri-
vate property, and the coal goons
could do what they wanted to re-
move us. National Coal employees
and police assaulted protesters and
even shook one of the poles on the
tripod, causing the person in lock-
down to fall 30 feet.

A total of 10 protesters were ar-
rested. KEF! has filed battery charg-

_es against a National Coal employee

and complaints against the Camp~?
bell County pohce .
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The
Hulrrnmamnmne
Soclelty”

Crosses
the

Line

BY THE NORTH AMERICAN ANIMAL LIBERATION PRESS OFFICE

Denouncing both the ELF and ALF, Michael Markarian,
who works with the Humane Society of the US, stated:

“We applaud the FBI and law enforcement authorities for

trying to crack down and root out these criminals.”

The animal advocacy movement
is richly diverse, encompassing three
major tendencies: animal welfare,
animal rights and animal liberation.
While all animal welfare and most
animal rights groups insist on work-
ing within the legal boundaries of so-
ciety, animal liberationists argue that
the state is irrevocably corrupt and
that legal approaches alone will never
win justice for the animals.

Whereas animal liberationists
have always urged a pluralist ap-
proach and shown appreciation for
all tactics including those of welfare
groups, the converse, unfortunately,
has not been the case. Numerous
welfare and rights groups have criti-
cized the Animal Liberation Front
(ALF) for actions they think hurt the
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image of animal advocacy and alien-
ate potential sympathizers. Many
mainstream organizations have even
pulled out of conferences including
direct-action speakers. Such divisive
actions have less to do with principle
than with the economic demands
of membership and a fear of being
tainted with guilt by association. The
more an organization has to lose, the
more it strives to separate itself from
militant aspects of the movement.
For the Humane Society of the US
(HSUS), a small empire is at stake.

In recent years, HSUS—the largest
animal advocacy group in the coun-
try—has expressed increasingly open
and vocal criticism of direct action
and of groups such as the ALF. Yet
in an August Newsday article entitled

“Feds Turn Up the Heat on ‘Ecoter-
rorists,”” HSUS crossed a line by dem-
onstrating far more solidarity with
the police state than with the animal
rights cause itself. Denouncing the
Earth Liberation Front (ELF) and the
ALF, Michael Markarian, executive
vice president of external affairs for
HSUS, stated: “We applaud the FBI
and law enforcement authorities for
trying to crack down and root out
these criminals.”

Fully aware of the unreliability of
media sources, we contacted Markari-
an to confirm that he was accurately
quoted. He replied with this message:

“In this case, my quote was accu-
rate. The reporter asked me specifically
about arson, and I told her in no un-
certain terms that HSUS opposes such
actions, and we believe that law en-
forcement agencies have a duty to stop
people from engaging in this conduct,
no matter what cause they claim to rep-
resent. As you know, HSUS has no quar-
rel with peaceful civil disobedience, but
we have been very vocal in opposing
activities such as property destruction,



threats of violence, harassment and ar-
son in the name of animal protection.
We ask people to adhere to a code of
conduct in how they treat animals, and
we should be prepared to adhere to a
civil code of conduct ourselves.

“We have a tough enough challenge
in asking people to accept the idea
that animals should be included in our
moral calculus. It increases our degree
of difficulty when our movement asks
people to accept illegal tactics. Final-
ly, I'll add that I believe these actions
hand a major strategic opportunity
to our opponents. We cede the mor-
al high ground to vivisectors, factory
farmers and others when we resort to
these tactics. If people in our move-
ment didn’t engage in these tactics, it
would not be surprising to have agent
provocateurs conduct similar actions,
as a means of undermining the cred-
ibility of the organizations and leaders
of the movement.”

HSUS is trying to get the feds off its
back, but only to turn them loose on
others, as it “applauds” the actions
of the police state and cheers the
good guys in the “war on terrorism.”
What HSUS doesn’t acknowledge is
the important victories for animals
that have been achieved through il-
legal direct action. What it doesn’t
see is that it needs the “radicals” and
“extremists” as a foil in order to po-
sition itself as “mainstream” and “re-
spectable.” What it doesn’t grasp is
that what happens to any one aspect
of the movement happens to all of
it and that once the corporate-state
complex goes after the underground,
the same machinery will grind away

OFBl

at the aboveground if it begins to
grow effective to any degree.

We solicited a response to HSUS'’s
views from Kevin Jonas, the founder
of Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty
(SHAC) USA, a prominent spokesper-
son for direct action, and someone
who has been shoved around more
than a bit by law enforcement agen-
cies and officials:

“It has always been my policy that
it's not a good idea to air the move-
ment’s dirty laundry in public. Dis-
putes, dramas and squabbles should
be reconciled internally and not en-
joyed by our opposition and exploited
as a divide-and-conquer tactic by the
FBI. To this end, I have tasted blood
on more than one occasion from bit-
ing my tongue.

“Believe me, I get it. I understand
that the more ‘reputable’ national
welfare organizations feel they must
keep their distance from the ‘radical’
efforts. Their pursuits are policy and
potlucks in the hopes of setting not
only a legislative agenda, but also in
attempting to create a more compas-
sionate culture. In a post-9/11, securi-
ty-crazed, constitutionally challenged
time, where animal-abuse lobbyists
have adopted the Karl Rove playbook
in attack ads, it can almost be forgiv-
able that such large, right-of-center,
mainstream organizations would in-
sulate themselves from the organically
grown, uncontrollable, nothing-to-
lose, all-volunteer grassroots. Whether
or not this distancing is a good idea
or if the aims and objectives of such
organizations are worthy of the

continued on next page
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2.7 Million Animals

Exterminated in 2004
Public Employees for Environ-

. _mental Responsibility (PEER) and

Sinapu released a report on Sep-
tember 7, stating that the federal
government killed more than 2.7
million “nuisance” animals in
2004-—a million more than the
previous year.

More than 2.3 million starlings
wereeliminated, alongwith 22,204
crows, ravens and blackbirds, and
10,806 geese and swans. Predator
deaths included 397 black bears,
359 cougars and 75,674 coyotes.

“Wildlife Services killed more
than fiveanimals per minute,” said
Wendy Keefover-Ring of Sinapu.
“The toll on ecosystems wrought

by this one agency is jaw drop-

ping.” More than 90 percent of

_ theanimals were killed by poison,

often resulting in the widespread

_ deaths of non-targeted species.

According to PEER, “The public
has no idea that a significant por-
tion of the federal wildlife manage-
ment budget is actually devoted
to extermination.”

. Wolf Restoration Ordered

On August 19, a federal judge

~ ordered the Bush administration
to step up efforts torestore the gray

wolf to Maine, New Hampshire,

. Vermont and New York. Judge J.
 Garvan Murtha found that the
~ Department of the Interior had
_ violated federal law in 2003 when
_ it ruled that no further efforts to
_restore the wolf were required.

The ruling sought to combine
_the upper Midwest region, where

restoration has been successful,
with the Northeast, in order to

_ pretend that wolf populations
~ were adequate across the entire

1-state region. Murtha wrote that
US Fish and Wildlife Service
mply cannot... ‘lump together’
sore population with a low to
on-existent population outside

he core area.” .




continued from
previous page
tremendous re-
sources devoted
to them is another
debate.

“What’s changed,

though, is that it is not
just distance that these monolithic
organizations are hoping to create,
but tactical hegemony. By orga-
nizing boycotts of what were na-
tional movement conferences, by
forbidding their many hundreds of
employees from even attending cer-
tain demonstrations, by slandering
grassroots efforts to their few do-
nors and con-
demning actions
in the press, they
seek to help the
corporate  state
redefine what are
acceptable forms
of activism.

“As if those
fighting for ani-
mals didn’t already have enough
enemies, these actions pick a fight
amongst colleagues and divide the
movement. Organizations such as
HSUS have begun parroting the
eighth-grade rhetoric of George W.
Bush, with insinuations that you are
with them (their politics of the po-
lite), or against them. HSUS’s acqui-
sition of smaller organizations and
corporate mergers with other large
national groups speaks to this at-
tempt at hegemony and the triumph
of a welfarist agenda at the expense of
a rights/liberation position.

artwork by the Wiscokid
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“The actions of the factory

farms and vivisection labs are
far more egregious than any-
thing HSUS does, and they war-
rant all of the precious little time
we have—but recent statements
by HSUS have given me cause to
wonder where its allegiances truly
lie. When Markarian applauded the
FBI for ‘trying to crack down and root
out these criminals,’ this was both po-
litically distasteful and very, very per-
sonally troubling.

“The ‘criminals’ Markarian is refer-
ring to are the unknown number of
courageous activists risking their lives
and liberty to free tortured animals
and damage the mechanisms that
cause their suffering. These ‘criminals’
also include activists like myself and
six others who are to stand trial in
2006—not for taking anything, break-
ing anything or even trespassing, but
simply for having the goal of shutting
down Huntingdon Life Sciences, a no-
torious animal-testing lab.

“In the eyes of HSUS, I am a crimi-
nal because I am young, passionate,
take risks and am unabashed in my
criticism of those who would ever
dare raise a scalpel to the throat of a
beagle puppy. I am a proud animal
rights activist and apparently do not
belong to the same movement that
HSUS is seeking to homogenize.

“When Markarian and HSUS ap-
plauded the FBI, they took the right

“In the eyes of HSUS, I am a criminal because I am young,
passionate, take risks and am unabashed in my criticism o
those who would ever dare raise a scalpel to the throat of a
beagle puppy,” responds SHAC USA Founder Kevin Jonas.

to disagreement a step too far. They
are applauding the agency that drew
four pistols on my dog and threatened
to kill him, the agency that spent six
months listening to my most per-
sonal and intimate phone conver-
sations with family and friends, the
agency that threatened to subpoena
my dying grandfather to a grand
jury investigating his grandson, the
agency that ransacked my home and
stole everything from CD collections
to family photo albums. They are
cheerleading the agency that is today
trying to send me to jail for 23 years

for only my speech-related activity
within a legal protest campaign.

“When Markarian and HSUS clap
for the FBI, they are supporting the
same agency that tried to ruin Martin
Luther King, Jr., that framed and even
murdered anti-war activists of the '70s
and that covered up the car bombing
of prominent environmental activist
Judi Bari. HSUS is standing behind a
government force that is trying to do
the same thing to the animal protec-
tion movement that it has tried (and
succeeded) to do to virtually every
other social justice struggle in recent
US history.

“It is a new level of naiveté and
treachery to think that we can find
allies amongst the army of the op-
pressor. It is a position that does not
meet the test of history or ethics. It
is a position of inconsistency, for
HSUS to not support direct action
for animals because it is illegal and
considered violent by some, while
applauding the FBI, which has a long
and documented history of crimi-
nal fraud and murder. This position
is almost as outlandish as the belief
that we as a movement can tackle the
world’s single greatest oppression and
prejudice—the violent exploitation of
animals—by simply being polite and
patient, when no human-centered so-
cial justice struggle has ever succeed-
ed using such tepid tactics.

“l am tired of biting my tongue.
I don’'t want to
be quiet anymore
while the execu-
f tives at HSUS—
who take six-figure
salaries and some
still even eat the
animals that we
are . fighting for—
condemn the risk-
takers and courageous few that gave
this movement its birth and its contin-
ued hope. This is a debate and dialogue
that needs to take place, but sadly, you
will only find one side willing to sit at
the table of reconciliation. HSUS and
others seek to silence this voice of
dissent and retreat behind the same
tired platitudes used by animal abus-
ers evading confrontation.

“We humans are quarrelsome ani-
mals and will never agree about ev-
erything, but certain common ground
and respect can be reached if we can
stop the vilification. As a start, this



is the challenge I give to Markarian,
Wayne Pacelle and all those who
represent HSUS: The next time you
have the opportunity to comment
on militant direct-action tactics in
a news publication, condemn the
lab employees or feedlot operators
whom we are united against, and
spare those who support the tough
tactics that this movement needs to
achieve its goals.”

If HSUS is right that this move-
ment can win justice for animals (or
really, according to its stated goals,
improve the welfare of the animal
slaves) through education and legis-
lation alone, then why are more ani-
mals being tortured to death today
than 20 years ago? Why is the main-
stream movement barely able to do
anything more than increase the size
of cages and bring about “humane
slaughter?” Why is it helping corpo-
rations polish their public image and
mitigate consumer guilt over eating
murdered animals?

There are lessons to be learned from
the recent history of the environmen-
tal movement. As Mark Dowie de-
scribes in his book Losing Ground, the
big, mainstream US environmental
groups that emerged in the 1970s—the
so-called “Gang of Ten”—clamored for
respectability and political influence as
they sold out, compromised, pandered
to power and even thwarted grassroots
radicals, while growing into bloated
bureaucracies that craved business stu-
dents more than acute activists. The
same pattern has emerged in the ani-
mal advocacy movement, and it is
a worrying trend.

But just as Paul Watson broke
with the conservativism of
Greenpeace to create the Sea
Shepherd Conservation Society
and confront the bastards who
kill animals with impunity on
the high seas, just as the founders
of Earth First! renounced the futil-
ity of mainstream environmental
tactics and organizational corrup-
tion in order to spawn an important,
militant, direct-action approach, and
just as the ELF emerged to take the
defense of the Earth to the next lev-
el, so there will always be a militant
animal rights/liberation movement
emerging in appropriate response to
the increasing enormity of animal
suffering that is tragically paralleled
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by the ineffectiveness of mainstream
approaches.

Opposition to direct action is the
last refuge of speciesism. The ALF
SHAC and other direct-action groups
are employing the tough tactics nec-
essary to help animals, and they are
effective where other approaches fail.
Ask any animal “advocate” who op-
poses the use of high-pressure and
illegal tactics on behalf of animals if
they also oppose the historical use
of sabotage and even violence to free
human beings in wars of indepen-
dence and liberation, and you will
expose the latent speciesist view that
animals do not merit liberation “by
any means necessary.”

The broad animal advocacy move-
ment needs each and every effec-
tive tactic that helps the animals. It
is time to turn the tables on main-
stream criticism of direct action and
to ask instead whether it is not, in
fact, mainstream approaches that do
more harm than good, as they cozy
up with corporations, defend the
murderous and violent police state,
and trumpet the message that ex-
ploiting animals is acceptable so long
as you do it “humanely.”

We're in this fight for animals togeth-
er. The underground and direct-action
movement doesn’t expect solidarity
from aboveground and mainstream
groups like HSUS—but it does hope,
at the very least, that the noble and
uncompromising cause of abolition-
ism will not be vilified and betrayed by
those courting favor with corporations

and the state.

Bare BoNES

University Bids to Silence
Anti-Vivisectionists

This August, in an attempted
contract-violating land grab, the
University of Wisconsin-Madison
offered one million dollars for a
property that had already been
sold to the Primate Freedom
Project for its National Primate
Research Exhibition Hall. Animal
rights groups claim that the uni-
versity’s offer to pay so much for
aproperty worth only $150,000 is
an attempt to silence the critics of
primate vivisection.

The property in question lies di-
rectly between the Harlow Primate
Laboratory and the Wisconsin
National Primate Research Center,
two of the most notorious primate
research facilities in the country.
The exhibition hall will highlight
the historical and current abuses
of monkeys and apes in publicly
funded experimentation.

Maxxam Wins Cash,

Fires Workers

Charles Hurwitz, chairman
and chief executive of Maxxam/
Pacific Lumber (PL), will receive
$72.3 million after a judge ruled
in August that federal banking
officials had filed baseless legal
actions against Hurwitz on behalf
of California environmentalists.

The judge agreed with Hurwitz
that a 1995 probe into a savings
and loan failure was a politically
motivated effort to force Hurwitz
to turn over critical portions of
the Headwaters Forest in Hum-
boldt County.

Atthe same time, Scotia Pacific,
PL's timber-holding subsidiary,
announced that it would fire a
third of its workforce, includ-
ing science staff responsible for
ensuring compliance with en-
vironmental laws. Although the
company only narrowly avoided
bankruptcy in July, a massive
amount of its money is still being
transferred to Maxxam.
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The Rise and Rise of the
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ANti-VivisectionNnists

BY MAX GASTONE

For the anti-vivisection movement,
the last five years have been ones
of tremendous change while full of
spectacular successes. Some, like the
victorious battle to shut down the
Newchurch guinea-pig farm, are ob-
vious. The campaign demonstrated a
powerful commitment from the activ-
ists who saw through a tough, six-year
struggle with constantly hard-hitting
actions that were often as outrageous
as they were innovative. Less tangible
is the effect that the movement has
had on the vivisectors themselves, yet
which is summed up by the reason
one scientist gave for avoiding vivi-
section: “I am trying to lunatic-proof
my life as much as possible.”

Perhaps more significantly, the
grassroots anti-vivisection movement
has matured. It now has a sense of
purpose and focus unparalleled in its
history. The learning curve has been
steep, but campaigners have finally
developed strategies to actually bring
about the end of vivisection. There’s
still talk of decades, but instead of
nebulous goals, there are now specific
plans as to how this will be achieved.
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These days in the UK, it is common
to hear the “animal rights mob” de-
nounced as terrorists by politicians,
newspapers and other commenta-
tors—especially when it comes to
vivisection. This attitude is not based
on specific actions or tactics, but on
a revolution in how campaigns select
their targets.

Newchurch is the latest vindication
of this new strategy, which has devel-
oped over the last decade. For a good
number of years, the strategy was to
take out the smaller, individual play-
ers in the vivisection industry, in par-
ticular those supplying the animals
to vivisectors. The reasoning was that
without animals, it would be impos-
sible to do research. There is little
doubt that this has made it harder to
obtain some species, but it failed to
take into account the large numbers
of animals coming from abroad.

In hindsight, the campaigns such
as Newchurch and Hillgrove Cat
Farm have had more important con-
sequences: They increased reliance
on the transportation of animals into
the UK, and they gave the grassroots
groups a chance to learn and develop
many of the tactics refined over the

last five years. These campaigns cre-
ated a focus on the infrastructure of
the targeted businesses, rather than
generalized protest. Organizers aimed
at taking out key parts of the vivisec-
tion enterprise, often putting pres-
sure directly on the staff—the logic
being that without workers, there is
no business.

A major shift came with the launch-
ing of the Stop Huntingdon Animal
Cruelty (SHAC) campaign. Hunting-
don Life Sciences (HLS) was the largest
animal research contractor in Europe,
worth half a billion dollars in 1992,
and a significant player in the animal
research industry. Long a target of
protesters, HLS was rocked by a 1996
television exposé, which left it in a
weakened state. In 1999, campaign-
ers fresh from the victory at Hillgrove
formed SHAC, and HLS became the
number one target of grassroots anti-
vivisectionists.

The campaign continues today, but
it has become larger than just one
company. It has developed and refined
new strategies that have left the entire
vivisection industry floundering.

The insight of the new anti-vivisec-
tion strategy was that any company



depends on a variety of other compa-
nies in order to survive. SHAC start-
ed by using capitalism against itself;
shareholders and market makers were
targeted and brought to their knees.
This was done to hit at the heart of
HLS’s finances, as its ability to raise
money and take orders was closely
linked to the value of its stock. The
share price duly crashed, and HLS was
driven first off the London stock mar-
ket and then off the New York Stock
Exchange. Animal rights gained a fear-
some reputation in financial centers,
and vivisectors were hit by a wave of
demoralization.

While animal research companies
and those supplying the animals
had become prepared to deal with
direct protest by animal rights activ-
ists, there are many other companies
not in that position. Such companies
do not profit enough from animal
research to justify the new security
costs and hassle they began to incur.
The movement switched en masse to
knocking out suppliers wherever they
could find them.

Many compa-
nies resisted, but a
key component of
the animal rights
movement is its
tenacity. Once a
target was identi-
fied, campaigners
simply refused to
let up.

When compa-
nies did resist, it gave the movement a
chance to flex its muscles and demon-
strate its full power. Thus one of the
world’s largest insurance companies,
Marsh & McLennan, put up a nine-
month fight with the backing of the
pharmaceutical industry. Eventu-
ally, it surrendered. As a result, the
next target, the equally mammoth
accounting firm Deloitte & Touche,
lasted only 10 days. Indeed, the bigger
the company, the easier it appeared to
knock it out.

The tactics of personalization begun
in the earlier campaigns were simul-
taneously taken on by underground
elements of the movement. Every
company is a pyramid of command
with decision-makers at the top. Ac-
tions by the Animal Liberation Front
increasingly focused on these people,
regularly vandalizing their cars and
homes with clear messages.

This has cumulated in a rarefied cli-
mate in the UK, with laws being passed
simply to curb animal rights activists
and the mainstream press embarking
on a campaign to demonize grassroots
anti-vivisection campaigns. Fortu-
nately, this demonization has worked
against the vivisection industry, as
those most affected by fear are the
two groups the industry needs most:
suppliers and the next generation of
researchers. Instead of cutting off the
animal rights mandate, the climate of
fear has given activists another pow-
erful weapon. This has given a few
protesters far more impact outside an
office or home than they would oth-
erwise have.

In 2004, Daniel Vasella, chairman
of the multinational pharmaceuti-
cal corporation Novartis, referred
to the UK as the most hostile place
in the world to do animal research.
Meanwhile, a Japanese consortium
withheld a 1.8-billion-dollar research
project from the UK because of the
government’s inability to stop the

Many companies resisted, but akey component of the animal
rights movement is its tenacity. Once a target was identified,
campaigners simply refused to let up. When companies did
resist, it gave the movement a chance to flex its muscles and
demonstrate its full power.

animal rights movement. Elsewhere,
scientists are complaining about the
problems of attracting new students—
as people shy away from an industry
where they are likely to end up as tar-
gets of the more extreme elements of
the animal rights movement.

Globally, the movement stands
in a powerful position—but it is not
standing still. The next stage in this
process is now in motion with the
Allied Primate Coalition and the
Gateway to Hell campaign. Activists
have developed a long-term strategy
to make vivisection so expensive that
universities will no longer be able to
afford it; coupled with falling student
numbers, it is hoped that this will fo-
cus vivisectors’ minds onto genuinely
seeking alternatives to animals. Only
when the backbone of academic ani-
mal research is broken will it be pos-
sible to outlaw vivisection.

To achieve this, the price of the
animals must be pushed even higher.
Currently, Gateway to Hell campaign-
ers are focusing on the island of Mau-
ritius, the second largest exporter of
primates to labs in the West (see EF!J
May-June 2005). Its national airline,
a soft target, has already stopped
transporting primates. The focus of
the campaign is not the island itself,
but its most important industry: tour-
ism (which provides a large number
of attractive targets globally). Cam-
paigners are concentrating on travel
agents, encouraging them to stop
selling vacations to the Indian Ocean
island until it revokes all licenses to
export primates.

Similar boycotts are being orga-
nized against other airlines that fly
animals to labs around the world.
Several years ago, one German uni-
versity highlighted such targets as
one of the most vulnerable parts of
the vivisection supply industry. Giv-
en the experience of the movement
to date, these are just the sort of tar-
gets it excels at
taking out.

The successes of
this global cam-
paign against vivi-
section suppliers
will hurt not only
HLS, Oxford Uni-
versity and other
current  vivisec-
tion targets, but
it will impact a
large swathe of laboratories in Europe
and North America.

The goals of the animal rights move-
ment are ambitious, but through
quick thinking and relentless cam-
paigning, it now has a clear vision.
By maintaining their integrity and
applying themselves in a united way,
anti-vivisectionists are becoming a
powerful global force, able to take on
companies and countries regardless
of the oppression thrown their way.

For more information, contact Stop
Huntingdon Animal Cruelty USA,
POB 22398, Philadelphia, PA 19110;
(609) 936-8422; info@insidehls.com;
www.shacamerica.net.

Also visit www.gatewaytohell.net;
www.directaction.info; www.shac.net.

Max Gastone has been active in a
number of animal rights and other grass-
roots campaigns in the UK for more than
a decade.
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Darley Oaks Guinea Pig Farm

Another Animal Torturer Closes Down

Following six years of sustained
pressure, animal liberation activists in
the UK scored a huge victory on Au-
gust 23, when the Darley Oaks guinea
pig farm in Newchurch declared that
it will close by the end of the year.

For 40 years, David Hall & Partners
have bred guinea pigs and sold them
to vivisectors, who subject the ani-
mals to painful and deadly tests. The
Hall family will now shift its focus to
growing crops instead.

On September 4, 200 people gathered
for a victory celebration. Accompanied
by a lone drummer, the crowd marched
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silently down the street, out of respect
for the thousands of murdered animals.
At a designated point, however, the
crowd exploded into cheers of celebra-
tion and danced through the streets for
the rest of the afternoon.

“This victory is a dramatic blow to an
industry that can and will be defeated
by kind-hearted activists,” according
to Save the Newchurch Guinea Pigs
(SNGP). “Members of the public are
no longer willing to stand by and let
vivisectors horrifically maim and kill...
a whole host of intelligent species to
manufacture make-up, oven cleaners,

shampoos and damaging medicants.”

Darley Oaks is only the latest in a
series of animal breeders to be shut
down by activist campaigns in the
UK. Like those before it, the campaign
to shut down Darley Oaks mixed
aboveground protest with creative
underground direct action—targeting
all employees of the farm, members
of the Hall family and their associ-
ates. This sustained pressure drove
employees and contractors from the
company, and it resulted in the Hall
family being banned from golf clubs
and even pubs before they “finally
caved in. =

Underground tactics used included
property destruction, threatening let-
ters and hanged effigies left on door-
steps. In amove that was never claimed
as a part of the campaign and was dis-
avowed by SNGP, the body of Gladys
Hammond—mother-in-law of one of
the farm’s owners—was removed from
its grave in October 2004. Upon an-
nouncing the closure of the farm,
members of the Hall family said that
they hoped their decision would lead
to the return of Hammond's body.

For more information, visit
www.liberation-now.org.

TFrontlinec

Greenpeace Ramps Up Anti-Coal Campaign

On August 29, nine Greenpeace climbers dropped a
banner from a cooling tower at a state-owned, coal-fired
power plant in Canakkale, Turkey. The action was part
of Greenpeace’s “Mediterranean Energy Tour,” designed
to raise awareness about unsustainable fossil fuel use in
the area and to urge governments to switch to renew-
able power sources.

Activists in Rotterdam, Netherlands, applied similar
tactics on September 8, when the Greenpeace ship Argus
blocked cranes at Europe’s largest coal import harbor.
They also unfurled a banner reading, “Coal Fuels Cli-
mate Change,” and occupied coal loaders.

“This port currently imports 24.7 million tons of
coal each year, and every ton returns to us as climate
change,” said Sven Teske of Greenpeace International.

ALF Liberates Brazilian Zoo Animals

The Redencao Park Zoo in Porto Alegre, Brazil, was
raided by the Animal Liberation Front (ALF) on Septem-
ber 11. The ALF painted slogans and broke into cages,
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freeing two birds and 10 monkeys. Left behind was a
manifesto explaining the reasons for the action.

The liberation was reported widely in the local media,
effectively spreading the message that “the ALF is alive
in Brazil.”

Oregon Treesitters Shot At

While forest defenders are no strangers to repres-
sion, treesitters at the Sten Timber Sale in central Ore-
gon have recently been subjected to some particularly
disturbing acts of violence. On August 28, someone
fired a .45-caliber pistol into the air near the tree-
sitters, and on September 10, a man shot tri-tipped
hunting arrows directly at them, puncturing a water
container and cutting a treesitter’s hand. Although
protesters have evidence of both assaults, including
shell casings, license plate numbers and the water jug
with an arrow through it, authorities have done al-
most nothing to investigate.

US Forest Service contract climbers evicted two out
of three treesits in the timber sale on September 14, but



New Twists in Battle Over

HII S Stock Trading

On September 8, the New York
Stock Exchange (NYSE) announced
that it would postpone trading shares
of Life Sciences Research, also known
as Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS).
The NYSE gave no reason for the deci-
sion, which followed weeks of emails
and phone calls to NYSE executives,
protests against traders in HLS shares
and action by the Animal Liberation
Front (ALF). i

Brian ‘Cass, managing director of
HLS, had flown in from the UK and
was standing on the trading floor
when the decision was announced.
The Telegraph reported that Catherine
Kinney, president of the NYSE, pulled
HLS executives aside and informed
them that several members of the
New York financial community had
warned the NYSE that animal rights
activists could threaten the security
of the exchange.

“We are astonished that the NYSE
would knuckle under to a load of
English hippies,” groused one disap-
pointed investor.

The exchange’s initial decision to
trade HLS stock had been announced
only three weeks before. In addition
to the predictable flurry of protest
sparked by a Stop Huntingdon Ani-
mal Cruelty (SHAC) action alert, two
actions by the ALF in two days add-
ed to the pressure on the NYSE. On
August 23 and 24, two separate New
York yacht clubs frequented by execu-
tives of Carr Securities were covered
in spray paint. An ALF communiqué
read, “Let this be a message to any
other company that chooses to court
HLS in its entrance into the NYSE...
don’t touch HLS!”

While animal rights activists cel-
ebrated their victories and went to
work to make the NYSE's decision per-
manent, the forces of animal exploi-
tation prepared their own response.
The Senate Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works, which in
May held hearings into the ALF and
Earth Liberation Front, announced a
hearing into SHAC for October. Kin-
ney and John Thain, chief executive
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of the NYSE, are expected to testify
about their decision to drop HLS.

In a letter to Kinney and Thain, Sena-
tor James Inhofe of Oklahoma demand-
ed an explanation: “It seems to me
unimaginable that this country’s world-
wide symbol of the integrity of capital
markets... would capitulate to threats,
or even the mere threat of threats, from
a single-issue, extremist group.”

For more information,
www.shacamerica.net.

visit

one of the trees was reoccupied the same night. Despite
the occupation, logging in the area is ongoing.

British Car-Monger Pied

British newspaper columnist Jeremy Clarkson was
pied by the Biotic Baking Brigade while receiving an
honorary degree from Oxford Brookes University on
September 12. As Clarkson posed in his cap and gown
during the post-event press conference, a woman hit
him directly in the face with a custard pie that she had
concealed in a rolled-up newspaper.

Clarkson, an automotive writer, has come under fire
for environmentally destructive stunts, such as driving
an SUV through a fragile peat bog. Shortly before the
pieing, Clarkson said, “I do have a disregard for the en-
vironment. I think the world can look after itself, and
we should enjoy it as best we can.”

ELF Trashes Maine Landfill

The Earth Liberation Front (ELF) caused more than
$30,000 dollars in damage to the West Old Town
Landfill in Old Town, Maine, on September 11. Heavy
machinery and automobiles were damaged, locks
were glued shut, and a water hose was inserted into
the basement of the landfill’s main office building,

flooding it. In addition, slogans such as “We Don't
Want Your Trash,” along with the acronyms “ELF”
and “GA,” were spray-painted at the site.

The landfill is owned by the state and operated by
Casella Waste Systems under a deal between those two
entities and paper giant Georgia-Pacific (GP).

The dump’s connection to GP and its location near
the sources of Old Town’s drinking water have made it a
target of monkeywrenching in the past.

Kiwis Castigate King Coal

Three activists with the Save Happy Valley Campaign
locked down to train tracks on August 13, preventing
Solid Energy’s coal trains from reaching a port on New
Zealand’s west coast.

Two activists locked directly to the tracks, while the
third hung suspended from a tree, 90 feet up, with his
support rope connected to the tracks. Police had to re-
move concrete sections of the track to extract the pro-
testers, who blocked three trains for just under four
hours. All three activists now face a $200,000 lawsuit
from Solid Energy, in addition to charges of trespass and
willful damage.

In May, Solid Energy was granted permission to pro-
ceed with an open-pit coal mine in Happy Valley.
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Armed with Orsions

The Other Side
Take my soul, but the struggle
continues

—Ken Saro-Wiwa

In right hand lane

Heading South on Route 64
Saw late model blue Mitsubishi
truck swerve to

shoulder around what thought

was wheel.

I also swerved but saw it
was large tortoise
trying to get across

6 lanes of interstate.

I saw the neck stretch out
walking then stopping
and going in shell

as my truck approached

My prayers, my fears, my uncertainties,
and my admiration

symbol of longevity & this land

going headlong towards danger
technology rampant death, destruction

will we make it.

—Turtle

All rights reserved to the authors
Send poems to:

Warrior Poets Society

POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712-5501
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Abbey

Ed Abbey you're trouble
go to heaven, they need you
not easy, not pretty

a problem, a pity

I forget sometimes

just how much you loved
these four corners

and just how

right you made it

to scream at machines

or quietly by night

to act in ways

in or out of the laws of man
but ever so close

to the heart of the matter

—John Fago

The Sacred Hoop

I am the dinosaur

And I am

The buffalo.

I am

The plants and the trees
and the ﬂowers; v

The dust of my ancestors

Is in my bones |

The Earthblood flows

Through me.

The Earth gives.

The Earth receives.

I grow out of the dust

Of all the bodies

Of my ancestors.

They nourish me

And give me life.

In the Great Circle

They are

All my relations.

—Mary de La Valette

Olear as Gut Slass



For You

I climbed the highest mountains and crossed
the raging rivers,
I slept in the rain on the cold hard ground.
I forgot my friends, my family, my name.
I traveled by night alone through the bush,
and slept in the day,
and waited and watched.
I burned their bridgeé and smashed their machines.
Ran through the night but they hunted me down.
Carried my silence deep in my heart.
I gave up my freedom and years of my life.
Now I dream in this cell of the day I'm released
When I come home to the wilderness,
the whispering trees, the singing creeks,
the grizzly cubs and the lone wolf.
My conscience is clear, my soul is free
and I'll be there again—

For you.

—Jane Doe

On Eating Blackberries

Once far enough from the house,
from the confines of civilized language,
I forget who I'm supposed to be,

and become who I am.

Words flow like food, like water, like blood.
The plants speak to me.
I become an animal,

Blackberries in my maw.

All of a sudden

My fears

Of breaking human law

To defend this sacred land

Dissolve,

Playing no part in this flow.

The bees, the birds, the bears know no human laws,
Nor do trees, nor berry bushes,

Nor, when one with bee, bird, berry bush and tree,
Dol

—Winston the Pooh

Ecology
for Paul Winston

it takes a long

time

long time

to understand

what it means

when you step

on that caterpillar

& gus/ as @anyerous S

November-December 2005 Earth First! Page 33



Beyond The Monkey
Wrench Gang

BY JAMES JOHN BELL

I was mailed a box containing a pro-
grammable coffee machine that I nev-
er ordered. I later received a bill and
promptly called the manufacturer. I
finally got through to the company af-
ter speaking a series of words like “bill”
and “problem” to some robo-operator
software program. However, the voice
that answered was anoth-

In her book Ceremony, Native Ameri-
can author Leslie Marmon Silko uses
the theme of incantational words to
explain the invasion of the white man.
A circle of witches are performing black
magic, and the head witch intones:
“What I have is a story, go ahead and
laugh if you want to, but as I tell the
story, it will begin to happen.”

There are many stories that underlie

er robot, offering me yet
another list of options.
In my rage, I recalled a
science fiction story by ¢
Philip K. Dick, where the
characters faced a similar
problem. I spoke clearly ¢
into my phone and said,
“Pizzled.” After the robot
asked me to repeat my-
self, a human operator
finally picked up.

“What does ‘pizzled’ signify?” the ma-
chine asked. “Can you define it in terms
of alternate semantic symbols?”

“‘Pizzled,”” he stated, “means the con-
dition of a product that is manufactured
when no need exists. It indicates the
rejection of objects on the grounds that
they are no longer wanted.”

—“Aurorac,” PaiLip K. Dick, 1955

I've since learned that robo-opera-
tor programs are set to immediately
queue to a human upon hearing a
number of key words, like “cancel” or
“bomb”—ah, the power of employing
the right words at the right time. The
power of language to impact reality
is one of the underlying currents in
some of the best literature, especially
science fiction and fantasy. This same
literature has gone on to inspire some
of the world-changing political move-
ments of our day. It is no coincidence
that powerful stories and movements
go hand in hand.
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the systems that shape our world.
In a very real sense, many of the
most powerful stories are invisible,
even dismissed by most people as
being inconsequential. For exam-
ple, focus on the jokes told in the
US. Sadly, there are many more
misogynist than feminist anec-
dotes and many more racist than
anti-racist jokes in
circulation. These
are just a small
part of the many
unacknowledged
stories that define
what is normal
and explain the
status quo. In so
# doing, they define
=2 our sense of what
kind of a world is
possible.

The telling of any story functions
covertly by suppressing alternative
or contrary emplotments of the same
events. To tell a previously “untold
story” is an act that can be extraor-
dinarily disruptive to the existing
social order. Narrative scholar Ross
Chambers argues that such storytell-
ing acts to produce authority where
there is currently no power and is a
means of converting historical weak-
ness into discursive strength. He goes
on to say that “as such, it appears as
a major weapon against alienation,
an instrument of self-assertion and
an ‘oppositional practice’ of signifi-
cance.” Thus, the new story begins to

erode the old and triggers the telling
of other stories of the same kind. This
aggregation of similar stories creates a
highly charged consciousness of soli-
darity among teller and listener.

A new story doesn’t need or rely
on literature to spread. It spreads in
public places, as well as through our
daily actions and political resistance.
Such stories have informed, and are
informing, the radical environmental
movement. They’re the stories that
we share. They’re our language, which
has spread to the depths of popular
culture, appearing in places like The
Simpsons and The X-Files. They're
stories embedded and written in the
nonhuman language of the wild land-
scapes that remain protected due to
our actions—places with names like
Headwaters Forest, Cove/Mallard and
Warner Creek.

The stories that have inspired Earth
First! during the last 25 years have
come in many forms. It is worth reflect-
ing for a moment on those stories that
first appeared on dead trees—in books.
Grace Paley, feminist author, poet lau-
reate and anti-war radical wrote, “No
one writes alone. If a literature is com-
ing, there’s a political movement too,
know it or not. A movement gives lit-
erature power, and literature is a fuel
to the movement.” Clearly, Ed Abbey’s
The Monkey Wrench Gang is the book
most often associated with Earth First!,
yet there are many more.

When working at a basecamp, giv-
ing a workshop or up in a treesit, you
get handed or recommended many a
book. Below are quotes pulled from
some of the books that have found
me through the wilds that is the Earth
First! movement.

“I'm telling you this because the peo-
ple of your culture are in much the same
situation. Like the people of Nazi Ger-
many, they are the captives of a story.”



I sat there blinking for a while. “I know
of no such story,” I told him at last.

“You mean you've never heard of it?”

“That’s right.”

Ishmael nodded. “That’s be-
cause there’s no need to hear of [g l
it. There’s no need to name it or
discuss it. Every one of you knows
it by heart by the time you're six

G. BOYL |1

“Tomorrow we are going to track the
most violent storm in recorded history,”
he said. “It will break tomorrow, prob-
ably by noon, and it will kill thousands,
probably tens of thou-
sands of people. If it per-
sists beyond a few hours,
it may kill millions.”
—HEAVY WEATHER, BRUCE

very stirring about the sea turtles at
the London Zoo. They form an odd
camaraderie as they plot to return the
turtles to the ocean.

“But take that very first step!” He
laughs wildly. “Take that first step,
perform an act of resistance of even the
smallest kind, and suddenly your per-

or seven.... And you hear it in- STERLING, 1994  ception changes. Reality changes. You
cessantly, because every medium Y Earth’s climate has see it can be done. It might take time,
of propaganda, every medium been drastically changed  but....” He laughs again. “Yeah! You bet
of education pours it out inces- { by the greenhouse effect. it can be done! Let’s go celebrate your

santly.... It’s like the humming
of a distant motor
that never stops, it
becomes a sound
that’s no longer
heard at all.”
—IsHMAEL, DANIEL
QuinN, 1992
A man answers
an ad in a local
newspaper from
a teacher looking
for serious pupils,
only to find him-
self alone in an
abandoned office
with a full-grown gorilla named
Ishmael. A creature of immense
wisdom, Ishmael has a story to tell
that extends over the lifespan of
the Earth.

TURTLE
DiIARY

Tornadoes of almost un-
i imaginable force roam
| the open spaces of Texas;
on their trail is a ragtag
il A of saritisge. DS @i band of computer ex-
DIES THE FIRE perts and atmospheric scientists who
live to hack heavy weather.

They won't stop killing the whales.
They make dog and cat food out of them,
face creams, lipstick. They
kill the whales to feed the
dogs, so the dogs can shit
on the pavement, and the
people can walk in it. A
kind of natural cycle.

—TUrTLE DIARY, RUSSELL

A lonely, embittered
man and a woman sep-
arately find something

first act.” He hits the dashboard, hard.
“Here’s to resistance!”
—THE GoLb Coast, KiM STANLEY
RoBmNsoN, 1988
The books in Robinson’s Three
Californias trilogy (The Wild Shore,
The Gold Coast and Pacific Edge)
tell of three futures: a post-nuclear
struggle for survival and rebirth; a
developer’s dream gone mad; and
a world that has rediscovered har-
mony with nature, yet must fight to
preserve its idyllic way of life from
the resurgent forces of greed and ex-
ploitation.

James John Bell is a co-founder of the
smartMeme Strategy and Training Project
(www.smartmeme.com) and the editor
of LastWizards.com. He is a Northwest
writer and occasional contributor to the
Earth First! Journal.

Hosan, 1975

More Anarchist and Environmental Fiction

Anansi Boys, Neil Gaiman, 2005

Dies the Fire, S.M. Stirling, 2004

Singularity Sky, Charles Stross, 2003
Spectacular Happiness, Peter D. Kramer, 2001
A Friend of the Earth, T.C. Boyle, 2000

The Telling, Ursula K. Le Guin, 2000

Sick Puppy, Carl Hiassen, 2000

Perdido Street Station, China Miéville, 2000
Flyboy Action Figure Comes with Gasmask, Jim Munroe, 1999
Greenthouse Summer, Norman Spinrad, 1999
Antarctica, Kim Stanley Robinson, 1998

The Beach, Alex Garland, 1997

The Family Tree, Sheri S. Tepper, 1997
Anarchist Farm, Jane Doe, 1996 ‘

_ The Girl Who Owned a City, O.T. Nelson, 1995

Gaia’s Toys, Rebecca Ore, 1995

Zodiac, Neal Stephenson, 1995

_ City Death, Stephen Booth, 1993
_ The Elementals, Morgan Llywelyn, 1993
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BRINGING DOWN

endgame

BY DERRICK JENSEN
ARTWORK BY BREAKFAST

THINK IT WOULD BE VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVEN
Ithe most dogmatic pacifist to make a moral argument

against immediately taking down every cell-phone tow-
er in the world. Cell phones are, of course, annoying as
hell. That might be a good enough reason to take down
the towers, but there are even better reasons. There is, of
course, the very real possibility that tower transmissions
cause cancers and other problems, to humans and nonhu-
mans alike. Even ignoring this, however, there’s the fact
that towers—cell phone, radio and television—act as mass
killing machines for migratory songbirds: five to 50 mil-
lion per year.

cell-phone tower? I need to say up front that I'm a
total novice at this sort of thing. I am, to slip into
the language of the mean streets, a goody two-shoes. My
whole life, I've rarely done anything illegal, not out of an
equation on my part of morality and obedience (or sub-
servience) to laws—at least I hope not—but instead partly
because many illegal activities, such as using drugs, repulse
or scare me, while others, such as insider trading, simply
do not hold my interest. Even with those that do hold my
interest—e.g., taking out dams, hack-
almost completely igno-
rant of how to do them,
but I am also fairly nervous
Sometimes I go crazy
and turn right on red
without coming to a
nine miles over the
speed limit. A few an-
archist friends set up

THE QUESTION BECOMES, HOW DO YOU TAKE OUT A

ing and destroying (or other-
wise liberating) corporate
property—I'm not only x ”
about getting caught. ,

Don’t get me wrong: I've
raised a little hell in my time.
complete stop, and I
routinely drive four
or sometimes even
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a talk where I'd share the stage with a couple of former
Black Panthers. One of them did time for robbing a bank,
the other for hijacking a plane. I thought a moment, then
confessed, “I once shoplifted dog food from Wal-Mart.”
High fives were exchanged around the table.

I have to add that were I more attracted to illegal activities,
I would probably curtail them because of what I write. If law
enforcement wants to come after me because of what I'write,
I'll take them on, and if someday I have the courage to quit
writing and take out dams (note the plural, dams: I don’t
agree with the Plowshares tactic of turning yourself in if you
destroy property belonging to the occupiers), they can try to
catch me. But in the meantime, I'm not going to give them
any cheap opportunities.

All of which is to say I'm a coward. I'm going to write
about how I would take down a cell-phone tower here in
town, but I'm not going to do it. If I were going to do
it, I wouldn’t be so stupid as to ‘write about it, or even
talk about it with anyone I didn’t know and trust liter-
ally with my life. And all of that is to say that you FBI
agents reading this (and the ones tracking my strokes on
the keyboard) can go ahead and lose your erections. This
isn’t a confession. And even if your CIA buddies decide to
play smackyface with me, there isn’t much I can confess
(unless you count the survey stakes I've removed, but I've
already written about that, and besides, removing survey
stakes is a fundamental human duty).

action, so I drive my mom’s car to the cell-phone
tower behind Safeway. I take her car not out of some
fiendishly clever plot to make it so if anything happens
she’ll get sent up the river
instead of me, but be-
cause my car has been
sitting on blocks
in her driveway
for more than a
year now (I never
knew, by the way,
that moss would
grow along the
weather-stripping
around the rear
window).

R ECON IS ALWAYS THE FIRST STEP IN ANY MILITARY



CIVILIZATION...

...AND CEL

L-PHONE TOWERS

N

There are two towers I know of in Crescent City.
There’s the one behind Safeway, and another
off in the woods a quatter mile north. The
one closest to the grocery store is in the open,
which would obviously make taking it down
more problematic. The tower is enclosed in a
chain-link fence topped by barbed wire. The
two sides of this fence farthest from Safeway
face thick woods, which might provide a solu-
tion to the problem of it being in the open. I'm
certain the fence could be
cut easily and quickly.

The problem is that
I'wouldn’t know what
to do next. There are
a couple of sheds in-
side, and I'd imag-
ine that some gasoline and matches could
render the whole thing inoperable. That may
be great for (temporarily) stopping the guy at
the restaurant from bothering his neighbors,
and would slow the destructive march of the
economic system, if only ever so slightly, but
it wouldn’t do a damn thing for the birds.
Unfortunately, the tower itself is prob-
ably three feet in diameter, hollow with
a two-inch shell of some sort of metal.

I sit in my car and look at it. I'm ner-
vous, as though even thinking about how
I would do this is enough to draw cops to me (the
same is true now as I write this). Of course, if I were going
to bring this down, I would never have driven here for
this reconnaissance. At least not during the middle of the
afternoon. I would have parked far away and walked. And
there’s no way I would have done it in this town, either.
Crescent City is too small, and I'm too well known.

I don’t know what to do. I'm a writer. I have no more
idea how to take down this tower than I would know how
to write a computer virus, or than I would know how to
perform brain or heart surgery. Worse, I'm spatially and
mechanically inept—probably a couple of standard de-
viations from the norm—with a heavy dose of absent-
mindedness thrown in for good measure (and it seems
that absent-mindedness would be a tremendous curse to
anyone contemplating anything deemed illegal by those
in power).

HE POINT IS THAT WHEN IT
comes time for us to start
taking out dams, I'm not
sure I'm the one you want
holding the explosives.
That said, here’s
what I'm thinking
as I look at the cell-
phone tower. Basic
principles. There are,
I'd think, maybe six major ways
to take down anything that’s stand-
ing. You can dismantle it. You can
cut it down. You can pull
it down. You can blow it
up. You can undermine it
until it collapses. You can
remove its supports and
let it fall down on its own.
This is all as true for civilization as it is for
cell-phone towers.

In the (smaller) case before us, I think we can
out of hand dismiss dismantling and digging. So
far as the former, the tower is constructed of two

or three huge pieces, and so is obviously not a
candidate for dismantling. And the big park-
ing lot (as well as presumably deep footings)
would certainly eliminate digging.

Pulling it down can be dismissed just as easily,
unless you've got some big earthmoving equipment and
a hefty cable to attach fairly high up on the tower. I don’t
think my mom’s car has the horsepower to move it (and I
know mine sure as hell doesn’t). I keep picturing that scene
from The Gods Must Be Crazy where they attach one end of a
cable to a tree and the other to a jeep, and end up winching
their vehicle into the air. Oh, hello, officer. What am I doing
up here? That’s a very good question. My cell-phone reception
has been really crappy lately, and I thought 1'd get better recep-
tion if I got closer to the antenna. And say, would you mind
helping me down?

Cutting would probably work, so long as we’re clear that
we're not talking about hacksaws. In that case, I may as
well ask my friends the Aplodontia to come gnaw it down.
This tower is big. A grinder wouldn’t work either in this
case. There are lots of cell-phone and other towers out
continued on next page
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continued from previous page
in the mountains, and so
long as you had lookouts,
grinders might work out
there, but that much
noise here in town
seems contraindicated.
Oh, hello, officer. What
am I doing here? That’s
a very good question....
But an acetylene
torch might do the
trick, although once
again, here in town
there’s a good chance
it would draw some attention.

Explosives would have the advantage of it not
mattering whether anyone notices, because timers are
easy enough to make that even I could use them—by
the time the tower comes down I could easily be in
another state (not quite so dramatic as it sounds here
since I live about 20 minutes from the border). Addi-
tionally, in this case explosives would be safe. Although
I've been saying this tower is “behind Safeway,” it’s way
behind Safeway, in an old abandoned parking lot. The
problem, once again, is that I know nothing about ex-
plosives. I was certainly a nerd in high school, college
and beyond, but evidently I was the wrong kind of nerd
for the task at hand. While the science geeks were busy
seeing what bizarre ways they could combine chemicals
to blow things up and dropping M-80s down toilets in
(usually unsuccessful) attempts to get school canceled
(though being geeks, I was never quite sure why they
wanted to cancel school), my friends and I were reading
books and playing Dungeons and Dragons (and a hell
of a lot of good that does me now: If only a +3 Dwarven
Warhammer could bring down civilization, I'd be in
great shape).

Ah, the pity of a misspent youth.

This leads us to removing the tower’s supports and
letting it fall on its own. That may be the easiest, and
something even I could handle. The other tower, in the
woods to the north, has about 20 guy wires. Everything
I've read suggests that these wires are even more deadly
to birds than the towers themselves. Some places, you
can pick up dead birds by the handful beneath the wires.
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fuck THAT
T™M GoNNA
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Their necks are broken, skulls
cracked, wings torn, beaks
mangled. But I also know
what happens when. high-
tension wires are severed:

Those opposed to their own

decapitation ought to be

far away. Which leads us
back to explosives.

But there’s good news
in all of this. I see giant
bolts surrounding the
base of the tower be-
hind Safeway. I'd imag-

ine they're very tight, but
for one of the few times in
my life, my physics degree might come in handy. Of
course, you don’t really need a physics degree to under-
stand that if you want to unscrew a tight bolt, all you need
is a long lever arm on your wrench. Just as Archimedes
said, “Give me a long enough lever and a place to stand,
and I can move the world,” I'll go on record as saying that
if you give me a long enough lever arm, I can unscrew
any bolt in the world—oh, okay, maybe just a lot of bolts
that are pretty damn tight. So a huge pipefitter’s wrench
with a long metal pipe over the end to extend your lever
arm might be enough to get you the torque you’'d need
to loosen the base (failing that, you could always cut the
bolts instead of the tower itself: Remember, always attack
the weakest point!). Then walk away and wait for the next
windstorm to do the trick.

Emboldened by the realization that this just might be
doable, I make my way through the dense forest to the
northern tower. I quickly find a path, which opens into a
large meadow. The only problem is that this is the wrong
meadow: no tower. So it’s back into the woods, this time
on a game trail. Note that I didn’t say big game. Some-
times I crawl on my belly. I cross a mucky streambed and
see prints of (very small) deer. Often I stop to pull Hima-
layan blackberry thorns from my shirt. A few times from
my arms, hands, fingers, face. I realize that somehow a
thorn has lodged in my heavy denim pants at the—how
do I say this delicately?—very top of the inseam. With
every step it scrapes against my, well, let’s just say ex-
tremely high on my thigh. Finally the path opens out
again, and I'm there.



The first thing I do is thank the gods for making turn-
buckles (actually, that’s the second thing I do after taking
the thorn out from my pants). Loosening the wires, and
even undoing them, would be simplicity itself. There’s
a lot of them, but security would be no problem here:
Forest surrounds this tower on all sides. Even the tower
itself could be easily attacked: It's made of a spindly grid
of metal tubing. I could cut through the thing in an hour
or two with a hacksaw. Someone with a torch could do
it in minutes. §

time I'm thinking: I could do this. There are, as with so

many activities we may find intimidating, several cate-
gories of barriers to action. There’s the intellectual: I must
convince myself that it’s necessary. There’s the emotional:
I must feel that it’s necessary. There’s the moral: I must
know that it’s right. There’s the consequential: I must be
willing and prepared to deal with the effects of my ac-
tions. Related to this, there’s the fearful: I must be willing
to cross barriers of fear—both tangible, real, present-day
fears and conditioned fears that feel just as real and pres-
ent but are not (e.g., if I wanted to go waterskiing, which
I don't,  would have to face not only whatever
fears I might have of speeding behind
a boat, but my visceral repulsion
to waterskiing based on beat-
ings associated with it when
I was a child. There is no
longer any danger of my
father hitting anyone if I
were to go waterskiing,
but it still feels like there
is. How many of our
other fears have
been inculcat-
ed into us by .
our families
or the culture -
at large?). There’s
the technical: I must
figure out how best to
proceed. There are un-
doubtedly others that I
can'’t think of.

For someone to act—and
this is a generic process, ap-
plying as much to asking

I 'M SITTING AGAIN BY A CELL-PHONE TOWER, AND THIS

someone out as to weeding a garden as to writing a book
as to removing cell-phone towers as to dismantling the
entire infrastructure that supports this deathly system of
slavery—each of these barriers to action must be over-
come, or sometimes simply bypassed in moments of great
embodiedness, identification and feeling (e.g., if someone
were attempting to strangle me—with bare hands, as op-
posed to the toxification of my total environment—my
movement through these various barriers to action would
of necessity be visceral and immediate—no pondering,
just reaching for the pen to stab into his eye).

Sure, I don’t know how to take down a cell-phone tower.
But that’s not why I don't act. A purpose of this book is to
help me and perhaps others to examine and, if appropriate,
move past these other barriers to then leave us only with
the technical questions of how to, because so often how to is
actually the easiest question, the smallest barrier.

I could take out a cell-phone tower. So could you. We're
not stupid (I'm presuming no members of the current ad-
ministration have made it this far in the book). And while
our first few attempts may not be pretty, we would learn,
just as we learn to do any technical task.

Practice makes perfect. And fortunately, there are a lot
of cell-phone towers (I bet you never thought you’d see

me append fortunately to a statement like that!). Accord-
ing to some estimates, there are 138,000 cell-phone

towers in the US, plus radio and television towers.
That’s a lot of practice. If we just put our hearts

and minds and hands to it, it probably won't take
very long before we get pretty good at it, so that
taking down towers becomes something natural,
like breathing, like tak-
ing long deep breaths

AESTER I ST TR of cool fresh air.

WE HAYE EXASPERATED OUR
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Derrick Jen-

sen is the author of many
books, including A Language Older Than Words
and The Culture of Make Believe. This
excerpt is from his forthcoming book,
Endgame: The Collapse of Civilization
and the Rebirth of Community, which
will be published by Seven Stories Press in
Spring 2006.

PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT. AND FORTUNATELY,
THERE ARE A LOT OF CELL-PHONE TOWERS...
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Howling

Like a

Wild Wolf

OVERCOMING FEAR AND UNDERMINING THE INVADER

BY Rop CORONADO

It’s hard to judge the radical environmental movement
by the last 25 years, but if I had to, I'd say that I'm very
disappointed. Twenty years ago, when I discovered the
Earth First! movement, I thought that the generation of
Earth warriors I shared this country with had a fighting
chance. People from all

Back in the early days of EF!, Dave and the gang erect-
ed a monument in New Mexico to Victorio, a Mimbres
Apache who drove out or killed invading miners in the
late 1800s. After years of watching his people die on
the dreaded reservations, Victorio had enough of being
pushed around by the system. He knew there was no oth-
er way to live than with the Earth, not against her like

the Invaders were forcing

walks of life in the center of
the First World were coming
together and strengthen-
ing an already strong love
and affinity for the natu-
ral world, shaking off their
consumerist upbringing and
realizing their wild dreams
with creative direct action
that marked an allegiance
with the Earth instead of
the society responsible for
her destruction. Monkey-
wrenching was the ultimate
demonstration of our love
for Mother Earth, and none
among us questioned its
historical or practical neces-
sity, let alone its legitimacy.
We were warriors, and our
connection as a tribe meant
the shared commitment to
abandon the system that
constantly betrayed the
people and places we loved.

Monkeywrenching was not
just another tool in the box, it
was what separated EF! from
the toothless, First World
environmental movement. A fellow Arizonan, Dave Fore-
man, was our firebrand spokesperson, bringing listeners
to tears with his stories of seeing the dying green fire in a
wolf’s eyes, telling us how the chainsaws also tore his flesh
when they tore through an ancient redwood, before hoist-
ing the sacramental monkeywrench to the sky and howl-
ing like a wild wolf himself. What else were we supposed
to do once that fire was lit inside our hearts, but defend
the wildness we loved by any and all means?
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: Rod Coronado holds a water cannon, ready to defend the

his people to do. So rather
than die a slow death on
the malaria-infested reser-
vation, Victorio and a small
band broke free to live the
only way they knew how.
By identifying with the
Apache wars of the Ameri-
can Southwest, EF! held
up as an example a people
whose worldview centered,
like most indigenous peo-
ples, on living in harmony
with their environment and
who, when attacked, fought
ferociously to defend their
way of life. That is what the
Earth needed from the US
environmental movement,
then and now. That’s what
I thought was beginning
20 years ago when I first
heard Dave Foreman speak,
and I knew there was no
greater responsibility than
the time-honored tradition
of fighting against one’s In-
vaders and oppressors.
Then in 1990, in Arizona,
FBI agents kicked in Dave Foreman'’s door, while simulta-
neously ambushing a band of monkeywrenchers in action
toppling powerlines. It was the first time that EF! experi-
enced the legal consequences of its low-intensity campaign
of what Foreman called “ecotage”—acts of economic sabo-
tage against the forces destroying the Earth. Foreman—the
editor/publisher of Ecodefense: A Field Guide to Monkey-
wrenching—received a suspended sentence and probation.
The FBI's case against Foreman and EF! effectively ended
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wild aboard the Sea Shepherd.



Foreman’s advocacy of ecotage. Gone were the days of
Foreman pedaling Ecodefense after his lectures and sign-
ing copies for wild, awakened “ecoteur” recruits (he re-
fused to sign my copy in 2001). Most importantly to our
growing struggle, the FBI had silenced our most outspo-
ken representative while also demonstrating that “mon-
keywrencher” was just another name for “terrorist.” But
the ecological insurrection did not end as the Invader had
hoped—Ilike the living organism it represents, seeds took
to the Earth and grew into something very familiar.
Like Victorio and his

The thing that prevents the multitudes of conscious
and aware individuals in our culture from taking direct ac-
tion to stop, or at the very least interfere with, what they
know to be wrong is fear. Fear makes us withdraw, and
instead of fulfilling our social, ecological and political re-
sponsibilities, we feel depressed or guilty for remaining a
part of the problem. Without an ability to deal with fear,
one may feel great empathy, but not enough to risk one’s
own place of comfort and privilege. Some reinforce their
fear by discrediting those who do try to make a differ-

struggle against the
Western worldview in-
vasion, the actions of
the Earth Liberation
Front (ELF) and Animal
Liberation Front (ALF)
are enough of a threat
to have been deemed
by the FBI as the most
active domestic terror-
ism groups in the US.
Burning SUVs would be
the same as attackihg
the horse-drawn wag-
ons and supply lines
of the pioneer Invader;
torching luxury tro-
phy homes, the same
as burning down their
forts. Today, the insur-
rection comes from
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left, and its paralyzing
effect on direct action
in the First World is
what separates our re-
sistance to ecological
destruction from that
of generations past,
and from those in
what the Invader calls
the “Third World.”

We here in the First
World feel fear when
we think of Free's 22-
year prison sentence or
of a violent death. Yet
for so many across the
world, oppression, trag-
edy and violence have
become all they know.
How do we defeat the

ence. Fear is common
i
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in the broad, political
A
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within the fort’s walls,
and those still fighting
have been forced to realize that when they abandon the
privileges of the Invader, they join the ranks of all who
have challenged him before. Bloodthirsty savage, ecoter-
rorist—it’s all the same.

The Invader continues to instill fear with outrageous
prison sentences: The American Indian Movement suf-
fered Leonard Peltier as an example, just as we have with
Jeffrey “Free” Luers. What both have shown is that what
fear does not kill, it makes stronger—and those conscious
enough to defend the Earth do so knowing that there is no
turning back on this ancestral path to freedom, no matter
how dear the personal price.

That’s what disappoints me today—not the constant as-
sault or the scale of destruction against our life support
system, but the lack of action to stop it. When I used to
go to Game and Fish Department public hearings 20 years
ago, EFlers packed the house. If the meetings accomplished
nothing else, they let us tell the bastards killing the last of
the wild nations that they’d have to go through us first. It
might have meant little to them, but to EF! it was another
way to remind them, and ourselves, that our love and alle-
giance was to our Mother. Nowadays, I'm grateful to have
more than myself representing our animal relations at the
system’s meetings. Wherever the desperately needed Earth
warriors from this suicidal society have gone, they have
thrown away a sacred responsibility in the hour of our
planet’s greatest need, and I think I know why.

S,
Old-school EFlers conquer their fears wzth their favorite tools in and

fear and intimidation
that robs us of our wild
nature, spirit and willingness to fight back? We confront it.
We know how bad things are, and I'm not going to waste
time rattling off the numbers and statistics. We know the
unthinkable evil and cruelty that is being committed in
places like Huntingdon Life Sciences and Guantanamo
Bay in our own name and by our own citizens, yet we do
so little to stop it—little that is truly effective.

Instead of accepting responsibility for our rogue govern-
ment, the American left—including most environmental-
ists—has become less politically active, barely challenging
the corruption that we know exists. We turn on our com-
puters and become more aware of the suffering, oppres-
sion, war and destruction committed by US corporate
armies. But rather than take to the streets, liberals worship
messengers like Amy Goodman and Michael Moore.

When the Internet first became a primary form of com-
munication for our resistance, many spoke of the infor-
mation that would be shared—believing, as the American
left still does, that if people are made aware of injustice,
somehow it will stop. But the US is still torturing prison-
ers; the last wild buffalo are still being slaughtered; hun-
dreds of thousands of young harp seals are still dying
every Spring; the last wild wolves and indigenous people
are under continued assault. Instead of the citizen action
that one would expect from non-sympathizers and non-
collaborators, we hide in our remaining privilege—hiking,
continued on next page
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continued from previous page

river rafting, drinking, cashing our career environmental-
ist checks, paying the bills, growing ever more cynical, an-
gry or depressed, but most of all ignoring the deep feeling
in our hearts that still allows us to hear the Earth’s cries.

Awareness without action is worthless. Most people
who rise up to prevent the destruction of their lives and
homes, like Victorio, didn’t learn such responsibilities late
in life, but were taught by families living in harmony with
the life around them—something there’s ever less of in
our consumer-based society. That is what we must return
to if any movement hoping to preserve life on this planet
is to survive.

In the EF! campaign to defend Mt. Graham here in south-
ern Arizona, an Apache elder

The price of such responsibility may result in us be-
ing hunted down like Victorio, the bison of Montana
or the wolves of New Mexico and Arizona today. But if
we allow fear to prevent us from doing what we know is
fair and just, we disrespect our still-living and fighting
wild sisters and brothers and those who are in prison,
paying a higher price for freedom than most of us ever
have. That is what hurts the most. Despite the number
of people among us who are fully aware and able to
describe the ecological turning point we have either al-
ready passed or are fast-approaching—global warming,
habitat destruction, species extinction, human wars and
corporate pollution—so few are standing up to fight it.

Still, I'm a fool, because my strong belief in the power of

the Earth gives me hope.

told me that we must not
forget why Mt. Graham was
sacred, continue to practice
that belief with prayer and
teach our children to honor
the mountain in the way
our ancestors had. If we did
that, he said, protecting Mt.
Graham and all of Mother
Earth would come natu-
rally. Defending your home
should be second nature,
and helping others who are
doing the same is still what
the Earth and our movement
needs most. What’s needed
is not just more monkey-
wrenching, but more of the
human-to-human and ani-
mal-to-human living that
keeps the Earth’s spirit, and
our own, alive.

In my own awakening
from the fear that immo-
bilized me while living

And if grown-ups fail to
answer the call now, we’d
better start raising more
of our own children and
building the kind of com-
munity-support structures
that a real resistance needs
to survive. And I'm not
just talking about know-
ing how to build a fire;
we must support, house,
teach and feed the refu-
gees that our enemies are
always creating. The Earth
will support us, that is not
a question. But the society
dependent on her exploi-
tation will one day col-
lapse, and when it does,
the only ones left stand-
ing will be those who
never were dependent on
it in the first place. All
others will once again be
subject to the Invader for
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underground as an FBI fu-
gitive, the Earth Mother
spoke to me, saying, “We are here, we have been here
and always will be here, but there is nothing we can
do to help you until you believe in us more than what
you fear.” Once freed from fear—and despite five federal
grand juries investigating our ALF cell at the time—we
were able to rise from hiding, organize and destroy the
US government’s Predator Research Facility in Utah.

We must always remember where our power comes
from, and believe in it more than in the fear our enemies
use. When we believe in the power of the Earth more than
in our fear of prisons or death, we attain the level of war-
riorhood we need to survive the future. When we follow
our hearts and instincts, and act to prevent the Earth’s
destruction and protect the innocent, we tell the Invader
that the resistance is alive and strong. We say that the
sisterhood and brotherhood with all life that has already
survived so many generations of war will not be broken
on our watch.
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Victorio, a Mimbres Apache warrior, held off miners in the 1800s.

their daily rations.

I'm still under federal
indictment for stopping a mountain lion hunt here in
Arizona, and I'm facing another indictment for giving
a lecture about monkeywrenching. But on November
1, I'll still be helping escort sandhill cranes safely past
the hunters’ guns, not far from where Victorio rode
himself. And though we may only save a few birds, our
hearts will remain free, and those killing our winged
relations will know it. So to those still ready to ride
and break free from the reservations of our minds and
hearts, to build the kind of sustainable resistance our
Earth needs, the tribe still awaits you. The family of all
life on Earth awaits you, around the sacred fire with
hero warriors of generations before. That’s where you
can still find me, hoisting a monkeywrench to the sky
and howling like a wild wolf.

Rod Coronado is an organizer with Chuk’shon EF!, and he is
looking for people to join him in the field this Fall and Winter
in defense of the wild animal nations.



Do We Know Where Our
Deep Ecology 1

BY JOHN JOHNSON
ARTWORK BY ABIGAIL SINGER

Way back in the 1970s, a few nature-oriented philoso-
phers came up with a visionary framework for viewing the
world. They called it deep ecology, or biocentrism. The
premise is pretty simple: Humans are not the end all,
be all of evolution, but merely a strand in the web of
life, with no inherent right to
wreck everything and spoil
the grand evolutionary
pageant for everyone else.
Deep ecology says that all
living beings and life-giv-
ing systems are equal and
have an intrinsic value, beyond what val-
ue humans may ascribe. In other words, all life
and life-giving systems have inherent worth and a
right to exist for their own sake, regardless of what
kind of money people think they can make
off them. This new worldview remained
relatively obscure throughout
the '70s.

Enter Earth First!, which P 3
exploded onto the en- -
vironmental activist s
scene in 1980. Vowing v &
not to compromise, (-] (]
EF! promised to use
nonviolent direct ac- © & 3
tion to protect wilderness and
wild nature—in North America I
and around the globe—in accor-
dance with a biocentric outlook.

With its radical analysis and equal- 9 9
ly radical actions, EF! scandalized the v
mainstream conservation movement o
and scared the piss out of the protectors

of the US corporate-welfare state. As EF! chap-

ters spread like wildfire, physical and ideological
attacks inevitably followed. A surprising amount of
this came from the left, which claimed a monopoly on
advocating for the victims of capitalism. Many of the left’s
armchair quarterbacks resented a new worldview horning
in, especially one claiming that humans might not be the

™

center of the universe after all. Despite these ideological
attacks, and repression from the Long Arm of the Law,
deep ecology spread.
Now, it must be said that some of the early and most
vocal proponents of deep ecology in and around EF! were
not the most socially minded folks. They denigrated
humans and the role that humans could play in a
healthy ecosystem. Unfortunately, many
folks took this misanthropic
tendency to represent the
entirety of the biocen-
tric movement; some
still do. There were
some, however, who saw
no conflict between biocen-
trism and other strains of anti-
capitalist, anti-oppression and anti-hierarchical
thought. Many of these folks joined EF! and in-
sisted that deep ecology was not anti-human but
pro-nature, pro-diversity and pro-freedom.
The debates that followed, in the
pages of the EF! Journal and
other publications (as
well as around the
campfire), contrib-

S Qo uted much to the
e evolution of bio-
9 centric worldviews.
®e o However, the combi-
" 9 nation of government
® e i battl
9 V) repression, ego battles
9' © and ideological conflict put
/] 9 a tremendous strain on EF!
v 14 Q as a cohesive movement.
The 1990s saw the remains of
5 00 v the EF! movement become more

socially conscious in an effort to pro-
mote a revolutionary worldview that
v was still biocentric, but not anti-human.
Judi Bari’s brilliant essay, “Revolution-
ary Ecology,” explains why deep ecology and
biocentrism are an excellent framework for de-
veloping a coherent critique of the dominant indus-
trial paradigm:
continued on next page
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continued from previous page

“The fact that deep ecology is a revolutionary philosophy
is one of the reasons EF! was targeted for disruption and
annihilation by the FBI. The fact that we did not recognize
it as revolutionary is one of the reasons we were so unpre-
pared for the magnitude of the attack. If we are to continue,
EF! and the entire ecology movement
must adjust their tactics to the
profound changes that are
needed to bring society
into balance with na-
ture. One way that we
can do this is to broaden
our focus.

“Of course... it is en-
tirely appropriate for an
ecology movement to
center on protecting irreplaceable
wilderness areas. But to define our
movement as being concerned with ‘wilderness only,” as
EF! did in the 1980s, is self-defeating. You cannot seriously
address the destruction of wilderness without addressing
the society that is destroying it. It’s about time for the
ecology movement (and I'm not just talking about EF!
here) to stop considering itself as separate from the social
justice movement. The same power that manifests itself as
resource extraction in the countryside manifests itself as
racism, classism and human exploitation in the city. The
ecology movement must recognize that we are just one
front in a long, proud history of resistance.

“A revolutionary ecology movement must also organize
among poor and working people. With the exception of
the toxics movement and the Native land rights move-
ment, most US environmentalists are white and privi-
leged. This group is too invested in the system to pose it
much of a threat. A revolutionary ideology in the hands of
privileged people can indeed bring about some disruption
and change in the system. But a revolutionary ideology
in the hands of working people can bring that system to
a halt. For it is the working people who have their hands
on the machinery. And only by stopping the machinery of
destruction can we ever hope to stop this madness.”

In addition to opposition from the human-centered
left, EF! and deep ecology suffered a major ideological
counter-offensive by defenders of the status quo. From
Christian extremists to pro-industry property rights advo-
cates, deep ecology was soundly flogged in mainstream
arenas of debate. Always on the defensive, many activists
felt that they had no choice but to focus on their specific
campaigns to protect nature; they simply did not have the
energy to engage in a philosophical war. After all, it’s the
Earth that comes first, not Earth First! or deep ecology.
After the government repression manifested, many one-
time EFlers chose to express their worldview and activism
in ways that were not so blatantly radical, tactically or
philosophically.

Despite the ongoing attacks from the left and the
right, and despite the fact that EF! is a much smaller
movement than it once was, we have had a huge impact
on conservation and radical politics. Many former EF!ers
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now run small, grassroots conservation
projects that promote biocentrism in
deed if not in name. Deep ecology
and biocentric thought are now in-
cluded in environmental ethics text-
books and have taken a rightful place
in the spectrum of environmental
philosophy.

\\\\w"
\

But where is our deep ecology {§
today? "

i spoke with several other EF!ers to
get their thoughts on this matter. ”
An activist from Cascadia told me
that he thinks we have ceded many
valuable avenues of debate and ac- ’
tion to the mainstream sectors of
the movement. He thinks that we
focus excessively on direct action, to
the detriment of street theater, writing, and good, old-
fashioned outreach and education. Another activist, who
splits time between the Sonoran Desert and the southern
Appalachian mountains, feels that the historical lack of
recognition for social issues on the biocentric scene has
led to a sort of over-compensation by EFlers, in that now
biocentrism gets pushed to the background in favor of
an increased focus on social issues. She recommends that
the movement not shy away from either one: “Biocen-
trism is about our relationships with the Earth and can
easily be connected to anti-oppression, as that is about
relationships with and among people. It all boils down
to respect.”

However, an activist from Ireland reports that his col-
lective consists of a hybrid mix of anarchists, eco-anar-
chists, deep ecologists, social ecologists and socialists,
and, “Our feeling is that this is the direction the move-
ment is going (at least in Ireland) among those who are
seriously involved.” Yet another activist, from Florida,
disagrees: “I think the ‘unbridgeable chasm’ that the so-
cial ecology scene used to babble about has turned out to
be quite crossable after all. I've been seeing many urban
people trying to connect themselves deeply to the Earth,
despite the spreading diseases of concrete and injustice
acting as barriers.”

Are we doing enough to answer Bari’s call to synthe-
size an anti-capitalist, anti-patriarchal critique with the
insights of biocentric thought? i hope so.

Deep ecology remains a viable worldview and belief
system. The problem is that EF! and others have chosen
to focus more on tactics, campaigns and actions than on
proclaiming that a new paradigm is needed and that a
different way of looking at the world is possible. An in-
flux of movement-hoppers and social justice anarchists
has further diluted this message. The radical ecology
movement has been watered down.



Now, don’t get me wrong—i think that cross-pollination
with other movements is important. But we have a unique
and important contribution to bring to the table, and we
should be proud of that uniqueness rather than trying to
downplay or hide it. Nature teaches us that there
is strength in diversity and that some specializa-
tion is important to the functioning of healthy }
biotic communities. EF! and deep ecology have \‘”
made lasting and important contributions to the X
overall critique of the modern, industrial com- :
modification of life, and anarchist and social jus-
tice philosophies have added important insights
to the radical environmental movement. But we
must maintain our identity. Solidarity is not nec-
essarily served by subsuming our worldviews
and actions to those of others. We are all
stronger when we say, loud and
clear, that we want justice
for wild nature, includ- -
ing humanity. 3

The radical ecology
movement has also
become increasingly
young, urban cen-
tered and—judging - o
from attendance N
at gatherings—over- /4
whelmingly punk. Now,
this is not a bad trend in 4
and of itself. However, 6 )
like the anarchist scene & 9
in general, i see the EF!
scene becoming cliquish ®
and insular. If you do not
have a dirty pair of Car-
hartts with punk patches,

10 facial piercings and/or 9

cool tattoos, then you must )]
be an infiltrator. At the last 9
Eastern Forest Defense Ac- \

tion Camp in Virginia, a v
straight-looking, veteran

forest campaigner overheard )
folks whispering about whether he was

a cop; he almost left. At the Wyoming

Round River Rendezvous in 2001, a friend

of mine was accused of being an “eco-yuppie” or /)

cop because he had some new Patagonia gear on.

At the rendezvous in Maine, i saw folks camping in
the middle of a patch of blooming Pink Lady’s Slip-
pers. This rare orchid is losing important forest habitat
across the eastern US. But a bunch of radical environ-
mentalists were camped on them and trampling them
on the way to get drunk at the rowdy fire. Now, i like
punk rock, have a pair of dirty Carhartts, and i like the
rowdy fire, but let’s be realistic, y’all: The revolution
will not be made wholly by Crass fans.

If we are going to survive the current round of repres-
sion, we have got to be a more tolerant and diverse bunch.
Now, I'm not interested in replicating the long-lost glo-
ry days of EF!, but a lot of those folks developed some

amazing rhetorical, tactical and philosophical skills and

insights that we would be remiss not to learn from and,
where appropriate, revive.

Never mind your deep ecology, where’s mine?

Of course i've been guilty of subsuming my

deeply held biocentric beliefs in the interest of a

campaign. During the lead up to Mountain Jus-

'l tice Summer (M]S), we discussed how we were

/ going to be presenting the issue of protecting

| the Appalachian mountains and forests from

' the depredations of the coal industry. Time and

f time again, it came up that we would have great-

er appeal if we kept the focus on the impacts of

mountaintop removal on the human residents of

the mountains. Many folks even went so far as

to say things that devalued a biocen-

tric approach to the issue and

that invalidate my right

to defend the moun-

tains because i am

not a “member of

Q the community.”

Well i am a member of

S the community. i may

not live in the coal-

A fields, but the forests,

rivers, critters, plants

and mountains are my

kin and life-support

9 system. i have a vested

) interest in stopping

their destruction.

It doesn’t matter

if i'm from there or

LV not. Despite the ideological

conflicts, MJS managed to

present the ecological and

® v cultural dimensions of this

Q struggle.
i don’t want to come across
9 as too harsh. i am proud of

the progress that Earth First! and
i i

others in the radical environmen-

tal movement have made over the last 25

years. However, the question remains: What

V are we going to do in the next 25? i hope

that we will get more people out in nature.

i hope we will facilitate more people falling

in love with the wild and recognizing its inher-

ent worth. i hope we will continue to integrate social

justice and deep ecology. i hope that we will see more

permaculture, urban and rural. i hope that we will de-

fend diversity in nature and culture. And i hope we will

continue to contribute to the resistance by offering life-

affirming, ecological worldviews as alternatives to the

current death machine and its selfish, destructive domi-

nant paradigm.

john johnson is an activist affiliated with Katiah Earth First!

and Mountain Justice Summer. He looks forward to discussing

this topic with y’all around the campfire at the 2006 Round
River Rendezvous in Southern Appalachia.
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Resacralizing

Mother

Earth

in the History and Future of Earth First!

Foreman would later confess some

BY BRON TAYLOR

From the earliest moments of Earth
First!, a central rallying cry was to re-
sacralize and defend Mother Earth.
Resacralization was considered a pre-
requisite to ecological resistance.

The assumption underlying this de-
mand was that human beings, especial-
ly those raised in the Western world,
no longer perceived nature to be sa-
cred. Usually accompanying this prem-
ise was a belief that many people—the
world’s remnant foraging, animistic
peoples; those steeped in religions and
philosophies originating in Asia; and
those in the West who had retained or
were reconstructing Paganism—actu-
ally did consider nature as sacred and
worthy of reverent defense.

No one did more to promote such

embarrassment with his earlier en-
thusiasm in such areas, expressing
discomfort with collective ritualizing
and concern that it was becoming an
end in itself, distracting activists from
direct resistance to the forces of envi-
ronmental destruction. Nevertheless,
I do not think he would; then or now,
deny that his own environmentalism
has been fueled by profound experi-
ences in wild nature that led him to
consider nature sacred and intrinsi-
cally valuable.

Whatever the current sensibilities
of the individual who was, without
much doubt, the most charismatic
of the early leaders of EF!, the cri-
tique and antidote that he helped
to articulate drew others with simi-
lar intuitions, ethics and intellectual

10]Av], uoig Aq ojoyd

a message in the early years of EF! "~ Voodoo doll at [daho’s Cove/Mallard

than Dave Foreman. An avid reader

of environment-related histories and cultural analyses of
all sorts, Foreman was drawing on a burgeoning body of
scholarship that viewed Western religion and philosophy
as fostering dualistic worldviews that produce purely in-
strumental attitudes toward nature, which, in turn, cata-
pult such cultures toward ecological calamity.

Foreman insisted, even against the reservations of
Howie Wolke, another EF! co-founder and one of Fore-
man'’s closest friends, that the EF! Journal should publish
according to a pagan calendar and utilize pagan names
on the masthead. Wolke worried that it would be politi-
cally counterproductive to be so overt about the spiritual
perceptions motivating movement participants. In his
reservation, Wolke was in good company, for many of
the greatest environmentalists since Thoreau, including
John Muir, Aldo Leopold and Rachel Carson, had similar-
ly downplayed their nature-grounded spirituality in the
fear that, in a predominantly Christian culture, express-
ing such spirituality might hinder the environmental
causes they were promoting. Yet Foreman prevailed, and
the masthead names stuck, as did the critique of Western
civilization.
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predispositions to the movement. In-

road blockade.  deed, EF! became a magnet for diverse
people who considered nature sacred, felt kinship with all
life and, from these, deduced a corresponding ethical ob-
ligation to protect all forms of life.

As a result of the diverse religious/spiritual and ethical/
political streams drawn to the movement, a period of re-
markable creativity began to unfold from the early 1980s
until the mid-1990s. This creativity was not only political
and tactical—it involved new forms of what I would call
“religious production.” By this I mean that new ways of
ritualizing and transforming consciousness were being in-
vented afresh, or creatively adapted from existing practic-
es residing largely at the margins of mainstream culture.

Four examples can be briefly mentioned:

(1) EF! Roadshows. Beginning in the early 1980s, various
groups of activists toured the US and beyond, presenting
the movement in choreographed presentations that gen-
erally involved the juxtaposition of photographs of intact
(sacred) wilderness ecosystems with clearcut (desecrated)
wildlands, and the singing of diverse forms of music. The
presentations were designed to express the movement’s
political and ecological critiques, as well as the connection
to nature that many of the musicians believed humans



still innately held deep inside. The roadshows reflected
a belief that when confronted with a clearcut landscape,
good-hearted people will intuitively recognize that this is
wrong and must be stopped.

(2) The Round River Rendezvous (RRR). At these annual
wildlands gatherings, an amazing array of music, poetry,
and sometimes carefully constructed ritualized spaces and
pageants were created. Much of this artistic work expressed
the intrinsic value of nature or sought to deepen such
perceptions among activists. The RRR was understood by
many as a place to strengthen tribal bonds and to spiritu-
ally empower activists for the environmental struggles to
which they would soon return.

(3) The Council of All Beings. A ritual process invented
primarily by the Australian Buddhist/deep ecologist John
Seed and the American Buddhist/scholar Joanna Macy,
the council has been conducted at a number of venues fre-
quented by EF! activists. Like other movement ritualizing,
it served to deepen the felt connections to nonhuman na-
ture already arrived at through vari-

Many of the ritual forms that evolved during those years
contributed to this sense of belonging, which arguably was a
source of movement strength. Even when tensions arose over
ideological, strategic, tactical or other differences—some of
which even led to major movement schisms—the ritualizing
often managed to mitigate or soften the tensions.

It appears to most long-time observers, however, that
much of this kind of solidarity has been eroded. No one
disputes that many long-term activists have drifted away,
and not only in the wave that accompanied Dave Fore-
man’s 1990 departure. Some of these activists are finding
new ways, no longer under the EF! umbrella, to reconnect
to each other and the Earth. Despite such efforts, it is diffi-
cult to avoid the impression that something valuable may
have been lost from under the original EF! tent. Perhaps it
is worth asking why this occurred, and whether anything
could or should be done about it.

First of all, I think that a reason for the erosion of the
movement’s spirituality, with a corresponding decline in
at least some of its social power, is

ous paths by movement activists.

(4) Direct Action Resistance. Re-
sistance campaigns themselves, or
aspects of them, periodically as-
sumed an overtly or implicitly re-
ligious character, through actions
resembling rituals. I have seen ac-
tivists pray to-the Great Spirit for
strength in the midst of a near-
violent confrontation and place
pagan religious iconography on
blockaded logging roads, as well
as placards proclaiming the place
to be sacred. And no small number
of activists report profound expe-
riences of connection to the Earth
and its lifeforms, for example,
while buried in a logging road or
perched in a tree.

Of course, like any other en-
deavor in the spiritual or religious
domain, not everyone found the
same experiences to be equally
meaningful, powerful or inspir-
ing. Sometimes the efforts to invent, promote or facili-
tate the movement’s spiritual dimensions were met with
good-natured kidding; at other times, with derision and
ridicule. Without judging whether these reactions were
justified, the result was that the movement, over time,
did not provide fertile ground for the religious creativity
that it had itself inspired.

If this is an accurate assessment, then this represents a
missed opportunity.

One of the remarkable things about the early and mid-
dle years of the movement was the sense of many activists
that they had found their “tribe.” By this they meant, it
seems to me, that they had found a group of people who
held the same things most dear. This had to do with a
shared sense of the sacredness and intrinsic value of life,
as well as the conviction that we should resist its destruc-
tion with all the strength we can muster.

Mount Graham telescope protest at the

the antipathy of most activists to or-
ganized religion and anything that
reminds them of it. Some of the
movement’s spiritual experimenta-
tion evoked memories of the orga-
nized religions that most activists
had fled. But the periodic ridicule
of “woo woo” (which, when un-
derstood negatively, really means
spirituality that does not lead to
activism) may well have bred a re-
luctance among activists, who could
otherwise have been spiritual lead-
ers, to bring that part of themselves
to the movement. And without a
shared sense that movement spiri-
tuality was central, there was no
plan to ensure the presence of those
who would bring spirituality-evok-
ing and solidarity-promoting music,
workshops or rituals.

That there was no such plan is also
related to the antipathy to leadership
University of Arizona. ~ that came to characterize the move-
ment as it assumed an increasingly anarchistic ethos. This
may account, in part at least, for the loss of many of EF!’s
most innately talented leaders, both political and spiritu-
al. It was easier to exercise such gifts elsewhere than to put
up with those who thought leadership itself was another
form of hierarchy to be overturned.

If this is even partly true, then this is highly ironic for
a movement that claims to find wisdom in nature and
indigenous cultures. Nature is replete with hierarchy, and
dominance-submission dynamics are found among many
species. This is relevant when thinking about leadership.
Indigenous cultures, for their part, are known for respect-
ing their elders. Eldership is another kind of leadership,
one that is often deeply related to what might be called
spiritual wisdom. But how often has the EF! movement
asked its own elders to offer their own spiritual practices at
continued on next page
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Glmme

that Ol, Time

(Earth First!)

Religion...

BY KAREN PICKETT

Imagine my surprise when I had PBS mumbling in the
background as I made supper, and catching my attention
came the words, “environmentalists... climate of hostility...
but why,” said the narrator, “is Keith Hammer public enemy
number one?” Well right there, I spilled my miso and let my
stir-fry smoke as I went into the other room to see why PBS
was mentioning Keith, who cruised over some white water
with me years ago, who once occasionally draped himself
in the EF! banner and who, for many years now, has been
the director of the Swan View Coalition in Montana'’s Flat-
head Valley. So why is Keith public enemy number one,
as defined by northern Montana'’s version of the wise use
movement? When they finally cut to an interview with
him, I realized that he threatens the dominant paradigm

continued from previous page
a RRR? More often, Native American elders are invited to
provide a blessing or to lead some form of ritual or soli-
darity ceremony. The movement often acts as though it
has no internal spiritual resources, or that they are not
important.

One of the patriarchs of sociology,
Max Weber, once suggested that there
are three outcomes after a charismatic
leader who has founded or revitalized
a religious or social movement dies
or departs. Either the movement dies
out over time; the charisma is passed
down through some designated heredi-
tary line of succession; or it is passed
on through a designated bureaucracy,
such as a priestly class. Weber’s analysis
poses interesting questions for all new
social and/or religious movements, in-
cluding EF!.

In the past 25 years, the EF! move-
ment has made many positive contribu-
tions (despite ongoing, more numerous
setbacks) to its vision for a comprehen-
sive re-harmonization of life on Earth.

- But to make even greater co: tribtmons, EF. needs to take

ys. be those who feel and

wﬁ} not (ixe out. 'Ihexeiém
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because, EF! aside, he is an uncompromising biocentrist.
That concept/philosophy/approach is the same dominant
paradigm threat to dominion-style Christianity, capitalism
and corporate power that first brought the heat on Earth
First! years ago.

Hmmm... biocentrism. No compromise in defense of
whose mama? Now, what are the tenets of Earth First!?
Gee, isn’t it direct action and nonviolence? In a word,
no. Something has gotten lost in the shuffle of out with
the old, in with the new. While we do have an unbro-
ken record of nonviolence in our resistance to ecological
mayhem (providing you don’t include vandalism in your
definition of violence), and while that record has been
useful and sometimes important to point to, it is not the
underpinning of Earth First!.

Biocentrism is what sets us apart—or at least, it used to.

act like EFlers. But it is worth asking how the spiritual
energy that gave rise to the movement might more ef-
fectively draw people to itself, empower them and pro-
mulgate itself, from generation to generation. ,
With slogans like “Copulate Don’t Populate!,” pass-
ing leadership along hereditary lines
seems ill advised—indeed, like a recipe
for group extinction. So perhaps, as the
movement looks at its next quarter cen-
tury, it should begin to talk more pub-
licly about things thus far heard only in
small groups around campfires—about
how to honor, respect, bring back and
cultivate the movement’s spiritual prac-
tices and leadership. This may be one
way to reanimate a movement that
many feel has become adrift and less
powerful than it once was. Perhaps “Re-
sacralize Mother Earth!” is a slogan that
needs to be both resurrected and prac~ '
ticed anew. »
Bron Taylor teaches in the graduate
program in Religion and Nature at the
University of Florida. His books include
Ecological Resistance Movemen
The Global Emergence of Radical and Popul:
ronmentalism and The Encyclopedia of Religior
Nature. For more information on his work and writing
visit www.religionandnature.com.




Have we evolved beyond our cheerleading for Aldo Leo-
pold-style biocentrism and a concomitant focus on wil-
derness to a landscape where we are primarily fighting
corporations on the globalization stage?

EF!’s initial focus had been on wilderness, not because
we're privileged and like pretty things, but because wilder-
ness is where the last remnant populations of many fellow
species are making their last stands—species from shiny
salamanders to scaly prehistoric fish to the predators big
enough to eat us humans (which is part of what defines

Direct action—hell, everyone does direct action these
days (you'll have to excuse me, as I live in the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area, and we have labor and anti-war demon-
strators, human rights agitators, teachers, nurses and
little old ladies out in the streets here). Looking at the
evolution and growth of the progressive, anti-corporate
globalization movement, it becomes clear that direct ac-
tion is no longer the territory of Earth First!, Sea Shep-
herd or Greenpeace.

Sometimes, I wonder who the heck those people are,

wilderness). Wilderness is where
we remember that we are a species
of animal—not “just another” spe-
cies, but one of tens of thousands
in a wondrous biological web.
Wilderness is a reflection of the
wildness within us. When we stop
recognizing the paramount im-
portance of saving wilderness, we
lose something in ourselves and
in our ability to fight, to resist, to
love, to steam with passion.

Howie Wolke called wilderness t
the “seething cauldron of evolution.” It is important for
the very fact that it is not a construct of our insane spe-
cies. The journey of the salmon happens irrespective of
human life, and without respect to others’ needs or to
what is going-on above the surface of the water. That
I could only achieve such focus in my own work! For
me, it’s not about the “wilderness” that has Sierra Club-
bers bouncing down the trails with North Face, Adidas
and Nalgene, but the wilderness that reflects our wild-
ness. It’s about the places that are
still home to those species that
couldn’t care less whether Homo
sapiens continues its journey on
the blue-green sphere or not.

It’s a valid argument that it is
the privileged in society—either
by race or chance economic cir-
cumstance or geography—who
have the relative luxury of being
able to campaign for wilderness.
There is no doubt that we’re nev-
er gonna make significant move-

running around in the streets of
Seattle/Miami/Canctn/New York/
Québec with EF! t-shirts, why we
don’t have any local EF! newslet-
ters when once there were a doz-
en at least, or why we don’t have
an EF! group in my bioregion.

Where did all the oldies (and
goodies) go? The common excuse
is that activism is for childless
- youngsters, before they start their
family. But there are plenty of
graying activists in some move-
ments (e.g., Pacifica radio and anti-war), while the punks
in black sweatshirts at EF! gatherings are saying, “Hey,
you elders should step back and give the younger people
a chance to talk,” and, “What do older activists do, any-
way, when you can no longer climb trees?” (I swear, this
question was actually posed to me at the 2004 Round
River Rendezvous). David Brower got more radical as he
got older—right up until he departed this physical plane.
Sounds like a plan to me.
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Youth or graying maturity of
participants aside, Earth First! has
been the catalyst and last line of
defense on many stages not be-
cause of a commitment to non-
violence or even because of direct
action, but because it is a movement
that puts the Earth first. That is
deep ecology/biocentrism trans-
formed into a succinct slogan.
i From taking on the dams taming
wild rivers and the roads invading
wild lands, to the battles over fire
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ment forward in our campaigns
for change without some astute class analysis, leading
us to change ourselves and our societal (and sub-cul-
tural) constructs.

But that doesn’t preclude the priority of wilderness,
nor does it replace battles for the wild with corporate
campaigns.

EF! has, in many ways, been absorbed into the anti-cor-
porate globalization movement, and there is something
that we bring to that table (or circle, as the case may
be). We slide right into the direct-action scenarios with
a high comfort level; we mesh with the pagan collective;
we are part of the analysis that, by and large, takes a no-
compromise stance. But the higher value item that we
can bring to the table is the biocentric analysis—we can
deepen the ecology.

ecology and extinction threats to
non-charismatic species, to the decidedly non-charismatic
campaigns—like Cove/Mallard—that the anthropocentric
98 percent of the environmental movement abandoned
because there wasn’t a public interest (i.e., recreational) ele-
ment, Earth First! was there. Because these species, those
rocks, those rivers and the living, breathing Earth have at
least as much right—on my misanthropic days (approxi-
mately 99 percent), I'd say they have more right—to be tak-
ing up atmospheric space as Homo sapiens.

But even if I can now qualify for the American Associa-
tion of Retired Persons (much to my horror), let’s hope
that biocentrism is not becoming a relic. What does Earth
First! mean to you?

With no plans to “retire” from frontlines activism any time
soon, KP plans to burn her AARP card on her next birthday.

November-December 2005 Earth First! Page 49



A Quarter Century of

Deviance

BY Rik SCARCE

When it really comes down to it, what makes Earth First!
different? What makes it stand out? Why should anyone
pay attention to it?

Maybe it’s the movement’s nonexistent leadership or
its casual organization, in which activists pick up the load
as needed. Perhaps it’s the culture—the movement has its
own music, art and clothing styles. The ecocentric ideology
makes people take notice, as does EF!’s strategic approach
to campaigns. Then there are the varied tactics, its grass-
roots existence and its lo-
cation—not in the political
power centers, but on the
ground, where the planet
needs it most.

There’s one concept that
covers all of those differences
between the movement and
mainstream American soci-
ety: deviance.

By “deviance,” I don’t
mean to imply that indi-
vidual Earth Firstlers, or
the movement overall, are
somehow abnormal. I'm
not using “deviant” in a pe-
jorative sense—there’s no
value judgment to it, only
the observation that EF! as
a movement, and the ac-
tivists in it, violate social
norms with what they do.
They defy expected behav-
iors, and they flout accepted attitudes. Resistance, the heart
of the movement, is what makes it deviant.

As a historian of the movement, I'm fascinated with how
EF!’s deviance has been manifested over the last quarter
century. With its endless supply of creative approaches to
confronting the forces of environmental destruction, the
movement rarely fails to surprise those of us who watch
it from afar.

Making It Easy for the Mainstream

Ecocentrism is what this movement is about, not narrow
human concerns. It is still, however, a social movement.
EF! may seek to preserve wild places and to defend the
planet against a host of assaults, but its successes depend
upon its ability to effect social change—change outside of
the movement itself.
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That observation was central to EF!’s founders’ view of
their role in the broader environmental movement. EF!,
they hoped, would allow mainstream environmental or-
ganizations to be more successful. The founders figured
that with EF! around, the “deviant” label—and here I do
mean the word pejoratively, since that’s the connotation
that its users intended—would shift away from the Sierra
Club, the Wilderness Society and the like. In turn; the
theory went, those mainstream organizations would be-
come more successful.

So, from its start, EF! was deliberately deviant. Only
two things have changed
about that outlook in a
quarter century.

First, the movement’s
early strategic vision never
worked. The mainstream
failed to find the cour-
age to demand what EF!
hoped to help it claim—
more wilderness, the cre-
ation of wildlife corridors,
and the development of
stronger endangered spe-
cies, wetlands and anti-
toxics laws.

In spite of this disap-
pointment, the movement
has always worked with the
mainstream—the Headwa-
ters Forest campaign stands
as the foremost example
of such collaboration. But
Headwaters was not the
sort of victory EF! had in mind. Too little was saved at
too high a cost. The movement has found, I think, that
the distance between its deviance and theé mainstream’s
conservatism amounts to a gaping chasm:
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Shifting Tactics

The second thing that has changed over the years is the
form of deviance, which is constantly evolving. Initially,
EF!'s tactics simply involved doing whatithe mainstream
had never dared: norm-violating acts like placing a me-
morial plaque in a wilderness area or symbolically crack-
ing Glen Canyon dam. Then there was the rhetoric: “No
Compromise in Defense of Mother Earth.” Of the hallowed
names in US environmentalism, only John Muir had ut-
tered anything like it, when he said that he might join the
“beasts” should a war erupt between them and humanity.



By 1985, EF! activists were sitting in trees to stop log-
ging companies from destroying old growth—the era of
civil disobedience on behalf of the planet had begun. The
other tactic that came to define EFl—monkeywrenching—
was inspired by Edward Abbey’s The Monkey Wrench Gang,
but it had made its first appearance in 1970, when “The
Fox” became the original ecoteur by dumping corporate
executives’ toxic waste in their own offices.

Ecotage, for EF!, was part of a broader strategy within
any given campaign, a last resort when all other means
had failed to preserve wilderness or otherwise halt en-
vironmental destruction. More

effort to save “America” from itself into an effort to de-
stroy nearly everything that is “American.”

Other internal deviants included Judi Bari and North
Coast Earth First! (NCEF!) activists, who renounced tree-
spiking in their region as part of an effort to build bridges
between the movement and timber workers. NCEF! was
upbraided by many, not for compromising Mother Earth,
but for compromising on the tactics that might be used to
defend Her.

Dissension over similar acts of deviance occurs today,
as activists build upon the continued momentum against

corporate globalization that be-

recently, taking a cue from the
Animal Liberation Front, the
Earth Liberation Front (ELF) has
rewritten the radical environmen-
tal playbook by eliminating the
distinction between strategy and
tactics. As “hard-core” anarchists
driven by a political commit-
ment to destroy capitalism, ELF
activists act in defense of Mother
Earth anywhere, anytime, often
not waiting until other avenues of
protest have failed—or have even
been attempted.

ELF rhetoric is different as well.
Earth First! activists often have
been outright victims of destructive
forces themselves, as when they
were brutally dragged from treesits
or had pepper spray swabbed di-
rectly into their eyes during acts of
civil disobedience—to say nothing
of David “Gypsy” Chain’s unpro-
voked murder while he protested
the destruction of Headwaters For-
est or the car bombing of Judi Bari and Darryl Cherney. But
the ELF has come close to threatening the lives—and has
trashed the vehicles and homes—of those it opposes, per-
sonalizing struggles in ways Earth First! never dreamt, while
protecting itself from violent persecution and reprisals.

Deviance Within the Movement

The ELF’s rejection of Earth First!’s evolution-of-protest
model (i.e., any given campaign should develop roughly
step-by-step, from legal actions to civil disobedience to
monkeywrenching) has some activists within Earth First!
insisting that the ELF practices property destruction, not
ecotage. But examples of that kind of internal deviance—
rule-breaking within the movement—are nothing new.

Whether it is what others eat around the campfire, what
they think ofithe US, their willingness to compromise in
small ways to win big battles, their efforts to admit human
concerns intoradical environmentalism’s purview or even
who sits around-the fire in the first place, activists within
the movement-have always struggled with one another.

The EF! “Old Guard” knew that the movement was no
longer theirs, one told me years ago, when they saw tofu
rather than beef being grilled over campfires at the Round
River Rendezvous. Even back then, tofu-eating anarchists
were altering the movement’s self-perception—from an

gan with the Seattle World Trade
Organization protests in 1999.
At protest after protest, labor ac-
tivists have marched alongside
human rights, women'’s rights,
children’s rights and indigenous
rights proponents—and activ-
ist environmentalists. Within
the movement, however, some
question whether it is possible
to be ecocentric and uncompro-
mising while building bridges to
such groups.

And then there are those who
struggle for a place for women
and persons of color in the move-
ment—deviants pointing out that
all is not well within EF!. Through-
out its history, female activists in
EF! have questioned men’s willing-
ness to make them full partners in
the struggle. Those tensions have
only risen in recent years as male
activists have been outed for rap-
ing female treesitters and other-
wise resisting women’s full participation in the movement.

Like sexism, racism dogs EF!. Environmentalism is seen
by many as a concern of whites, but EF!’s ostensibly free
and open community ought to be a welcoming place for
nonwhite activists. However, most persons of color who
experience the movement encounter a chilly climate, and
the movement has a reputation, according to one envi-
ronmental justice scholar I spoke to, for racism. In the
eyes of some, many activists’ misanthropy and support
for extreme limits on immigration indicates a movement
subtly promoting racism.

Of course, what once was deviant often becomes stan-
dard and taken for granted. Direct action, for example,
has been legitimized worldwide as an effective tactic for
social change. And tofu is now a staple around Round
River Rendezvous campfires. Other changes—like gender
equality and multiracial representation within the move-
ment—may take longer to come about. But a movement
like Earth First! never ceases to change.

Rik Scarce’s history of the radical environmental movement,
Eco-Warriors, will be republished later this year with a new
concluding chapter. In 1993, Rik spent more than five months
in jail for refusing to betray confidential sources from his re-
search on the movement. He now teaches sociology at Skid-
more College.
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The Sherman Austin Case and

An Interview with Jennifer Martin Ruggiero

BY LENNY

On January 24, 2002, federal agents raided the home of Sherman Austin, the
black, 18-year-old webmaster of www.raisethefist.com. The agents confiscated
computers and political literature, and they shut down the website. Following a

year-and-a-half of threats and harassment, Austin ended up serving a year in
prison because a different website, hosted on his server, contained information

on how to make explosives. Neither the webmaster of the actual site nor the au-
thor of the information were ever targeted by law enforcement.

Austin’s case quickly became a rallying point for anarchists and radical speech
defenders, as well as a frightening example of where things could go in a post-
9/11 police state. Curious about the effects this case has had on our culture of
resistance, as well as its legal implications for the future I spoke with Austms
mother, Jennifer Martin Ruggiero.

Martin Ruggiero has been a community organizer and activist all of her lzfe,

She is interested in environmental issues and building self-sustaining communi-
ties, and she believes in nonviolent change through community education and
empowerment. She currently Iives in Los Angeles, California, and administers

www.freesherman.org.

EF!J: For those who aren’t familiar
with it, what was the government’s basic
case against Sherman?

JMR: Well, they never did have a
case against him, so they invented
one. They went digging around to
try to find something that they could
threaten him with, and what they
found was called 18 USC 842 (p)(2)(A).
It’s called “distribution with intent;”
it was the first time it was ever used.
Basically, it has to do with distribu-
tion of information about things like
how to make explosives, with the in-
tent that it be used to commit an act
of violence.

EF!]: So what exactly did they charge
him with?

JMR: They never indicted him.
That’s the thing that a lot of people
don’t understand. They never charged
him with anything—they threatened
to. After the raid on our house, Sher-
man drove to New York City for a
demonstration, and they arrested
him there. He wasn’t doing anything,
he was just dancing around with a
bunch of demonstrators. The feds
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singled him out and brought him to
a high security lockup where they in-
terrogated him—Secret Service and
FBI—for hours. And they said that
they had found two fully functional
Molotov cocktails in the house on the
day of the raid, which was a total lie.
There weren’t any Molotov cocktails
in my house; there were empty iced
tea bottles. And they threatened him
with that.

They ended up shipping him back
to Los Angeles, where he was released.
And he was fine for six months, no
charges. We didn’t hear back from
them—he put the website back up—
and then all of a sudden, the federal
public defender came back and said,
“You know, they don’t have anything
on you, so they’re going to try to in-
vent something.”

Which is what they did. Eventually,
the two fully functional Molotov cock-
tails became “the components of a Mo-
lotov cocktail.” Which basically means
that if you have empty glass bottles in
your house, gasoline in your garage and
matches, you have the components of a

Molotov cocktail! And they threatened
to indict him for possession of that if
he didn't sign a plea agreement stating
that he distributed information with
the intent that people use it to blow
things up. When Sherman refiised to
sign the plea, they also threatened him
with a 20-year terrorist enhancement.
But they never formally indicted him;
there was never any preliminary hear-
ing; there was never an investigation of
the evidence; there was never any chal-
lenging by the federal public defender.
It was just, “Sign here, or we're gonna
do this to you, kid.”

EF!J: Iwasn’t aware that you can plead
guilty to something that you've never
been charged with.

JMR: That’s what’s so unusual about
this case; even the federal public de-
fender said, “I've never seen this hap-
pen before.” But they offered him a
plea agreement without ever formally
indicting him, and my perspective on
the whole situation is they did that
because they knew that they didn't
have anything on him, and they
knew that we were really intimidated
at that point.

The whole thing was a scam; it was
a complete setup. I think they basical-
ly just used Sherman as an example,
and they had to figure out some way
to do it effectively. So they just took
this arsenal of nonsense, put it all to-
gether and threatened him in order to
get him to sign the plea.

EF!J: And so Sherman ended up serving
a year in prison?

JMR: Yeah... well, the whole thing
went on—goodness!-—we’re now
talking a year and a half. We must
have had about four or five hear-
ings, one of which; when we all
showed up to go to it, wasn’t on
the court docket. And we found out
that was the day that Attorney Gen-
eral John Ashcroft came down with
his memo to the federal judges and



the Criminalization

district attorneys about negotiating
pleas—basically that minimum sen-
tences were not allowed; they had to
give the maximum sentence. I think
what happened is that Sherman’s
hearing was on the docket, and then
they removed it—the judge wanted
to make sure that whatever ruling
he made would actually satisfy the
higher-ups.

In fact, I know that’s true because
on the second’to final hearing, the
judge asked the district attorney if
he had contacted Ashcroft’s office
and the head of the FBI! I mean,
I'm serious—I have the actual notes
from the hearing. Had he contacted
Ashcroft to find out if they agreed
on the sentence? 'Cause what they
were offering was, “If you sign this
plea, we’ll give you a month in pris-
on, three months in a halfway house
and then thrée years of probation.”
If you sign the plea, this is what you

g

get—but Judge Wilson wouldn’t go
for it. We went back and forth about
three or four times, and the judge
kept denying the plea and saying,
“Come back. If this kid is so bad,
how come you're only giving him a
month in prison?” And Wilson even-
tually gave Sherman a year in prison,
even though the assistant district
attorney in charge of the case said
that he did check with Ashcroft’s of-
fice, and they did say that a month
in prison, three months in a halfway
house and three years of probation
was fine.

EF!J: And now he’s on what seems like
a really restrictive probation.

JMR: It's extremely restrictive, yes.
Basically, he can’t touch any kind
of digital device that has the ability
to send information out on the In-
ternet without prior approval of his
probation officer. So he can’t touch
computers at all.

A

Action,

Left to right: Sherman Austin at his mother’s
house shortly after his release from prison in July
2004; Jennifer Martin Ruggiero and Sherman;
Zack de la Rocha (former singer for the band

Rage Against the Machine) and Sherman

That is a really big deal for him.
He couldn’t even take the placement
test for college classes because they
require you to do it on a computer.
He can'’t even use a computer to look
for a job. So he’s totally restricted in
terms of providing himself with ba-
sic needs and information that one
would need in order to survive—not
even counting the fact that this is
the way he supported himself. Writ-
ing software, writing code, designing
web pages. And the fact that they’re
not allowing him to work in the
field that he’s been trained to work
in. He also can’t touch a pager, a cell
phone... anything like that, unless
he gets prior approval from his pro-
bation officer, and he’s not allowed
outside of a certain radius without
prior approval.

And his probation also says—al-
though it’s not a stipulation, but a

continued on next page
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continued from previous page
suggestion—that Sherman should not
associate with anarchists. I mean, it
actually says that!

EF!]: Why do you think they singled
Sherman out for this? 1 mean, what
they allege that he did, there must be
thousands of people who have done
that and much worse and didn’t get
this kind of treatment.

JMR: Well, Sherman’s website was
really popular. Kids in schools were
joining raisethefist.com and creating
Raisethefist groups, and he had thou-
sands of hits every day. Hits from
kids—and agents. He knew who they
were; | mean, he knew that he was
getting hits from the FBI and the Se-
cret Service. He didn’t tell me; I didn’t
know this. And I think they really felt
that he was threatening, especially
thanks to the overactive imagina-
tion of John I. Pi, the special agent in
charge of the case.

They were ex-
tremely threatened
by the fact that this
website had become
very popular. It was
after 9/11; they had
totally fucked wup
with everything, and
they were trying to
find a way to make
themselves look like
they were actually
doing their jobs. And
then there’s the fact that he’s African
American. You know, here’s this black
kid who used to shave all his hair off,
and now he has dreads, and he has
this anarchist website up, and he’s
a really good organizer—and they
thought, “We gotta get rid of him,
and we gotta get rid of him quick. So
we have to find a way to shut him up.
And wow, we have the USA PATRIOT
Act, so this is an easy one. We want to
use him as an example.”

EF!]: What sort of precedent do you
think ended up getting set by Sherman’s
case, both legally and in terms of what
the government feels it can now get
away with?

JMR: I think they definitely want-
ed to set a precedent, and in fact
Judge Wilson made it very clear
that Sherman was being used as an
example to make sure that future
“revolutionaries” will think twice
before doing anything.
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They really used him to try to in-
still fear and to prevent other people
from doing the same thing, from ef-
fectively organizing. But what they
did in the process was completely
the opposite. They created a huge
support base and educated a lot of
people about organizing, as well
as the things that one should and
should not do. So they weren'’t effec-
tive, even though they thought they
would be. And I think they did not
instill fear in people, they just made
people more angry.

EF!]: There’s currently a grand jury
seeking an indictment against Rod
Coronado for giving a speech and alleg-
edly showing how to make an incendi-
ary device, and it seems very similar.in
that it’s the same concept of trying to
prosecute someone for speech—distri-
bution of information with intent that
someone would use it. Do you think we

utors ‘never formally indicted Sherman'
re was never any preliminary hearing; there
neve:r an investigation of the evidence; there
S 1 'ever any challenging by the federal public
T, "':“Slgn here, or we're gonna .

can expect an increase in this strategy of
prosecuting people for speech?

JMR: Absolutely. The fact that Sher-
man signed a plea so easily without
even taking it to court was really not
the best thing to do, but I totally un-
derstand why he did it at that mo-
ment. You know, if I was 18 years old,
and they were threatening me with
a 20-year terrorist enhancement, I
probably would’'ve signed the plea,
too. But yes, I definitely think that
the time has come when they’re gon-
na start pulling these laws out and
using them to try to silence people.
I think it definitely shows that we're
in a situation where they could eas-
ily come down on you very heavily,
saying that you had the intent—espe-
cially in Rod’s case, where he already
has a record.

EF!J: Having lived through this entire
ordeal, which I guess is still ongoing,
what do you think that you learned that

would be the most helpful for anyone who
might be facing a similar situation?

JMR: Fight it. Don’t allow them to
intimidate you. Do some fundraising
and get yourself the best attorney that
you possibly can. Don’t get a sellout;
lots of attorneys are easily bought. Do
your research. Make sure you get a
good attorney who’s willing to stand
up to the system; and don't give in. If
you go to trial, and you get convict-
ed, and you get time; appeal it. If you
didn’t do it, don’t give in.

And fight the law. I mean, if it’s a
law like “distribution with intent”
that was never challenged. The climate
in this country right now is very differ-
ent than it was when Sherman’s case
started. When Sherman'’s case started,
it was a bunch of flag-waving péople
standing on corners with candles talk-
ing about “let’s blow up the terrorists.”
Things have changed; a lot of people
see who Bush is and
what he’s doing. The
consciousness level
has raised through-
out the country. And
I think that now the
time is ripe to start
fighting.

But you have to
have a good strategy.
You have to be will-
ing to be dragged
through the streets,
because these people
are really vicious. They don’t stop.
They use the intimidation factor, the
fear factor, and you really have to be
strong—you have to stand up to it.
You need a really good support base.
And the best way to get a support base
is to not remain silent. Expose it. Get
media coverage wherever you can get
it and expose it—with that comes a
lot of support.

I know that whenI ﬁnally went public
with this, even thoughthe federal pub-
lic defender insisted that I shouldn't,
it made a world of difference. In ret-
rospect, we should’ve fought it! I cer-
tainly would have survived it. It would
have been much better than having to
give into something-—lie;and say that
you did something thatyou didn’t do,
just because they’re trying to intimidate
you. Betterthan sending my son off to
prison for a thought crime he didn't
even commit. So that’s the best advice I
have—don't stay silent.



He’s Working

BY STU SUGARMAN

Dear EF! Lawyer, g
I keep hearing about the Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act,
but I don’t really know what’s in it. Are our direct actions in
defense of the Earth really classified as terrorism now?
—Nor WITH THE PRESIDENT

Dear Opposed to Georgie, -

Congress passed the Animal Enterprise Protection Act
in 1992 to combat activists’ success in using tactics in-
cluding civil disobedience, liberation and firebombing
to protect animals and the environment from harm. In
2002, it strengthened and renamed the law the Animal
Enterprise Terrorism Act (AETA), as the “T” word became
more and more appealing to the
monied interests funding Con-
gressmembers’ . re-election cam-
paigns and vacation junkets.

The AETA, found in the statute
books at 18 USC § 43 (this means
Volume 18, US Code, Section 43),
created several crimes. To be found
guilty of any of these new crimes,
a person must travel across state
lines for the purpose of physically
disrupting an animal enterprise and
must intentionally damage some
property of that animal enterprise.

Whether an AETA crime is a felony
or a misdemeanor depends on the
damage done. If a court determines
that the defendant caused less than
$10,000 worth of property damage,
the defendant would be convicted
of a misdemeanor and sent to prison
for up to six months. If a defendant
caused more than $10,000 in dam-
age, they would be convicted of a
felony and imprisoned for up to \
three years. If a'person causes seri- /
ous physical injury to someone, that person
could end up imprisoned for up to 20 years. If a
person kills someone while physically disrupting an animal
enterprise, that' person may be imprisoned for the rest of
their natural life. The person might also be ordered to pay
a fine and, mostidespicable of all, pay the corporation for
any economic damage done to it, including loss of profits
or the cost of repeating the destroyed “experiment.”

Even though the word “terrorism” is included in the
title of this law, it is not found in the statute’s text and
being convicted under this law does not in any way la-
bel someone a “terrorist.” Nor is the AETA related to
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other crimes, such as “domestic terrorism,” created by
the USA PATRIOT Act in 2001. The action itself, how-
ever, might bring someone under that far more serious
domestic terrorism statute.

The AETA defines “animal enterprise” as any person or
group that uses animals for food, clothing, agriculture, re-
search or testing. “Animal enterprise” also includes those
who torture animals to amuse self-indulgent humans
(e.g., circuses, zoos, rodeos and aquariums). The AETA tar-
gets activists working to protect animals from harm, but
not so much activists protecting the environment from
harm—though the two obviously overlap.

Which brings me to a very interesting part of this law:
The AETA seems to give environmental activists, even the
Earth Liberation Front (ELF), virtually a free ride. The law

seems to have been hatched directly
from the twisted minds of Hunting-
don Life Sciences and Chiron, two
of the heartless bastards targeted by
Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty
(SHAC). For example, the AETA is use-
less against those involved in the May
2001 ELF actions against the Universi-
ty of Washington'’s Center for Urban
Horticulture and a genetically engi-
neered poplar farm, because neither
target involved animal torture.

The FBI reports that beginning in
2004, SHAC and the Animal Libera-
tion Front have eclipsed the ELF in
terms of successful actions against
the powers that be. In reports to
Congress in 2002 and 2003, the
FBI identified the ELF as the pri-
mary domestic terrorism threat. In
2005, however, the FBI has been

reporting that the chief domestic
terrorism threats to the US are those
fighting drug companies—that means
groups like SHAC.

The AETA, which might better be called
“The SHAC Attack Act,” is a relatively narrow law that
provides relatively light penalties for those convicted of
direct action, assuming that no person is injured in the
action. But to those being prosecuted under the AETA,
such as the SHAC 7, even a “relatively light” sentence of
three years behind bars for each count would be devas-
tating. Please support those being persecuted under the
AETA, and fight for its repeal.

Do you have a legal question? Contact Stu Sugarman, c/o
Walker, Warren and Watkins, 838 SW 1st Ave, Ste 500, Port-
land, OR 97204; quixote516@yahoo.com. Please write “Dear
EF! Lawyer” in the subject line.
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Prisoners in the Struggle: Support Them!

The following list is a small sample of the total number of political prisoners worldwide.
Regulations for mail sent to prisoners vary according to individual prisons. Before sending
monetary donations, stamps, books or packages, ask prisoners what the regulations are. As-
sume that the authorities read everything that you write to a prisoner. Although many prison-
ers are listed together, they must be written to separately. The EF! Journal offers discounted
subscriptions for prisoners. Please contact us for more information.

Prisoner and Legal Updates

eJon Ablewhite, TB4885, John Smith,
TB4887, and Kerry Whitburn, TB4886,
HMP Birmingham, Winson Green Rd, Bir-
mingham B18 4AS, England. Arrested on
September 30 and accused of blackmail
in the campaign to shut down the Darley
Oaks guinea pig farm in Newchurch.

*David Agranoffwasreleased on October
12 after serving two months for contempt
and refusing to testify before a grand jury
investigating an Earth Liberation Front
(ELF) arson. The judge ruled that Agranoff
was never going to be coerced into testify-
ing and ordered his release.

oTre Arrow, CS#05850722, Vancouver
Island Regional Correction Center, 4216
Wilkinson Rd, Victoria, BC V8Z 5B2,
Canada. Awaiting extradition to the US
to stand trial for alleged involvement in
the arson of logging trucks and an ELF
arson of vehicles owned by a sand and
gravel company. Arrow has been moved
to the above address.

eAnnalisa Capone, one of the Lecce 5,
has been released pending trial.

*Rod Coronado, Matthew Crozier and
John Richardson had the three federal
misdemeanor charges against them dis-
missed by their trial judge on Septem-
ber 24. Coronado and Crozier are still
facing federal conspiracy and state mis-
demeanor charges for allegedly interfer-
ing with a mountain lion hunt.

*Nicole Fink, #94369-198, GEO, 220
West C St, San Diego, CA 92101, USA.
Serving up to 1.5 years for refusing to
testify before a grand jury investigat-
ing an ELF arson. Potential supporters
should be warned that Fink is the cur-
rent girlfriend and vocal supporter of
snitch Justin Samuel.

eWilliam Frediani, Via Maiano, 06049
Spoleto (PG), Italy. A member of the Ital-
ian eco-anarchist group II Silvestre await-
ing trial for allegedly promoting sabotage
and participating in direct action. Frediani
has been moved to the above address.

eSarah Gisborne, 1LT5393, HMP
Cookham Wood, Rochester, Kent ME1
3LU, England. An appeals judge has re-
duced Gisborne’s sentence for conspira-
cy to cause criminal damage to vehicles
owned by people linked to Huntingdon
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Life Sciences (HLS) from 6.5 to 5.5 years.

eJohan Jaatinen was released in Octo-
ber, after serving six months for openly
damaging 18 machines at a chicken
processing plant.

eCharles Jordan, accused of planning
to destroy equipment at a quarry, has
been transferred to a halfway house to
await trial.

*Danae Kelly was released on October
6 after serving 74 days for refusing to tes-
tify before a grand jury investigating an
ELF arson. Her immunity from prosecu-
tion has been dropped, thus restoring her
Fifth Amendment right to not testify.

eAaron Linas, #38448-083, FMC
Butner, POB 1600, Butner, NC 27509,
USA. Serving 3.5 years for a series of
ELF actions against McDonald’s, Burg-
er King, urban sprawl, the construc-
tion industry and an SUV dealership.
In 2004, for personal reasons, Linas
asked to have his name removed from
our prisoner list, but he has now asked
to be listed again.

eStephen Marshall, #691374, 11540
NW Inverness Dr, Portland, OR 97220,
USA. Awaiting trial for allegedly plan-
ning to destroy equipment at a quarry.
While imprisoned, Marshall has found it
difficult to obtain an adequate vegan diet,
and this has resulted in conflict between
him and the prison guards. He recently
ended a hunger strike in protest of the
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lack of suitable vegan meals. He has since
been moved to the above address.

eBrendan Philbin McGrath, Vincent
McGrath, Philip McGrath, Willie Cor-
duff and Michedl O Seighin were re-
leased on September 30 after serving
three months for blockading Shell Oil
from building a natural-gas pipeline
across their land. For more information,
visit www.shelltosea.com.

eChristopher “Dirt” McIntosh, #30512-
013, FDC Seatac, POB 13900, Seattle, WA
98198, USA. Awaiting sentencing for a
joint Animal Liberation Front (ALF)/ELF
arson against a McDonald’s. McIntosh
went on hunger strike on September 2,
demanding a nutritious vegan diet. He
ended his hunger strike a week and a
half later after guards threatened to start
force-feeding him. On September 26,
faced with a 30-year “terrorist” sentence
enhancement and the testimony of sev-
eral snitches, McIntosh pleaded guilty to
arson. He is expected to receive an eight
to 10 year sentence. For more informa-
tion, visit www.supportchris.org.

e[ eonard Peltier, #89637-132, USP Lew-
isburg, POB 1000, Lewisburg, PA 17837,
USA. Peltier, an American Indian Move-
ment activist, is serving life in prison
after being framed for the deaths of two
FBI agents killed during the 1975 Pine
Ridge siege. He has been transferred to
the above address. For more information,
visit www.leonardpeltier.org.

eSalvatore Signore, Casa Circond-
ariale di Sulmona, Via Lamaccio 21,
67039 Sulmona (AQ), Italy. Signore,
one of the Lecce 5, has been moved to
the above address.

ePeter Young, #223341, Dane County
Jail, 115 W Doty St, Madison, WI 53703,
USA. On September 2, Young pleaded
guilty to two counts under the Animal
Enterprise Terrorism Act relating to the
release of more than 10,000 mink from
fur farms. He is expected to receive a
two-year prison senterice. For more in-
formation, visit www.supportpeter.com.

Awaiting Trial or Sentencing

esFelipe Arreaga Sanchez, Carcel Preven-
tiva de Zihuatenejo, Calle Paseo de la De-
portiva s/n, Col. Deportiva, Zihuatenejo,
Go. CP 40880, Mexicd. Awaiting trial on
false charges of homicide; as retaliation
for his environmental organizing. Ar-
reaga only reads Spanish, but letters in
English or German may be sent to him
via econoticias@sosbahia.org.



eAmanda Cerezo Garcia, CP Alican-
te II, Ctra. N-330, km 66, 03400, Ville-
na, Spain. Awaiting trial for allegedly
burning a road-construction vehicle.
She is also accused of sending a letter
bomb to a neo-Nazi politician.

eManase Furima and Matius Nasira,
Lembaga Pemasyarakatan Manokwari, J1
Sabang No 4, Manokwari, Papua, Indo-
nesia. Awaiting trial for taking part in a
road blockade to prevent illegal logging.

eFrancesco Gioia, Modulo VII, Ctra.
Comarcal 611, km 37.6, 28770 Soto del
Real, Madrid, Spain. Il Silvestre member
awaiting extradition to Italy to stand
trial for allegedly participating in direct
action, promoting sabotage and escap-
ing house arrest.

eRyan Lewis, #4101338 8W312, Sacra-
mento County Main Jail, 651 I St, Sac-
ramento, CA 95814, USA. Awaiting trial
for alleged involvement in ELF arsons
against urban sprawl.

Animal Liberation

eDave Blenkinsop, EM7899, HMP
Rye Hill, Onley, Warwickshire CV23
8AN, England. Serving 10 years for at-
tacking the managing director of HLS,
liberating 600 guinea pigs and plant-
ing incendiary devices under slaugh-
terhouse vehicles.

eJoshua Demmitt, #12314-081, Feder-
al Prison Camp, POB 6000, Sheridan, OR
97378, USA. Serving 30 months for an
ALF arson at an animal testing facility.

*Keith Mann, KJ9365, HMP Guys
Marsh, Shaftesbury, Dorset SP7 OAH,
England. Serving 1.5 years for liberating
695 mice from a lab and threatening the
lab’s director in court.

Ecodefense

eMarco Camenisch, Postfach 3143,
CH-8105 Regensdorf, Switzerland. Serv-
ing 27 years for using explosives to target
nuclear facility powerlines and for the
alleged murder of a Swiss border guard.
Camenisch reads French, German, Span-
ish and Italian fluently. He can also read
some English.

elbai Ederra, Carcel de Pamplona, C/
San Roque Apdo 250, 31080-Irufiez Pam-
plona, Navarra, Spain. Serving nearly five
years for sabotaging machinery at the
controversial Itoiz dam construction site.

eJeffrey  “Free’: Luers, #13797671,
OSP, 2605 State!St, Salem, OR 97310,
USA. Serving 22/years and eight months
for arson at a car dealership and for the
attempted arson of an oil truck.

eJohn Wade, #38548-083, FCI Peters-
burg Low, Satellite Camp, POB 90027,
Petersburg, VA 23804, USA. Serving
three years for a series of ELF actions

against McDonald’s, Burger King, urban
sprawl, the construction industry and
an SUV dealership.

eHelen Woodson, #03231-045, FMC
Carswell Admin Max Unit, POB 27137,
Ft. Worth, TX 76127, USA. Serving near-
ly nine years for violating her parole by
dumping red paint over the security ap-
paratus of a federal court and making
warnings (“threats”) of weapons of mass
destruction. In March 2004, Woodson
completed 20 years for disarming a missile
silo with a jackhammer, mailing warning
letters to officials with bullets inside, rob-
bing a bank and burning the money.

Indigenous Resistance

eByron “Oso Blanco” Chubbuck®,
#07909-051, USP Beaumont, POB 26030,
Beaumont, Texas, North America. Serv-
ing 80 years for aggravated assault on
federal agents, escape and bank robbery.
Chubbuck funneled money that he stole
from banks to the Zapatista National
Liberation Army in Chiapas, Mexico.

Lecce §

The Lecce 5 are awaiting trial, accused of
damaging gas pumps in opposition to the
war on Iraq, targeting Benetton in support
of the Mapuche and damaging an ATM at
a bank with links to an immigrant-deten-
tion facility.

eMarina Ferrari, via XXI aprile, 29
CAP 73042, Casarano (LE), Italy. Un-
der house arrest.

eCristian Paladini, Via De Mura
C2/73100, Lecce, Italy. Under house arrest.

eSaverio Pellegrino, Casa circondar-
iale, Via Lecce, 85025 Melfj, Italy.

Mapuche

The indigenous Mapuche people in Chile
are fighting to defend their forests from
multinational companies.

eAniceto Norin Catriman and Pascual
Pichun Paillalao, Cércel de Traiguén—
Coronel Gregorio Urrutia N° 129, Trai-
guén, IX Region, Chile. Mapuche lonkos
(chiefs) serving five years for intimida-
tion and “terrorist arson.”

eVictor Ancalaf Llaupe, Complejo
Penitenciario El Manzano Concep-
ciéon—Direcciéon, Camino a Penco N°
450 Casilla 70, Chile. Mapuche leader
serving five years for “terrorist arson.”

eJaime Huenchullan Cayul, Juan Car-
los Huenulao Tricauko, Florencio Jaime
Marileo Saravia, José Patricio Marileo
Saravia, Jose Nain Curamil and Patri-
cia Troncoso Robles, Centro Detencién
Penitenciaria Pedro Aguirre—Cerda
N° 80 y Los Con- fines s/n°, Angol, I1X
Region, Chile. Huenchullan is awaiting
trial, accused of theft and intimidation.

Huenulao is awaiting trial, accused of
“terrorist arson.” Troconso and the Mar-
ileos are serving 10 years for “terrorist
arson.” Nain, a Mapuche leader, is serv-
ing five years for arson.

MOVE

The “MOVE 9,” members of an eco-revolu-
tionary group, were framed for the murder of
a cop and sentenced to 30 to 100 years each.

eDebbie Simms Africa, #006307, Janet
Holloway Africa, #006308, and Janine
Philips Africa, #006309, SCI Cambridge
Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge
Springs, PA 16403-1238, USA.

eMichael Davis Africa, #AM4973,
and Charles Simms Africa, #AM4975,
SCI Grateford, POB 244, Grateford, PA
19426- 0244, USA.

eEdward Goodman Africa, #AM4974,
SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea Rd, Frackville,
PA 17931, USA.

eWilliam Philips Africa, #AM4984, and
Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI Dallas,
Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612, USA.

eMumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg,
PA 15370, USA. Abu-Jamal, a politically
active journalist, was framed for the
murder of a cop in 1981.

Political Prisoners

eHarjit Singh Gill, #148118-097, 111
Taylor St, San Francisco, CA 94102, USA.
Serving six months in a halfway house
for lying to a grand jury that was inves-
tigating two ALF arsons of McDonald’s.

eRobert “Rob los Ricos” Thaxton,
#12112716, MCCEF, 4005 Aumsville Hwy,
Salem, OR 97301, USA. Serving a seven-
year mandatory minimum sentence for
throwing a rock at a cop at a 1999 Reclaim
the Streets action in Eugene, Oregon.

eFran Thompson, #1090915 HU 1C,
WERDCC, POB 300, Vandalia, MO
63382-0300, USA. Before she was giv-
en a life sentence in the early 1990s
for shooting a stalker in self defense,
Thompson was active in animal rights
and environmental campaigns.

Vieques

Actions taken during a May 2003 celebra-
tion of the end of US military maneuvers on
Vieques, Puerto Rico, led to the conviction
of several activists for conspiracy to destroy
federal property.

eJosé Pérez Gonzalez, #21519-069, Fed-
eral Prison Camp, POB 725, Edgefield, SC
29824-0725, USA. Serving five years.

eJosé Vélez Acosta, #23883-069, Federal
Correctional Complex, US Penitentiary,
POB 1033, Coleman, FL 33521-1033, USA.
Serving two years and nine months.
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aAnnounce

International Demonstrations

on Climate Change
December 3

During the first week of December, representatives from
more than 150 nations will be meeting at a climate con-
ference in Montréal, Québec. The vast majority of those
present will be signers of the Kyoto Protocol on global
warming, and they will be discussing the latest develop-
ments with this deepening world crisis and what should
be done about it.

Representatives of the US government, however, will
be working behind the scenes to block any positive ac-
tion. This is the role they have played for several years.
Climate change activists from around the world are out-
raged by the US’s obstructionist approach to one of to-
day’s most critical and urgent issues. It is time to stand
up and take action!

An international day of mass demonstrations is being
planned for December 3, in order to support: US ratifi-
cation and implementation of the Kyoto Protocol; clean,
safe and sustainable non-nuclear energy alternatives; an
end to government subsidies for oil and coal corporations;
increased fuel-efficiency standards; forest defense; and
community-run tree-planting campaigns.

Leading up to the day of action, local groups can orga-
nize house parties, forums, teach-ins, conferences or town
meetings. And, of course, groups can schedule events in
their communities for the international day of action!

For more information, contact the Climate Crisis Co-
alition, POB 648, Lenox, MA 01240; (413) 637-2486;
www.climatecrisiscoalition.org.

Call for Entries: Art Not Oil

Art Not Oil is an annual event aimed at encourag-
ing artists to create work exploring the damage that oil
companies are doing to the planet. It is designed, in
part, to paint a more accurate portrait of an oil compa-
ny than the caring image manufactured by the BP Por-
trait Award, which diverts public attention away from
BP’s actual activities.

Art Not Oil includes paintings, photography, sculp-
ture and other creations that address issues like climate
chaos, corporate sponsorship and greenwashing, and
the suicidal madness that proclaims: “profit is king” and
“money can solve any problem.” Artwork dealing with
the cancerous impacts of the oil industry on the planet is
welcomed and, of course, so is work that dares to imag-
ine what solutions to these serious but not insolvable
problems might look like.

For more information, contact Art Not Oil, 62
Fieldgate St, London E1 1ES, UK; info@artnotoil.org.uk;
www.artnotoil.org.uk.
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Call for Submissions:
Lady, Queer and Differently Abled
Trainhoppers’ Stories

Looking back at the historical hobo stereotype, it seems
that most freightriders were down-and-out straight men
and, unless they’d had a mishap with the train that they
were riding, had fully able bodies. Of course, there are
those shining examples of brave women or disabled men
whose stories we might hear from time to time, but they
were the exceptions that proved the rule.

The current generation of trainhoppers seems t6-abound
with new types of trainriders—larger numbers of women,
many queers and possibly some riders who are differently
abled. These folks’ are invited to submit their train stories,
as well as pictures of themselves in all their hobo glory
for a possible zine about lady, queer and differently abled
trainhoppers. If you haven’t written of your adventures,
what’s stopping you? Photos and drawings of train graffiti
and monikers are also encouraged.

For more information, contact Lynne, 2372 Pinewood
Ln, West Palm Beach, FL 33415; lynnejpurvis@gmail.com.

@Iternative Social Forum
January 24-29 * Caracas, Venezuela

The sixth annual World Social Forum and the second So-
cial Forum of the Americas will both take place in Caracas,
Venezuela, from January 24-29. As in the past, there is a
need to create a space outside of the established order of
these events to express views and share tactics that are more
uncompromising and far-reaching than the traditional
rhetoric and action of mainstream activism. With this goal
in mind, social activists, artists, professionals, students, en-
vironmentalists and intellectuals are proposing the creation
of such an alternative space. Based on experiences with re-
cent social forums and festivals of solidarity, such events do
not effectively allow for an open and pluralistic gathering
of opinions and perspectives on important issues and vital
strategies for transforming our world.

Along this same line of thought, the creation of the
@Iternative Social Forum has been proposed to be cele-
brated in Venezuela at the same time as the mainstream
forums. The goal is to create decentralized spaces and
events in various parts of Venezuela in order to focus on
themes collectively defined. An @Ilternative Social Forum
that respects diversity, identity and autq_xjﬁmy can poten-
tially produce an open and permanent’“ﬁétwork for dia-
logue between diverse social actors. '

For more information, or to participate in the
creation of the @lternative Social Ferum, contact
fsa@contrapoder.org.ve.



ments

Earth First! Organizers’ Conference

and Winter Rendezvous
February 15-20 ¢ South Florida

Jeaga EF! invites you to the 2006 Organizers’ Confer-
ence, which will be held at the Everglades Youth Camp
inside the JW Corbett Wildlife Management Area. The
location includes full facilities and a swimming hole!

Meetings will take place from February 15-17, and
the usual subject matter will be on the table: reports
from the Journal; evaluating strategies, tools and tac-
tics; examining our visions and aspirations; where
we've been and where we're going; review of state re-
pression; anti-oppression workshops; and bioregional
roundups. Some extra attention will be given to the
question of solidarity beyond borders. Then, February
18-20, a weekend of debauchery will begin—ushered in
by the annual “Night to Howl!” Be sure to bring poems,
songs, stories, workshops, music and hiking gear.

South Florida is an accessible location for interna-
tional travel, and it is a social hotspot of current global
commerce and politics. For several years, the anti-glo-
balization movement has influenced (and has been
influenced by) EF!, but rarely has it been possible to

dialogue with eco-radicals in other parts of the world.
For these reasons, an invitation to participate in the Or-
ganizers’ Conference and Winter Rendezvous is being
extended to folks from other countries’ radical environ-
mental movements and indigenous struggles.

Locally, the battle against the Scripps biotechnology
center in Florida is heating up to be one of the larg-
est and broadest environmental justice campaigns in
this region’s history. Massive land scandals, biotech-
nology, hazardous waste, animal torture and exurban
development are all within a mile of our lovely camp
in the swamp.

Conference organizers are requesting donations of
$25-50 to cover the costs of the gathering and to provide
potential travel compensation. If your bioregion knows
that it will need assistance getting to Florida, please get
in touch as soon as possible. Also, people are encouraged
to bust out old copies of the Journal and review articles
on past conferences before coming down. If you don’t
have access to an EFler’s archives in your area, confer-
ence organizers are willing to send out copies so that we
can all be a bit closer to the same page.

For more information, contact the 2006 EF! Organiz-
ers’ Conference Committee, POB 961, Lake Worth, FL
33460; (561) 547-6686; jeagaearthfirst@riseup.net.
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THE BLACKSPOT UNSWOOSHER

Y Earth-friendly, anti-sweatshop, One pair = one vote in The Blackspot

3 cruelty-free, and pro-grassroots, Anticorporation. Together, we’ll give

Blackspots are the only rough-and- hirth to a whole new sneaker biz,
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EARTH FIRST!

ARIZONA

Chuk’shon EF!
sabthebastards@hotmail.com

Flagstaff Activist Network

POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002

(928) 213-9507; info@flagstaffactivist.org
Phoenix EF!

phoenixef@excite.com

Tucson EF!

az_earth_first@hotmail.com
CALIFORNIA

ACT UP SF!

1884 Market St, San Francisco, CA 94102
(415) 864-6686; actupsf@hotmail.com
Direct Action Fund

POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516

North Coast EF!

POB 28, Arcata, CA 95518

(707) 825-6598; shunka_2004@yahoo.com
Santa Cruz EF!

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061
cruzef@cruzio.com

Sierra Nevada EF!
collective@sierranevadaearthfirst.org
Slingshot/The Infoshop

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705

(510) 540-0751; slingshot@tao.ca
smartMeme Strategy & Training Project
2940 16th St #216, San Francisco, CA 94103
info@smartmeme.com

COLORADO

Breakdown Book Collective

1409 Ogden St, Denver, CO 80218

(303) 832-7952;
info@breakdowncollective.org

DIY Traveler’s Inn

(303) 554-0923; pathogenusa@ecomail. org
CONNECTICUT

Environmental Library Fund

25 Newtown Turnpike, Weston, CT 06883
(203) 227-2065; remyc@prodigy.net
FLORIDA

Jeaga EF!

c/o Downward Mobility Press & Distro
POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460

(561) 547-6686; jeagaearthfirst@riseup.net
INDIANA

Boxcar Books & Community Center
310A S Washington St, Bloomington,

IN 47401

(812) 323-7328; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org
Roadblock EF!

roadblockef@yahoo.com
KANSAS

Solidarity! Radical Library
1119 Massachusetts St, Lawrence, KS 66044
(785) 865-1374

MAINE

Foglight Distribution

POB 1582, Portland, ME 04104
Maine EF!

POB 917, Belfast, ME 04915
maineef@yahoo.com

People’s Free Space
peoplesfreespace@riseup.net
MASSACHUSETTS

Lawrence Grassroots Initiative
POB 43, Lawrence, MA 01642
Mass Direct Action

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726
massdirectaction@riseup.net
MICHIGAN

Massasauga EF!

POB 44173, Detroit, MI 48244
MINNESOTA

Church of Deep Ecology

POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116
(800) 862-7031;

INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS

AUSTRALIA

EF! Australia

POB 161, Norseman, WA, 6443, Australia
efoz@earthfirst.org.au

EF! OZ-Jervis Bay

POB 295, Nowra, NSW, 2541, Australia
BELGIUM

EF! Belgium Support Group
belgium2005@groenfront.be

CANADA

Elaho EF!
earth_first@resist.ca
CZECH REPUBLIC
Car Busters

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic
(420) 274-810-849; (420) 274-777-019 (fax);
info@carbusters.org .

EIRE

An Talamh Glas (Green Earth)
atgblue@yahoo.com
ENGLAND '

EF! Action Update @
12 London Rd, Brighton BI\?
mail@actionupdate.org.uk
Leeds EFl c/o CRC

16 Sholebroke Ave, Lees
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf
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London EF!

84B Whitechapel High St, London E1 0, UK
eflondon@ziplip.com

London Rising Tide

62 Fieldgate St, London E1 1ES, UK
0770-879-4665; london@risingtide.org.uk
Manchester EF!

22a Beswick St, Manchester M4 7HS, UK
mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk

Road Block

POB 164, Totnes, TQ9 SWX, UK
020-7729-6973; office@roadblock.org.uk
GERMANY

EF! Germany

¢/o Manuel Lindinger

Steinstrasse 10, Seitenfluegel Rechts, 12045
Berlin, Germany

green.rage@web.de

ISRAEL

Green Action Israel

POB 4611, Tel Aviv 61046, Israel

NETHERLANDS

ASEED Europe

Plantage Doklaan 12 A, 1018 CM,
Amsterdam, Netherlands
31-20-668-2236; 31-20-468-2275 (fax);
aseedeur@antenna.nl

Vrienden van GroenFront!

POB 85069, 3508 AB Utrecht, Netherlands
31-84-8666018 (fax); ‘
netherlands2005@groenfront.nl

NIGERIA

Environmental Rescue International/
EF! Nigeria

20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, Benin
City, Nigeria
environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk
RUSSIA

ECODEFENSE!

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000 Russia
(0112) 44-84-43 L
Green Korea United

110-740 #605 Korean Ecutenical Bldg 136-56
Youniji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul, South Korea
82-2-747-8500; greenkorek@greenkorea org
UKRAINE

Rainbow Keepers

POB 322, Kiey 252187, Ukfaine

7 38 (044) 265-7628 . 1'} Qi
Gwynedd & Mon EFl
The Greenhouse, 1, ‘l‘tevelyan Terr Bangor, .
Gwynedd LL57 1AX, V ‘




DIRECTORY

contact@churchofdeepecology.org
Forest Ecosystems Action Group

2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405
paarise@mtn.org

MISSOURI

Confluence/St Louis IMC

POB 63232, St Louis, MO 63163

(314) 772-0322

MONTANA

Buffalo Field Campaign

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758
(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org
Wild Rockies EF!

(406) 961-0171; odinswyrd@yahoo.com
NEBRASKA

Environmental Resource Center

205 N Mears, Chadron, NE 69337

(308) 432-3458; buffalohruce@panhandle.net
NEW YORK -

Central New York EF!

POB 37044, Syracuse, NY 13235

Project Harmony

216 W 122 St, New York, NY 10027
(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com
Activism Center at Wetlands Preserve
POB 344, New York, NY 10108

(201) 928-2831;
activism@wetlands-preserve.org

NEW JERSEY

Green Vigilance

46 E Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060

(609) 265-0392

South Jersey/Philly EF!

224 W Glencove Ave, Northfield, NJ 08225
phillyearthfirst@yahoo.com

NORTH CAROLINA

Kattah EF!/Roadkill Faction

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802
Uwharrie EF! _
bison12@wildmail.com

OHIO

Corner Books

108A Dayton St, Yellow Springs, OH 45387
Hock-Hocking EF!

23 Elliott St, Athens, OH 45701

(740) 592-2581; .
info@easternforestdefense.org

The Wire: A Community Resource Center
21 Kern St, Athens, OH 45701

(740) 589-5111; thewire@riseup.net
OREGON

Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project
27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830
Cascadia EF!

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440
ef@cascadiarising.org

Cascadia Forest Defenders

POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440

(541) 684-8977; forestdefenders@riseup.net
Cascadia Rising! Ecodefense

POB 12583, Portland, OR 97212

' ,.h-'

(503) 493-7495; action@cascadiarising.org
Green Anarchy

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440
collective@greenanarchy.org

UO Survival Center

EMU, Ste 1, UO Campus Center, Eugene,
OR 97403

(541) 346-4356

PENNSYLVANIA

EF! Philly

earthfirstphilly@riseup.net

RHODE ISLAND

Ocean State EF!

oceanstate_ef@riseup.net

TENNESSEE

Kattah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401

(423) 505-9207; elfenstein1126@yahoo.com
Nashville EF!
mjsnashville@hushmail.com

Three Rivers EF!

POB 16309, Knoxville, TN 37996

(865) 633-8483; annebonnylives@yahoo.com
TEXAS

Dirty South EF!

POB 667302, Houston, TX 77266-7302
dsef@riseup.net

UTAH

Wild Wasatch EF!

8790 W 25800 N, Portage, UT 84331

vglt\

(435) 866-2137

VERMONT

Save the Corporations from Themselves
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301

(802) 254-4847; larrysvt@hotmail.com
VIRGINIA

Shenandoah EF!

POB 504, Harrisonburg, VA 22803
risinguphburg@yahoo.com

WASHINGTON

Environmental Resource Center
Evergreen State College, Olympia, WA 98505
(360) 867-6784

The Last Wizards

2103 Harrison Ave #2341, Olympia,

WA 98502

james@lastwizards.com

Olympia EF!

POB 2640, Olympia, WA 98507
olyef@cascadiarising.org

Shuksan Direct Action

sda@riseup.net

WISCONSIN

Madison EF!/Infoshop

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, WI 53703
(608) 262-9036

WYOMING

Teewinot EF!

POB 1588, Wilson, WY 83014

(307) 690-6961; teewinotef@wildrockies.org
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THE TRUE COST OF OIL

Remempering Keh Saro-Wiwa 10 Years Later

“Whether I live or die is immaterial. It is enough to
know that there are people who commit time, money and
energy to fight this one evil among so many others pre-
dominating worldwide. If they do not succeed today, they
will succeed tomorrow. We must keep on striving to make
the world a better place for all of mankind—each one con-
tributing his bit, in his or her own way. I may be dead, but
my ideas will not die.”

—KEeN SarRo-Wiwa

Shell International Petroleum Company’s operations in
Nigeria are one of its most complex and profitable ven-
tures. More than two million barrels of oil are pumped
daily from the Niger Delta, providing billions of dollars in
profit. Yet despite the tremendous oil revenues that have
been extracted from their lands, the people of the Delta,
the Ogoni, have endured decades of pollution, corruption,
poverty and conflict.

Ken Saro-Wiwa began at a young age writing letters of
protest about the role of oil companies in his community.
He consistently attacked both the oil companies and the Ni-
gerian government, accusing them of waging an ecological
war and precipitating the genocide of the Ogoni people.

According to his son, Ken Wiwa, “It never occurred to
me, until my father began to draw my attention to them,
that the gas flares in Ogoni might be contributing to the
acid rain that destroyed the aluminum roofing of the hous-
es in the area. I had no idea that the incidence of oil spills
in Ogoni was one of the highest recorded in the world....
Some of our people were aware of our predicament, and
some had even spent their lives fighting the oil companies.
There had been periodic riots, protests and letter-writing
campaigns since the 1960s, but most of these fizzled out
after the leaders were intimidated into silence or bought
off. Our people endured their situation silently, suffering
the indignity and humiliation of wallowing in poverty in
an oil-rich land.”

In 1993, Saro-Wiwa vowed that Shell would have to kill
every Ogoni man, woman and child before it could take any
more oil from their land. He had become extremely effec-
tive at mobilizing people to protest and stand up for their
rights. As international attention to what was happening in
the region increased, Saro-Wiwa’s life became increasingly
at risk, until he eventually was arrested in May 1994.

“The events between January 1993 and May 1994 are the
story of an unfurling tragedy.... Ogoni villages were flat-
tened; Ogoni men were killed and detained; Ogoni women
and children raped by soldiers who were supposed to be
keeping the peace so that Shell could resume its operations
in the community.... It is also a saga of remarkable grace
under pressure, of devastating betrayals, of cowardice and
courage in the face of calculated aggression,” writes Ken
Wiwa in his book, In the Shadow of a Saint.

Nordu Eawo, Daniel Gbokoo

I'he Ogoni 9: Baribor Bera, Saturday Dobec

On November 10, 1995, Nigeria’s military government
executed Saro-Wiwa and eight Ogoni leaders. Today, the
oil corporations in the region would like nothing more
than to have the names of the Ogoni 9 erased from the
collective memory.

The decision to execute the Ogoni 9 shocked the world
and triggered a global re-evaluation into the impacts of cor-
porate activity. The killings focused world attention on the
Nigerian dictatorship at the time, but despite the restoration
of democracy in 1999, the government has yet to address
the ecological disaster in the Ogoni region. Ten years after
the killings, the communities in the oil-producing areas re-
main poor and neglected, lacking such basic amenities as
clean water, passable roads, schools, hospitals and clinics.

Today, Ken Wiwa believes the situationin Ogoni is worse
than it was when his father was executed. He feels that
“Shell was part of the problem and must be part of the
solution.... With some kind of dignity and a commitment
to social justice, the situation could still be salvaged.

“T know who killed my father.... The way I see it, the
dead cannot be brought back, and all that is left for us—
the living—is to honor the'dead by building a better fu-
ture from the despair of the past, because those who forget
the mistakes of the past are‘condemned torepeat them.”

For more information, visit www.kensarowiwa'com;
www.priceofoil.org; www.remembersarowiwa.com.

Barinem Kiobel, John Kpuiner

Page 64 Earth First! Samhain/Yule 2005



CAR roous

R SRR CARtooﬂS b_9 Andy Siﬂger

Within these 100 pages, your reaction will swing
back and forth between laughter, astonishment
and outright anger. A personal and provocative
look at our relationship with the automobile.
CARtoons doesn'’t just take a bite out of car

culture, it chews it up and spits it out. i

FOREWORD BY JANE HOLTZ KAY

please inquire for a full merchandise catalog
Earth First! Journal
PO Box 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702

A Field Guide to .
Monkeywrenching
Third Edition

Edited by Dave Foreman
MWMAM

Tcodefense
edited by Dave Foreman

Never was such a book so needed, by so many,
for such good reason, as here and now.
Tomorrow might be too late. Ecodefense is the
monkeywrencher’s bible, and it is full of tidbits

- T-Shirts

Multi-colored EF!

Pt op biack on miscellaneous deviltry. Revised, third edition.
organic cotton $18
S, M, L, XL

$15
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